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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the Maronite Church, we call this Sunday “New Sunday,”
because it is the first Sunday of the Season of the
Resurrection, when sin and death have been overcome, and a
new life begins: a life in God, for God, and journeying to God,
like pilgrims on the road.

The Gospel for today is from St John. At the beginning of the
passage, we are told that Christ appeared to His disciples, and
standing in the middle of them, said: “Peace to you!” The final
words of the passage are St John’s own statement that this
was “written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”

So the beginning of this reading is the Lord’s message of
peace, and the conclusion of it is the evangelist’s declaration
of salvation for those who have faith in Christ. In between
these two comes the testing of St Thomas the Apostle, a story
we all know.

Christ’s first words to Thomas were words of peace. If we could
remember that when we are speaking to those who are
doubting the faith, perhaps we could touch their hearts with
something of the peace of God.

It was for us that all this took place, so that we would know
that we would inherit the blessing which Our Lord promised to
those who had not seen and yet believed. And really, are we
not in a similar position to Thomas? We know a great deal
about Our Lord. We have the accounts of the Gospels, and we
know how the early Christians taught and spread the word,
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facing martyrdom without a second thought. And we see Him
at work in our own lives.

This is why our witness is so important - because other
people are looking at us, the Christians, to find the evidence
of Christ in our lives. Any sign of holiness and faith can touch
someone, we never know how.

So on this New Sunday, a question arises for us: where do we
see Christ? He is all around us if we have the eyes to see, and
the ears to hear. But have we opened them? And then, the next
question is can other people see Christ in us? And if not, then
why not? Finally, when our days are done and we come to the
end of our lives, will we see Christ? Let us live our lives with
this hope, looking and listening for Him, believing with the
Apostles, that He has risen.

Al Maseeh gam!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

CONTACT Parish Office: 9689 2899

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday
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Deacon Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335

Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au




The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

This Sunday we arrive at what is known in our Maronite Church as the
New Sunday. Many may ask why do we call it by such a title. Firstly, it
is new because Jesus who rose on a Sunday makes Sunday the
important day of the week. It transfers the new followers from
worship on the Sabbath or Saturday to Sunday. Secondly, it is called
“new” because there is no longer a commandment nor a decree for
worship on a Sunday, all that is decreed is that Christ rose on this day
and every Sunday thereafter we see Jesus appearing to His disciples
and others. Therefore, in the early Church, every Sunday became a
meeting with the Risen Christ and His faithful people through the
breaking of bread and drinking of the cup, done in memory of Christ.
Keeping with this Sacred Tradition, the Church today celebrates its
holy day of worship on a Sunday, where Christ appears to the faithful
people through His Body and Blood.

The Resurrection of our Lord is the pillar on which our faith is built. If
it was not for the Resurrection, then our faith would be futile. Saint
Paul teaches us that “if Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain” (1 Cor
15:14). The Resurrection is the most important event in the history of
humanity. However, it is an event that challenges us personally
because it is beyond our human understanding. Jesus dislikes those
who look for signs and miracles to believe and this week he puts
Thomas (and us) to the test. The gift of our faith is a gift of love and
trust. Although we have not seen with our own eyes, this gift of love
and trust drives us to believe and to be witnesses to the truth of the
Resurrection of Jesus. This is what our Christian world needs today, a
true testimony to faith through deeds and words. Our daily challenge
is to profess this truth with love and trust!

During this Season of the Glorious Resurrection, you will notice that
the Clergy do not bow at the time of the Epiclesis or calling down of
the Holy Spirit. This is because the Church with its Priests continues
to celebrate the Rising of Christ from the dead. This will conclude at
the Feast of Pentecost, celebrated 50 days after the Resurrection.

The gift of our faith a gift of love and trust

The Divine Mercy Novena began on Great Friday and will conclude
with prayers, confession and a Mass today beginning at 3pm. Thank
you to Deacon Robert Albayeh and the Divine Mercy team for
organising the prayers and celebrations. Speaking of Divine Mercy, |
would like to encourage you all to participate in our upcoming events
and celebrations. These include the commemoration of the
Australian and New Zealand martyrs on ANZAC Day. Let us honour
our martyrs, offering them an act of fidelity and gratitude through a
thanksgiving Mass at dawn on Monday 25 April, at 5.30 am. As one
family, let us profess the faith of the martyrs and honour their
sacrifice with gratitude. Also, in the month of May, | encourage you to
participate in the home visit rosary nights. There are still a few spots
available if you would like to book them.

Let us all work together as active members of the Body of Christ so
that through all these events and celebrations we can truly glorify
God and serve His people.

Father Tony Sarkis
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Sunday 24 April:

New Sunday - Divine Mercy

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Hawa Esmayin Frangieh widow
of the late Lotfallah Geaitani from Zgharta

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late George Phillip Moubarak from
Deir Al Kamar

5:00pm Divine Mercy Mass

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Mary Boulos wife of Patrick
Essey from Kfarsghab

Monday 25 April:

Anzac Day

5:30am Anzac Day Mass

6:00pm The late Saide Tannous Youssef wife of Daas Sarkis
from Memneh-Akkar (died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 26 April:

11:30am Funeral for the late Therese Mehsen Farah from
Byaireh wife of Semaan Elias Bou Semaan from Blouza
6:00pm The late Auror Ghaleb Frangieh widow of the late
Maurice Youssef Jittany from Zgharta

Friday 29 April:
6:00pm40 Day Mass for the late Tony Selman Ters from Hraykes

KIDS CORNER

Life is
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With
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S—Blackisforthe sins
we made

6- White is for the
grace He gave

7 - Purple Is for His hour
of sorrow
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tomaorrow
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Saturday 30 April:

6:00pm All livings and departed of Zgharteghrine for the Feast

of St George

Sunday 1 May:

3rd Sunday of Resurrection - St Joseph the Worker

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Yvette Mikhael Doueihi from
Zgharta widow of the late Habib Badwi Zeaiter from Bane
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Vivianne Ramez Harbieh
wife of Joseph Asaad Dahdah from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Zara Said Gebrael widow of
the late Joseph Ronald Coorey from Kfarsghab

LLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 17/04/2022
Plates: $57,298.9 | Donations: $600 | Candles: $3,569.2

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98
UNITS: $1,218,907.97

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

o

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Saturday *
vening

His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
celebrated the Rite of
Peace and Solemn Liturgy
of the Resurrection along

It was beautiful to see our
parish overflowing with
many parishioners to
celebrate Christ’s
Resurrection.
Christ is Risen, He is truly
Risen and we are
witnesses to that!

with all the clergy of OLOL.

(@) ednesday *

The Sodality committee along
with Fr Youwakim organised a
parish bus trip to experience
chestnut picking. Mass was
celebrated at Berima and the
journey continued to our
chestnut picking experience.
The committee members
prepared lunch which was well
enjoyed by all.

At night Fr Danny Nouh led this
week’s Faith on Fire (English
Faith talk), with the topic “The
Resurrection: Christ is Risen”. It
was great to explore such a
beautiful topic as we celebrate

\ Christ’s Resurrection.

+/ Last Sunday *

Many parishioners
attended the many
Masses offered to
celebrate The
Resurrection of Our Lord.
May the light of Christ
shine within all your
hearts and homes.

the MYDC held their annual
Maronite Sports Day for all
the parishes. It was a fun,
interactive and
competitive day. Team
OLOL came third place,
well done to all our team
members!

(@) Thursday *
evening

we came together to adore
our Lord with Adoration. It
was a prayerful and
reflective night as we spent
time with Jesus. Come and
spend some time with
Jesus next Thursday at

L 8pm. y

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our

newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who
have no one to pray for them, Estephan Aboud & Dibe Aboud, Raymond Anjoul, Tannous Abboud & his wife Lulu, Youssef Said Ayoub (B)
Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Hanane Wahibe Mounir
El-Bazouni (F) (G) Colleen George, Yousef & Leila Gittany (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son

Joseph, Chafika & Sara & George Hawi, Diab & Diby Hawi, Wadiaa Youssef Hady (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Late Genevieve
Khoury & all departed souls of Elzahoul & Khoury Families, Genevieve Badoui Khoury & her children, Mkhael Badoui Khoury & his wife
Hanneh & his sister Afifeh, Salim & Jamal Khaicy (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Nabih Massaad & family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil
& Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos, Badaoui Reaiche & Phelomena Reaiche, Rouhan Rahme, Elaine Rahme, Esber Rizk, Rizk
Family (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Louie Sukary, Saba Family, Nabih Saad & his
sons Kevin & Emille (T) Rahib Saad Tannous & his family, Tanna Family, Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W)
(X) (Y) Karma Yammine & Sayed Yammine (Z)




