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THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

lust then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus, “Teacher,”
he said, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?” He
said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you
read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength, and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him,
“You have given the right answer; do this, and you
will live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked
lesus, “And who is my neighbor?” lesus replied, “A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and
fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat
him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by
chance a priest was going down that road; and when
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan
while traveling came near him; and when he saw him,
he was moved with pity. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he
took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, 'Take care of him; and when | come back, |
will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of
these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of the robbers?" He said,

“The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him,

Owe no one anything, except to love one
another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbour
as yourself” Love does no wrong to a
neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the
law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how
it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armour of
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For | desire steadfast love
and not sacrifice.

Hosea 6:6

PRATER

light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in
revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord lesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires,

Lord Jesus, you are the true
Good Samaritan. You are the
one who heals our wounds
and takes us to the ‘inn’,
the Church. As your
servants, give us the grace

to be a neighbour to our

Romans 13:8-14

suffering brothers and

sisters and lead them

“Go and do likewise.” always to Your heart.

Lk 10:25-37

Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

We are folding the last pages of the Season of Pentecost in our
liturgical calendar. Today is the seventeenth and last Sunday of
this Glorious Season. In a few days, we begin the last season in
url:lr gturgical year, according to the Maronite rite, the Season of
the Cross.

In the parable of the Good Samaritan in Saint Luke's Gospel
today, our Lord Jesus teaches us how to be “merciful like the
Father” The parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the most
popular Gospel stories and is truly a constitution on how we
show mercy to our neighbour. In this parable, the lawyer asks
lesus a guestion which we are still asking today: “who is my
neighbour?” Jesus tells him, and us, that our neighbour is anyone
who needs our help. Of course, we know the answer to this
guestion but at times we forget. Sometimes we neglect to
understand who our neighbour is out of ignorance, but sadly at
other times our selfishness and pride blind us from seeing them
although they are right in front of us. Many of us try to find our
neighbour in everyone else other than the people who most
need us, our family members. It is very fitting that we reflect this
week on the parable of the Good Samaritan. The divine
providence of our Lord is truly at work! Today we are in dire need
of this parable: love of our neighbour with mercy towards our
neighbour through our merciful self in the image of the Merciful
Father. It is necessary to take an example from those who were
Good Samaritans in our contemporary world, in order to know
how to be like them, “merciful like the Father."” Perhaps the most
striking example of this mercy, which we have experienced
ourselves, is Mother Teresa of Calcutta. There is no one in our
contemporary history that exemplifies the mercy of the Father
more than this Albanian nun who worked in the slums of India
with the poorest of the poor. How blessed are we to be living in
an era among a Good Samaritan, 5aint Mother Teresa. She is the
merciful mother, in the image of the Merciful Father. What a
wonderful mirror that reflects the gentle face of the Father in our
cruel world. Mother Teresa truly knew who her neighbour was.
She did not differentiate between anyone. She activated the
mercy of the Father in her words and deeds, and the Father
rTI‘mrded her in his Eternal Kingdom. May her prayers be with us
all.

THENEIGHBOURHOOD

The Parable of the Good Samaritan throws two challenges at us.
The first is: Who is my neighbour? And the second is: Who isa
neighbour? At first reading you might be forgiven for thinking
they are the same question but in reality they are very different.

The lawyer puts to Jesus the question, "'Who is my neighbour?’
(v29). We can all rattle off who we consider is our neighbour -
the one next door, people of our own ethnicity or creed, people
nearby, people who are good to us, or perhaps since the world
has become a global village, we may dare to say that everyone is
our neighbour.

However, Jesus in telling the parable, changes the scenario and
the way we think. Jesus returns the question to the lawyer by
asking, "Which of the three, do you think, was a neighbour to the
man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ (v36). The focus is
no longer on the other but on myself. Not who is my neighbour
but rather am | a neighbour to others? Can | be the one to take
care of another in dire circumstances, like the Samaritan did?

Jesus has put the onus back on the lawyer and back onto each of
us. Can we be neighbours to one another, people whom we
narrow the distance between, keep an eye out for, give time to,
and assist them in their times of struggle?

We commenced the Gospel with the lawyer challenging lesus.
We end the Gospel passage with lesus inviting us to challenge
our limited views and to become a positive force to one another.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Wee s Ms Mtiaﬁ&aur?

The other Good Samaritan is each one of us wha is living according
to the constitution of the grace of the Lord, especially in our
families, with our children. They are in most need of experiencing
the mercy of the Father through us. The act of mercy today means
to take the initiative towards our neighbour, introducing the mercy
of the Father to them through us, without any fanfare, but in silent
deeds and in secret, and God sees all that is done in secret, for he
hears our silence. The fruits of mercy speak to the Father through
our silent work.

In our parish, we are continuing the nine-day preparations to
celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, under the
theme of “by the power of the cross”. During these celebrations
we say “yes” a thousand times to the power of the cross. By the
power of the cross we stand firm in faith, we conquer pain, we are
rooted in hope, we overcome temptation, we obtain relief, we
forgive, we are strong and encouraged, we are victorious, because
our cross is always exalted and victorious.

Do not ever fear, for the cross of the Lord is ingrained in our hearts,
homes, parishes and churches. Take courage and carry each
other’s crosses, to be the Good Samaritan, merciful like the Father,
through the cross of mercy.

| encourage you to continue your spiritual journey with us, in the
hope of seeing you again in the near future, as one united family,

without discrimination among its members. Then we will know,
“"who is our neighbour.” It is each of us, for the Lord is within us.

Father Tony Sarkis

CHRIST HEALS WOUNDED HUMANITY

He poured wine over our wounds,
the wine of his Word, and seeing
that the gravity of our wounds
could not endure it in its full
strength, he mixed with it the oil
of his sweetness and “love for
men” (Tit 3,4)... Afterwards he
took the man to an tnn. This
name of ‘inun’ he gives to the
Chureh, which has become the
dwelling place and refuge of all

peoples...

St Severus of Antioch, Bishop



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This coming Tuesday, we celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of
the Cross and enter into the final season of our Maronite liturgical

year.

On this feast, let us kneel before the Cross and turn our gaze to the
crucified Christ and discover again His inexhaustible love. Our
world may be confusing and changing but the Cross, the
expression of Christ's love for us, will always remain. If we allow
ourselves to be transformed by the love of Christ, the Cross
becomes a source of joy and thanksgiving.

One of the liturgical prayers in the Maronite Antiochene tradition
for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, goes on parsing
the Holy Cross as a ladder from this earth to eternal life: “Blessed
be Your Cross, O Saviour. It is a ladder for Your Church, and by it
both the deceased and those who share in Your Holy Eucharist
ascend with spiritual beings.”

The Holy Cross is the passport ordained by God and, just like a
passport, proves our identity and gives us a right to the journey. It
identifies us as Christians, as “children of God ... those who believe
in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (lohn 1:12-13). This
passport is ours as we travel to our final destination: the Kingdom
of Heaven.

Let us, on the occasion of this great feast, reflect:

“Now, O Christ Our Saviour, we ask You ... to make the celebration
of the Feast of your Holy Cross a sign of security and peace. ... May
we find refuge in the shadow of Your Cross on the great day of Your
Second Coming ..." Amen. (Prayer of Forgiveness, Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross)

GOME ALIVE CORNER

Prayer to the Holy Famil o
aye Y Y "{ r )_Jl :
Dearest come alive, at the moment the most important part that
we can exercise of our spiritual lives is prayer.. | urge you to pray,
pray, pray. This will be the most important for our own lives al;lat}'
our families. Below is a prayer to the holy family written by Pope
Francis himself. | urge you and your families to pray it together.

Jesus, Mary and loseph,
in you we contemplate
the splendour of true love,
to you we turn with trust.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that our families too
\{ihe places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel
and small domestic Churches.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
may families never again
experience violence, rejection and division:
may all who have been hurt or scandalized
find ready comfort and healing.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
may the approaching Synod of Bishops
make us once more mindful
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God's plan.
Jesus, Mary and loseph,
gracmusl ear our prayer. Amen.

Wishing you and your families all the best, remember you are all
in my prayers.
Joey Khoury

Copyrapti © X

SAFEGUARDING
SUNDAY 2021

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

Safeguarding Sunday

This Sunday, 12 September 2021, the Australian Catholic Church
marks Safeguarding Sunday.

The theme this year is: Every child, in every community deserves
a fair go. On this day, we recall the terrible suffering of people
who were abused as children and resolve, ‘Never again’. The
focus this year is also broadened so we ensure that in our Church
all people are safeguarded. This resolution is central to our
Catholic Church. It is our mission, which comes from God.

We reaffirm that the Maronite Eparchy of Australia and its
parishes and related organisations are committed to the safety
and wellbeing of all people including minors and the vulnerable;
this is the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Our
Church has zero tolerance for abuse against children and
vulnerable adults. We pray that with the help of God’s grace,
individuals and families will find understanding and support, so
that now and in the future their wounds may be healed and they
may find lasting peace.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
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The Good Samaritan
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PARISH CAMERA
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FDW talk led EJ}' Sr Rose - Mary the Cross & Hope En gl'.l,sh Fatth talk led by DrE dward Sri

Adoration

Virtual Concert - Anta Hurriyati

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET & LOANS REPAYMENTS

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED PAR'SH I.DA NS lDAN REPATMENTS

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct CYPC: 53,937,500.00 CYPC: 522,600 prE-COVID INTEREST = PRINCIPAL
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. UNITS: 51,267,810.66 UMNITS: 511,118 pRi-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (I} (1) Youssef & Ghanajeh
loseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair {L) {M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter
Chehade Roumanos (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin
& Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani (T) (U) (V) (W) [X) (Y) (Z)
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