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Message from the Bishop

The First Easter in Jerusalem
and Our Easter Today

Beloved Brothers and Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our
Maronite Eparchy,

1. The feast of Easter is an annual celebration where the Holy
and Apostolic Catholic Church announces, in the voice of her
sons and daughters, that Christ rose from the dead, that He
truly rose. We believe, and we testify with the apostles and
disciples to the fact of His resurrection. As the apostle Paul
says: “If Christ was not raised, then our preaching is in vain,
and your faith is also in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14).

2. On this blessed feast, we raise hymns of gratitude to the
Lord God, because today we are able to come together in
celebration, gathered around the altar and the Eucharist. Let
us remember to appreciate this but also remain vigilant, so
that we can continue to gather and also help protect the
vulnerable in our community.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7Ta.m,9a.m&6p.m

Wed 7 a.m, 9 a.m & 5:30 ﬁ.m (Arabic)
7 p.m (English Youth)
Sat 7:30 a.m & 6 p.m (Ar/Eng)

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES

Rosary:
8 a.m (Arabic) Mon - Sat
9:30 a.m (English)

11 a.m (Ar/Eng)

5p.m }Ar/Eni)

Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour
Thur8 pm-9pm

7 p.m (Englis|

Live Streaming
Through Social Media CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6p.m
and Sunday Masses or by
appointment on weekdays

Christ is Risen...
He is Truly Risen!

And we are witnesses to this!

A Joyful & Holy Easter to each and everyone of our

Parishioners from the Clergy, Staff and Members
of the various Parish Committees and Groups.

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

8:30am (Arabic) | 7 p.m (English)
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary | Fryoussef Matta: 0427 922 092

24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 a.m

/ ised: he is not here” Mk 16: 1-8
«He has been raised; he

3. And so, once again, we meditate upon what happened in
Jerusalem at the time of the Last Supper and the following
days, and how the earthly life of Our Lord Jesus Christ ended.
When we ponder this, we see that the first Easter was
celebrated quite differently from how we celebrate today. At
that Passover in Jerusalem, the disciples gathered for their
Last Supper with the Lord. They were filled with questions and
were naturally fearful. Then came the apparent catastrophe of
Great Friday. We see the great sadness in the heart of the
Virgin Mary at seeing Jesus hanging on the Cross. We also see
the disciples, confused and also fearful for their lives,
uncertain of their fate, hesitant, and unsure of what to do next.

4. But on the third day, He rose from the dead - something
unthinkable to human reasoning did happen. It was women
who had gone to the tomb, to anoint Jesus’ body, when they
found the stone had been rolled away from the door and
Jesus no longer inside. Upon their return, they told the
apostles: “He has risen, and is not here” (Mark 16:6). This news
was the single biggest turning point in the history of
humanity: the Resurrection of the Lord transformed sadness
into joy, fear into courage, despair into hope and death into
life.

CONTACT Parish Office: 9689 2899
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433211248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445
Fr Charbel Dib: 0410 759 795

Fr John-Paul BAssil: 0401 545 454

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday
9a.m-4:30 pm
Saturday

Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824 9a.m-1p.m
Fr Bernard Assi: 0411 811 807
Fr Pierre Khoury: 0411 735258 Fax: 9689 2068

Fr Paul Joubeir: 0414900 016 Email: info@olol.org.au
Deacon Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384 o

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 8g3 | Website: www.olol.org.au
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410524 335



5. Easter, as we celebrate it today, must take us back to some
of what the apostles experienced. The tragedy of the war,
dictatorships, poverty, injustice, hunger, diseases and
epidemics continues to trouble the lives of many, leaving all of
us fearful, uncertain and hesitant. The worsening economic
and social crises in our homeland Lebanon, the war in the
Ukraine, and issues closer to home such as religious freedom
and assisted dying legislation, raise more than one question
mark, and give us cause for great concern and anxiety. What
will the future look like for us and for our children?

6. However, Easter opens for us new horizons to contemplate
today’s reality. While the Feast of the Resurrection may not
offer quick solutions to complex issues or wars breaking out, it
is a miraculous event from which springs good hope, and a
love that forgives sin and saves souls and renews life. Let us be
clear that this hope is not some abstract idea, a metaphysical
philosophy, or a new social vision. Rather, it is the person of
Jesus Christ Himself, who was incarnated and lived among us,
who bore our sins and our transgressions, who was crucified
and died. But He defeated death, rising on the third day in
great power and glory, restoring life and opening the path to
heaven and eternal life.

7. The Resurrection is the feast of hope which never
disappoints, despite our suffering, despite wars, and despite
loss of loved ones and possessions. It plants hope in the
hearts of the sick, the forgotten and the marginalised. This is
why in our Maronite Eparchy, we announced 2022 as the Year
of Hope. We see signs of this hope every day, in the
humanitarian and social assistance generously extended to
those who lost their homes and jobs due to the recent floods.

The Servants word

Dearest brothers and sisters,

In His first miracle at the onset of the wedding of the Lent Season,
and in the midst of joy at the wedding in Cana, the Lord declared that
His hour had not yet come. Today, in the climax of the wedding of the
cross, so to speak, and the joy of the resurrection, the icon of the hour
has come and settled between the crucifixion and resurrection. The
hour in which the Son of Man is glorified and through Him the human
is glorified, has come indeed.

The resurrection is a crossing from slavery to freedom, darkness to
light and sorrow to joy. Through the resurrection, the graces flowed
on the disciples, empowering them to start proclaiming the risen
Christ. This is our hope too, and our faith. The faith of the Christian is
built upon the resurrection. If we do not believe that Christ is risen,
our faith is void and we are the most pitiable of all people, as Saint
Paul tells us today in his first letter to the Corinthians.

In this blessed Sunday, we reflect on the women who went early in
the morning to the empty tomb. They had been worried about the
huge stone which was preventing the light and life from entering the
tomb. Before they arrived, they had been concerned how they could
roll away the stone while they were weak, but to their surprise, it had
already been removed! The stone was rolled away by the glory of the
resurrection. What about the stone which is sitting right on our
hearts? Who would remove it for us but the risen Lord? Let us come to
Him without fear! His passion, crucifixion, death and resurrection
were all done for us!

At this point of carelessness and selfishness in our time, grant us Lord
to be instruments of peace so that we put love where hatred is. Grant
us to be apostles of hope, so that we may live the effects of our
reflections throughout our Lenten journey under the theme of “You
are the apostles of hope”. Grant us Lord to overcome every sickness,
fear or difficulty tying us up or distancing us from you. Grant us Lord

We have also seen it in countries that have opened their
borders to receive refugees fleeing the dangers of death, war
and destruction. Signs of hope were also evident in the
generosity of the Lebanese community in Australia towards
their families and those struggling in Lebanon, especially
during the recent crises. These and similar humanitarian
initiatives build a bridge of compassion, delivering much
needed hope, dignity, and a reason to stay and to persevere.

Beloved brothers and sisters,

8. The Church's journey, from the first Easter in Jerusalem
until today, is a journey of witness and hope amid tragedies,
challenges, and persecution. We are in dire need of the true
peace which emanates from the heart of our Lord Jesus, that
peace fills us with the grace of hope and the strength of
witness. How beautiful it is to renew our faith on this Feast,
asking the Lord to give us a faithful heart that listens to His
words: “Peace | leave with you, my peace | give to you. | do not
give as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and
do not be alarmed” (John 14:27).

I wish all of you, your families and your loved ones a Happy
Easter.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Maronite Bishop of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania
Easter Sunday, 17 April 2022

to rise always with you from our falls. Grant us Lord to be true
witnesses to your resurrection because through your death you have
overcome death.

Beloved sons and daughters of our parish, we need to live the joy and
hope of the resurrection in everything we do. There is a dire need for
joy and hope these days. Try to live the joy in the small things that
you do before the big things, to be truly apostles of hope. The work of
joy that emanates from the joy of the resurrection is very simple! The
Christian joy dwells in finding the courage to roll away the stone of
darkness, the stone of hatred, anger, loathing and indifference,
the stone of aversion to others and God - all of which are the
affliction of our time - revealing instead the shining light of the
resurrection and wearing the purity of the One Who is whiter than
snow. The joy of the resurrection in our daily life is the language
of love, the language of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We
need to learn this language, for without it how can we be apostles
of hope?

Undoubtedly, the joy of the resurrection is alive in the parish of our
Cathedral. This is the place where I find joy. | find it in the work of all
the priests, deacons, sub-deacon, nuns, and all those who are
working with us, including the employees, committees, volunteers,
traffic controllers, choirs, altar servants, altar decorators, collectors,
Eucharistic ministers and all parishioners. | find this joy in all of you,
young and old. You are the joy of the resurrection and because of
your hard work the joy is alive and shining. Thank you for everything
you are doing. Through your hard work and commitment, the name
of God is glorified, and through your faith and generosity, the Church
is glorified and shouts in one voice: “Christ is Risen, He is truly risen
and we are witnesses to this resurrection.”

Father Tony Sarkis



SUNDAY 17 April:
RESURRECTION (EASTER)

Masses 8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:00 am | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm
6:00pm Divine Mercy Novena

EASTER MONDAY 18 April:
Masses 8:00 am | 11:00 am | 6:00pm

Tuesday 19 April:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Sam Amata

Wednesday 20 April:

10:30am Funeral of the late Lahoud Youssef Tannous Lahoud
Abdelahad from Kfarsghab

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Mercedes Dominici the wife of
Selvator Vitale from Italy

Thursday 21 April:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Anthony Hanna El Hikerey
from Mejdel Koura

Friday 22 April:
6:00pm The late Juliette Youssef Sleiman wife of Boutros
(Antoun) Nassim Chaghouri from Miziara (died in Lebanon)

1

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98
UNITS: $1,218,907.97

Saturday 23 April:

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Nadim Hanna Michael from

Kfarsghab

Sunday 24 April:
New Sunday - Divine Mercy

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Hawa Esmayin Frangieh
widow of the late Lotfallah Geaitani from Zgharta
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late George Phillip Moubarak

from Deir Al Kamar
5:00pm Divine Mercy Mass

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Mary Boulos wife of Patrick

Essey from Kfarsghab

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 03/04/2022

Plates: $10,838.15 | Donations: $1,034.4 | Candles: $3,150
MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

B

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

On Hosanna
Sunday

children, infants and adults
gathered to greet Christ the
King with the annual Palm
Procession. It was a
blessed day where we
gathered and worshipped
as a community. In the
evening, the  Church
arrived into Passion Week
with the Rite of the

Harbour.

On Monday
and Tuesday

at 8pm the children of the
Church gathered to pray
the Stations of the Cross
and Evening Prayers.

On Friday

the Fersen and Teens led the
Way of the Cross procession
from Experiment Farm to the
parish and the Church knelt
down to adore and worship

the Cross of Life. Y

On Thursday

the Church gathered as a
family around the altar of
the Lord to celebrate the
institution of the
Priesthood and Eucharist
in the Mass of the Last
Supper with the Rite of

the Washing of the Feet.

On Wednesday
of Passion Week

the Church celebrated the
Rite of the Lamp, signifying
the importance of the
blessed oil as a sign of
healing and wholeness
followed by Stations of the
\_ Cross and Evening Prayers.

Our journey
to Passion Week

comes to a new dawn with the
light of the Resurrection from
the empty tomb. May the
peace of the Risen Christ be
with you and your families!
Christ is Risen! He is Truly
Risen! and we are witnesses to

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our

newsletter.



QUESTION

rch is a mystery in
as in her visible

there is present

active a divine
reality which can

seen with the eyes
of faith.

ANSWER

R » | UPCOMING EVENTS

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL

CHESTNUT TRIP

$75 per person includes: Bus,

breakfast, Lunch & farm entry
does not include the chestnuts you pick

Mass in Berrima Shrine
¥io TO vnzw:omm

voU‘rH

mnnusomu:mms'

ARABIC SCHOOI-

BOOKINGS
Gladys: 0401 265 210
Sabah: 0405 547 061

i 1. In house Qualified Accountant
& CPA & Jnr accountant.

2. Project Manager's
o 3. Civil engineers
AKA Contractors / civil 4. Contract administrators (Snr & Jnr)
= 5. Construction director
.COI'IStI'llC!ZIOII company 6. Estimators & quantity surveyor
in Rosehill 7. Foreman

B. General labourers
9. Traffic Controllers
10. Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
ar contact Andre on 0425290373

PARISH CAMERA




@) PARISH CAMERA
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who
have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef Boutros (C) (D) Gabrial Daniel (E) Matthew Essey, Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his

faithful departed (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (1) (J) (K) Late
Genevieve Khoury & all departed souls of Elzahoul & Khoury Families, Karam’s family (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Moran
Isaac Mouawad & Assad Gerges Mouawad & all the Departed of Imar, Youssef Melan, Josephine Makdessi, Watfa Maatouk (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R)
Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Lewoon Succar Family (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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