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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Lent is an opportunity every year to go back to ourselves and
to God, to rediscover His great mercy, His immense
forgiveness, and His amazing love. The Parable of the Prodigal
Son, which is the core of our reflection on this fourth Sunday
of Lent presents to us a wonderful and meaningful story about
our relationship with God. In this parable, Our Lord wanted to
put into pictures a truth, deeper than any lecture, and a
narrative deeper than any homily or reflection.

In this parable, the younger son first shows that he believes
only in himself and material things. He wants to leave his
father’s house thinking he will be free to do whatever he
wants. But he soon finds that material things do not last, and
the pleasures which come from them are soon forgotten. The
flesh has an appetite which is never satisfied. When all his
money is gone and his friends have deserted him, the question
was where is the hope, where is this freedom? His only hope
now is in his father’s goodness.

The father has compassion on his son. He had been standing
at his front door, looking long and hard for a sign of the return
of his son. The father who is the very source of hope for his
children had himself hope that the one who had been lost,
would return to him and he was waiting for that moment. In
fact, although the father is the perfect apostle of hope simply
by him being what he is and being in his own house, the
younger son also becomes an apostle of hope by the loving act
of returning in a spirit of penance.

There is another very important lesson for us in this parable,
and a powerful incentive to acknowledge our sins, to go to
confession, and to do penance for them. Through God’s
mercy, the one who has sinned but now repents, is treated as
if he had never sinned, as if he never done wrong. He is fully
restored to his rights and to his honours. There is an Eastern
saying that for two things alone there is no limit: the stupidity
of man and the mercy of God. There is some truth in that.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7a.m,9a.m&6p.m

Wed 7 a.m, 9 a.m & 5:30 p.m (Arabic)
7 p.m (English Youth)
Sat 7:30 a.m &6 p.m (Ar/Eng)

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES

Rosary:
8 a.m (Arabic) Mon - Sat
9:30 a.m (English)

11 a.m (Ar/Eng)

5 p.m (Ar/Eng)

7 p.m (English)

Live Streaming
Through Social Media

Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour

CONFESSIONS Thur8 pm-9 pm

Before and during Saturday 6p.m
and Sunday Masses or by
appointment on weekdays

..“This prother of you

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

8:30am (Arabic) | 7 p.m (English)
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary | Fr Youssef Matta: 0427 922 092

24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 a.m

rs was dead and has come to life” 1k 15,1;. 3

Our hope is that we realise in our life how blessed we are by
having the opportunity to be believers in Jesus Christ and
living in the father's house. We are invited to learn that leaving
the father's house is a sign of death and coming back is a sign
of life. And then, by our very act of returning to the father's
house, we become apostles of hope for ourselves and for
others.

Consecration of Russia and Ukraine

The Vatican has announced that His Holiness Pope Francis will
consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary on Friday 25 March, Feast of the Annunciation, in St
Peter's Basilica. The same act, on the same day, will be
performed in Fatima by Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, papal
almoner.

Our Maronite Church in Australia will participate in the
consecration in our Churches raising our prayers to God our
Father, so that through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin,
he will grant us the gift of peace.

Let us strive to be apostles of hope this week!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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9a.m-4:30 pm
Saturday
9a.m-1p.m
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

Our parish boat, which took its name from the holy verse “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your Kingdom”, continues its
sailing in the vast ocean of Lent, exploring its deep spiritual
treasures. As the fourth week of its long journey begins, our boat
raises the sail of “I am no longer worthy to be called your son”. A
profound expression uttered by a repentant son to teach us how to
repent and return to the bosom of the Father. In this holy
atmosphere, we continue our journey as one united parish that lives
on the hope of the children of faith and life, to arrive together to the
Harbour of the Resurrection, the Harbour of the Kingdom of God in
our daily lives, without leaving anyone behind.

There are many waves in the sea of the Lent in our parish, but they do
not frighten us! With the Lord Jesus, the waves motivate us to cling to
our path, participate in our weekly Lenten program, revive our souls,
keep them alert and give meaning and life to our daily
preoccupation, so we know how to put every details in the hands of
Jesus. Among the many activities in our parish, today we highlight
the bible study in English every Wednesday evening, in order to
understand, experience and live the Word of God that guides our
daily reality. This activity is very important, like all our pastoral
activities, because it prepares us to be children of the loving and
merciful House of God. Let us all come together to hear and
experience God’s fatherhood by breaking and sharing the Word.

Monday 21 March is Mother’s Day in Lebanon, our motherland, our
wounded homeland. The mothers of our homeland are the rock of
Lebanon’s resilience. We will pray for our mothers who have passed
into the Kingdom of God, for our mothers who are continuing their
struggle in life, for the mother of every priest, monk, nun and
consecrated person, for the mother of every martyr and wounded,
for all your mothers and every mother, sister and grandmother, for
every mother who is living her motherhood to the end, because she
is the most precious one, she is first and foremost my mother, then
my mother, and then again my mother! On this occasion, we will
plant rose seedlings so that the fragrance of the Lebanese mother
will be with us in this parish. Let us come as one family and pray
together for the one whose tenderness unites us, our mother, the
mother of each of us, under the gaze of our Heavenly Mother, the
Virgin Mary.

A

“I am no longer worthy to be called your son”

Since we are talking about the mother’s heart, motherland and the
Virgin Mary, we must stand with His Holiness Pope Francis who will
announce, through the inspirations and wisdom of the Holy Spirit,
the consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. His Holiness will make the announcement on the Feast of the
Annunciation, on Friday 25 March, asking our Mother Mary to
intervene and stop the fighting between her children, and put an end
to the war in Ukraine. Whether we came from Lebanon or other
Middle Eastern countries, we suffered greatly from wars and their
woes, and we are fully aware of their tragedies.

To live the spirit of Lent and prepare for the celebrations of the
Glorious Resurrection, the parish is organising a pilgrimage to
Berrima and Goulburn, on Saturday 2 April. The day includes the
prayer of the rosary, a procession in the shrine of Berrima, a spiritual
talk, a visit to the new Marian Maronite monastery in Goulburn and
the Divine Liturgy. Breakfast and lunch are provided. Let us
participate as one family so that we may be truly called the children
of God, as we are indeed of the people of the House of the Lord. For
more information and details, please contact the parish office.

Finally, on behalf of the clergy and you, dear parishioners, | extend
my sincere congratulations to Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul who
obtained his Master in Theology in English, on the subject of the
theology of the Trinity of Venerable Patriarch Estephan Douaihy. This
study will enrich our Maronite Library. These are the children of our
parish and diocese. Congratulations.

Blessed are we if we live the Lenten Season in the spirit of repentance
with a remorseful heart, full of love for God and neighbour.

Father Tony Sarkis

Divine Revelation

must be transmitted
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 20 March:

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Masses 8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:00 am | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm
11:00 am All living and Departed of Mazraat Al Naher for
the Feast of St Joseph

Tuesday 22 March:
6:00pm Nabih Khalil Chalala from Jieh (died in
Lebanon)

Wednesday 23 March:

St Rafqa

11:30 am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch at the Church
Hall

Friday 25 March:

The Annunciation

Masses 7:00 am and 9:00 am

6:00 pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers and
Procession (Arabic)

"% Help the son find his
M way back to his Father
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8:00 pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers and
Procession (English)

Saturday 26 March:
6:00 pm One Year Georgette Bou Nassif from Hassroun
wife of George Dib from Bkerkacha

Sunday 27 March:
Sunday of the Paralytic
Masses 8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:00 am | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm

9:30 am 40 Day Sam Abraham Saide from Debel
11:00am One Year Lora Sabat from Hadchit wife of
Michael Anisse from Aintourine

5:00pm Joseph Salim Dina from Miziara (died in
Lebanon)

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 13/03/2022
Plates: 20,986.65$ | Donations: 2,800$ | Candles: 1,506.15$

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

On Monday night On Tuesday

evening

Heaven on Earth hits the
park in Liverpool to give
prepared meals (and smiles)
to those in need. Whilst here
on parish grounds, the men
of the family committee
meet to “listen to a faith talk
and discuss its impact on our
personal and family lives.
Our aim is to continually
improve our knowledge to

Christ and get closer to Him.”
\ _

the Family of the Divine
Word met with Fr John
Paul to be enriched about
‘holy jealousy:
/

On Wednesday

the MYO met with Fr
Charbel for a ‘Faith on Fire’
session to be enriched
about the Mysteries of
Healing.

On Friday {

our parish family gathered

to adore the Cross by

praying the Stations of the

Cross as well s participate

in our traditional Maronite
‘Evening Prayers’

. J/ J/

On Saturday

our teens met to discuss
the importance of faith and
trust in God.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who
have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Akel Chebat & his wife Saideh Chebat (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanos Elias Elkazzi and

all his faithful departed, Mary Essey (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son
Joseph (1) (J) (K) (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S)
Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T)

The Homeless & The Sick (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)
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