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THE GOSPEL

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered, This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child, While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
befare them, and the glory of the Lord shone arcund them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see —
| am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in @ manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
50 they went with haste and found Mary and loseph, and the child lying
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Luke 2:1-20

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
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Live Streaming Through Soclal Sunday Masses or by
Media appointment on weekdays

THE EPISTLE

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and
various ways by the prophets, but in these last days
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the
exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all
things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high, having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs. For to which of the
angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today |
have begotten you"? Or again, “I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings
the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's
angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “"He
makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of
fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the
scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore
God, your God, has ancinted you with the oil of
gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In the
beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands; they will
perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like
clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like
clothing they will be changed. But you are the same,
and your years will never end.”

Hebrews 1:1-12

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkls (Dean): 0433 211 248
Men - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujalm 0406 060 445

i % Fr Charbel Dib 0410 759 795
8:30am (Arabic | Tpm (Englishi Fr John-Paul Bassll 0401 545 454
Divine Mercy followed by Roaary Fr Youssel Matta 0427 922 092
Fri T:30 pm Fr Yuhanna Azlze 0435 TEd 524
Adoration Heur: Fr Bernard Assl 0411 811 807

Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 018
Deacon Ron Hassaratl 0403 504 384

Thursdays 8 pm - 9 pm

24 Hour Adoration:

Every first Friday of the month from
:30am - Saturday T:30am

= whom he favors!”

PRATER

Loving God,

Help us remember
the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the
song of the angels,
the gladness of the
shepherds
and worship of
the wise men.
Amen.

Parigh Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
Saturday Sam - 1 pm

Fax: 9889 2088
Emall; infodiolol org.au
Website: www.ololorgau

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335
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THE GOSPEL

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has
looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things
for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away
empty. He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy, according to the
promise he madeto our ancestors, to Abraham and
to his descendants forever”

Luke 1: 46-55

THE EPISTLE

el
Brothers and sisters, Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be
holy and blameless before him in love. He
destined us for adoption as his children
through lesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious
grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he
has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure that he set forth
in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to
gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In Christ we have also
obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel
and will, so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption
as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.

Eph 1:3-14

"PRAISES OF THE

MOTHER OF GOD &
FIRST SUNDAY

AFTER GHRISTMAS

Love Our Lady and She will
obtain abundant grace to
help you conguer in your
daily struggle.

St. Josemaria Escriva

PRATER

O Mary through the gift
of your son we have now
been restored as children of

the Father. Today we cry out
to you Mary saying
Mabrouk! for from your
pure womb shone forth the
light of the world and the
true Lamb of God.
Amen.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP - CHRISTMAS 2021

Beloved Brothers and Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our
Maronite Eparchy,

Keeping Christ in Christmas

1. The source of our Christmas joy springs from the manger
of Bethlehem, where the promise of God, the dream of the
peoples, and the expectation of the nations for the birth of
the Messiah, the Saviour, were fulfilled. It is this of which the
Prophet |saiah spoke when he said: “Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel”,
meaning God is with us (Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23). The
love of God manifested in the creation of humanity and the
universe, and, in the fullness of time, was incarnated and
became human in the child Jesus Christ, born to the Virgin
Mary.

2. This is an indisputable fact which has brought salvation,
joy and hope to humanity. For this reason, we sometimes
hear this expression: “Keeping Christ in Christmas, for He is
Lord of the Feast.” Here we must stop and ask ourselves: “Is
the Lord Jesus Christ still the focus of our attention? Is He the
ultimate goal of our celebration of this feast? Do our
preparations for the feast manifest its full meaning, both
historical and spiritual? In fact, our joy in meeting the Lord
may be complete when we come to praise Him with the
angels, singing: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace to those of good will.” (Luke 2:14)

3. Among the beautiful customs which accompany our
preparation for this feast, are the assembling of a Christmas
crib, and placing a Christmas tree in our homes, churches,
monasteries, and convents, exchanging gifts, and decorating
our homes and streets. But is this sufficient?

4. Similarly, very many people participate in the Christmas
Mass, and this is both necessary and important for them and
their families, but does the experience of Christmas stop
here?

5. Forlesus Christ to remain in the heart of Christmas, then,
first of all, we must go back to what happened on Christmas
Eve in Bethlehem, and pause before the humility of the
manger, the silence of Saint Joseph, the astonishment of the
shepherds, the singing of angels, the joy of the Magi, and the
Virgin's contemplation of the Divine Child. In this way, we
will learn many things for our daily life and for the fitting
celebration of the feast. Christmas is not simply an event
confined to one day, or a beautiful story from the past that
we tell our children, but it is, rather, a great truth that has
changed the history of humanity and nations, and has
become the very essence of our daily life. It is the secret of
the Lord’s eternal presence among us. To the extent that we
open ourselves to Him and accept Him in our hearts and our
minds, we experience real change in our lives, in our
journeys, and in our world.

6. MNow, if the world should try to keep us away from God
and faith in Him, and if it should try to obscure the face, the
presence, and the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ at this time,
then our first responsibility as faithful Christians is to pay
attention to what is happening in our society and around us.
It is to insist that the Lord Jesus Christ remain the aim and
the source of the Christmas celebrations.

The Word of God, He who became man, wishes to fulfil the
will of God the Father, for as He said: “This is my Father's
will, who has sent me, that of all which He has given me |
should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day” (John 6:39).

7. To keep Christ in Christmas, and in our celebrations, we
do not have to search too much about what to do, for He
Himself instructed us as to our duty. He is not far from us,
but rather is present among us, and in our community, and
waiting in every hungry person for us to feed Him, in every
thirsty person to give Him water, in every needy person to
clothe Him, in every immigrant and stranger to receive
Him, in every sick to comfort Him, and in every prisoner to
visit Him. Above all, let us not neglect to love and forgive
our enemies, as He commanded us.

Dearly Beloved,

8. There is no Christmas without Christ. There is no true
joy unless the Lord is present in our homes and in our lives.
Every time that we show the love of God to others,
through our deeds and our example, we are truly
celebrating Christrmas.

9. Astheend of the year 2021 approaches, and our world
is still suffering with the Coronavirus pandemic, and
ongoing conflicts, violence and corruption, it needs today,
even more than before, the presence of Emmanuel - “God
is with us” - the incarnate Word of God, to revive hope, joy,
and salvation in our hearts and in our world.

10. In conclusion, just as God once seized the initiative,
and sent us His only Son for our salvation, so too we must
now take the initiative and help those who are
marginalised and in need to feel the joy of the feast. |
therefore invite every family which is able to, to plant the
joy of the Christmas feast in the heart of a forgotten and
poor family, especially in our homeland Lebanon.

11.So Christmas remains an occasion for all humanity,
Christians and non-Christians alike, to partake in the love
of Jesus Christ, for He was incarnated for the sake of every
woman and man, at every time and in every place.

Christ is Born... Alleluia!
Sydney, 24 December 2021.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania



SENIOR'S GORNER

Praise and Blessings be to God in this Holy Season of Christmas.

The Senior's Committee with our Spiritual Leader Father Youwakim would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone,
especially our precious seniors a very Merry and Prosperous Christmas!

We were blessed to have our first gathering after a long while, we celebrated the Holy Mass and we enjoyed our
Christmas party. It was amazing to see and enjoy their company. May God's grace protect everyone!

Falleluwiak, a Savien is born. (Falblebuiak
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BIRTH OF OUR LORD

Christmas time. The birth of Jesus. An occasion to celebrate but
also to ponder. The welcoming of a child into the world is a
moment of great joy but also one of hesitancy. It carries hope but
also uncertainty. Every life born has a journey ahead and what
matters is how this child will travel and who will accompany them
on the road of life.

In the birth of Jesus, we celebrate because of the journey Jesus
completed as a human. A journey of total commitment to God's
truth and ways. A journey of selfless love, focussed on justice and
equality, and undertaken through mercy and forgiveness.

Christmas calls us to celebrate every year the wonderful
knowledge that God chose to be born among us and to live
among us. In every human there is the possibility to live divinely,
with purpose and endless love.

The birth of lesus also gives birth in our hearts to hope, light,
relationships and love. It is reason to celebrate because we know
God is intimately entwined with our lives, God is among us, God
cares for each one of us and God shares the journey with us. A
blessed Christmas to you all. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

glorious birth of Our Lord.
At the Incarnation, Christ puts on our human skin, uniting His
Divinity with our Humanity. Within the Syriac tradition, it is
stated that the Incarnation of Christ was to restore Humanity in
the ‘Robe of Glory' which was stripped from us at the Fall. The
‘Robe of Glory’ is a metaphor representing being in union with
God's glory and is a common theme amongst the Syriac Fathers.

Adam and Eve were stripped of their glory after they sinned, and
by Christ becoming man, He provides us a means to regain our
lost glory. 5t Ephrem writes in the Hymn on the Nativity 16,
stanza 9, “Christ came to find Adam who had gone astray, He
came to return him to Eden in the garment of Light”.

At our Baptism, we are reclothed with the Robe of Glory,
allowing us to be united to Christ's Divinity. In this Season of
Christmas, its an important reminder that we are clothed with
God's glory, and God's love is perfect, that He sent us His only
Son to redeem all of Humanity.

Sarkis Ghattas



Happy Birthday Jesus

On this glorious Christmas Day as we celebrate the Birth of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, we give thanks to God for giving us
our Saviour while also praising Him for the gift of Mary, the
Mother of God. By her unconditional obedience and love,
she allowed the Word of God to become flesh in her womb
and to dwell among us. We give thanks to God on this
wonderful day that changed the history of our salvation. It is
a day of great joy and worthy of celebration and praise.

St. Louis de Montfort was one of many saints who dedicated
his life to leading souls ‘to Jesus through Mary’ which our
Maronite Church joyfully combines into our Liturgy on this
dual Feast. The greatest gift we could possibly offer at
Christmas is to lead more souls to Jesus whose Birthday we
celebrate. When my children were growing up, | would
place a ‘gift box for Jesus’ under the Christmas tree (with
paper and pen) and encourage them to write “a gift of
themselves” which they could offer to Jesus on His Birthday,
e.g. “l will be more patient with my little brother” or “I will
not disobey my parents or lie to them”. Such little acts of
love for the Christ Child on His Birthday are a great way to be
reminded of the reason for the season. We often hear it said
that Christmas is for the children, as many adults seem to
find themselves not “feeling Christmassy” but we should
remind ourselves, as adults, that Christmas is a time of
rebirth for young and old alike, for renewal and for rejoicing
on many levels.

| can find a few excuses myself, not to celebrate Christmas,
having lost my father on the night of Christmas Eve in a
tragic accident many years ago. But instead, | rejoice that
my father was most likely celebrating with Jesus Himself,
and that has made all my Christmas days even more joyful.
Our perspective truly matters, especially when we are faced
with troubles that burden our hearts with negative
thoughts. Christmas is a time to be optimistic, for Christ our
Saviour has come into the world as one of us, to bear our
burdens as one of us, and to nail them to the Cross. We
rejoice because God the Father gave us His Only Son so that
we may know His peace and love in our hearts. Such a
wonderful reason to be joyful!

As we also celebrate today the Praises of the Mother of
God, it is good to remember all mothers in prayer, both
living and deceased. It is pleasing to God that we show
true devotion to our Blessed Mother, and honour her
while entrusting our families and our lives into her
maternal heart. Jesus loved His Mother, and assured us
from the Cross that we are to claim her as our own. On this
glorious day of the Birth of Christ, we can be confident in
calling upon Jesus, Mary and Joseph - the Holy Family - to
help us imitate their profound humility and holy virtues.
Families come together at Christmas time to celebrate the
Holy Family that was made complete on this day. Just as
we would visit and congratulate any family with a
newborn child, we do the same for Mary, the Mother of
God, and implore her intercession for the sanctification of
all mothers and fathers.

Our parish family is united in a special way during this
Glorious Season, but we do not forget those who are less
fortunate and may be alone at this time. We offer not only
our prayers but also any assistance we can provide them
to bring Christ into the meaning of their Christmas. God
bless all our generous volunteers who make time to visit,
feed, or shelter the disadvantaged. May the Lord who can
never be outdone in generosity, reward you and your
families with the abundance of His Blessings. Wishing all
my brothers and sisters in Christ, and especially our
Spiritual Fathers, a very blessed and joyful Christmas.

Salwa Elias



PARISH CAMERA

1. In house Qualified Accountant
CPA & Jnr accountant.
2. Project Manager's
s 3. Civil engineers
AKA Contractors / civil 4 Coritact sdiletrators (678 )

construction company (‘ 5. Construction director

i 2 6. Estimators & nti
in Rosehill h | o itttk e il

8. General labourers
9. Traffic Controllers
10. Excavator operators

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
or contact Andre on 0425290373
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL
40 ALICE 8T, HARRIS PARK NSW 2150 | WWW.OLOL. ORG._AU

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET & LOANS REPAYMENTS

the Chanoery on 02 B8 0009 o infommarenile.ong.au

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK WEEKLY COLLECTIONS  For week ending: 19/12/2021

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED Plates: $23,23455 |  Donations: $2,550.00

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. CYPC: 53,810,477.71 CYPC: 531,673 rOST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899 UNITS: 51,231,506.72 UNITS: 510,054 posT-Covin INTEREST + PRISCIPAL
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held secu rel?r in Your Lovinf embrace for all eterni
u

espemally those we Pray for: (A) &ll the departed souls, All the lost sculs All the faithtul departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Said Azize, Violet Azize, Hanna & Wahib & Samira & Michael Andari, Antonios & Bakhos
Andari [B) Milia Bou Reudan (C) (D) [E} Matthew Essey, Gerges& Josephine Elias, Hamideh & Souad Elias, Marroun Elias (F) [G)
Colleen George (H) Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son
Jose h }I] Khalil Youssef Issa & his wife Marina & his brother in law Sayed ‘H"arnmlne Youssef & Antonios & lbrahim & Alia &

d Ibrahim, Sarah & Raymond lbrahim, Ayoub & Mariana Ibrahim (J) %oussef&ﬁhanajeh loseph & Family, Gose Gerges Jallis
& h|5 wife Manana Jeannette (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury IL? (M) Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Youssef Maroun & his wife Ghessoun [NI) George Nader (4] | z (@) (R} Jamil &
Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos fS MNabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their
son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nablh Saad & family, Raaib Saad & family [Tfi (U] (V) (W) (X) [Y) (Z)
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