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Pray for us!”

Blessings for the Month of May

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We reflect this Sunday on the passage about the appearance
of the Lord to two disciples on the Road to Emmaus. These
two men, disappointed in their expectation of the Messiah
who was to save Israel, leave Jerusalem sad and discouraged.

Jesus arrives where they do not expect Him: in the middle of
their journey, in the middle of their despair. And they are so
sad, so focused on their disappointment, their personal
suffering, that they cannot recognize the Lord. The Lord is
patient in helping them realize that what happened had to
happen.

However, He does not stop there. He joins them for dinner and
reveals Himself in the breaking of the bread, because their
hearts are now ready to receive the truth of the presence of
God, the Risen Lord! Once they recognise Him, Jesus leaves.
His living presence remains with them and this good news of
the Risen Christ is such a source of joy, that they return to tell
the Apostles.

How does this Gospel connect with us in our lives? We know
that Jesusisrisen; we know that He is present in the Eucharist.
But do we really live in the presence of Jesus living in us, living
at the heart of our lives? Or are we like the disciples on the
road to Emmaus, focussed on our suffering, centred on
ourselves, that we no longer see the Lord and recognise His
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“O mother of God,
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ere opened, and they recognized him” Lk 24: ;3. 35

presence? When things get tough, do we drop our prayer life
or do we draw closer to Jesus?

On this Sunday, let us remember that He is always there, He
joins us on our journey and He manifests Himself in many
ways, but it is us who do not recognise Him. The Lord will wait
patiently until we recognise Him, invite Him and welcome
Him.

Lebanese Parliamentary Elections 2022

The election date for Lebanese citizens residing abroad who
have enrolled to vote in the upcoming elections has been set
for Sunday 8 May 2022.

Given the importance of these elections for the future of
Lebanon, we invite everyone to participate and vote for the
candidates they deem suitable. To facilitate your
participation, the Lebanese Embassy and Consulates in
Australia has organised polling centres, in accordance with
your city council of origin in Lebanon. Kindly refer to listing on
this link to find your polling location:
www.dgcs.gov.lb/arabic/where-to-vote

We pray that the new parliament embodies the aspirations of
the Lebanese people and brings a new hope to our beloved
country.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

Saint Luke writes for us a spiritual icon on this third Sunday of
the Glorious Resurrection Season, the icon of the “two
Emmaus disciples”. Through this icon, we live the journey of
the risen Lord with the two Emmaus disciples in a way that
reveals to us that our true Christian existence is lived in the
heart and essence of the Mass. In his letter today, Saint Paul
sheds light on another dimension of this icon, the
never-failing faithfulness of the Lord, for even “if we are
faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny himself” (2
Timothy 2: 13).

Hence, in every mass, the risen Jesus Christ takes the initiative
to meet us on the roads of our lives. He walks with us the
distances without boredom, talking to us patiently, asking us
about our concerns, listening to us attentively with great
interest, sitting with us for supper, answering us by explaining
the events of our lives in light of His Word, revealing their
meanings to us in light of His resurrection, the resurrection of
life and daily hope.

This encounter culminates in the breaking of the bread, the
blessing of the wine and communion. Through them, the Lord
gives us His body and blood as a manifestation of eternal life.
He then concludes our weekly encounter with His fatherly and
brotherly blessing, sending us to proclaim with joy His
resurrection, the glory of His hope, the steadfastness of His
Incarnate Word in the joy of the Gospel, accompanied by His
Holy Spirit.

What a beautiful icon! Are we able to write the icon of our daily
Christian life on the basis of that icon? Do we really paint our
icon with the colours of the divine encounter with the groom
of the Church in the Mass, the oblation of thanksgiving? This
icon embodies the longing to meet the divine groom who is
always present with us in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. It is
the icon of the daily reflection on the Word of God in Scripture,
and on the Sacrament of the Eucharist in the sacrifice of love
and thanksgiving which we live in the spiritual communion
with our brethren in the church.

We live this communion throughout the Marian month as well,
by praying together around our mother Mary, to honour her.
The Church has devoted the blessed month of May to honour
the Mother of God. That is what we will experience this month
with our Sodality, the Sodality of the Immaculate Conception,

The Mass... a living icon in my life

as we walk up the vast streets of our parish, entering our
homes, “our domestic churches”, carrying the icon of His
Mother, the first tabernacle who walked with Jesus in her
womb from Nazareth to the city of Judah, then from Nazareth
to Bethlehem, standing with Him at the cross, and remaining
in the midst of the Apostles after the Resurrection and on
Pentecost.

In thanksgiving the graces last! The mystery of giving is the
giving of the heart and the joy of the spirit in the act of giving.
This joy of giving was materialised in the donations which
were collected on Hosanna Sunday for Caritas Lebanon to
assist the needy in our homeland. The joy of giving in our
parish has yielded this year around $24,126. It is a token of
your good deeds. Many thanks to all parishioners for their
generosity and to all Caritas volunteers for their efforts and
passion. Jesus is the Lord of harvest who will reward
everyone.

After a short period of rest, making time for the family to
rejoice together in the Resurrection, the parish resumes its
spiritual and pastoral activities, as well as its meetings at all
levels. Together we continue the journey of the Disciples of
Emmaus, the journey of bearing witness to the joy in the Lord
Jesus. Together, we work to build our parish so it can be a
living Christian icon in our world.

Father Tony Sarkis

The Pope, Bishop of
Rome and the Successor of
Saint Peter, is the perpetual,

QUESTION

visible source and foundation of
the unity of the Church. He is the
vicar of Christ, the head of the
ollege of bishops and pastor of the
niversal Church over which he has
by divine institution full,
supreme, immediate, ’
and universal power g

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 1 May:

3rd Sunday of Resurrection - St Joseph the Worker Saturday 7 May:

8:00am Sodality Mass 6:00pm One Year Mass for the late John Assaad Khoury
9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Yvette Mikhael Doueihi from Semaan from Imar

Zgharta widow of the late Habib Badwi Zeaiter from Bane

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Vivianne Ramez Harbieh wife Sunday 8 May:

of Joseph Asaad Dahdah from Zgharta 4th Sunday of Resurrection - Mother’s Day

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Zara Said Gebrael widow of the Masses 8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:00 am | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm

late Joseph Ronald Coorey from Kfarsghab
7:00pm The late Wardeh Gerges Lahoud widow of the late
Youssef Gergi Hakim from Daraya (died in Lebanon)

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Wednesday 4 May:
7:00pm The late Isaac Alkhoury Antoun Moubarak from
Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon)

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 24/04/2022
Plates: $14,432.80 | Donations: $2,800 | Candles: $1,161.50
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,218,907.97 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Friday 6 May:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Rima Boulos Hanna from
Mazraat Al Teffah

Hy
==

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Sunday On Tuesday

we celebrated the Feast of the Family of the Divine
the Divine Mercy in our Word met with Fr Loubnan
parish. The novena began on Tarabay for a faith filled
Good Friday and ended on evening whilst the MYO
Sunday with the feast met with Fr Charbel and Fr
celebrations. It started off at Tony to congratulate the
3:15pm with confessions, exiting and welcome the
stations of the Cross, the R MYO committas

divine mercy chaplet and
ziyeh. The feast Mass was
celebrated at 5pm and
afterwards the many
parishioners who attended
enjoyed some light our parish met with Jesus
refreshments. in the Blessed Sacrament
with Adoration at 8pm.

On Monday

our parish commemorated

ANZAC Day with a Dawn On Saturday
Mass to pray for the e
servicemen who paid the our Fersen activities
ultimate price in defending resumed for a faith and

their country fun filled Term 2.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who

have no one to pray for them, Saed Ayoub (B) Youssef Boutros (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed (F) (G) (H) Maurice
& Martha Jamil Haddad, Hallal Hallal & all Hallal family (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Late Genevieve Khoury & all departed souls
of Elzahoul & Khoury Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade
Roumanos (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille (T)
Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




Monday 2" May

Month of May

Mary home visits
Group 1

Wendy Assaf 21 Bowden St, North Parramatta

Tuesday 3¥May | Amine Germanos 199 Excelsior St, Guilford
Wednesday 4" May Isaaf Karam 71 Ellam Drive, Seven Hills
Thursday 5" May Rachel ELHage | 45 Monterey Street, Sth Wentworthville

Friday 6" May

Monday 2" May

Rhonda Wehbe 18 Ritchie St, Granville

Adel & Laura Darjani 15 Churchill St, Guildford

Tuesday 3 May Charbel Tannous 11 Norman St, Merrylands
Wednesday 4" May Faraj Baysari 19 Otto St, Merrylands West
Thursday 5*" May | John & Josieanne Rahme 35 Sixth Street, Granville

Friday 6" May

Nelly Azizi 27 Edward St, Guildford West

‘ PARISH CAMERA
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