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THE GOSPEL

MNow every year his parents went to Jerusalem for
the festival of the Passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. When the festival was ended and they
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it
Assuming that he was in the group of travellers,
they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look
for him among their relatives and friends. When
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. When his parents saw him they were
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and
| have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He
said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did
you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?”
But they did not understand what he said to them.
Then he went down with them and came to
MNazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and
human favour.

Lk 2: 41-52

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Now if perfection had
been attainable through the levitical
priesthood — for the people received the law
under this priesthood — what further need
would there have been to speak of another
priest arising according to the order of
Melchizedek, rather than one according to the
order of Aaron? For when there is a change in
the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in
the law as well. Now the one of whom these
things are spoken belonged to another tribe,
from which no one has ever served at the altar.
For it is evident that our Lord was descended
from Judah, and in connection with that tribe
Moses said nothing about priests. It is even
more obvious when another priest arises,
resembling Melchizedek, one who has become
a priest, not through a legal requirement
concerning physical descent, but through the
power of an indestructible life. For it is attested
of him, “You are a priest forever, according to
the order of Melchizedek.” There is, on the one
hand, the abrogation of an earlier
commandment because it was weak and
ineffectual (for the law made nothing perfect);
there is, on the other hand, the introduction of
a better hope, through which we approach
God.

Heb 7: 11-19

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT

‘OUR LORD IN
THE TEMPLE

Let us practice many acts of
kindness and gentle charity

least.

" towards those we like the

5t. Francis de 5ales

God,

please make my days useful,

my nights restful,
my home peaceful

and my efforts fruitful.

Amen.
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“Have you found Jesus?”

As life’s journey takes me further down the road, | am grateful for
having experienced much and learned much over the years. But |
have to say, the best years of my life were those in which | had
“found lesus" and endeavoured to keep Him at the centre of my
life. | can only imagine the trauma experienced by Mary and Joseph
when they couldn’t find Jesus and later discovered He was in the
Temple — the place where He was earlier presented as a child. The
same place where Simeon announced to Mary that “a sword shall
pierce your own heart” and which now gave her a small foretaste
of the inexplicable pain to come.

To lose lesus, or never to have found Jesus at all, must be the
greatest loss in life. If | were to write all that lesus is to me
personally, there would not be enough pages in this newsletter to
contain them. | can only summarise my answer with this simple
response: lesus is “my Lord and my God!” In the darkest moments
of life when | couldn’t find solutions to my problems, | found Jesus,
the Light that led me out of that darkness. In the loneliest times
when | felt abandoned and rejected, | found Jesus, my consolation
and loving companion. When pain, sorrow, and fear consumed my
days, | found Jesus, my strength, my fortress, my rock. There have
been unspeakable situations in my life that were unbearable, had
it not been for the prayers that united my heart to His Heart.

Finding Jesus, and holding on to Him, is our priority in life. For me,
He is the love that fills my heart with each new sunrise. He is the
song | sing when words cannot express my love for Him. He is the
gentle spirit that radiates through the expression of a smile,
through the laughter of a child, through the fluttering butterflies

FINDING IN THE TEMPLE

This Sunday’s Gospel is the only account we have of Jesus as a boy
and it is only told in Luke's Gospel. Generally, the accounts only
tell of Jesus’ birth (Matthew and Luke) and then straight on to his
adult ministry (all 4 Gospels). The Gospel passage is an excellent
depiction of family life in general and so we can relate well to it.
Let us take a closer look.

In verse 41 we are informed that every year Jesus and his parents
and the extended family would attend the festival of the Passover
in Jerusalem. You can imagine it was a highlight for all. The
opportunity to get out of the house and village, travel far and
attend festivities. An annual ritual that bonds a family, We all have
such memories in our lives. Times we look forward to, holidaying
as a family, celebrating as a family and worshipping as a family.

The next scene we focus on is lesus being reprimanded by his
parents for having stayed behind in the Temple instead of
returning home with them. And that will happen in all families. As
children grow up, boundaries will be pushed, and their curiosity
may put them at odds with their parents. Yet life still goes on and
parents and children will do what it takes to remain bonded.

Lastly we read of the daily life at home where ‘Jesus was obedient
to them’ (v51) and ‘increased in wisdom and in years’ (v52). A
stable family life, with caring parents, daily routines and
occasional uplifting events, are vital in shaping our spiritual,

physical and mental characters. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn

and chirping sparrows. He is the brightness of the moonlight
amidst the twinkling of the stars. He is the sweetness of a
friendly embrace and the gentleness of rest. He is everything.

When Jesus was presented in the Temple in obedience to the
customs of the time, He taught us to be obedient to our Church
and to Her Teachings. When He left the side of Mary and Joseph
to preach in the Temple, He taught us to be obedient to God
above all else. When we find Jesus in our hearts, we will see Him
in others and that discovery cannot be hidden — our light must
shine. May this new year of 2022 enlighten our hearts with His
infinite Love and Peace, so that we may become the salt of the
earth and the light of the world. Wishing all our families and
friends a most Blessed and Happy New Year.

Salwa Elias

Owi dearest paishone's,
Gl()a%mg you all a
Happy Vlew Ggertr!
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| write this message to you, dear Maronites of Australia, as we
stand on the dawn of a new year. We have just completed a year
which has been guite strange in many ways, quite difficult and
challenging. We could have never imagined, 2 years ago, that our
lives would be so transformed. At the same time, we are aware
that the transition into the New Year will not make most of the
challenges disappear but we pray for the graces to deal with them
and overcome them. Let us carry with us the lessons of the past
year and enter into 2022 with the will to become builders of
peace, justice and unity wherever we are.

| am especially mindful of the many members of our community,
including our own clergy, who are sick, isolated and separated
from loved ones at this time. | pray to the Lord that you all regain
your health soon and return to your families and parishes.

As our world still fights this pandemic, | also think of and express
my gratitude to all the frontline workers, the selfless men and
women, who are working to keep us all safe, including medical
professionals, researchers, and every person in essential fields
who provide much needed services.

,

We also turn our gaze at this time to Lebanon. In his ‘Urbi et Orbi
message for Christmas 2021, His Holiness Pope Francis
remembered Lebanon in a special way, saying: “Let us think of
Lebanon, which is undergoing an unprecedented crisis,
accompanied by very troubling economic and social conditions.”
Families of Lebanon are struggling and they look to us for help. Let
us assure them that they are not forgotten but loved and
remembered. | encourage you to donate to the Lebanese Family
Appeal of our Eparchy by visiting: www.maronite.org.au/appeals.
550 for a family in Australia could be a simple takeaway meal but
for a suffering family in Lebanon at this time, it can provide food
and basic necessities for weeks,

HEAVEN ON EARTH CORNER

After a challenging year, we were able to reunite with our
brothers and sisters at Parramatta Park on Saturday and at
Liverpool on Monday, to celebrate the birth of our Lord and enjoy
a wonderful meal prepared by our volunteers. Through the grace
of God and the help of the Maronite College of the Holy Family
and St Patrick’s Marist College Dundas, Christmas hampers were
prepared and handed out to our less fortunate brothers and
sisters afterwards. It was beautiful to see the smile on their faces
and be able to spread love and joy in such uncertain times.

A special thank you to all the members, volunteers and supporters
of Heaven on Earth. Their continuous dedication of time, effort,
generosity and 3 - # i I
financial support is
never ending and
truly appreciated.
On behalf of
Heaven on Earth,
we wish you all a
Merry Christmas
and a blessed
Mew Year!

¥ 4% Bt

Friends, the Holy Father also urged us to look at the Child lesus
who “In the cold of the night, he stretches out his tiny arms
towards us: he is in need of everything, yet he comes to give us
everything. Let us ask him for the strength to be open to
dialogue. On this festive day, let us implore him to stir up in the
hearts of everyone a yearning for reconciliation and fraternity...”
On this day dedicated by our Catholic Church as a World Day of
Peace, let us make this our prayer and let us be instruments of
peace wherever we are, in our homes, in our societies and in our
nations.

| wish you a safe, blessed and Happy New Year!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

Where is Jesus?
Help Mary and Josephfind Jesus at the temple.




PARISH CAMERA

?_H“BEHDLD THE.LAMB,
@ JESUS SONGOF\GOD!”

> i .-ﬂ"l'.i.
- ol (

omasdly elayyVl G ags dueyl § dinge JSiyllg Olazgmlly dnVjll
i LT e [

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK

ﬁ AK A 1. In house Qualified Accountant
CPA & Jnr accountant.
A 2. Project Manager's
3. Civil engineers

AKA Contractors / civil 4. Contract administrators (Snr & Jnr)

construction company R

in Rosehill 7. Foreman

8. General labourers
9. Traffic Controllers
10. Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
or contact Andre on 0425290373




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 2 January: Finding in the temple

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm
11:00am One year George Layoun from Bet Mellat.

5.00pm Youssef Nader Fares from Hadchit (died in lebanon).

Monday 3 January: Presentation in the temple & Simeon
6:00pm Msihiyeh Gerges Chahine widow of the late Naiim
Kamel from Ardeh (died in Lebanon).

Tuesday 4 January: Presentation in the temple & Prophetess Anna
6:00pm Dr Gerges Challita Atallah from Chekka (died in USA).

Wednesday 5 January: Eve of Epiphany
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am & 6:00pm, 10.00pm + Blessing of water

Thursday 6 January: Epiphany of our Lord
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am & 6:00pm + Rite of Blessing of water

Saturday 8 January
6:00pm 40 Day Ferjallah (Frank) Antonios Malkoun from Kfarsghab.

Sunday 9 January: 1st Sunday after Epiphany
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm
5:00am One year Amale Bou Semaan from blouza.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL
40 ALICE ST. HARRIS PARK NSW 2150 | WWW. DLOL.ORG. AL

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enguires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
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EPARCHY OF AUSTRALIA
IN NEED
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DOMATIONS CAM BE MADE USING THE ENVELOPES AT THE CHURCH DOORS
OR BY VISITING MARONITE. ORG.AUWAPPEALS

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS  For week ending: 19/12/2021
Donations: $2,550.00

MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 531,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UMNITS: 510,054 poST-COVID INTEREST + PRENCIPAL

Plates: 523,234.55 |

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,810,477.71
UNITS: $1,231,506.72
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
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especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y} (Z)

souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [G) Colleen George [H) Anis &
Maureen lamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (1) (J) Youssef &
Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury (L) (M) Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Youssef Maroun & his wife Ghessoun (N) (O) (P) (Q] (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus,
Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine,
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