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THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

gl‘ltE many EEU'E unﬂeﬂaEn to set Euvm an nﬁer ¥ account uf i'rlle

events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed
on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
servants of the word, | too decided, after investigating everything
carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus,so that you may know the truth concerning the
things about which you have been instructed. In the days of King
Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of
Aaron,and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments
and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years, Once when
he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to
enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of
the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying
outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing
at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he
was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John, You
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he
will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or
strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy
Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the
hearts of parents to their childrenand the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, "How will | know that this is so?
For | am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel
replied, "l am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | have been
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.But now,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their
time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these
things occur"Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and
waondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he
could not speak to them,and they realized that he had seen a vision
in the sanl:tuarli'_.l He kept motioning to them and remained unable to
speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his
home.After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five
maonths she remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord

has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the ~ Was raised for our justification.
disgrace | have endured amang my people.” Luke 1:1-25 Romans 4:13-25
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The promise that he would inherit the world

did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation. For this reason it depends
on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only
to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all
of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”) — in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Hoping against hope, he believed that he would
become “the father of many nations,” according to
what was said, "“So numerous shall your
descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when
he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years
old}, or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong
in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him
as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned
to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who
was handed over to death for our trespasses and
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Media appointment on waakdays

Every first Friday of the moenth from
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- TO ZECHARIAH
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Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335
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Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer

has been heard.
Luke 1:13

PRATER

Lord Jesus, Son of God and
Prince of Peace our journey
with the Christmas Star has
begun where we too offer
with Zechariah incense and
prayers. Recieve our prayer
O Lord and open our hearts
s0 we may have
understanding and
obedience to Your will.
Amen

Parish Office: 9659 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
Saturday Sam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emall: infoliolol.ong.au
Wabaite: www.olol.org au



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

As we embark on our new liturgical year, we begin writing a new
chapter in the story of our journey toward the Kingdom of God. It
is a new beginning for a renewed season, a new page in a new
chapter of a hope that is constantly renewed through Christ,
especially as we enter the Season of the Birth, the Birth of Our Lord
Jesus. It is the Season of the Good Announcements that make the
basis of every renewal. Good Announcement means joyful news,
and through the joyful and Good News we are renewed. One of the
most beautiful things about the Good Announcements, is the deep
reflection that follows each of them, a silent dialogue with God.
The Good Announcements in our liturgical calendar are an
introduction to the mystery of the Incarnation: the Announcement
to Zechariah today, the Annunciation to Mary after it, then the
Revelation to loseph and the Good News brought to the
shepherds. On the margins of all these Good Announcements,

Dialegue of Silence

Though His love, God called us, even before He formed us in the
wombs of our mothers, delivered His Son to death for our
transgressions and raised Him up for our righteousness. With His
infinite love, the Creator called, and is still calling, the fetuses in
the wombs, as he called Isaac the son of Abraham and John the
son of Zechariah, to be born and grow, and to praise the name of
the Lord, taking His Good News to the whole world, so that we
may all be one renewed Church with the Son, conversing with the
One Creator Father in the silence of our hearts, by the power of
the life-giving Holy Spirit who is praying in us.

This is a call for us today to renew ourselves with the series of the
Good Announcements, so that we embark on a journey based on
a dialogue with God in the depths of our silence. The dialogue

there is a forgotten Good Announcement, the Announcement of between Zechariah and the Angel can be an example of our

the silent dialogue between the insightful perception of the Magi
and the wisdom of God. Perhaps most importantly is that all these
Good Announcements are only an entry point to the greatest
renewal through the Great Good News: “to you is born... a Saviour”
(Luke 2:11).

On the Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah, we hear the
angel saying: “Do not be afraid Zechariah, for your prayer has been
heard” (Luke 1:13). And in Saint Paul’s epistle we read: “Hoping
against hope, Abraham believed” (Romans 4:18). In his discourse
on faith, the Apostle cites the experience of Abraham, the Father
of the Believers, to say that God's promise to Abraham was fulfilled
because God is truthful and faithful, and He fulfils His promises.

ANNOUNCEMENT TO ZECHARIAH

So, we commence the Season of the Glorious Birth of Christ. The
first Sunday Gospel tells us that Zechariah and Elizabeth would be
blessed with a male son in their late years. A child who would
become a great prophetic voice.

Zechariah is a priest, and he is in the Temple, alone in the
sanctuary, offering incense, while the people are praying outside.
Zechariah is in the perfect space and perfect state to encounter
God. Alone, at prayer, the smell of incense, the prayers of people
in the background. One feels close to God in such a state. And
then we read, “there appeared to him an angel of the Lord’ (v11).
Those moments where we have sudden mystical experiences. The
world before us changes and we see God's glory all around. Earth
and heaven meet for a brief time, and we came to see crystal clear
what lies ahead of us.

Yet Zechariah ‘was terrified’ (v12). The encounter with the divine
can be frightening, too awesome for us. We stand before God in
fear and shame, as our past life appears before us. Yet God is not
about our past faults and sins. God is about divine revelation.

The angel provided Zechariah with a glimpse of the future, one of
possibilities and hope. Of the divine and humanity at work
together. We are like Zechariah however, too afraid to envision a
new way of things, of being ever more intimately connected to
the divine. And yet God waits for us to journey together in life.

Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn

prayer life and relationship with God — where in our prayer we ask
God for His help and guidance and when God responds, we can at
times be stunned or unprepared for His response. | feel it is
almost a natural thing when we hear or read this Gospel passage
to question ourselves on how we would react if an angel of God
stood before us with a message saying “your prayers have been
answered”. How would our reaction be?

Zechariah in his humanity had understandably lost patience and
in a sense lost a bit of faith because his prayer was not answered
for so long. That is what is happening with us, especially in these
days in which we live as we have lost the ability to be patient and
to have hope. Yet, we can learn from Zechariah's example by
going in the opposite direction and always placing our hope in
God and His power to transform the most ordinary situations of
our lives into extraordinary opportunities for love, friendship and
peace. And our starting point should be to striving, praying and
hoping to be instruments of God's love and peace in our own
families.

We read that Zachariah was made mute because of his doubt,
however | do not think this was a punishment. Being made mute
was a lesson and a gift for Zechariah. By being mute, Zechariah
was given the gift of silence and was taught a valuable lesson
about the way in which God speaks to us in our prayers. Upon this
gift, he started a silent dialogue with God. That is what we also
need to do. In his silence, Zechariah was able to ponder the
message of the angel and reflect and learn how to trust in the
power of God again. Let us learn from the example of Zechariah
and remember to have hope even when all seems hopeless, and
strive to have some silence in our prayer life to hear God's voice
in our lives. Then, our silent dialogue can be a two-way road, one
way that goes from myself toward God, and one way from God to
me.

With the season of the Good Announcements, our parish, your
spiritual home, begins the preparations to rejoice in the heavenly
birth, the birth to the Child of the Manger, through a spiritual and
temporal program to meet with each other. This Feast is a family
gathering. We will be launching the program soon. | encourage
you all to participate in the spiritual gatherings as our parish has
resumed its spiritual biblical activities with the Family of Divine
Word, the youth and bible study in English and Arabic. In this way,
the Announcement of joy will always be with us, as it is the Good
News of the Word that gives life to our silent dialogue with God.

Father Tony Sarkis



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear brothers and sisters,

On this Sunday of the Season of the Birth of Our Lord, we reflect
on the Announcement to Zechariah as we read it in the Gospel
according to St Luke.

Today, the Angel announces to Zechariah the unexpected birth of
John the Baptist, the one who will prepare the mission of the
Messiah. God, in his providential love, prepares the birth of Jesus
with the birth of John the Baptist. Although Elizabeth is of old age,
this does not stop God's plan. God chooses to do this miracle out
of love for us, His children.

When we read this text, we may tend to criticize Zechariah for his
lack of faith. But the question is: would we, in his place, have
immediately believed and obeyed the words of the angel of the
Lord? Do we trust God with the future, with our personal lives and
our loved ones?

Zechariah thought that his age would prevent the fulfilment of
God's plan. He underestimated the power of God. We, too, forget
that God is not limited, it is rather we who are limiting God.
Throughout the Bible, God calls on incredible people who were
neither perfect nor always prepared. Many of those chosen were
unlikely prophets or apostles — yet, they allowed God to use them.
Are we trying to find excuses to say no to God and His plan for our
lives? Are we too busy, too old or too young? Are we fulfilling what
God is calling us to do or giving Him reasons why we should not?

Let us remember that God continued His plan despite Zechariah's
lack of faith. He wanted to put on earth a herald, John the Baptist,

who is worthy to prepare the way for His Son. He let Zechariah go
silent for a while.
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After this time of silence, we see a change in Zechariah from the
man who doubted God's plans to a man who offers a canticle
proclaiming praise, salvation, and freedom after the birth of his
son (Luke 1:68-79).

In these weeks leading up to Christmas, let us ensure that the
Angel of the Lord will find us prepared and ready, like Mary. Let
us be aware of God’s presence throughout our days, dedicate
special times for prayer in our families, and receive the Eucharist
with great devotion as we prepare for the Birth of Jesus. Let us
live with joy knowing that we are taking part, with the angels and
with the Lord, in God's plans of love and salvation.

Registration for Elections in Lebanon

A kind reminder to register to vote in the upcoming 2022
parliamentary elections in Lebanon. Registrations close on 20
November 2021 (visit: https://diasporavote.mfa.gow.lb )

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

A SON FOR ZECHARIAH

Luke 1:5-25

CRAFT/ACTIVITY. ANGELS

Stedents will make paper plate angels 1o remind them that Gabeiel, an angel of the Imd.wod:ln
Zechariah 1o annousce that be and his wife Elizabeth would bear & som named John,

MATERIALS
Paper Flates.
Stapler
Maskers, Crayons, or Colored Pencils
Glitter ©
Yarn
Dodljes.
Star Stickers
Seissors
Gluoe
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. DIRECTIONS
. Cul and fold paper plates folbowing the diagram abave.
Saapla the robe iogether with a stapler.

Calar the robe with L crayons, or oob
Add sar stickers,

Glue on dailiesgio the back of the angel heads,
Gl yarn w the head of the angel.

Gilue om a picee of yarn b hafig the angel with,
Giloe on ghner (optional). L) ®
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PARISH CAMERA

Liturgical Seasons

The Colours of the Seasons & Feasts Days
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct

Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

= Season of the Geeat Lest = Violet/Crimson for

Alyssia Baraz

@0lolSyd

@DurladyofLebanon

@0lolsydney

@0lolsydney

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 7/11/2021

Plates: 516,342.10 | Donations: 52,750.00 | Candles: 51,986.90

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: 53,937,500.00
UNITS: $1,267,810.66

LOAN REPAYMENTS

CYPC: 522,600 PpRE-COVIDINTEREST » PRINCIPAL
UMNITS: 511,118 pRE-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 14 November: Announcement to Zechariah
Masses: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM - 5:00 and 7:00 PM
11.00am One year Toufic Lewoon Succar from Becharré.
5.00pm One year Hiam Milad Katrib from Karm El Mohr.

Monday 15 November:
6.00pm 40 Day Tamine Mokbel from Achach wife of Najib
Makary from Zgharta.

Tuesday 16 November:

10.30am Funeral Georgette Habib Zeaiter from Ban wife of
Geur%NNasslm Ghosn from Kferhata — Koura.

6.00pm Fouad Wadih Freifer from Bkarzla (died in Lebanon).

Thursday 18 November:
6.00pm One year Josephine Atallah widow of the late Daoud
Debes from Kfarzeina.

Friday 19 November:
8.30am Rosary prayers
9.00am procession and mass of st Joseph with the intention of
the Month “Faithfull departed”.
5.30pm Rosary prayers
6.00 procession and mass of st Joseph with the intention of the
onth “Faithfull departed”.

Saturday 13 November:
6.00pm 40 Day George Francis from Kfarsghab.

Sunday 21 November: Announcement to Mary

Masses: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM - Sﬂﬂand?ﬂﬂFM

11.00am One year Saide Semaan Touma Melhem from Wadi
Qannoubin.

5.00pm One year Farid Baissary from Hawara.

7.00pm International world youth mass.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAVE THE DATE '

. CHRISTMAS
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FRIDAY DECEMBER 17 AT 8PM
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Violet Azizi, Said Azizi (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) {G) [H) Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Jabbour
Assad Haddad & his wife Hanne & their son Assad, Amine Tannous Haddad & his wife Samyia (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph
& Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) Rafga Hanna Khouri Lahood (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon,
Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Rachile Chidiac Moussa Mouawad (N) George Nader {O) (P) (Q)
(R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille,
lanette Semaani, Louis Semaani (T) (U) (V) (W) [X) (Y) Karma Yammine, Sayed Yammine (Z)
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