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THE GOSPEL

An account of the genealogy of lesus the Messiah, the
son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the
father of Isaac, and lsaac the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah
the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and
Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,
and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse,
and lesse the father of King David. And David was the
father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon
the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the
father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father
of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos,and
Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of
Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to
Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and
Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel
the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim,
and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the
father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father
of lacob, and Jacob the father of loseph the husband
of Marz, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the
Messiah. 5o all the generations from Abraham to
David are fourteen generations; and from David to the
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and
from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah,
fourteen generations.
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We must make our way
towards eternity, never
regarding what men think of
us or our actions, studying

" only to please God.

' St. Francis Borgia
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THE EPISTLE

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which
he promised beforehand through his prophets
in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his
Son, who was descended from David according
to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God
with power according to the spirit of holiness
by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our
Lord, through whom we have received grace
and apostleship to bring about the obedience
of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of
his name, including yourselves who are called
to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in
Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. First, | thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is
proclaimed throughout the world. For God,
whom | serve with my spirit by announcing the
gospel of his Son, is my witness that without
ceasing | remember you always in my prayers,
asking that by God's will | may somehow at last
succeed in coming to you. For | am longing to
see you so that | may share with you some
spiritual gift to strengthen you— or rather so
that we may be mutually encouraged by each
other’s faith, both yours and mine.

PRATER

Loving Father,

You blessed us with the gift
of family. Bless the ones that
| love and strengthen their
faith. Protect them
spiritually, physically,
mentally, emotionally and
in all ways that matter.
Keep us together and help
us to always remain a
strong family unit.

Mt 1:1-17 Rom 1:1-12 Amen.
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We began our Christmas Novena this week in preparation for the
glorious Birth of Our Lord on Christmas Day. Devotions in the
Church are an exercise in community bonding as well as being a
selfless offering for countless intentions. Spending time with family
and friends is one of the most beautiful joys in life and our
availability is very important. Christmas is the season when annual
leave from work is at its peak and the world celebrates with Church
devotions, public holidays, Christmas trees, and unlimited
shopping. It's a special time dedicated to family gatherings,
festivities and parties with friends and work colleagues. It's also a
time when we contemplate how our life has or has not developed
over the past year and where we are headed in the coming new

year,

Unfortunately, not all of us have the opportunity to be with family
or friends during Christmas, and it feels as though this is a time of
year when we tend to think less about what we have, and more
about what we do not have. It is certainly a time of many blessings
for all, mixed with sadness for some who have suffered a loss.

Looking upon those who have less than we do, is one way of
appreciating and being thankful for what we do have. If you have
shelter, food and transport, if you are employed, if you are not
alone and have family around you, if you are alive and healthy — be
thankful. Many people have little of those blessings, but are still
grateful despite these losses because of their perception. The
challenges that come our way in life may be embraced as
opportunities to change, to grow, and to become 'better’ rather
than ‘bitter’. Every family has at least one member this year that

GENEALOGY OF JESUS

We are only here because of those who have gone before us. And
those who are to come after us, will be here because of us.
Today's Gospel passage on the genealogy of Jesus confirms this
truth.

Over the last few Sundays, we have been reflecting on the
sequence of events that led up to the birth of Jesus. This is our
final Gospel passage before we celebrate Christmas. In this final
Sunday, the Maronite calendar chose the genealogy of Jesus as

the Gospel reflection. It is not a very exciting passage, being a £

litany of names. Yet it also encompasses the idea that we are all
one humanity, the past, the present and the future. No mater
who we are or where we come from, God has journeyed with us
from generation to generation. God is with us all along, in our
midst. And God will continue to be with us.

Each one of us throughout history, has had a purpose in God. We
have been blessed and graced. We are never forgotten. Yes, asthe
genealogy reveals, there are figures in history that have been far
less than perfect in their behaviour, but we all are at times and we
are all called to carry each other in the journey of life.

Life was meant to be lived as a community of people, not as
individuals. Together God comes into our midst. So let us prepare
for Christmas by coming together with our families and
recognising the importance of one another in our lives. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

will not be with them at Christmas - we may be separated by
distance, or by death. Some may be distanced because of family
divisions or divorce, unforgiveness or harbored grudges. There
are many reasons and many excuses to “not feel Christmas” for
some. If only we all could imagine what it was like for Mary and
Joseph to be so poor and so alone when the birth of lesus was
imminent? Can you imagine the distress they would have felt as
they searched endlessly for shelter on that cold winter night in
Bethlehem? Christmas is a time to recall the true reason for this
season, to be thankful and merciful, because God became Man
for the sake of our Redemption.

Remember, the words of Saint Charbel - “Do not begin anything
on earth if it is not going to end in Heaven."” Start each day with
deeper Faith, stronger Hope, and unconditional Love, then
move forward trusting in God. Make this Christmas Season a
time of praise and gratitude, helping one another to feel loved
with a renewed sense of belonging in the family of God. Pray
together, laugh together, celebrate together...this is the season
to be joyful!

Salwa Elias

X Written in the
Stara

Tonight, | look up at the stars in the sky
And remember ancther star, from days long gone by
That shone oh so brightly, to show men the way
To a small baby laid in @ manger of hay

This baby was sweet, all shiny and new,
But he means so much more to me and to you
We know him as Jesus Christ, or Emmanuel

And his story is one we have long loved to tell

Because it is a story of the best of man
Of mercy and sacrifice and God's all-knowing plan
Itis a story of love beyond measure
Of a Father who gave us His most precious treasure

| think of all this, as | lock at the stars
| think about the love of this God of ours
And | close my eyes and cross myself, and | pray
That | will remember this love every day

*




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear brothers and sisters,

On this last Sunday before Christmas, in our Maronite liturgical
tradition, we hear the Gospel of the Genealogy of lesus the
Messiah, according to 5t Matthew.

The family tree of Jesus, the Saviour who comes to our world
through Mary, illustrates to us how the work of God is interwoven
with the history of mankind, and how God works in mysterious
ways and in the silence of each day. At the same time, we see that
He is faithful in fulfilling His promises. God had long begun the
waork on earth for the coming of His Son - to prepare a people who
would be ready to receive Him.

The Holy Spirit, who was to accomplish in Mary the Incarnation of
the Son, has entered our history from a long way, from very early
on, and He marked out the road which leads to Mary of Nazareth,
and her Son Jesus.

In giving us this list of names, Matthew emphasizes, especially for
the Jewish people of his time, that the line of lesus goes back to
the earliest times of Israelite history, beginning with Abraham, the
father of nations, and including David, the royal ancestor of lesus.
Jesus is the natural continuation of God's long connection and
involvement in the history of His people. He is in fact the long
awaited pinnacle of this story: He is the King Messiah.

The coming of Jesus takes place among the Israelite people, the
descendants of Abraham and Sarah. The list contains saints and
sinners, good people and corrupt people. They reflect the reality
that God chooses to work through all kinds of people. It reminds
us that Jesus was fully inserted in human history.

| often see ads for companies that help people research their

ancestry and roots. Many are interested in knowing who they
descend from and the backgrounds of their ancestors.

GOME ALIVE GORNER P

Dearest come alive, z
As we have now all most reached the glorious ' 'J-,“‘
birth of Our Lord, let us make sure we are /-‘( , )_1;_

prepared for His coming.. as catholics we are called to always be
prepared. As we welcome Christ's birth we should make sure that
our souls and bodies are also ready to recieve Him. We should
make sure to go to confession and prepare thorugh attending the
Christmas novena. This will truly allow us to enter into the spirit of
Christmas.

Also we must always remember the true reason for Christmas. We
often get carried away with gifts and lose the true meaning of
Christmas. This year | urge you to look at those that have nothing,
not even a simple warm meal that we often take for granted.

Let us be grateful and thankful for everything. If we need to
reconcile with our parents make sure to do that instead of
worrying about the gift you want. If we need to reconcile with our
brothers and sisters or friends try spending time with them
instead of necessarily spending money on the best possible gift..
let's spread the joy of Christ's coming through our lives always.

My final message is that we miss you all.
We pray that next year we can come back and meet again at come
alive to continue the joy that we share in Christ as a family and as
a parish. Please pray for us and rest assure of our prayers for you
and your families.

Joey khoury

And what about us? Do we understand our identity and our role
as sons and daughters of the Father? Do we accept our gifts and
limitations and allow God to act in us and through us?

Ordination of a New Priest — Fr Michael Boudaher

Our Eparchy rejoices this week and celebrates the ordination of
its son, our new priest: Father Michael Boudaher at Our Lady of
Lebanon Church in Melbourne on Saturday 18 December 2021. |
congratulate Fr Michael on his ordination and welcome him into
the priesthood of the Maronite Church, to serve the Maronite
people, a spiritual nation, here in the churches and at the altars
of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania.

In these days before Christmas, let our focus remain on the true
meaning of this feast and not the many distractions of this time.
Let us ask the Lord to grant us the grace to be more firmly rooted
in Him so that we can discover how we are called to follow Him
and welcome His Son into our world.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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PARISH CAMERA

SHAPIX_.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK

Please apply if you have the following
qualifications or experience:

IAKA
AKA Contractors / civil WE'

construction company H‘R‘
in Rosehill

Please submit your resume online by email to recruitement@akacontractors.com.au or andre@akaindustries.com.au
or contact Andre on 0425290373



PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 19 December: Genealogy of Jesus
Masses: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM - 5:00 and 7:00 PM
11.00am Samira Anis Boustani from Jieh wife of Hachem
Elhachem from Hamra Damour (died in Lebanon).
5.00pm Neemtallah Habib Issa and his wife Souad Boutros
Challita from Tannourine (Died in Lebanon).

Monday 20 December:
6.00pm 40 Day Georgette Habib Zeaiter from Bane, wife of
George Nassim Ghosn from Kfarhata - Koura.

Tuesday 21 December:
6.00pm Salam Youssef Antonios Hanna (Em Aziz) widow of the
late Akel Lawandos from Qinat (died in Lebanon).

Thursday 23 December:
8.00pm Solemn Adoration & Procession under the stars.

Friday 24 December: Christmas Eve
6.00pm Christmas Vigil family mass.
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of Adoration of Christmas, Celebrated by his Excellency
Bishop Antoine - Charbel Tarabayr.

Saturday 25 December: Birth of Our Lord Christmas Day
Masses: 8.00, 9.30 & 11.00 AM - 5.00 & 7.00 PM

Sunday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God &

1st Sunday after Christmas.
Masses: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM - 5:00 and 7:00 PM
8.00am Sodality Mass.
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Sing Hallelujah with Love & Hope
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& PM CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT | CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
SAT 18 DEC:
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [(G) Colleen George (H) Anis &
Maureen lamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha lamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (I) (J) Youssef &
Ghanajeh Joseph & Family, Jamilee Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, lbrahim & his wife Layla
Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury L) (M) Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Youssef Maroun & his wife
Ghessoun (N) (O]} (P) [Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos [S) Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille,
Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen [T) Kemil & Ghorra Tanna, Jamil Tanna,
Antonios Tanna [U) (V) (W) [X) (Y) (Z)
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