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THE GOSPEL

e
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of lacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said
to the angel, How can this be, since | am a virgin?"
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said
to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word."
Then the angel departed from her.

Luke 1:26-38
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THE EPISTLE

]
| give an example from daily life: once a
person’s will has been ratified, no one adds to it
or annuls it. Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring; it does not say,
“And to offsprings,” as of many; but it says,
“And to your offspring,” that is, to one person,
who is Christ. My point is this: the law, which
came four hundred thirty years later, does not
annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so
as to nullify the promise. For if the inheritance
comes from the law, it no longer comes from
the promise; but God granted it to Abraham
through the promise. Why then the law? It was
added because of transgressions, until the
offspring would come to whom the promise
had been made; and it was ordained through
angels by a mediator. Now a mediator involves
more than one party; but God is one. Is the law
then opposed to the promises of God?
Certainly not! For if a law had been given that
could make alive, then righteousness would
indeed come through the law. But the scripture
has imprisoned all things under the power of
sin, so that what was promised through faith in
Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe,

Galatians 3:15-22
CONTACT

| ANNOUNCEMENT
TO MARY

Having faith does not
mean having no
difficulties, but having the

strength to face them,
4 knowing we are not alone.

Pope Francis

PRATER

Blessed Mother,

You surreneded Yourself to
God so faithfully with Your
YES. May we lead in Your
example to say YES to God's
will in our lives. Do not let
us hold back and to give
ourselves wholeheartedly to
God. We pray to you O
Mary, may You lead us
closer to Christ and guide us
to heaven. Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

In this this 5eason of the Announcements, we reflect today on the Gﬂl" %juin W“m&r- == S“e.‘“ssm“

second announcement, the Announcement to Mary. Through this
Announcement we witness the first human encounter with lesus,
the first meeting between Mary and Jesus. This first meeting was
filled with mixed emotions. From the Gospel passage we are
exposed to many important facts about who Mary was. We
observe the fear in Mary's heart, the wonder in Mary’s mind and
the submission in Mary's spirit. These four stages that Mary went
through are typical of the daily meetings that we attend or
convene in our lives and we can compare them to the structure
that Saint Luke presents us with.

Finally, once we are equipped with knowledge and
understanding, are we willing to submit ourselves to the best
interest of the team? Mary did! She submitted herself to the will
Of God and proclaimed: “Here am |, the servant of the Lord, let it
be with me according to your word.” Although we saw how this
first encounter began with fear, we can sense at the end, how it
ended with great joy. Submission to God and submission to the
greater good of the group or team always ends in happiness and

Firstly, in our meetings, do we present or are we presented with
the impuftant facts that hglp us totknc-w and undefstand what we
are meeting about? Is the information that we provide transparent joy. And so too, must all our meetings. Whether at work or with

so that all stakeholders have the clarity they need to make the right ; : :
decisions? Or do we go into meetings with hidden agendas and g:i{;m'lv’ i N N0t R RS lon s

speak on a superficial level, knowing fully well that we have made

the decision and just need it to be ratified. Speaking about meetings, the Lord’s Day, this Sunday, is the

World Youth Day. On this occasion, we thank the Lord for our
youth in the Eparchy, especially the youth of our parish. They are
the beating heart of the parish and a tirelessly working beehive
by the grace of the Lord. The parish in which the youth are

Secondly, do we express our fear when we do not fully agree or
understand? Do we seek clarity like Mary did or do we just respond
to situations out of fear and not faith? Mary accepted the angel’s
o T "

Do not be afraid” on face value. We too must resist entrenched actively meeting in faith, love and mercy is a living parish, its

fear as this becomes a breeding ground for disbelief and control. fruits are many and never cease giving. We thank the Lord for this

Thirdly, do we have the confidence to question in our meetings? eriergy An e

Mary’'s exclamation, “How can this be” is a great example of how

we need to question things that we do not understand and do not

think are right. Mary questioned God! This question arose from

faith, not doubt, and this contributed to her increase in faith. Father Toay Sarke
Often, we are afraid to question authority figures, and this leads to

an increase in confusion and doubt leading to disbelief.

ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY

As we continue our journey towards Christmas, we follow the
sequence of events, as recounted in the Gospels, that lead us to
Jesus' birth. This Sunday we reflect on the announcement to
Mary.

Mystical appearances and unexpected turn of events are taking
place. We have read about appearances of angels, the declaration
of good news, and happenings that defy the odds. In Mary's case,
she of all women, is favoured to bear God's son and conception is
through God’s spirit.

Mary says yes to motherhood and yes to whatever comes her
way. The reason being, she was totally involved in God. Her words
echo throughout the centuries as a reminder to each and
everyone of us, on how to approach life and the
incomprehensible events that we come face to face with.

‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word’ (v38). Can we be bold enough to say that these are
perhaps the most important words that any human can utter?

To pray is to give ourselves permission to let down our defences
and allow God's grace to guide us. Mary understood that life is not
a battle, not a game where we pit our wits and strength against
events that collide with our very way of thinking. All things

happen and our role is to see God’s purpose in it. What can seem M“g we “Q"‘JHBS a“lﬂe tae fnlta “'fhf

irrational is ultimately turned into a means for our growth.

S0, with Mary, may our prayer over the coming weeks leading up Eﬂuﬁ!g& tﬂ S o 3 "3‘18" Jlelgt ()1 JE 3'}“ tﬁ (‘F

to Christmas be a prayer to allow God to work in us every moment
and every day. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear brothers and sisters,

Welcome to the Sunday of the Announcement to Mary in our
Maronite Church. The Gospel of this Sunday presents Mary to us
as the woman chosen by God to be the Mother of His Son. She is
chosen from all women, because she has found favour with God.
When the Angel makes this announcement to Mary, she takes no
pride in it, she does not run into the town square calling out: "An
angel has spoken to me! | was chosen!" She simply responds to the
Angel: "l am the handmaid of the Lord!” The people closest to her
at this time will not know this great grace that she receives. She
remains silent, and simply says yes to God with all her heart, with
all her being. Mary is the one who knew how to recognize the love
of God for her and for humanity. She is the one who always knew
how to say yes to this divine love.

With this Announcement, we know that Christmas is near. Mary,
will open the door for us through her collaboration with the work
of God. The humble young woman of Nazareth had prayed to God
to send the One who had been chosen to save the world. But in
her humility, she never imagined that God would choose her to
help fulfil out His plan.

Mary does not fully understand what is happening but the
Angel's words "For nothing is impossible with God" [Lk 1:37) are
enough for her to say a complete Yes to God. Mary's total
acceptance of the Will of God is without reservations or
conditions.

YOUTH CORNER

Dearest Parishioners, Welcome to the &
Youth Corner! After a challenging lockdown, 7 :

the Youth Initiatives have resumed at OLOL. Y 0 U T H
With great joy, we would like to announce the launching of the
MYO Men's Faith and Fellowship Initiative. This is a platform
created for men to rediscover their masculinity as a gift from God!
This group will also aim to foster an environment of camaraderie
and brotherhood. Sessions run for 3 Monday's per month! We
invite all young men from ages 18-35 to join us for our next
session, which is a Reconciliation Evening in the Church on

Monday 22nd November, from 7.30pm. There will be Silent
Adoration, Confession and Benediction.

We also invite all Youth to save the date - Monday Night 27th of
December! We will be hosting our Annual MYO Christmas and
New Year's Outdoors Party - Themed "Night Under the Stars". This
is always a great celebration, with great food, fun and
entertainment! Our English Faith Formation - "Faith on Fire",
continues every 2nd Wednesday and we ask that you follow us on
social media for all the upcoming details!

We give thanks to God for our Wonderful Community, and look
forward to seeing you at these events! Celebrating International
World Youth Day this week, we ask for all your Prayers for the
intention of all Youth around the world, that we may continue to
be the Light of the World and Salt of the Earth, as Christ calls us!

Roy-Charbel Farah

| \

Pope Paul VI writes: “Mary, the New Woman, stands at the side
of Christ, the New Man, within whose mystery the mystery of
man alone finds true light; ... God's plan in Christ for the
salvation of the whole man has already achieved realization in a
creature: in her” (Marialis Cultus, 57, 2 February 1974).

May we, on this particular Sunday, also return more deeply to
the infinite love that God has for us, know how to say yes to the
will of God in our life and seek humility in all things, especially in
our service to His Kingdom.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

Annunciation




PARISH CAMERA

This Christmas season,

Let us prepare our
hearts for the King!
He is coming and may
we sing songs of praise!
Alleluia!!

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
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 THE MARONITE EPARCHY OF ALISTF
IN NEED

DONATIONS CAN SIMG THE ENVELOPES AT THE CHURCH DOORS

OR BY G MARONITE.ORG.AU/APPEALS

VOCATION DISCERMNMENT NIGHT
PRESENTEI BY THE

' MARONITE (&5
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TOPIC: MAROMITE VOCATIONS
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~sC AT 7PM

FOLLOWERD BY A Q&A WITH A PANELOF PRIESTS

WEDNESDAY
1ST DECEMBER | 2021

TALK IN THE COMMUNITY & PASTOBRAL
CEMNTRE SEMICMES ROMOM

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROWVIIDELY

"ROTEBCOE & PEMS RECOMMENDMEDY

COMTACT IITAILS
DHOCLS AR W OCATIONS CENTI

R LAY OF LERANON CoORCATHERRAL ELIE FARES
40-86 ALICE S THELT, HARRES FANK, MYW, 215 1% 4

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 14/11/2021
Plates: 516,067.35 | Donations: 52,700.00 | Candles: 51,253.35
PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS

CYPC: 53,937,500.00 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COVIDINTEREST » PRINCIPAL
UNITS: 51,267,810.66 UMNITS: 511,118 pRE-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 21 November: Announcement to Mary

Masses: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM — 5:00 and 7:00 PM

11.00am One year Saide Semaan Touma Melhem from Wadi
Qannoubin.

5.00pm One year Farid Baissary from Hawara,

7.00pm International world youth mass.

Monday 22 November
6.00pm Mass for the Late President Rene Mouawad and his
companions Martyrs

Tuesday 23 November

6.00pm Fariz Khalil Habib Ishac from Karm El Mohr (died in
Lebanon) = sympathy will be held on Monday 22 November from
6 —9 pm at OLOL Hall

Friday 26 November
6.00pm 40 Day Layla Charbel Obeid from Matrit wife of Elie
Khoury from Deir El Ahmar

Saturday 27 November
6.00pm 40 Day Maroun Youssef Jacob from Kfarsghab

Sunday 28 November: Visitation to Elizabeth

Masses: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM — 5:00 and 7:00 PM

5.00pm 40 Day Mariam Halim Taouk widow of the late Saiid
Assaad Taouk from Becharré

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“Chrislimas “Program

2021
Ging Hallelujah with Love & Hope
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Zahie & Amal Costantine Al Khoury (B) Charbel Bazouni & Hamid & Barbara Bazouni,
Boulos Bayssari & Deebe Bayssari & Elias Bayssari (C) Akl & Saide Chebat (D) (E) Azar Estephan (F) (G) (H) Anis & Maureen Jamil
Haddad, Raymond Hannie, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Fred lssa (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh loseph & Family, Elias & Mariam
lahjah [K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie
Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Youssef Moussa & his son Hanna & his brother Moussa & Frances
Moussa (N} (0} (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos, Jamal Roumanos (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen,
Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Sassine Grandchildren [T) Jamil Kemil Tanna (U) (V) (W) [X) [Y) (Z)
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ging Hallelujah with Love & Hope
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