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"God is a spring of living
| water that flows unceasingly
into the hearts of those who

pray"

St Louis de Montfort
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THE GOSPEL

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. lacob’s well was
there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well.
It was about noon, A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” The Samaritan woman said
to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a womnan of
Samaria?” (lews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) lesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God,
and whao it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would
have asked him, and he would have given you living water." The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and
his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks
of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the
water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that |
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to
eternal life.” The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, 50
that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw
water.” Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back.”
The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
“You are right in saying, ‘| have no husband’; for you have had five
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What
you have said is truel” The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you
are a prophet. Qur ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but
you say that the place where people must worship is in
Jerusalem.” lesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in lerusalem. You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the lews. But the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
waorship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such
as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). "When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “l am
he, the one who is speaking to you.”

THE EPISTLE

Do you not know, brothers and sisters — for |
am speaking to those who know the law — that
the law is binding on a person only during that
person’s lifetime? Thus a married woman is
bound by the law to her husband as long as he
lives; but if her husband dies, she is discharged
from the law concerning the husband.
Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if
she lives with another man while her husband
is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from
that law, and if she marries another man, she is
not an adulteress. In the same way, my friends,
you have died to the law through the body of
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to
him who has been raised from the dead in
order that we may bear fruit for God. While we
were living in the flesh, our sinful passions,
aroused by the law, were at work in our
members to bear fruit for death. But now we
are discharged from the law, dead to that
which held us captive, so that we are slaves not
under the old written code but in the new life
of the Spirit.

Rom7:1-6

PRATER

Lord God,

wellspring of eternal life,
grant us the wisdom and
generosity of heart to
accept all that comes from
Your Hand in this life.
May we never fear your plan
of salvation working in us
through your Holy Spirit.
Be it done, according to

your holy Will. Amen.
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The Woman of Samaria

Why would God ask a Samaritan woman for a drink? Was Jesus thirsty It is true, the place people must worship is in Jerusalem, the holy
for water? Or was he thirsty for something else? Somecne else? Jesus city. This is the city where the Temple of God rests and therefore,
had used the opportune time. His disciples were out of the way, out effectively, God dwells. It is the central place of offering burnt
buying food. This is how loving God is. He comes to us. We think we offerings, cereal offerings and drink offerings. However, lesus
come to Him but, in His kindness and mercy, he comes to us. He challenges this. He prophesises that neither the Temple nor the
waited for the disciples to leave, he went to the well and there he saw mountain will be the place of worship. He is even so bold as to say
a young maiden at the well. He came to her. In her part, | think the “You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know".
woman had much humility. She separated herself from the identity of Of course, we need to look at the context for these words of
Jews by asking “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman ‘reproach’, which are in fact words of love. What do the Samaritans
of Samaria?” She knew her perceived place in society and she also believe in? Do they worship God the way Moses was instructed to
knew the place of the lews. She understood herself as “me, a woman”. worship God? Do they implore their own practices, ignoring the
But what is striking is this. She says a “woman of Samaria”. She Levitical priesthood and inviting pagan practices and false gods into
understood that she belonged to the 1) the ‘weaker’ gender and 2) the lives of the people? In the book of Hosea, the poor prophet of
the unclean, Samaritan race. the North whose harlotry marriage became a symbol for the
relationship of the people of Israel to God, speaks eloquently about
Jesus answered her, “If vou knew the gift of God, and who it is that is this. In Chapter 4 the prophet writes “My people are destroyed for
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he lack of knowledge” (v6). The verb of knowing can be translated to
would have given you living water.” How can the Samaritans know the love. God doesn't just desire for us to know him, as in to have
gift of God? Perhaps Jesus uses this statement to show the Samaritan knowledge of Him. He desires to love us. To be in an intimate
woman that the faith she possesses is not true. Perhaps He is trying to relationship with us. When Jesus says to the woman of Samaria “we
enlighten her to the prophecies written about Himself. Perhaps he is worship what we know", perhaps we can gather, that He worships
trying to encourage her to know that if one believes and worships the what He loves. He knows and therefore loves God. This loving
one true God ONLY THEN we would ask Him to give us a drink. That is, reproach to the Samaritan woman may be a call for her future
to give us the Holy Spirit because it is the Holy Spirit who is the conversion.
fountain of living water.
Jesus’ simple request at the beginning of this encounter was “give
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The me a drink”. The woman gave to him what he was most thirsty for,
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are her soul and with that he was able to not only transform her life but
right in saying, ‘| have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, give to her what she has been thirsty for her whole life, namely, the
and the one you have now is not your husband. What vou have said is “spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” Which He pledges to all
true!” At the time of the Assyrian conguest of Israel in 722BC the king who believe in Him. Amen.
of Assyria brought in five foreign nations: Babylon, Cuthah, Avva,
Hamath, and Sepharvaim. Each nation brought in their own pagan Have a Blessed Sunday!
practices to an already pagan Israel. True worship of the one true God
wasremoved from lsrael during thethe time of King Jleroboam and
now Jesus is the “shoot...from the stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1) that
would bring back the lost sheep of the house of lsrael and restore true
worship of God, in spirit and truth,

SPIRIT OF TRUTH O Lord grant us the

In our final week of the Season of Epiphany we have the story of

Jesus and the Samaritan woman. Only found in John's Gospel, this m
is the longest conversation Jesus has and it is with a non-lewish Mﬁ?@

\ to belcomverted
The entry point of the conversation starts with the matter of M@f @ !
religious views. The woman wants to debate where worship

should be — on the mountain or in Jerusalem. Remember ‘ta, Wﬂ
Samaritans and Jews, although they held very similar beliefs,

were still enemies of one another due to different interpretations
of their sacred texts. Today we continue to have the same issue M,Oﬁ m Wf/b

where different denominations of Christianity quarrel over

semantics and other matters. Yet lesus’' response to the 6‘0/ M
Sarnaritan woman and to our squabbling is important. ?a' f
Religion and worship and faith is not about getting it right, being M 4 %0/ 5

black and white and strictly held with absolute certainty (and |
might add obstinately). Jesus responds to stubbornly held views

with the following: ‘True worshippers will worship the Father in W 5?0% W{/‘S’ﬂ é@/

spirit and truth’ (v23). Such is faith. It is not a prescription of laws
and set behaviours and rigid understanding. It is what moves the
heart, awakens our soul and invites us to look deeper and be 6{/5, w

transformed. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn = @%&6/ ZLW



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospels of the Season of the Epiphany in our Maronite
liturgical year invite us to embark on a baptismal journey. Last
week, we read about the encounter between Jesus and
Nicodemus and the birth of water and the Spirit. Today, we read
about lesus revealing His mystery to the Samaritan Woman.

In the scene at the well, we see two figures: Jesus and a woman,
the Samaritan. Jesus is tired. He sits on the edge of a well to rest
alone. This woman whose name we do not know comes to draw
water for her household but is surprised by Jesus' request "Give
me a drink”. She retaliates on the spot and says to him: “How is it
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samarita?” And
Jesus answers: "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” (In 4:10)

This is quite an answer from lesus. The dialogue between Jesus
and this woman culminates in the revelation of Jesus' particular
closeness to God. Indeed, in response to the Samaritan woman
saying, "l know that Messiah is coming... When he comes, he will
proclaim all things to us,” lesus replies, “I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.” (Jn 4:26)

This revelation is timely in this Season of the Epiphany. It is
through Jesus that new life in God is given to baptized persons,
making them pass from death to life, from darkness to light. This
new life received at baptism is symbolized by the water from the
well. This new life goes far beyond what we can perceive. It is a
total transformation of our being and the life of God which is
realized day by day in us. We are called to live for God like Christ
and with Christ, until we meet Him in His heavenly glory.

KIDS CORNER

United with Lebanon

ustralia - Caritas Lebanon Crisis Appe

DONATE NOW

How can we let the living water of our Baptism work in our lives
and produce all its fruits in us? To do this, let us echo the
Samaritan woman’s words: “Lord, give me this water, so that |
may never be thirsty...” (In 4:15) In this Season, let us renew our
commitment as baptized persons by affirming our faith in Jesus
and by doing our best to follow him according to our vocations,
whether this may be as husband or wife, as parents, as children,
as parish volunteers, as single people, as workers, as
consecrated men and women... Let us remember that with
Christ, through the water of Baptism, we died to sin and rose
again to a new life of love, joy, peace, sharing and giving.

Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon

In my message earlier this month, | had informed you about the
Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon. | thank every person who
contributed to this appeal to help provide urgent basic needs to
the most vulnerable in Lebanon. All second collection plates at
our Maronites parishes across Australia this week will also go
towards this cause. For more information and donations, please
visit: caritas.org.au/lebanon

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Samaritan
Woman




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Men's
Faith & Fellowship
INTO THE BREACH - MASCULINTY

Join us for our first session of 2022 o5 we begin the “Tnto The
Breach™ 12-pert program created by the American Knights of

Columbus, exploring essential qualities of Cotholic Men.

open discussion featuring Deacon Ron Hasarati.

MONDAY 318T, 2022 = T:30PM 200
i Mackillop Room - Level 1 CYPC oty

AKA Contractors / civil
construction company
in Rosehill

Maronite History and Spirituality

WEDNESDAY FEB 2ZND | 8PM

PRESENTED BY FR YUHANNA AZIZE
SENIORS ROOM - GROUND LEVEL CYPC

VOCATION DISCERMMENT
MNIGHT

ROAD TO

WEDNESDAY | 16TH FEBRUARY 2028
TESTIMONY OF FATHER
MICHAEL BOUDAHER

MASS
7TPM

FOLLOWED BY
TESTIMOMNY TALK & (&

1. In house Qualified Accountant
CPA & Jnr accountant.

2. Project Manager's

3. Civil engineers

4. Contract administrators (Snr & Jnr)

5. Construction director

6. Estimators & quantity surveyor

7. Foreman

8. General labourers

9. Traffic Controllers

10. Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au

or contact Andre on 0425290373
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AN N u U N cE M E NTS Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon

Lebanon has been plunged into an economic
and social erisis that has brought the country to
the brink of collapse.

Caritas Australia has launched an appeal to aid
the Lebanese people,

Your support can help provide education,
healthcare services, and immediate basic needs
www._cartas.org.au/ bebanon to the most vulnerable in Lebanon.

Order Online .
Pickup in store E

Scan the QR code above or visit For more information and donations, please
www. Sloavescafe.com.au visit: caritas.org.au/lebanon
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET & LOANS REPAYMENTS

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS S5 ONLY A WEEK WEEKLY COLLECTIONS  For week ending: xxx

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED Plates: Sxxx | Donations: Sxxx

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. CYPC: 53,810,477.71 CYPC: 531,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2393 UNITS: 51,231,506.72 UMNITS: 510,054 poST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B} Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Anis & Maureen
Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (l) [J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph
& Family (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury (L) (M) Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi,
. Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun (N) {0) (P} (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Nabih Saad & his

L children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen [T) (U) (V) [W) (X] [Y)

(Z)
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