5th December 2001

HEGOOD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

BIRTH OF JOEN
THE BAPTIST

Ay

aing Hallelujeh with Love & Hope

"Your faith should be for you
a light which guides you in all
things, and a shining light for
those whom you instruct, to
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THE GOSPEL

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and
she bore a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and
they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came
to circumcise the child, and they were going to
name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother
said, “No; he is to be called lohn.” They said to her,
“None of your relatives has this name.” Then they
began motioning to his father to find out what name
he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet
and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were
amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and
his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising
God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all
these things were talked about throughout the
entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them
pondered them and said, “What then will this child
become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was
with him.

Lk 1: 57-66

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

Tam, Sam & Gpm

Bam |Arabic) Wed 7arn. Sam & 5:30pm (Arabic)
@:30am (English) o (Erieh Vot

11am (Ar/Eng) Sat 7-30am & Bpm (Ar/Eng)

Spm (Ar/Eng)

7pm (English) CONFESSIONS

Live Streaming Through Soclal
Media

Bafore and during Saturday &pm
Sunday Masses or by

appointment on waakdays

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Tell me, you who desire to
be subject to the law, will you not listen to the
law? For it is written that Abraham had two
sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a
free woman. One, the child of the slave, was
born according to the flesh; the other, the child
of the free woman, was born through the
promise. Now this is an allegory: these women
are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is
Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children for
slavery. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she
is in slavery with her children. But the other
woman corresponds to the lerusalem above;
she is free, and she is our mother. For it is
written, “Rejoice, you childless one, you who
bear no children, burst into song and shout,
you who endure no birth pangs; for the
children of the desolate woman are more
numerous than the children of the one who is
married.” Now you, my friends, are children of
the promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time
the child who was born according to the flesh
persecuted the child who was born according
to the Spirit, so it is now also. But what does

the scripture say? “Drive out the slave and her
child; for the child of the slave will not share
the inheritance with the child of the free
woman.” 5o then, friends, we are children, not
of the slave but of the free woman. For
freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery. Gal 4:21-5:1

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT

Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248

o st i 0406000 45

r arbe 1

8:30am (Arabic] | Tpm (English) Fr John-Paul Bassll 0401 545 454

Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092

Fri 7:30 pm Fr Yuhanna Azlze 0435 TG4 824

Adoration Hour: Fr Bernard Assl 0411 811 807

Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 200 016
Deacon Ron Hassaratl 0403 504 384

Thursdays B pem - 9 pim

24 Hour Adoration:

Every first Friday of the month from
9:30am - Saturday T:30am

lead them on the path to
heaven."
St John Baptist de la Salle

PRATER

Heavenly Father,

You gave joy to the parents
of John the Baptist who in
turn gave joy to the world in
announcing Christ as the
Lamb of God. May our
hearts be filled with that
same courage to proclaim
the Truth with joy,
as we await the Birth
of our Saviour.
Amen.

Parish Office: 96589 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
Saturday Sam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emall: infofiolol ong.au
Website: www.ololorg au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

The fourth station in this blessed Season of the Birth of our Lord is
the birth of His forerunner, John the Baptist. Our Maronite Church
dedicates, within this season, one whole week to reflect on this
great man and prophet. Contrary to want many believe, John was
the last prophet to exist before Jesus. In our Maronite Liturgy for
this week, the Hoosoyo prayer describes John as follows: “You are
the covenant linking the two covenants, for you brought the old
covenant to an end and began the new.” The message of John the
Baptist was a combination of the Old and New Testaments.
He thus stood across them, joining them together. The Old
Testament's message he focused on was the “Wrath of God".
John's main ministry and preaching came before Jesus started His
and marked the beginning of a radical change of direction from Old
Testament teaching. In the Old Testament, the sacrifice of animals
conducted in the Temple in lerusalem was the way to cleanse sin.
John proclaimed the need for repentance, baptism and confession
of sins as the new way. Jesus completed what John paved. Jesus did
not eliminate or replace John, rather He perfected what lohn stood
for. God does not want to erase our unique personalities.

Rather He longs to see us blossom and grow into all that He
planned us to be. Our personality is not something which needs to
be bypassed in order for God to use us. Instead, He has unique
works for each of us which only we can fulfil.

Another unigue teacher and pillar of our Maronite heritage and
faith is Saint Nematallah Al-Hardini whose feast we also
commemorate this week. Saint Nematallah was marked by four
characteristics: firstly, his love for the Blessed Sacrament; secondly,
his concern for his brother monks; thirdly, his humility; and
fourthly, his love and devotion to Mary. In December 1858, while
teaching at the monastery of Kfifan, he became gravely ill. His
condition worsened, leading to his death on 14 December. He died
holding an icon of the Blessed Virgin and saying: "O Mary, to you |
entrust my soul". May the prayers of these two great men be with
us always.

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

As we continue following the Gospel sequence of events that are
leading up to the birth of lesus, this Sunday we are presented
with the passage on the hirth of John the Baptist.

According to the Gospel, John the Baptist was born six months
before Jesus, There were incredible happenings that led up to his
birth including Zechariah’s encounter with an angel of God, being
made mute, Elizabeth falling pregnant at an old age,
disagreements about naming the child, and finally Zechariah
being able to speak again. This set everyone wondering what this
child would become. Well, what did he become . . .

John the Baptist is the forerunner to Jesus, the last of the Biblical
Prophets, who paved the way for Jesus.

Zechariah describes his son as ‘the prophet of the Most High; for
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge
of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins’ (Luke
1:76-77).

John the Baptist in later life would describe himself as, ‘| am the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, make straight the way of
the Lord’ (John 1:23).

There are many other descriptions but perhaps the one that best
sums up what John did become was when he compared himself
to Jesus and said, ‘He must increase, but | must decrease’ (John
3:30). This one line sums up everything that John was and
everything we should be. A life wholly dedicated to God so that
only God can be seen when people look at us. We must be
messengers of God in all we say and do. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

John... The Covenant linking the Two Covenants

The preparations for the feast of the birth of our Lord are
continuing, in order to live together the joy of this feast and
Season, under the theme of: “Sing Alleluia with love and joy."

| encourage everyone to participate in the Christmas Novena
which begins on Wednesday 15 December, at 7.00 pm, in Arabic
and English. The Novena is a wonderful opportunity for us to
pray together as one family looking forward to the birth of the
Child of the Manger. | hope that you include the Novena in your
weekly schedule and place it on the list of what to do during the
Season of the Birth of the Lord. The true feast is to be truly with
the One to whom the feast belongs, our Lord Jesus Christ.

| also urge everyone to be part of our campaign to support our
people in Lebanon and preserve their dignity, by participating in
the campaign to support our families in the homeland, which is
being carried out by our Eparchy. Let us always remember that
everything we have is granted to us by the grace and generosity
of the Lord, and that whatever we share with our families,
brothers and sisters is from the good of the Lord, the Lord of
every good. Through the grace of the Lord, we will be able to
share the good things with our children in Lebanon, as we have
been able to collect from you and form the money boxes of our
children here, the price of gifts for 4625 children in Lebanon,
in order to put a smile on their faces on Christmas. We will issue
a report on that matter after the Feast. With the same
generosity, we can contribute today to the campaign to support
our families in Lebanon, sharing with them what we have,
raising high their dignity and ours. Our covenant is the covenant
of the Lord, whose forerunner John the Baptist came to bear
witness to, to whom our saints bore witness, and to whom we
too are bearing witness today, through all the good that we do.

Father Tony Sarkis
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear brothers and sisters,

Only a few weeks separate us from the joyful celebration of the
Birth of Our Lord. On this Sunday, we reflect on the birth of John
the Baptist. The Church honours the birth of John in a very special
way.

John stands at the intersection between the Old and the New
Testaments. Born to Elizabeth and Zechariah, he leaps in his
mother's womb at the voice of Mary, manifesting himself as the
herald of a new beginning. Prophet from the womb of his mother,
he already appears as the forerunner of Christ even before he can
see him.

Finally, his birth takes place. Eight days later, he is circumcised and
named. In the Gospel, Saint Luke tells us that they wanted to name
him Zechariah, after his father, and relays to us the firm
intervention of Elizabeth: No, his name will be lohn. When asked
for his opinion, Zechariah confirms this by writing on a tablet. At
that very instant, the evangelist tells us, his mouth is opened and
his tongue is loosened.

How do we interpret these events? Until now Zechariah was silent.
With the birth of his son, his silence is broken and he finds his
voice again. Thus, it is the birth of John, who is the voice, that gives
Zechariah a voice again. To those who ask John who he is, he
answers: “| am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way for the Lord!” (lohn 1:23). John is the voice.
Christ is the Word. And in the word given to Zechariah by the birth
of lohn, it is Christ, the living Word, who is prophesied.

John the Baptist reveals himself from birth as the prophet of the
Most High who walks before the Lord to prepare his ways. He is
the voice which announces the Word which will come to free the
word of men locked in silence because of sin.

TEEN'S CORNER
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| invite you all to our teens Christmas dinner on the 11th of
December. To cap a year that has been difficult, | hope that you
can all be there with us to celebrate and spend a night together
with food and joy as we prepare for the arrival of our Lord.

Joey Khoury

N
KICKIN
IT uP F ok
CHRISTMAS

™ o
a
-

11th of December

ol ol Mgvenite Name
christmags Dimner

Link in gur Instagram Bio

In Zechariah who speaks and praises God, all humanity is
embodied and freed from sin to praise and give thanks to the
Father for his work of salvation accomplished in his beloved Son,
the Eternal Word made flesh.

On this Sunday, let us pray: Lord, may your Word come to take
flesh in us to free us from sin that locks us in silence and
separates us from you and our brothers and sisters. May your
Word come to grow in us and free the voice of our praise and our
thanksgiving to you and what you accomplish in our lives. 5o, like
lohn the Baptist, through our voice, we will echo your Word so
that it can reach hearts who drifted away from you.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER




PARISH CAMERA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET & LOANS REPAYMENTS

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 27/11/2021

135 PARRHIONERS COMMITIED Plates: $16,498.80 |  Donations: $3,920.00
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 53,937,500.00 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COVIDINTEREST » PRINCIPAL

For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

UNITS: 51,267,810.66 UNITS: 511,118 pRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL



PARISH NOTIGE BOARD
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6.00pm Sarkis Mikhael Mardini from Harf Ardeh (died in Lebanon).
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5.00pm 40 Day Mounira Malouhi Kanaan widow of the late Youssef
Boutros Kanaan from Alma.
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL
40 ALICE ST, HARRIS PARK NSW 2150 | WWW.OLOL.ORG. AU
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Zahie & Amal Costantine Al Khoury (B) Charbel Bazouni & Hamid & Barbara Bazouni,
Boulos Bayssari & Deebe Bayssari & Elias Bayssari (C) Akl & Saide Chebat (D) (E) Azar Estephan (F) (G) (H) Anis & Maureen Jamil
Haddad, Raymond Hannie, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Fred Issa [J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family, Elias & Mariam
lahjah [K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie
Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Youssef Moussa & his son Hanna & his brother Moussa & Frances
Moussa [N) (0} (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos, Jamal Roumanos (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen,
MNabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Sassine Grandchildren [T) Jamil Kemil Tanna (U) (V) (W) [X) [Y) (Z)
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