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SUNDAY OF THE
“ FAITHFUL
. DEPARTED

It is a loving act to show
sadness when our dear ones
are torn from us, but it is a
" holy act to be joyful through
hope and trust in the
promises of God.

St. Paulinus of Nola
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THE GOSPEL

lesus said: "There was a rich man who was dressed in
purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man
died and was carried away by the angels to be with
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In
Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side.
He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for | am in agony in these
flames. But Abraham said, Child, remember that
during your lifetime you received your good things,
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this,
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so
that those who might want to pass from here to you
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.”
He said, ‘Then, father, | beg you to send him to my
father's house - for | have five brothers - that he may
warn them, so that they will not also come into this
place of torment” Abraham replied, ‘They have
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.
He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him,
‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises
from the dead.”

THE EPISTLE

MNow concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have a
nything written to you. For you yourselves
know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say,
“There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or
of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
for those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.

PRATER

God of mercy and
compassion, we entrust our
departed loved ones into
YOur care as we offer
prayers and reparation on
their behalf. May their souls
be resting in the peace and
glory of your holy presence.

Lk 16: 19 - 31 1Thess5:1-11 Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

After Sunday of Commemoration of the Priests and Sunday of
Commemoration of the Righteous and the Just, the Church
commemorates today the faithful departed. On this Sunday, the
Earthly Church remembers her sons and daughters who have
departed this world and gone to the Heavenly Church. This
commemoration is in fact for both the dead and the living, asitis a
call for us to accompany our dead on a spiritual journey with them.
This journey does not come to an end by the end of the week of
the faithful departed, but continues throughout the Great Lent,
Passion Week, all the way to the Cross and Resurrection, where it
reaches its climax in Christ who died and rose for us. Our concept
of death as Christians is different from how the world sees it. We
believe that death is not the end but rather the beginning of
eternal life with the Lord Jesus. And as we live the joy of opening
the tomb and rolling the stone from its entrance at dawn of the
Day of Resurrection, we live in hope when one of our loved ones
departs from this world, because whoever dies with the Lord will
be on a long journey with Him, so that they will rise with the Lord,
since the point of arrival is the glory of the Resurrection.

In today’s Epistle, Saint Paul speaks about hope, which is the rod
and nourishment in this journey, the journey of the faithful, the
journey of preparation for eternal life. Securing the Kingdom and
securing the eternal home of the Heavenly Father takes place here
on earth, by living the faith and applying it to reality through love,
giving and mercy. In today’s Gospel, Saint Luke warns us of the
obstacles and things that prevent us from putting our faith into
practice. All these obstacles and causes have one same spirit, a
spirit that has turned into the disease of our time, the spirit of
indifference, the spirit of neglect and complacency, the spirit that
makes us turn our faces away from the needy, telling ourselves: “I|
don't carel” ... “None of my business!” .... “l still have time, perhaps
next time!” Wasn’t that what the rich man in today’s Gospel did?
We know neither the time nor the hour. Therefore, we must be of
service to one another, because the Lord is in each of us. This is
how we secure our heavenly home.

SUNDAY OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

This is the final week of Commemorations, and it is dedicated to
the faithful departed. The equivalent in the Roman Catholic
Church is All Souls Day commemorated on 2 November. In our
Maronite Lectionary we are greeted with the Parable of the rich
man and Lazarus.

Our focus today is on the problem of wealth. Media depicts the
possibilities we can attain, the luxuries we can enjoy, the
adventures we can live, all if we had money. Wealth brings us
everything. Or does it?

The parable depicts the self-indulgent life of a rich man who
‘dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day’ (v19), He had all he wanted until death came along and
then he had nothing.

Riches can blind us to the reality of life. As we read, ‘at his gate lay
a poor man named Lazarus’ (v20). Yet the rich man never cast a
glance in Lazarus’ direction. When we possess wealth beyond our
wildest dreamns, we begin to want and take and possess, that we
end up leaving behind many other things that most truly matter,
because we no longer have room for them. Satisfying our
ever-increasing hunger leaves little time for others. And in our
wealth and esteem we begin to make gods of ourselves. No
longer in need of the mercy of others we become the be all and
know all. As the parable states, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone
rises from the dead’ (v31).

Wealth cushions from reality and provides one with a false sense
of self-assurance. The only way to truth and back to God is
through humility. We are no better than the poor man at our
door. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

“Truly now they sleep in faith”

Praying for our faithful departed takes much prominence in the
Maronite Mass and in the para-liturgies, such the Rite of the
Prayer of Incense. It is so important that we pray for our faithful
departed and participate in this journey. Our Marenite Church
devotes a whole week to do so. Through the liturgy and
especially the Divine Liturgy, the Church in heaven and the
Church on earth unite together to pray for the rest of the souls
of the departed. During this week, all Masses will be followed by
the Prayer of Incense, because in reality, the Maronite Prayer of
Incense is truly a wonderful example of these prayers. This
prayer commemorates all those who have gone to their rest
before us, including Mary, the Mother of God, the prophets,
apostles, martyrs and all the saints. The chant does not mention
death, rather it says: “truly now they sleep in faith, resurrection
is their hope, awaiting the Lord to come and give them their
crown.” It is a prayer of aspiration and encourages us to be like
the saints who: “giving witness to the Lord, they made Satan run
for fear, they conguered deceit. Like gold tested in the fire, trials
anly strengthened you; triumphant your memory in heaven and
earth.” The beautiful poetry and imagery of this text reinforces
the deep meaning of the prayer. It gives us hope that our faithful
departed will one day dwell in the presence of God, and further
it gives us hope that we too can earn this reward as well.

In order to receive this reward, we need to activate our journey
with charitable deeds. Let us take action and make an initiative
this week, a gesture of mercy towards someone whom we know
that they are in need, so that they do not remain alone at the
gate of our hearts! Let us continue to pray for our dead with
faith, hope and love, so that they may rest in peace through
God's mercy.

Father Tony Sarkis

The elderly should be
cared for like a treasure
of humanity: they are our
wisdom, our memory.
It is crucial that
grandchildren remain
close to their
grandparents, who are
like roots from which
they draw the sa
of human an
spiritual values.
- Pope Francis



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This week, on the last Sunday of the Sundays of Commemorations,
we pray for our faithful departed. We remember all those people
who have finished their earthly pilgrimage and pray for them to
enter the eternal dwellings of light.

The Word of God teaches us that not everything ends in the grave
with death. After this brief life on earth, God awaits us for a life of
eternity and desires happiness for us. The Gospel of this Sunday
with the parable of the rich man and Lazarus reminds us that by
using our freedom we can refuse this happiness and choose hell
and this becomes irreversible with death.

In the parable, Abraham says to the rich man that there is a “great
gulf fixed,” so that those in heaven cannot pass to hell, and those
in hell cannot rise to heaven. The rich man had in effect denied his
common covenant with Lazarus, and now there was no bond
between them. If we renounce God, in other words, we must live
with the results and consequences. As Pope Benedict XVI points
out in his encyclical Spe Salvi, “With death, our life-choice
becomes definitive—our life stands before the judge.” We have
chosen and we get what we have chosen.

Brothers and sisters, just as it is important for us to think of all
those people who are dear to us, to think of the moments that we
have lived with them, it is also important that we pray for them.
Our solidarity with those we love and who are gone cannot be
stopped by death. We can and must continue to support them
with our fervent prayers. Let us on this Sunday ask the Heavenly
Father to have mercy on all our faithful departed for whom His Son
Jesus suffered and died on the cross and grant us to live holy lives
50, on the day of judgment, we will be standing on Lazarus’ side of
the gulf with the Lord and His saints.
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Lenten Appeal for Lebanon

We will scon enter the Season of Great Lent. Lent is a time of
almsgiving, prayer and fasting. Our brothers and sisters in
Lebanon need our help today. You will find in your parish
churches charity boxes that you can take home to collect spare
change during the weeks of Lent. All money donated will go
towards the Lebanese Family Appeal to provide basic food
necessities for as many families as possible in Lebanon.

Your small change can make a difference for these families. |
thank you for taking the boxes to your homes and returning
them to your local parish at the end of Lent.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday as we pray that the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

BibleWiso -

Parable of the K__it_:h_ M__an & Lazarus

Areithe statemenis below TRUE of FALSE?
Réad the stenfand color in the aspropriate box
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PARISH CAMERA

WORLD'S GREATEST
SHAVE 2022!

CONTACT LOUIS
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Fasting, Prayer & Almsgi

Crossing the Wilderness to Be With God

@ WEDNESDAY FEB 23RD | 8PM

PRESENTED BY DEACON RON HASSARATI :
FATH m FIRE REC ROOM - LEVEL 1 CYPC | ———

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK

a AK A 1. In house Qualified Accountant
CPA & Jnr accountant.
A 2. Project Manager's
o % 3. Civil engineers
AKA Contractors / civil _ 4. Contract administrators (Snr & Jnr)
construction company 5. Construction director

6. Estimators & quantity surveyor

in Rosehill 7. Foreman

8. General labourers
9. Traffic Controllers
10. Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
or contact Andre on 0425290373



PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 20 February: Sunday of the Faithful Departed

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

11:00am 40 Day Richard EI-Chami from lezzine

5:00pm 40 Day Alice Nehmtallah Maroun from Bnachi widow
of the late Sleiman Kabalane Mouawad (Abou Ali)
from Zgharta

Monday 21 February:
10:30am Funeral Youssef Salim Sarkis from Wadi Qannoubine

Wednesday 23 February:
7:00pm 40 Day Brian Tanas Lawas Abrahim Yaacoub from
Kfarsghab

Saturday 26 February:
Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm

Sunday 27 February: Cana Sunday — Entrance into the Great Lent

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

9:30am One Year Bachir Assaad Bechara and his wife Elmaza
Mtanios Youssef from Karm El Mohr

11:00am S5ayed Tannous Abi Azar from Serhel (died in Lebanon)

5:00pm Eugene Tachedjian wife of Krikor Demirdjian from
Beirut (died in America)

Monday 28 February: Ash Monday

6:00am Rite of Blessing of the Ashes

7am & 9am Mass and Rite of Blessing of the Ashes
10:45am MCHF Mass and Rite of Blessing of the Ashes

S5pm & 7pm Mass and Rite of Blessing of the Ashes

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral invite you to a Lenten Lunch of over 20
dishes avery Wednesday during Lent, 11:30am Mass

followed by lunch at 12:15pm in the Church Hall
(510 donnation por porscn. All funds rased goos 1o holp poor lamilies o Lobanan)
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PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS  For week ending: 13/02/2022
Plates: $9,541.15 | Donations: $1,700.00 | Candles: $1,531.55

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 53,810477.71 CYPC: 531,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: 51,231,506.72 UNITS: 510,054 posT-CovID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Memtallah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Badwanieh Coorey (D)
Mahrous Dib, Layla Dib [E) Matthew Essey, Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed (F) {G) Colleen George (H) Anis &
Maureen Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (1) Khalil Youssef Issa &
his wife Marina (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family, Jose Gerges Jallis & his wife Miriana, Elias & Mariam Jahjah (K] (L)
Semaan Assaf Loulach & his wife Chemoune, Salim Assaf Loulach & his wife Nazmieh (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun,
Hanna Makhlouf Amine Makhlouf {N) Nicholas & Queenie Nicholas, Mona Nasr (O} (P} (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter
Chehade Roumanos (S) Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef
Mikhael Shaheen [T) (U) (V) (W) [X) (Y) Sayed Nakhle Yammine (Z)
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