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" FIRST SUNDAY
| AFTER THE
" EPIPHANY

"If we do not fill our mind
with prayer, it will fill itself
with anxieties, worries,
temptations, resentments,
and unwelcome memories."

e
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OUR LAI]\; OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

o —————————
The next day lohn saw Jesus coming towards him and
declared, “"Here is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world! This is he of whom | said, After
me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.’ | myself did not know him; but | came
baptising with water for this reason, that he might be
revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “l saw the
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. | myself did not know him, but the
one who sent me to baptise with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain
is the one who baptises with the Holy Spirit.” And |
myself have seen and have testified that this is the
Son of God."

In1:29-34

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, | myself, Paul, appeal to

you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ
— | who am humble when face to face with
you, but bold toward you when | am away! — |
ask that when | am present | need not show
boldness by daring to oppose those who think
we are acting according to human standards.
Indeed, we live as human beings, but we do not
wage war according to human standards; for
the weapons of our warfare are not merely
human, but they have divine power to destroy
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every
proud obstacle raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we take every thought
captive to obey Christ. We are ready to punish
every disobedience when your obedience is
complete. Look at what is before your eyes. If
you are confident that you belong to Christ,
remind yourself of this, that just as you belong
to Christ, so also do we. Now, even if | boast a
little too much of our authority, which the Lord
gave for building you up and not for tearing
you down, | will not be ashamed of it. | do not
want to seem as though | am trying to frighten
you with my letters. For they say, “His letters
are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence
is weak, and his speech contemptible.” Let such
people understand that what we say by letter
when absent, we will also do when present.

Scott Hahn

PRATER

"Lamb of God,

have mercy on us, for we

are weak and frail human
beings who easily forget the
great sacrifice of Love that

you offered for us.

Grant us the grace of holy

perseverance so that we

may endure all trials,

entrusting our lives and our

2Cor 10:1-11 families into your care.”
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OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fr Man - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujalm 0406 060 445 Opening Hours:
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Anointed for Duty

The feast of the Epiphany means necessarily, a chnage in the season of the
Chhurch. We pause here at the sight of the Jordan and marvel at the Baptism of
Jesus, and our own baptism too. We are met with the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness for the need to repent. John baptizes people with water, a symbaol
of rebirth and regeneration but also recognises that the Messiah who is to come
will baptize “with the holy spirit and fire”. Whilst baptism with water calls us to
repent, the baptism of the “one to come” is a call to receive the Spirit.

Whilst all the people had been baptized Luke portrays Jesus as one who had
received baptism also. Jesus stands in solidarity with the sinners including the tax
collectors. Jesus is portrayed to be at prayer and the "heaven was opened”
indicating his communion with the Father. When Jesus prays the Holy Spirit
descends upon him. As foretold by |saiah, God's servant will have the Spirit placed
upon him. This action at Jesus Baptism is a public manifestation that officially
begins his mission as the Messiah. The Spirit appearing as a dove could possibly
be an image of the Spirit of God hovering over creation which means in Jesus,
there is a new creation, a new beginning for humanity. The Trinity's revelation is
made complete with the voice of the Father exclaiming “You are my beloved son;
with you | am well pleased”. This confirms the title given to Mary about her son
being the Son of God and again the psalmists declaration of God's ancinted one
“You are my son; f today | have begotten you® (Psalm 2:7). This is also a reference
to Isaac, when he is called Abraham's “beloved son”,

God's anointed one is the one who is well pleasing to God, as spoken of by Isaiah.
It is an indication that God's servant is the suffering servant. This glorious feast of
the manifestation (Epiphany) is a revelation of Jesus as the Messiah, Son of God
and the servant of the Lord. Christ's Baptism is a revelation of his own
self-emptying and the same Creator Spirit that hovered over the waters of the first
creation now hover over Christ “as a prelude of the new creation” (CCC 1224),

MEANING OF JESUS’ BAPTISM

Welcome to the Season of the Epiphany, where the focus is on the
baptism of Jesus, which marks his entry into ministry. Our Gospel
passage has allusions to a number of Christian tenets of faith.

John the Baptist names Jesus the ‘Lamb of God’ [v29). Why such
am unusual title? It goes back to the feast of the Passover in
Exodus 12, where the blood of an unblemished lamb was used to
prevent the Angel of Death passing over. In John's Gospel, Jesus is
named the Lamb as his blood would be spilt at his death which
would take place on the Feast of the Passover. His blood would
save the people from death.

Returning to the Gospel passage we hear John the Baptist
describe Jesus as the one ‘who ranks ahead of me because he was
before me’ (v30). This alludes to the Christian belief that God has
always existed, that Jesus is the Son of God and is greater in status
than any human.

John then testifies ‘the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him’ (v32). That Spirit is of course the Holy
Spirit that we all receive at our Baptism.

Finally, John testifies that Jesus is ‘the Son of God’ (v34). In other
accounts ‘a voice came from heaven’ (Mk 1:11) to claim Jlesus is
‘my Son, the Beloved.” The Baptism therefore is receiving the gift
of the Holy Spirit and recognising that we, like Jesus, are children
of God.

So, as we delve into the Season of Epiphany, let us take seriously
our baptismal call to minister to others in the Spirit of God. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

By Jesus’ own baptism, He has prepared the waters so we too can become the
beloved sons and daughters of the Father and thus “fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him®
(Romans 8:17). Through the waters of Baptism we are buried with Christ and
then raised up as a new creation. We have now become born by the Spirit and
enlightened to receive Christ (CCC 1214-1218).

Baptism confers to us the graces God so lavishly pours on his beloved children.
By Baptism all sins are forgiven including original and personal sins. Through
Baptism we are given the grace of becoming “a new creature” where we
become partakers of the divine nature and members of Christ. Baptism also
confers sanctifying grace enabling us to believe, hope and love God, to live and
act under the prompting of the Holy Spirit and to grow in virtue. Through
Baptism we are formally initiated into the Church, the Body of Christ. By our
Baptism we become sharers in the priestly, kingly and prophetic mission of
Jesus and as “members one of another” we become servants of one another
(CCC 1263 — 1269). We are thus anocinted for duty to exercise the priesthood of
Christ by offering ourselves as a spiritual sacrifice, set apart to be a spiritual

house and dwelling for God.
We are anointed for duty to exercise Christ’s prophetic office by being Christ's
witnesses in the world. We are anointed for duty to exercise Christ’s royal
office by serving him in the poor and the suffering (CCC 784 = 786). By Christ's
own Baptism, he has opened the portal for us to share in the divine nature and
to exercise the mission he himself undertook and now wishes for his Church to
complete. “The waters will be sanctified at my baptism, fire and spirit will they
receive from me; unless | am baptized they will not fulfill their proper role of
bearing as fruit immortal offspring” (John the Baptist and Christ (Matthew
3:14-15) anonymaous dialogue poem)

Deyim! Deyim!

Blessed are you,
O Christ, Word of
God! You willingly
emptied yourself...

making us holy

and heirs of your
Ringdom.
~Maronite Lituryy



YOUTH CORNER

ol i) \
To Our Wonderful Youth, YO U T H

We hope you had a blessed (and safe) Christmas and New Years!
This past year has been a true rollercoaster of emotions. I'm sure

a lot of us have truly reflected on what is most important in our
lives.

The MYO continues to work alongside the rest of the youth to
understand their spiritual, social and charitable needs. We are
always open to suggestions for upcoming events. We are looking
forward to having our youth gathered together once again when
the time is right. For now, may we keep praying as we continue
to journey through this pandemic.

Our Lady of Lebanon, Pray for us.

Mayliz Boumansour
myo

5% Jesus. - @0/9@ Fhancis

KIDS CORNER

'JESUS’ BAPTISM



PARISH CAMERA

The sodality committee preparing
awamet & zlebiyeh for the
Epiphany... Thank you to our
volunteers for all your hard work!

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK

1. In house Qualified Accountant
CPA & Jnr accountant.
2. Project Manager's
o % 3. Civil engineers
AKA Contractors / civil 4. Contract administrators (Snr & Jnr)
2 5. Construction director

Fﬂ“ﬁtl’“ﬂ?lﬂﬂ company 6. Estimators & quantity surveyor
in Rosehill 7. Foreman

8. General labourers

9. Traffic Controllers

10. Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
or contact Andre on 0425290373




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 9 January: 1st Sunday after Epiphany
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm
11:00am Michel Mekhtara from Basloukit (Died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 12 January
7:00pm 40 Day Mass Vera Farhat wife of the late Don Steven
from Kfarshgab

Thursday 13 January: Apparation of Our Lady in Fatima

11:00am Rosary prayers followed by Mass for the intentions of
the families, youth and sick for the occassion of the
apparation of Our Lady in Fatima

6:00pm Elias Hanna Constantine El Khoury from Kfarshgab
(Died in Lebanon)

Friday 14 January
6:00pm 40 Day Mass Jamilie Wadih Maroun from Kferyachet
wife of the late Emile Becharra Alam from Daraya

Saturday 15 January
6:00pm 40 Day Mass Esperance Elias from Bkarezla wife of the
late Youssef Saad from Bcharre

Sunday 16 January: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm

11:00am 40 Day Mass Genieve Faddel El Zahoul from Hmayes
wife of Badwee Mkhael El Khoury from Mziara

5:00pm 40 Day Mass Daniel Gebrael from Karm El Mohr

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Order Online Li
Pickup in store E

Scan the QR code above or visit

www.5loavescafe.com.au

ORDER ONLINE FROM

OLOL Giftshop

WWW OLOLORG.AUSGIFTSHOP
FREE DELVERT FOR ONLIKE OROERS OVER $150

AN B A EY T SLCRCYEN

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK
133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enguires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
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PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS  For week ending: 19/12/2021
Plates: $23,23455 |  Donations: $2,550.00

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 53,810,477.71 CYPC: 531,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: 51,231,506.72 UMNITS: 510,054 poST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: [A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [G) Colleen George [H) Anis &
Maureen lamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (1) (1) Youssef &
Ghanajeh Joseph & Family [K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury (L) (M) Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Youssef Maroun & his wife Ghessoun [(N) (O] (P) {Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus,
Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine,
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)
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