Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

A group of people who had never heard of the Gospels were
read a series of chapters about the teachings of the Lord,
miracles and parables. A year later, they were asked what they
most remembered. One of the accounts which came back to
people, time and again, was this one: the story of the
paralysed man who was brought to Jesus by his friends, and
he was cured.

Why is this? Well, let us look at this story the way that people
who knew nothing about Jesus might see it. The fact that Our
Lord was in someone’s house and preaching the word might
be interesting, but not particularly memorable. But as soon as
they heard the next line, that a paralysed man was brought to
Him, carried by four of his friends, they would take notice.

The four men went up onto the roof, and then opened it up by
digging through it and then lowered the paralysed man before
the Lord. That is a scene that we would have to describe as
unforgettable. The four men did not have to dig through the
roof, they could have said: “Let’s go home, it’s too hard,” or
“Let’s wait here until he comes out.” But they did not. They not
only wanted to see Jesus, they wanted to see him at once. And
the four helpers were not doing this for themselves: they were
doing it for a poor paralysed man. Standing one at each
corner, holding a rope, they worked together to make sure
that as the stretcher is lowered the poor man is not tipped off
from one side or another.

And then, we witness the goodness of Our Lord Jesus taking
mercy on this poor wretch, forgiving him his sins, and ordering
him to take up his bed and walk home. The prayers of the four
friends had now been completely answered.
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We do not know much about the paralytic or the men who
helped him. They could have been anybody. And this is one of
the main points: they were people like us. The only question is
whether we would have had as much faith as they did. The
paralytic man represents not only the suffering humanity but
also those who cannot reach out to Jesus or they are notin a
position to find their way to Him, however they are in great
need for His forgiveness, healing and love. In fact, they count
on you and me, they wait for you and me to bring them to the
Lord and certainly a change will happen in their life.

Let us always pray: “Lord, strengthen my faith, and make it
like that faith of the paralytic friends, to have the wisdom and
the courage to bring people to you especially those in need of
your love, mercy and healing.”

I wish you a blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

Our spiritual journey in the heart of the sea of Lent continues in the
boat of our parish, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
Kingdom.” Our parish boat continues to sail towards the Harbour of
Salvation, with a new theme inscribed on its sail this week, “Merciful
Physician sent to heal our pain and forgive us.” It is the fifth week of
this blessed liturgical season, the Season of the Great Lent, according
to the Rite of our Maronite Church. It is also the Week of the Paralytic.

The story of the Gospel this week depicts the paralytic as someone
who reflects each of us. Everyone of us is a paralytic in a way, because
of our weakness and sins. With the picture of the community that
carries us with determination, persistence and strength of faith
towards Jesus the Healer, healing occurs, and everyone bears
witness to the Lord’s might, compassion and love for us all, without
exception.

The four men took an initiative of care and mercy to carry the
paralytic man and bring him to Jesus. They used both their mental
and physical strengths to achieve this and they succeeded. Most
importantly, they worked together as a team. In this spirit of
teamwork lies the lesson for us today. Whether it is in our families, at
work, or in our parish, we must work together as one team. To work
together as one team means to use our unique strengths and abilities
as different as they may be to achieve our united goals. The fact that
each one of us is different means that we can bring the different gifts
and talents together to come up with a solution to everything and
succeed. For this reason, we really need to be brave and challenge
ourselves to work as a team. Only in this way we can build our
families and our parish.

There is a great example today of the united collective action of the
Church, by carrying the tragedies of wars to our Mother Mary in order
to put an end to them. This is the essence of His Holiness Pope
Francis’ consecration of Russia and Ukraine, and through them the
entire human family, to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Let us
participate, as One Church, in perpetual prayer that we raise to the

Work together as one team

Lord Jesus to stop wars, and let us pray in one heart, like the team
who carried the paralytic to Him.

Our work as one community continues in our parish despite its large
geographical and pastoral area. We are persistent in our endeavour
to be one family, united together through the work of our
committees, especially during the Lenten journey, renewing our
unity every day at every level. For instance, every Thursday we have
adoration at 8.00pm to meet our beloved Jesus in the Eucharist. It is
a weekly appointment in which we live, experience and rejoice in the
infinite mercy of God. Why don’t you be one of us and join us in the
adoration so you too can experience God’s mercy and rejoice in it. We
also pray the rosary everyday in the Cathedral. In praying the rosary,
we live with the Lord Jesus through our Mother Mary. In these
initiatives we stand together and join our hands to build our parish,
our souls and our world.

In preparation for the celebration of Easter, the parish is organising a
pilgrimage to Berrima and Goulburn on Saturday, 2 April. You are
called to participate in this day so we can activate our spiritual
readiness together as one family.

We must always remember that Lent is a learning experience on how
to change our attitude in life in order to share with others their
sorrows and joys. During Lent, the gates of heaven are opened, and
blessings are poured upon us.

Father Tony Sarkis

So that the Gospel
might be preserved

in its entirety by
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of Christ ®
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 27 March:

Sunday of the Paralytic

Masses 8:00 am | 9:30 am Lll:OO am | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm
9:30am 40 Day Sam Abraham Saide from Debel
11:30am One Year Lora Sabat from Hadchit wife of
Michael Anisse from Aintourine

5:00pm Joseph Salim Dina from Miziara (died in
Lebanon)

Monday 28 March:
6:00pm Hanna Doumit Katrib from Karem El Mohr
(died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 29 March:

10:30am Funeral Tony Selman Ters from Hraykes
6:00pm Mariana Sajih Nachar from Nfeisseh Akkar
widow of the late Mtanios Al Rassi (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 30 March:
I:!.11:“30am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch at the Church
a

Thursday 31 March:
6:00pm One Year Saiid Michel Kazzi from Haret Baassir
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Friday 1 April:

Masses 7:00 am and 9:00 am

6:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers and
Procession (Arabic)

8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers and
Procession (English)

Saturday 2 April:
6:00pm 40 Day Barbara Sarkis Maroun Barakat widow of
the late Youssef Boutros Dagher from Toula

Sunday 3 April:

Sunday of the Blind

Masses 8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:00 am | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm
11:00am One Year Jamil Amine Bechara from Blouza
5:00pm Raymond Gerges Azar from Hadchit

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 20/03/2022
Plates: $10,620.90 | Donations: $1,980 | Candles: $1,029.80
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,218,907.97  UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

» On Tuesday

evening

the 15 of March
Family of Divine Word
met met with Fr Melhem
Haikal in an evangelical
evening entitled “Mary,
the Mother of Hope.”

J
On Wednesday

In the evening Come Alive
helped pack hampers for
those in our city who are
doing it tough. We also
had the FoF Youth talk led
by Fr Tony on the topic of
“The Heart of Mary”,

On Monday night

We celebrated Mothers Day
in Lebanon with Mass,
parishioners were able to
write their mothers names
on cards which were

provided and placed on
the alter. After Mass a rose
plant was planted by the
priests and the cards were
placed in the soil offered
up for all our Mothers.

* OnFriday *

our parish family gathered ~ \L
for the Consecration prayer
for Russia & Ukraine to The
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Afterwards to adore the

Cross by praying the

Stations of the Cross as well
as participate in our
traditional Maronite

\ ‘Evening Prayers’

The Sodality prayed the

Sodality prayers in English

for the first time after 8am

Mass. Many people joined
usin prayer!

J/

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.




1. In house Qualified Accountant
CPA & Jnr accountant.
2. Project Manager's
e 3. Civil engineers
AKA Contractors / civil 4. Contract administrators (Snr & Jar)
. 5. Construction director
construction company & bt €ty miriavir
in Rosehill 7. Foreman
8. General labourers
9. Traffic Controflers
10, Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recrutement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
or contact Andre on 0425290373
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who
have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Akel Chebat & his wife Saideh Chebat (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanos Elias Elkazzi and

all his faithful departed, Mary Essey (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son
Joseph (1) (J) (K) (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S)
Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T)
The Homeless & The Sick (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)
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