THE GOSPEL
e
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. When the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out
to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got up
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” But the wise replied, '‘No! there will
not be enough for you and for us; you had better
go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went with him
into the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut” “Later the other bridesmaids came also,
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us. But he replied,
‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you." Keep awake
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”

Matthew 25:1-13
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FROM YOUR PARISH

THE EPISTLE

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have

always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at
work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for his good pleasure. Do all things
without murmuring and arguing, so that
you may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, in which you shine like stars in
the world. It is by your holding fast to the
word of life that | can boast on the day of
Christ that | did not run in vain or labor in
vain. But even if | am being poured out as a
libation over the sacrifice and the offering
of your faith, | am glad and rejoice with all
of you — and in the same way you also
must be glad and rejoice with me.

e

FIFTH SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.

Psalm 119:105

PRATER

Lord Jesus Heavenly
Bridegroom, at the time of
our Baptism you gave us a
lamp lit with the oil of the
Spirit. In our lives, give us
the grace to keep our lamp

aflame with faith, hope and
love so it can guide our
journey to You.

Philippians 2:12-18 Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD
Dear brothers and sisters, Mﬂ Mﬂttﬂ‘ ”Fﬂw 19'13 —'ﬁt WIIit

The fifth Sunday of the Season of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

arrives to complement what the Church has put before us to reflect

on since the Feast of the Cross. First, we look up to our crucified

Lord who conquered death (Feast Day). Then, we take up our cross 1he key to good deeds is to know how to choose. There are only
with hope and patience (first Sunday), because our hope is not in tWo options before us: either we accept to "V‘E in obedience to
this world, but in the everlasting life with Christ (second Sunday), the word that Saint Paul speaks about in his epistle today, so that
for the Lord will come in great glory to judge, and whoever OUr lamps are filled and light the night of our waiting for the
perseveres to the end is saved (third Sunday). Until the Second coming of the Lord; or we compromise the truth of our faith, and
Coming, that is the arrival of the heavenly bridegroom, we work on We do not work on ourselves as we should, so the bridegroom
building each other, and we make the act of building others a comes and does not find us waiting. He enters with those who are
framework of our lives (fourth Sunday). Today (fifth Sunday), we ready and shuts the door behind him. We remain outside, in the
reach an essential principle in our Christian life: no matter how darkness.

long we wait for, the bridegroom will definitely come! . ' 2 :
On the parish level, we continue our journey on the light of the

This is the principle upon which the ten bridesmaids that Saint lamp of the rosary. We are making this journey with the Mother
Matthew tells us about in his Gospel today were tested. Five of ©f the Master of the Gospel, Our Mother the Virgin Mary, the
them were wise, they knew how to focus on this principle and lived Mother of the Lord Jesus. Do not tire Pf waiting and
all their lives ready for the moment when the bridegroom would Perseverance, for Mary will fill our lamps with oil from her rosary
arrive. Their lamps were never off, but always lit. Five were foolish, beads. Meanwhile, Heaven on Earth continues to take its lamps
They did not work on their salvation as they should. Their lamps that are filled with the oil of mercy to all the needy, homeless and
ran out of oil. They remained outside, in the darkness. poor families, whether here in Australia, Lebanon or Fiji. Its

members work in silence and humility, carrying with them the oil
The bridesmaids of the Gospel of Matthew can be any of us. But ©f mercy, love and compassion. Their oil of mercy is the oil of
what type are we and from what team? Are we with the team of 8race and blessing. All thanks and appreciation to Deacon
the wise ones or the foolish ones? Are we working on building Robert-Pio Al Bayeh and his wonderful team of volunteers who
ourselves in anticipation of that great day? How to do that? What work tin:elessly. I WEII:I|d like also to thank all the I:-en:efactnrs from
building materials are required? They are simply good deeds based the parish and outside. Thus, shall your lamps be filled with the
on mercy and love. This is our oil! Are we storing enough of it so ©il of the love of the Lord.

that it does not run out at the crucial moment when the i
bridegroom comes? Father Tony Sarkis

TRUE FAITH READY FOR AN ENCOUNTER

In this Sunday’s Gospel passage, we have the Parable of the Ten g
Bridesmaids, which is only found in the Gospel of Matthew. The Whﬂt hE RSk.S ﬂ'f'us LS tﬂ [’JE ready_fﬂr

next two Sundays we will continue with chapter 25 of Matthew,

which is dedicated to parables about being prepared for God's f

i the encounter — ready for an

So, we have ten bridesmaids. The parable describes five as encounter, ,fﬂ"l" a beautgﬁ{[ encnunter,
foolish and five as wise. But what is the criterion that separates

them? If we continue reading we note that ‘As the bridegroom H H

was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept’ (v5). This is a thﬂ encnunter WLthJ ESH.S, thh

reassuring line!

means being able to see the signs of
Mo one is perfect and our faith journey will have high times and

low times. It is the natural cycle. There will be times when each : : f : :
and everyone of us will have become “drowsy and slept”. This hls PTESETI.CE, keepl'"'g our al'th HL'.WE
does not mean we have lost faith or are sinners. Our low times

are when we may be struggling with an issue or questioning With praye:; Wi.th thﬂ Sﬂcrﬂ.mmts,
something about our faith. It is all part of growing and changing

FRprARder=Tring pf God. and taking care not to fall asleep so
What discerns a wise person from a foolish person is that the

wise ‘took flasks of oil with their lamps’ (v3). In other words, as to ﬂﬂtfﬂl"gﬂt Hbﬂﬂt Gﬂ'd.

during times when we feel our faith is strong, do we put our
beliefs and values to good use and build on what we have? Are
we gaining new hopes and insights that will assist us when we
enter times of doubt? Our faith needs to be active and alive if we
are to get through the dark times. If our faith is shallow, we will Pope Francis Genera[ Audlem:e 241'1 ﬂpl"i[ 2013
soon lose the light of hope. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear brothers and sisters,

On this 5th Sunday of the Season of the Holy Cross, we read from

the Gospel of S5t Matthew the account of the ten bridesmaids
awaiting the groom (Matt 25:1-13). The ten young bridesmaids
know very well that the bridegroom is coming, but they do not
know the exact time. The wise ones are prepared and watching for

His arrival, whilst the foolish bridesmaids came unprepared.

These bridesmaids represent us all who are baptised, who know

that lesus came to bring us salvation, if we believe in and live

according to His word. Some believe and apply themselves to

living by the Word, in all areas of their lives. Others say they are

believers but do not live their lives accordingly and believe that

they have time and that tomorrow they will come back to the Lord
and change their lives.

But when the hour of death arrives, it will be like the meeting with

the bridegroom, with the Lord. Therefore, let us keep our lamps
ready and live our lives in the light of Christ. To prepare our lamps

is to approach the Sacraments with faith and to live in accordance
with the Word of God.

The Gospel of this Sunday is not a condemnation nor a threat. To
the contrary, it is a call to love, a call to live in the love of God by
following Him, by giving our life to His word, which is the source of
life and graces. May we stop today for a moment and look at our
relationship with Jesus and examine if we are working on this

relationship or neglecting it thinking we have time later in life.

Bill to Legalise Euthanasia in NSW

At the end of this Sunday’s Gospel, the Lord tells the foolish
bridesmaids: "Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour” [Matt 25:13). This is a reminder for us Christians that
the beginning and the end of life are not for us to decide.

TEEN'S CORNER

Dearest teens as we begin to get back to a
sense of normality there are many young kids, adults and
elderly who are very sick and going through some other
difficulties. Let's always remember to pray for those that
are sick, either in our families or for those that have no one
to pray for them.

Ever-living and ever-loving, Lord God,

You are the everlasting salvation of those who believe.
Hear us on behalf of (name) whao is sick. We ask You to
have mercy on (her/him) that,

bodily health may be restored.

We thank You and praise You

through Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep
tonight, and give Your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend Your sick ones, loving Lord. Rest Your weary ones.
Bless Your dying ones. Soothe Your suffering ones. Pity Your
afflicted ones. Shield Your joyous ones, Give strength and
vigilant awareness for all Your care givers through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
God bless
Joey Khoury

These are decisions for God's wisdom and might. Our moral duty
is to respect and protect life from conception to natural death.

The Bill introduced in NSW this past week to legalise Euthanasia
in the name of dignity and compassion and under the title of
‘voluntary assisted dying’ is contrary to our belief and to our
Christian values.

To ‘assist the dying’ means to care for them. It means
accompanying them, comforting them, consoling them,
supporting them emotionally and spiritually, by offering them all
the medical care that is available and possible. In our Christian
understanding, preparing for death is preparing for eternal life,
and thus accompanying the sick and elderly with our prayers and
with the sacraments so that, when the time finally comes, they
can die with dignity surrounded by love and true compassion. It
is neither dignified nor compassionate to make a person feel
that their suffering is meaningless or that caring for them is
burdensome and to encourage them to cunsmler ending their
lives.

Let us pray this week for the Members of the NSW Parliament
debating this Bill that they enact laws that truly protect the
dignity of life, that they consider alternatives that do not
encourage our sick and elderly to choose death, but to instead
make them feel valued and loved to the end.

Brothers and Sisters, we also pray for peace in Lebanon on this

Sunday so that the Lebanese may finally know stability, harmony
and hope for a better future.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

Design and create your
own lamp/lantern
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PRESENTED BY FATHER DANNY NOUH
fﬂ“_ﬂ_ﬂfﬁ ZOOM MEETING 1D: 836 3115 0669
ANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
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UNITS: 51,267,810.66 UMNITS: 511,118 pRi-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL



PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 17 October: 5th Sunday of the Glorious Cross

7:30am Holy Rosary

8:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

9:30am Divine Liturgy - Mass

11:00am 40 Day Mass Romeo Khoury Maroun Queis from
Bayader Rachine

12:00pm Angelus

6:30pm Holy Rosary

7:00pm Divine Liturgy - Mass

Monday 18 October

8:30am Holy Rosary

9:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

12:00pm Angelus

5:00pm The Scriptural Rosary Chaplet

6:00pm Maronite Mariam Evening Prayer followed by Divine
Liturgy - Mass

Tuesday 19 October

8:30am Holy Rosary followed by litany, Procession and
St Jospeh’s Mass for the intention of the “Sick”

12:00pm Angelus

5:00pm The Scriptural Rosary Chaplet

6:00pm Maronite Mariam Evening Prayer followed by Divine
Liturgy - Mass

7:30pm Arabic Faith Talk

Wednesday 20 October

8:30am Holy Rosary

9:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

11:00am Rosary followed by Fatima Mass

12:00pm Angelus

5:00pm The Scriptural Rosary Chaplet

6:00pm Maronite Mariam Evening Prayer followed by Genez
Mass for the late Elias Boutros Dib from Miziara

7:30pm English Faith Talk

Thursday 21 October

8:30am Holy Rosary

9:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

12:00pm Angelus

5:00pm The Scriptural Rosary Chaplet

6:00pm Maronite Mariam Evening Prayer followed by Divine
Liturgy - Mass

8:00pm Adoration

Friday 22 October: Saint Pope John Paul Il

8:30am Holy Rosary

9:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

12:00pm Angelus

5:00pm The Scriptural Rosary Chaplet

6:00pm Maronite Mariam Evening Prayer followed by One year
Mass for the late Lorraine Saab

Saturday 23 October

8:30am Holy Rosary

9:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

12:00pm Angelus

5:00pm The Scriptural Rosary Chaplet

6:00pm Maronite Mariam Evening Prayer followed by Divine
Liturgy - Mass

Sunday 24 October: 6th Sunday of the Glorious Cross
7:30am Holy Rosary

8:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

9:30am Divine Liturgy - Mass

11:00am Divine Liturgy - Mass

12:00pm Angelus

5.00pm Divine Liturgy - Mass

6:30pm Holy Rosary

7:00pm Divine Liturgy - Mass
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity

especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

souls who have no one to pray for them (B) {C) (D) (E) (F} (G) (H) Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph

& Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie Boutrous Moussa,

. Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses (N) (O} (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe

¢ Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad &
his children Kevin & Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani [T} (U) (V) (W) [X) (Y] (Z)
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