THE GOSPEL

e
James and lohn, the sons of Zebedee, came forward
to lesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do
for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them,
“What is it you want me to do for you?"” And they said
to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and
one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them,
“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that | drink, or be baptised with the
baptism that | am baptised with? " They replied, “We
are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that |
drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which
| am baptised, you will be baptised; but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is
for those for whom it has been prepared.” When the
ten heard this, they began to be angry with James
and John. So lesus called them and said to them,
“You know that among the Gentiles those whom they
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so
among you; but whoever wishes to become great
among you must be your servant and whoever
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
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and to give his life a ransom for many. 2Tim 2: 1-10
Mk 10: 35-45
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FROM YOUR PARISH

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, You then, my child, be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and
what you have heard from me through many
witnesses entrust to faithful people who will
be able to teach others as well. Share in
suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No
one serving in the army gets entangled in
everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please
the enlisting officer. And in the case of an
athlete, no one is crowned without competing
according to the rules. It is the farmer who
does the work who ought to have the first
share of the crops. Think over what | say, for
the Lord will give you understanding in all
things. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the
dead, a descendant of David - that is my gospel,
for which | suffer hardship, even to the point of
being chained like a criminal. But the word of
God is not chained. Therefore | endure
everything for the sake of the elect, so that
they may also obtain the salvation that is in
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

FIRST SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

To the servant of God...every
place is the right place, and

| every time is the right time.

St Catherine of Siena

PRATER

Lord lesus,

by your Holy Cross, and your
obedience to the Will of the
Father, you have redeemed

the world. Grant me the

grace to offer myself as a
faithful servant, with trustful
surrender to your most Holy
Will. May all that | do, bring

glory and praise to You.

Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

On this first Sunday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the
Glorious Cross, we are confronted with a challenging Gospel
passage. It contradicts everything that society teaches, it
contradicts everything that we are taught at university or work
about leadership, yet it gives us a new constitution and
distinctive method on how we should live our Christian lives.
Sometimes, when we read what Jesus says, we question
ourselves: “does this man really know what he is talking about?"
| mean, who in this day and age would instruct us to “be
servants” or "slaves”? Everyone encourages us to be strong
leaders. We are even challenged to get to the top at whatever
cost, be it through status, fame, money, power or unfortunately,
oppression of others. But Jesus came to teach us a new way of
reaching the top. He taught us that we must serve everyone with
love. He taught us that we must humble ourselves not to reach
the top of the organisation that we are working for, but the
ultimate “top” which is the heavenly kingdom.

“Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your
servant”, is a difficult constitution to follow, but these are the
words of a true leader. If we take a moment to think about these
waords, we can see how right Jesus was. Let's face it! Who would
you prefer to be your leader, someone who is arrogant, pompous
or selfish; someone who is proud and is only concerned about
rank or status? Or would you prefer someone who is humble,
kind, generous and loving; someone who respects your opinion,
freedom and dignity? | know that | would choose the latter; |
would choose someone who is like Jesus, the true leader. Let us
always look to our Lord as our ultimate example and truly live
and proclaim his words in everything that we do and everything
that we say. That is what we need in our daily Christian life,
whether in the world of politics, in the world of family, in the
world of the parish or in the world of our Christian community.

WHAT DO WE SEEK?

James and John seek to be treated and recognised as superior to
their peers. lesus instead gives them a lesson in reality.

The false self seeks out pleasure, praise, power, prestige,
position, popularity, people, productivity, possessions and
perfection (Albert Haase). This is what James and John are
pursuing, and it is probably what many of us secretly harbour. To
sit with God in glory. To be noticed, seen, adored, and all
powerful. Yet Jesus offers us something very different.

What we think is wonderful glory comes at a cost. Jesus tells the
disciples to attain glory you must go through pain and suffering
and even then who knows what the outcome will be.

To do something for the sake of attaining power, prestige or
possessions, is a premise of false hope. What we do, should be
done because it must be done. What we pursue in life, seek with
all our determination, should be something that furthers love

and not just my own desires.

lesus drives the message home very strongly. You must be a
‘servant’ and a 'slave to all.” One is called to serve and give one's
life. Self-fulfillment comes from self-giving. Real power and
prestige is given to one according to how they treat others.

Service of others has its rewards. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn
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Once again, our parish, the parish of Our Lady of Lebanon, proves
that it is at the forefront of leadership towards the Kingdom of
God, by living our Christian spirituality together, and interacting
with each other with a deep and firm faith in the One who
redeemed us on the cross to have eternal life. The nine days in
which we had been preparing for the Feast of the Exaltation of the
Cross were a demonstration of our living spirituality. We
shortened the distances by meeting together with the fervour of
our prayers. That was fruitful despite the difficult circumstances in
which we have been all living. Despite everything, we lived the joy
of the cross. | would like to thank the priests, deacons and
subdeacon, the social media team, the servants, choirs, altar
decorators, and everyone without exception, as well as all the
unknown soldiers. Thank you for living the spirit of true leadership
through which we turned together the darkness of these days into
a light shining from the cross.

We continue our spiritual journey, this time with a
three-day-prayer on the occasion of the Feast of Saint Padre Pio. |
invite you all to participate in this event that begins tomorrow with
prayer, mass and spiritual activities. Padre Pio is a contemporary
leader of our lives, an example of humility and silent service, in the
image of our Leader and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Father Tony Sarkis

E’U Your i—hoLg Cross,
You have redeemed
the world!



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dearly brothers and sisters,

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you” (Mk
10:35). Such an unusual request and an unusual moment. The
request was made in a discreet manner by lames and John, as if
the two brothers were afraid to express it clearly. But Jesus asks
them to speak out: "What is it you want me to do for you?” They
want to be on His right hand and on His left in His glory, in His
Kingdom.

The two disciples, who were among the first called and two of the
closest people to Jesus, have not yet understood anything of His
plan. They imagine that Jesus is going to organize an earthly
kingdom, and they believe the time has come to push themselves
into honorary positions.

Remarkably, in the verses just preceding this passage, Jesus, for
the third time had just foretold His passion. He told his disciples
that the Son of Man will be delivered to the high priests and the
scribes who will condemn Him to death and on the third day, He
shall rise again.

Jesus does not get angry at the request. He patiently tries to
explain it to them again: Do you want to share my fate? “Are you
able to drink the cup that | drink, or be baptised with the baptism
| am baptised with?” (Mk 10:38)

The two disciples are sure of themselves that they do not back
down now. They imagine that in the service of the Lord, there are
good places to be conquered and power as a reward. The Lord
explains that the places of honour in the Kingdom are not His but
God's and they are not awarded according to our earthly way of
thinking.

SENIOR'S CORNER

The Blessings and Peace of the Lord be with us all dear brothers
and sisters in Christ in this Holy season of the Triumph of the
Most Holy Cross.

To our Precious Seniors whom we have missed dearly, May God
keep you safe and protected. We love you so much!

After the Cross always comes The Resurrection and with God's
grace we will gather and enjoy each other's company.

Father Youwakim and the Senior's Committee wish you all good
health. You are always in our prayers!
Keep us in your prayers for you are very precious to God and to

our hearts.
Sonia Abi Rached
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But Jesus, more broadly, speaks about the desire for power
which works the heart of every man. Wherever we are, in fact,
and whatever our situation, our position, or our responsibilities,
are we careful not to take advantage of power and not to
organize our world around ourselves?

Christ overturns all our false values: “But it is not so among you;
quite the contrary. Whoever wishes to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among
you, must be servant of all”(Mk 10:43). Therefore, with Christ, it
is no longer a question of putting oneself in the first place, but of
voluntarily putting oneself last. .

Christian leadership is not like human authority, nor is it based
on power and domination over others. On the contrary, it is
genuine when it is expressed in service. Jesus did not come to be
served but to serve. What about us? How are we serving others?
Are we putting ourselves last and the needs of others before us?
Let our prayer and our aim for this week be to prioritise the
needs of others before our own and not to seek honorary seats
or positions for ourselves but to strive to put ourselves at the
service of others, to bring forth what is good and true.

| wish you a blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

St Padre Pio S~
Pray, hope and N

don’gworry.
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PARISH NOTIGE BOARD
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (I} (1) Youssef & Ghanajeh
loseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair {L) {M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter
Chehade Roumanos (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin
& Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani (T) (U) (V) (W) [X) (Y) (Z)
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