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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the 15th of August, we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of
Our Lady. In the words of the Venerable Patriarch Elias Howayek:
“The Blessed Virgin Mary is the mirror of the Divine beauty, and she is
the custodian of our hope.” In our Blessed Mother, we see the great
glory of God, His splendour and the attractive power of Divine Love.
In her, we find the guarantee that our weak human nature can be
perfected and raised to the joys of heaven. In her, the light of hope
forever shines brightly.

As far back as we can follow the Maronite tradition, we have
celebrated the Feast of the Assumption, and it has always been the
principle celebration of Our Lady in the Eastern churches. The Feast
of the Assumption reflects the place the Blessed Virgin holds in the
lives of Maronites, as the Mother of God, “yoldat aloho”. This
expression is enshrined in our memories, traditions and in what has
become the unofficial anthem of the Maronites, sung in the Maronite
Liturgy: “ya um allah ya hanouna” (O Mother of God, O clement).

On this Feast, it is pertinent to meditate on Our Lady the Virgin Mary
as the Mother of our hope, and that it shall be fulfilled in the fullness
of time. Therefore, we have designated 2022 as the Year of Hope in
our Maronite Eparchy because so many people have been affected by
the sadness and darkness of wars, sickness and suffering which have
covered the globe for too long. It is time to remember as St Peter said,
that we have “a reason for the hope within,” (1 Peter 3:15).

When we look around us, we see many signs of hope in our lives and
in the lives of our community. Our parishes are alive again with
spiritual and social events and our Maronite Eparchy in Australia
prepares to celebrate 50 years of its establishment in 2023. After more
than 100 years of Maronite presence in this land, the Eparchy was
established on the 14th of July 1973. Our Jubilee Year shall
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On behalf of our Bishop, His Excellency
Antoine-Charbel, our Dean Father Tony,
all the priests, deacons, subdeacon, staff
and committees, we would like to wish you
all a blessed Feast of the Assumption.
May Our Lady always inspire you to be

icons of the Father’s Mercy.

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

£ pentecost’My soul glorifies the Lord” Lk 1:46-55

commence on the feast of St Maroun, the 9th of February 2023, and
will include a visit from His Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal
Rai.

I am also pleased to share the good news concerning the nursing
home which is being built at the precincts of Our Lady of Lebanon,
Harris Park. It has been a long wait, but it has been worthwhile, and
we anticipate that the nursing home, named ‘Our Lady Mercy Place’,
will open in February 2023, under the direction of Mercy Health.

Another sign of hope and optimism is the supplementary Pastoral
Plan which we have mapped out, with the clergy and the pastoral
councils in our parishes for the next three years. The theme is
“Encouraging and Building Each Other Up.” This strategy is all the
more necessary as we are emerging from COVID and all the matters
which come with that process.

On this feast, we turn to Our Lady and seek her intercession for
ourselves, for our families, and our Eparchy. We especially pray on
behalf of our beloved Lebanon, for the people of the land which has
been the cradle of the Maronite faith and its home, to remain a
lighthouse for the world in these difficult times.

Let us remember that everything comes from the heart. And if Christ
is in our hearts, as He was in the heart of our Lady, then we are
centred in the truth, in beauty, in good, and in love.

A Blessed Feast of the Assumption to you all!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

The celebration of the Feast of the Assumption of the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary, which is the oldest Marian feast, is a day of
joy and rejoicing. It is a day of reflection on true beauty, the
beauty of holiness. The Assumption of the Virgin Mary in soul and
body into heaven reveals to us that there is a place for the body in
heaven! Saint Bernard says that “heaven is no longer distant, in a
place that cannot be reached by man. There is a mother for us in
heaven. The Mother of God, the Mother of the Son of God, who is
also Our Mother... The gates of heaven are open, and heaven has
aheart”

Mary embodies God’s love and mercy. In one of our Marian hymns
in our Maronite Church we sing: “We run for protection to you
Mary.” We are confident that she is our tender mother who
intercedes for us with God to obtain his mercy. She is our refuge
and security, because she is the Queen of Mercy, as we say in our
prayer to her: “Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy.” She is the
Mother of God, the source of all mercies.

With the celebration of the Assumption Feast in a solemn Mass,
we conclude a week of various celebrations in our parish, in
which many parishioners participated, including children, youth,
families, adults and the elderly. | was able to participate in these
celebrations and saw the spirit of service converging with the
spirit of solidarity and unity, all gathered as one family around
Our Mother, the Virgin Mary.

That is how we embodied, as one family, the family of the parish
of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, in word and deed, the
theme of our spiritual and pastoral celebrations for the Year 2022,
“Mary, mirror of the divine beauty and guardian of our hope.” The
theme is inspired by words uttered by the Venerable Patriarch
Elias Howayek about 115 years ago, at the inauguration
ceremony of the shrine of the Virgin Mary in Harissa, Lebanon. At
that time, Patriarch Howayek asked us not to be afraid of storms
in our lives that will never end, because Our Mother, the Virgin

WA

You too are reflecting the divine beauty

Mary, guards us and protects us in all battles, and her name is our
secret password and also our hope. The Venerable Patriarch
urged us to imitate the Virgin Mary as she is a role model for
purity, as well as inner and outer beauty. How can this not be the
case! Is she not the mirror of divine beauty?

Here, a word of truth must be said! Sons and daughters of the
parish, members of the parishes 23 committees and groups, you
too reflect the divine beauty through your sacrifices, giving and
generosity with time, effort and money. You reflect the image of
the splendour of the Triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. With the help of the Patron Saint of this edifice, Our Mother
Mary, every committee and group, as well as every priest, deacon
and subdeacon, reflects the beauty of our Creator and God.
Likewise, all volunteers, men and women of the parish,
benefactors, friends of the parish, the working bee that always
works silently in this blessed parish, you are all a sign of hope and
pride for us. It is hard for me to mention you all by names, but rest
assured, your names are inscribed with gold in the Kingdom of
Heaven. We offer you our best appreciation, our prayers. Without
you, our celebrations would not have brought us joy and
happiness, and they would not have been so successful.

“Many happy returns!” Especially for the parishioners of our Lady
of Lebanon, and for all Maronites and faithful across Australia!

Father Tony Sarkis

Looking upon Mary,
who is completely holy and
already glorified in body and soul,

QUESTION

the Church contemplates in her
what she herself is called to be on
earth and what she will be in the
homeland of heaven.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Working Bee - Hall Renovations

Calling for volunteers to help with the upcoming hall
refurbishment.

Details:

+Saturday 20 August 2022 starting at 7:30am

*Bring your safety PPE/ tools and muscles

*General clean up and demolition works required to be
undertaken throughout the day

*No children under 14 - due to works involved

«Call Charles Baltasar 0419 69 64 69 to register interest or for
further information

Maronites on Mission Philippines Missionary Trip - January 2023

Maronites on Mission Australia is calling for volunteers for their next
missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the 8th to the
22nd of January 2023. If you are interested in joining please send an email
to international@maronitesonmission.com or contact George on 0450 383

522.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 14th August:

Eve of the Feast of the Assumption

Masses 8:00am | 9:30am | 11:00am

5:00pm Solemn Mass for the Eve of the Feast of the Assumption
celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay,
followed by Hrissi Night & Entertainment

Sunday 21st August:

12th/Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late George Najib Assaker from
Majdel Akoura

11:00am One year Mass for the late Joseph Doumit from
Kfarsghab

2:00pm All Living and Departed of Zgharta for the Feast of Our
Lady of Zgharta offered by the Association

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Ferez Tannous Khoury Taouk
from Becharre

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Albert Youssef Kandalaft from
Zgharta

Monday 15th August:
Feast of the Assumption
Masses 7:00am | 9:00am | 11:00am | 6:00pm | 8:00pm

Tuesday 16th August:
6:00pm The late Salimeh Ghattas Loulou Taouk from Ainata Al
Arz wife of Roumanos Assia Younan from Wadi Qannoubine

Wednesday 17th August:

7:00pm The late Charles Khoury ‘Antoun Moubarak from
Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon) PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS
Friday 19th August:

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Marie Antoinette Arida from
Bkerkacha

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 7/8/2022

Plates: $14,699.55 | Donations: $1,350 | Candles: $1,817
PARISH-LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,218,907.97 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Saturday 20th August:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Antoun Sarkis Mezher from
Arjes

WHAT HAPPENED /
INYOUR PARIsH ! A

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

KIDS CORNER

» Last Sunday

* On Monday *

night

our parish celebrated the feast
of St Mary Mackillop of the
Cross. Our parish mothers were
also baking saj throughout the
day. At night the Sodality
Committee celebrated Mass
together followed by a cocktail.

our youth continued the feast
celebrations with Mass

followed by a night under the
stars. It sure was a fun filled
night which included food,
drinks and entertainment.
Many were up dancing the
night away, enjoying each
other’s company and good

food.

» On Wednesday @

night

» On Tuesday =
the Teens celebrated Mass
followed by supper. Danny &

night

the Family of Divine Word
committee celebrated Mass
together and had their
consecration and renewals.
Afterwards they continued
their night with a cocktail.

On Friday

night

our parish came together for

the Marian Procession while
lighting up our candles in

honour of our Blessed Mother

Keep up to date with all spiritual and
social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms,
keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.

Leila Abdallah led the English
faith talk with the topic “Lord
how many times shall |
forgive”. What an extraordinary
and inspirational talk!

* On Thursday °

the Seniors celebrated Mass
together followed by lunch and
entertainment. At night the
Heaven on Earth committee
celebrated Mass. Later in the
evening at 8pm our parish
came together for Solemn
Adoration and procession of the
Blessed Sacrament. It was a
beautiful night spent with
Jesus in prayer and reflection.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them, Tony Abdul- Ahad, Sayed Azizi & Violet Azizi, Justin Abood & parents Barbara & Tannous Abood (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou
Raidan, Joseph Saad Boutros (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H)
Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K)
Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) Peter Lichaa, Mary Lichaa, Arthur Lichaa (M)

Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family,
Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha Moussa, Fayez & Hind Melhem & Family,
Melham Family (N) George Nader, Moussa Nasa & his wife Rabeha (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Rouhana &
Elaine Rahme, Rizk Family (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin
& Emille, Salim & Saad Families, Therese Safadi, Saba Family (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Tanna Family (U) (V)
(W) (X) (Y) ()
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