THE GOSPEL

“When the Son of Man comes in his %:CII'V',] and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his

lory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and

e will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the dgcats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by miy Father,
inherit the Einﬁdom repared for you from the
foundation of the world; for | was hungry and you
gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing
| was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison qnci
you visited me." Then the righteous will answer him,
Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
HDLI food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?

nd when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?' And the king will answer them, ‘Truly |
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.
Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
pre ared for the devil and his angels; for | was hungry
and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they
also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will
answer them, "Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
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FROM YOUR PARISH

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Let love be genuine; hate
what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal,
be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those
who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep. Live in harmony with
one another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than
you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will
repay, says the Lord.” No, "if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

SEVENTH SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

Prayer is the cure for a

. confused mind, a weary

soul and a broken heart.
Anonymous

PRATER

Dear Lord,

Open my heart so that | may
always see You in others.
May Your Holy Spirit guide
my actions to always give
with love and compassion.
May | seek to be a better
person through my service

: : : and actions.
the righteous into eternal life.” Rom 12: 9-21
Mt 25: 31-46 : Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

The Lord Jesus is the image of the love of God, as manifested in the

Justice s Actien and feve Ts Spil‘it

Incarnation, Redemption and Righteousness. He will come on the The final week of the liturgical year is special for its dimensions,

last day to judge the world. He will bring love and justice together,
two inseparable virtues in the Gospel of this seventh and last
Sunday of the Season of the Cross. Justice is action, love is spirit.

Justice entails feeding the hungry, quenching the thirst of the
thirsty, sheltering the stranger, clothing the naked, taking care of
the sick and visiting the prisoner. They are material and moral
states, physical and spiritual, but the motive for this justice is love.

Some people are hungry for bread, education or knowledge; some

meanings and liturgy. On the Lord’s Day, as we meditate on the
Gospel of the Final Judgment, we celebrate the Feast of “Jesus
the King". This feast embodies the presence of Christ among us
until the end of the ages. On Monday, we celebrate All Saints’
Day. The saints are the Church of the Firstborn whose names are
written in heaven. They are all those who were the bread,
clothing, medicine and mercy. There are known and unknown
saints: priests, hermits, monks, nuns, our ancestors, parents,
siblings and children who lived a life of righteousness on earth, so
they deserved the glory of heaven. On Tuesday, we remember all

are thirsty for water, justice or dignity; others experience alienation the departed ones, throughout all ages, in an evident communion

at home and in their country — a human, spiritual and social
alienation; some need a garment to cover their nakedness and to
keep warm, love to fill their emptiness, and good reputation to
protect their dignity; others are suffering from physical,
psychological or spiritual illness; some live as prisoners behind
bars, or enslaved by their whims and inclinations, or by people or
ideologies.

When we say justice, we mean that there is injustice that must be
removed, whether injustice inflicted by people or nature.
Judgment, which will be carried out by the Redeemer of human,
Christ the Lord alone, confirms to us that the final say will not be
for injustice but for justice, and that love gives justice spirit and
kindness, and makes it humane. But love does not nullify or erase
justice, otherwise it creates injustice. Love that abolishes justice is
nothing but a distorted image of love. Justice must be, and must
remain, the essential formula of love,

SOCIAL JUSTICE

This is our last Sunday in the Maronite Liturgical Calendar and in
the Season of the Cross. Next week we commence our new
Maronite Liturgical Year. For now, we end with the theme of
social justice which pervades much of lesus’ teaching.

The Parable of the Judgment of the Nations is a powerful
attestation to God's message of service and equality. In the end
God will only seek one thing from us — did we love? The first and
second greatest commandments in the Old Testament were to
love God and to love neighbour. In the Parable today, this love is
translated in practical terms — | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me
clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and
you visited me (vw35-36). This is the call of every Christian.

If we examine the above passage, we realise there are two ways
of service — what we call bandaging the wound and preventing
the wound. To bandage is to provide immediate and necessary
relief for those in need and can include ways such as providing
food, soup kitchens, providing funds for medication etc.

To prevent the wound is to be active in lobbying governments,
speaking out in order to change oppressive regimes, providing
education and opportunities to assist people to get out of their
poverty etc.

Whichever way we choose to care for our neighbour, it is all
good and necessary. To simply turn a blind eye is to condemn
ourselves and others to greater darkness. 5o will be participants
for social justice? Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

between the Militant Church on earth, the Triumphant Church in
heaven and the Penitent Church in waiting. In this week, the
liturgy of the earth is mixed with the liturgy of heaven, so that the
face of Christ, the image of God the Father, is drawn on our faces
and the faces of our departed ones, as it was drawn on the faces
of the saints.

At the parish level, we are preparing for the start of the new
liturgical year. It is a new journey of faith added to the age of our
Christian life. | invite everyone to join us in the inauguration of
the new liturgical year, on the eve of Sunday of the Consecration
and Renewal of the Church, Saturday 6 November. The Mass will
be celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.

Whishing you a new year with the Lord, filled with the graces of
heaven and the goods of the earth.

Father Tony Sarkis

Lord, I want to see....

Jesus, as you stand before me, loving me and
asking me, “What do you want me to do for

you?”, give me the courage to call out to you,
“Lord, 1 want to see”.

Jesus, open my eyes that | may see
what you want me to see and give me the
grace to respond with love and concern for
those in need around me.

Lord, grant me the confidence to know that
you are with me as | encounter painful and
difficult situations around me, and inspire me
to respond with love and compassion.

1 see with your eyes of love and feel with
the warmth of your heart as 1 reach out in
faith to those in need in my family or in
my surroundings. Amen.

Fr. Vidal Martinez, OSM - thegrotto.org



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear brothers and sisters,

This Sunday is the last Sunday of our Maronite liturgical year. Next
Sunday, a new liturgical year commences with the Sunday of the
Consecration and Renewal of the Church.

Our Gospel for this Sunday is a text from 5t Matthew where Jesus
tells us about the last judgment. Using a sheep and goat metaphor,
He shows us that it will be a judgment of love. This is a text that is
both harsh but also full of hope.

Lord tells us about in this Gospel. The socio-economic situation
in Lebanon keeps deteriorating and people are struggling to
provide life’s necessities.

God will not ask us about all that we will have gained or piled up, As | look around the shops in Australia, | see the preparations

He will not ask about human titles we have acquired or positions
we achieved. One thing is enough for Him: “Did you love?"

Indeed, charity towards others is not possible without love. If
charity or almsgiving are done without love, this means they are
done out of interest, and interest is not love,

The Gospel of this Sunday invites us to question our way of life,
and even more, the motivation for our actions. Believing in God is
good, but remains incomplete if our whole life is at odds with His
word and His love. God does not wish to condemn us, but He calls
us to question the meaning of our lives and to do everything with
love.

Appeals for Lebanon
Friends, some of our brothers and sisters in Lebanon are the
living example of the poor, the hungry and the thirsty that the

COME ALIVE CORNER

Dearest Come Alive,

—
"y .
| pray you're well. As we've finally opened our /‘( ’r)_ll..
church doors, | urge you to find the strength to get back to
church and mass for the sake of your souls.

In doing this | also urge you to pray for our church and for our
priests. They to need prayers as much as you and | do. Below is a
prayer that we can all pray for the continued building of our
catholic church and so that God always protects her and gives
her the strength to always persevere in all situations.

O my lesus, | beg You on behalf of the whole Church:

Grant it love and the light of Your Spirit and give power to the
words of priests so that hardened hearts might be brought to
repentance and return to You, O Lord.

Lord, give us holy priests; You Yourself maintain them in holiness.
O Divine and Great High Priest, may the power of Your mercy
accompany them everywhere and protect them from the devil's
traps and snares which are continually being set for the souls of
priests. May the power of Your mercy, O Lord, shatter and bring
to naught all that might tarnish the sanctity of priests, for You
can do all things. | ask You, Jesus, for a special blessing and for
light for the priests before whom | will make my confessions
throughout my lifetime. Amen.

God bless you all!
Look forward to seeing you around our parish home and parish
family.

Joey Khoury

commencing for the joyful feast of Christmas, and | am aware
that many families in Lebanon will not even be able to put a
meal on the table this year. These people feel forgotten by the
world and we are called to show them love.

Over the coming weeks, our Eparchy will be launching new
appeals for Lebanon in addition to the ongoing ones run by
many of our wonderful organisations. | urge you to remember
the people of Lebanon and donate or send money to families in
your villages whom you know are struggling. | am aware that
you have and continue to generously donate to many of our
causes, and for that, | thank you and ask the Lord to reward
your love with His graces.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
The Shﬂﬂﬁnﬁm Goats

Fied your woy thecagh the sheap and the goste bo the Fsish,

Jeves eabd that when be comes sguin be will come ap 2 ghephend. He will call oll the shoep, who ase the pocple wha bve and
Follow Jocar, wad M will sy, "Come, you re My Fassily. The Kingdom of God i yourt bacoace whin pou chirtt b bove aad
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will oy by thee qualy, who are prople who dd ot chases iy follow Jerar, "1 sm gorry bat | d nol bnow you. You mert leavel”




PARISH CAMERA

FDW talk led by
H.E Bishop Robert Rabbat

REGISTRATION OF NON-RESIDENT
LEBANESE CITIZENS TO VOTE IN THE 2022
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

The Maronite Eparchy invites all Australian Lebanese Ma-
ronites to register to vote in the upcoming Lebanese
elections taking place in March 2022. Registrations for
non-residents Lebanese citizens (born before 30 March
2001) to vote in the 2022 parliamentary elections are now
open until 12pm on 20 November 2021 (Beirut time).

You can register through the following methods:

1. Electronic registration on:
https://diasporavote.mfa.gov.lb or by visiting the
Ministry’s official website www.mfa.gov.lb and then
clicking on the registration page.

2. Register by attending the offices of the Lebanese
Consulates in person by prior appointment.

For more information, please contact the Lebanese
Embassy or Consulates in your city.

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS 55 ONLY A WEEK
133 PARISHIOMERS COMMITTED
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct

Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Adoration under the stars
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WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Plates: 515,851.40

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: 53,937,500.00
UNITS: $1,267,810.66

For week ending: 24/10/2021
| Donations: 5 1,300 | Candles: 53,164.70
LOAN REPAYMENTS

CYPC: 522,600 Pae-coVIDINTEREST  PRINCIPAL
UMNITS: 511,118 pRE-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL



PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 31 October: 7th Sunday of the Glorious Cross — Jesus

the King
Masses: 8am, 9:30am, 1lam, 5pm & 7pm

11:00am One year Charbel el gadi from Andket — akkar (with the

blessing of the statue of Mary Pietta)
5:00pm 40 Day Clovis Sassine Sassine from Ebrine.

Monday 01 November: All Saints Day
10.30am Funeral Ramona Abdallah widow of the late Mrad
Sahyoun from Kfarfou

6.00pm 40 Day Martha Mikhael Moujalli from Kfardlakos widow

of the late Salem Hanna Nakhoul from karm El Mohr

Tuesday 02 November: All Souls Day
Masses with incense prayers: 7am, 9am & 6pm

Wednesday 03 November
5:00pm 40 Day Hanneh Maroun from Kfarsghab

Thursday 4 November
6.00pm 40 day Boutros Youssef Diab from Zgharta

Friday 5 November
6.00pm 40 Day Moufid Hawach from Miziara

Saturday 6 November
6.00pm 40 Day Joseph Lichaa Harb from Tannourine

Sunday 7 November: Consecration and renewal of the church

Masses: 8am, 9:30am, 1lam, 5pm & 7pm

11:00am 40 Day Tansa Sabat from Hadchit

5:00pm Mouna Yammine widow of the late Zakaria Yammine
from Mjeydel (died in Lebanon)

7:00pm Mass offered for the HSC students

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP OLOL HEAVEN ON EARTH TOGETHER
WITH SAINT JOSEPH'S PARISH THIS CHRISTMAS
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ACCOUNITE 00003176
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We give it.

Jain Qur Lady of Lebanon Maraonite Parish.

Give blood today.
Call 131 495 or visit donateblood.com.au

) Iifeblood teams

# EVERY DOMNATION SAVES 3 LIVES #

Our next Blood Donations are Thursday 4th November from
6:30pm-7:30pm, or we can find another date/ time that suits you!

How can | book?
Contact Louis on 0412 844 524 to find out more or to
book your donation!

Who can Donate?
If you are aged between 18 and 75, weigh 50kg or more, and feel
fit and healthy, you are eligible!

How long does it take?
Maximum of 15 minutes for a Blood donation, a little longer for
Plasma Donations.

Information on COVID Vaccination and Blood donation eligibility:
https://www.lifeblood.com.au/news-and-stories/
coronavirus/eligibility

"For it is in giving that we receive.” - Francis of Assisi
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) [G) (H) Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) [J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph
& Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair [L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie Boutrous Moussa,
Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi (N} (O) {P) (@) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)
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