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THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of
the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart
from the presence of God." Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?" Jesus
answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.
What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you, “You
must be born from above. The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?" Jesus answered him, “Are you
a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things? “Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that

Brothers and sisters,
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned
and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. But now that faith
has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all
children of God through faith. As many of you
as were baptised into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer lew
or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there
is no longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.

Galatians 3: 23 - 29
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“Mery truly, | tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God
" without being born of water and
Spirit.

John 3:5

PRATER

Lord lesus,
it was pleasing to the Father to
have sent His own son for the
salvation of the world so those
who believe in Him may have
eternal life. Look now Lord, on
our broken humanity and baptise
her with fire and Spirit so we

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may have knowledge of God'’s
may not perish but may have eternal life. great love for us.
John3:1-16 Amen
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“God so loved the world” (John 3:16)

If we were to encapsulate the whole Gospel in one verse, it would «Those who refuse this gift of Christ’s love and redemption
come from John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his deprive themselves of eternal life”. By walking in the light of

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish ¢ ot \we will gain happiness, joy and peace.
but might have eternal life”. It is one of the most widely known

relnes ofﬁhrima"it'f that if'*:“” t:"'pEd itin Google, it appears asan o, what was it that inspired Tim Tebow to proclaim to 91 million
information blurb (from Wikipedia), and | quote, “John 3:16 is one people the message of “For God so loved the world that he gave

of the most widely quoted verses from the Bible". In 2009, this . only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
quote made its way on top of the cheekbones of former National perish but might have eternal life”. Could it be that the world, so
Football League player Tim Tebow. Tebow wore eye markings cqd from love (Matthew 24:12) needed to be reminded of this
during a match when he played a championship football game. His |5ye7 Could it be that those who have been led astray by false
eye markings had written in them “John 3:16". During the game 91 . .ciohs (Matthew 24:5) needed to be reminded that it is only
million people googled “lohn 3:16". Tebow has said that this quote through believing in the One Messiah, that we are assured
is the essence of our Christianity. It is the essence of our hope. An .iarnal life? Could it have been for us, to remind us of our calling

ordinary sportsman in the National Football League caused 91 i, he channels of hope to the world? It is us who have been
million people to hear the good news that God loves us! cleansed by the waters of baptism and the fire of the Holy Spirit

who are called to believe in this profound self-gift of God and to
The feast of the Incarnation served to remind us that “God so loved .« it all the while.

the world that he gave his only Son”. God the Father gave us Christ

in the incarnation to show us this tremendous love. In @ world yp;s requires an act of faith on our behalf. Whilst the pressing
grieved by sin, God thought it right to empty himself and to take trials, stresses, anxieties and many responsibilities press deeply
the form of a slave (Philippians 2:7). This gift of God to the world is upon us we can lose sight of this joyful truth. And so with the
one of gentleness and hope. God's self-gift to us in the Person of p._jmist we pray “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test
Jesus is a total, free, fruitful offering to the world. me and know my thoughts” (Psalm 139:23).

God’s patience with humanity is made perfect in the self-gift of

God the Son. By making himself vulnerable to love and to be loved, Have a Blessed Sunday!
he expects the same from us who believe in him so we may attain

eternal life. Believing in Jesus and the mercy he brings can deepen

our love for him and can help us grow in communion with him.

SPIRIT OR FLESH

To be born of the Spirit. Well, it is a change from living a life based
simply on scientific explanation and rationalism.

We are made by God and God's very breath has given us life.
God's Holy Spirit is within us and encompasses us. We are not
simply people of the flesh. We are not simply thinking and
reasoning human beings. We are spirit and mind, soul and body.
However all too often we pay more attention to what our head
says than what our heart is trying to tell us. All too often we focus
on the physical aspects of life without immersing ourselves in the
grace around us.

Today's Gospel reminds us we are spiritual beings in a human
body. lesus tells Nicodemus of ‘being born of water and Spirit’
(v5). This is not to deny we are physical human beings. lesus
continues by saying, “What is born of flesh is flesh, and what is
born of the Spirit is spirit’ (v6). We decide in the end whether we
live by flesh or spirit.

Are we just ‘born of flesh’, desiring, possessing and craving? Do
we live our lives through carnal passions and earthly desires? Or
do we encompass our baptismal grace of 'what is born of the
Spirit is spirit'?

We are called to the realisation that we have lives made of flesh
but also imbued with the grace of God's Spirit. To live both on
earth and with a view to heaven. We are both human and have
the spirit of the divine. 5o let us make the best of our earthly lives
with the spirit of grace to guide us. Amen ,
Sr Margaret Ghosn




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We read this Sunday about the encounter between Jesus and
Nicodemus, a Pharisee who came to lesus at night and who,
during this meeting, receives a catechesis on Salvation. It is the
same Nicodemus who, after the crucifixion and death of Christ,
will come to claim his body to bury it.

Micodemus was a wise man who sincerely sought the truth. As a
Pharisee he dares to go to Jesus, for the moment at night; but at
the time of the trial of the Cross, he will come forward publicly to
collect the body of lesus.

We see Nicodemus coming to Jesus in the night, expressing his
explicit belief that Jesus is the "Teacher.” This is a personal belief in
Jesus, but this faith, if it does not flourish, remains incomplete.
Therefore, it must be completed by speaking out, that is, by a
public confession in front of everyone. Nicodemus came at night
to acknowledge Jesus, the light of the world, but whoever sees the
light must be filled with it and radiate it for people to see the good
works and glorify the Heavenly Father.

Here we stop to ask ourselves: If we were in Nicodemus' place,
would we have come to Jesus? Would we come at night or
during the day? Would we have confessed that Jesus was the
teacher? We know that the Lord performs daily miracles in the
life of each of us and in the sacraments, especially in the
Eucharist. Do we still come to Him or do we turn to others?

TEEN'S CORNER
4' ’-I‘IJJI_

As we have now journeyed well into January, we pray to God
that we will be able to meet up at teens and continue our
journey with Christ.

Dearest teens ..

Who knows what's around the corner, but most importantly we
must continue to pray, rely and trust in our Lord. Let's also pray
for those that are suffering from covid and are in ICU,

As your leaders get ready to prepare for the first term, stay
tuned and follow all of our social media including Facebook and
instagram.

These pages will keep you informed of what's coming up and
when we will start again including our registration day.

Till then please pray for your leaders and in turn we will pray for
you guys and your families...

Yours in Christ
Joey Khoury

And when do we come to Him? Do we only come when we need
Him or do we come to Him daily? All of these things we have to
think about in order to renew our relationship with lesus and
complete the journey of our lives with Him as our Light.

Let us pray in this Season of the Epiphany: Come Holy Spirit,
come inhabit our hearts, come give us new life. Help us to renew
our baptismal vows, so that we live through You and seek to
radiate Your light and tell of Your love and majesty in every time
and place. Amen.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
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Fersen Executive Team Elections

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK

m AK A 1. In house Qualified Accountant
CPA & Jnr accountant.
A 2. Project Manager's
3. Civil engineers

AKA Contractors / civil 4. Contract administrators (Snr & Jnr)
2 5. Construction director

.[.'»ﬂﬂstl'll G!"]“ company 6. Estimators & quantity surveyor

in Rosehill 7. Foreman

8. General labourers
9. Traffic Controllers
10. Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
or contact Andre on 0425290373



PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 23 January: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

11:00am Tony Youssef Badawi Raffoul from Haref Miziara (died
in Lebanon)

5:00pm 40 Day losephine Antonios Bou Mehrez from Zgharta
wife of Samir Adel from Tripoli

7:00pm Ramza George Antoun from Wadi Bnahlaiy (died in

Lebanon)

Monday 24 January:
6:00pm One Year Imad Alkhawand from Saidoun = Jezzine

Tuesday 25 January:

10:30am Funeral Brian Lawas Abrahim Yaacoub from Kfarsghab

6:00pm Therese Louis Abou Chaaya widow of the late Elias
Nkoula Sadaka from Zahle (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 27 January:
6:00pm Remon Gerges Alsamrani from Jaj died in Lebanon)

Friday 28 January:
6:00pm Labibeh Said Moussa widow of the late Michel Hanna
Elias from Karm El Mohr (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 29 January:
Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm

Sunday 30 January: 4th Sunday after Epiphany

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

11:00am One year Rahil Sarkis widow of the late Boutros
Boutros from Zgharteghrine

5:00pm  One Year Assia Sahyoun from Kfarfou

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Order Online .
Pickup in store E

Scan the QR code above or visit
www.Sloavescafe.com.au
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enguires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

www.caritas. org.au' lebanon
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FREE DELIVERY FOR OMLINE ORDERS OVER 5150
Conditions app
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Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon

Lebanon has been plunged into an economic
and social erisis that has brought the country to
the brink of collapse.

Caritas Australia has launched an appeal to aid
the Lebanese people,

Your support can help provide education,
healthcare services, and immediate basic needs
to the most vulnerable in Lebanon.

For more information and donations, please

visit: caritas.org.au/lebanon
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PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: xxx

Donations: Sxxx

MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS

CYPC: 531,673  POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UMNITS: 510,054 poST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Plates: Sxxx |

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,810,477.71
UNITS: $1,231,506.72



: C)}JU E‘:):Jl "ﬂ.:-u

!&*MJ#JG‘J*“LHL}'N! #ﬂu‘d,b:?iq.uh
gt il 35 cugatshy il Sty Sl s
fosiaduadll 5 die 3 o LS cslladlly gl 3L 3 o)l & Ll

s Gyl paall 3 @y ol 21 LadIS 1 aaad Laips Jalilly JAISH 1) aSYIs lusy) pliaf dllis

|L14‘L+_;5| L-a)ui-suhbe- ﬁqza«u-m 4

huﬁﬁﬂlqjuhu‘ﬁlgﬂgﬁeﬂall"uﬁhTﬂmel LH.JL.,. u-'-.x“wh&,n

$alall Bolis Lag
oy Q81 o il das) b Bl Gang:

TL,JHIL:._,‘{AL._,

-islia O ollailly yulally (sl u'm?' e@lall IS ) Al 1 22N a
‘swm-numgﬁumhw elead) 3B o clgd Glady) 588 13

1At 3l (3 oie G of ol il Sy of ey of G o o a8 G alenii G5 Saas

Ny yihaly dgladadl cdagli ya of ¢ ppiatl Gall phacly (bl e GDAY olpm 3a o olaily A gganlly 4 i) DLl @il
Ly l‘wdja#suhd?'lﬂqi.ﬂ_y?h!)mimql
Pl Gl jle

- ¥
» 1” fw - - - ¥ . 2~ X+ «

Tactyll S8 Yl Anpolall SN (UghYly diglad) Lanil) ol o 5Ly 38 of iy el ASu2 5 I L plyy LA o f il
Lasga ! il aialgall Uy o A3y Bpeall daaly Jy edyling Liga€all eiliball (PUS ga candll Glag) Juaay ¥ Uie adS Dy A
AT il SEL L e (ha 2030 (g goUndag 18 crpuaal) Eigung 30 IS 5 gl i Tyaliana) 03 13sh o) (3l o¥gA o
Gukdly felic uly (I3 e Eiliog a8 (pSls sl g Lo aitd Bdal ol as)f oS ¢ uais oLl e AS80 Eiill B IS B e Bl
Bt ST L Ly Snial b g alice (e el Al i danlast 18] of ot ol ahal o @l ilIS Y Sl
it 1) o O s g Liail o 8 8 qaadd pae i L) e g a3l A0S e 3Ly SN LAl ) SalE e sl AL

el (e Bja€ 33aS allaad ladic .4y L Lal Wy el

Gl pagaighil jla

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [G) Colleen George [H) Anis &
Maureen lamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (1) (J) Youssef &
Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury (L) (M) Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Youssef Maroun & his wife Ghessoun (N) (O) (P) (Q] (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus,
Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine,
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y} (Z)
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