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When | pray “Hail Mary”,
the heavens smile, the angels
’ rejoice, the earth is happy.

St Francis of Assisi
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THE GOSPEL

e
lesus also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt: “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector.

The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus,
‘God, | thank you that | am not like other people:
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. | fast twice a week; | give a tenth of all my
income.

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even
look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’

| tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves
will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will
be exalted.”

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters,

| consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the children of God; for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom
of the glory of the children of God. We know
that the whole creation has been groaning in
labour pains until now; and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved.

Mow hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep

PRATER

Blessed is the Father
who lets the Lord
be his guiding hand,
Whose faith brings his
family courage,

Lk 18:9-14 Whose wisdom comes from
for words. And God, who searches the heart, God and whose children
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because stand and honor him.
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to We thank you O Lord for
the will of God. all our father’s.

Rom 8: 18-27 Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

In the Gospel of the sixteenth Sunday of the Season of Pentecost,
Saint Luke presents us with two types or samples of believers.
The first, is the prayerful faithful who considers prayer and their
relationship with the Lord an obligation, a law that must be
obeyed. For this type, God is the Almighty wrathful Lord, who
enacts laws and calls the human to implement them out of
honour for his divinity. The second type of the faithful considers
the Almighty God to be a merciful and compassionate God, who
bends over sinners, loves the repentant and calls them to
holiness. With the second type, prayer is neither law nor
obligation, but a relationship, dialogue, talking and listening.
Prayer is an act of humility, although it carries the whole word.

Mo one enters heaven alone, but through others. That is holiness
and the purpose of our existence. Holiness cannot be reached
through selfishness, but openness to others, appreciating them
and valuing their prayers. Holiness is not in showing people’s
mistakes but seeing my own mistakes and correcting my journey.

Holiness is to confess my sin and repent, not to consider myself

righteous and other people sinners. Therefore, relationship with
one another should not be based on superiority, as the Pharisee
did towards the Tax Collector. Who gave human the right to judge
their fellow humans? Did not the Lord Jesus say: “Do not judge
and you will not be judged"? The Pharisee tried to abolish his
brother, the Tax Collector, while the latter was carrying him and
the world in his prayer. We desperately need to cry out, praying
and exclaiming: "0 Jesus, the Son of the living God, have mercy
on us sinners, and have mercy on the whole world.” Hence, we
are confronted with the reality of contrasts. The contrast
between the Pharisee and the Tax Collector! The contrast
between the prayer of the Pharisee and the prayer of the Tax
Collector. More significantly, the contrast between the attitude
of the Pharisee and the attitude of the Tax Collector! Both of
these men turn to the same God in prayer. The Pharisee stands
up with insolence and pride to pray, while the Tax Collector does
not even have the courage to raise his eyes to heaven and beats
his breast. The Pharisee stood at the front row, while the Tax
Collector stood at a distance.

REAL PRAYER

It is a short but fantastic Sunday Gospel passage of the Parable
of the Pharisee and the Tax collector. Which one of the two
really stands out before God is the question.

The Pharisee, who was considered a religious person among the
Jewish people, enters the Temple to pray. He stands apart, giving
thanks for living a decent life and not indulging in bad behaviour.
He recollects in prayer that he fasts and gives money to charity.
He does indeed sound like a very religious and decent sort of
person. He lives a morally good life. In fact, he goes beyond the
basic requirements by extra fasting and generous donations. And
yet there is something lacking . . . his prayer is simply to justify
himself before God.

In contrast the tax collector stands at a distance and his prayer is
simply, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ (v13). He
acknowledges before God, his failures and his need for mercy.
He may not be ‘religious’ and ‘good’ but his prayer was honest
and straight from the heart,

Unless we can take an honest look at ourselves and acknowledge
our failures and weaknesses, we will never grow up. We remain
content and self-satisfied with who we are and suspicious of
everyone else. True prayeris acknowledging | am a mere human
who is in constant need of God's grace and love to lead me to
becoming a better person. Otherwise | am just like the Pharisee,
‘religious’ and great in external piety but lacking in spirituality
and a need for inner transformation. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

The Reality o Contrasts

The starkest contrast though is the prayer of each of these men.
The Pharisee uses 33 words in his prayer while the Tax Collector
uses only 7. The Pharisee thanks God because he considers
himself to be unlike the thieves, rogues, adulterers and even the
Tax Collector, in other words unlike the sinners, while the Tax
Collector asks God to have mercy on him for being a sinner!

This Gospel reflects the irony of the world that we live in today, the
irony of our own reality! We judge others and think we are better
than them. We condemn them for being different from us in a
certain behaviour, position, idea or decision. Sometimes, we even
condemn them for their repentance rather than welcoming them
back into the fold of the Lord.

As we reflect on the word of life and the contrasts in our lives, we
celebrate today with honour, in the Year of Saint Joseph and with
a Father's Heart, Father's Day. We celebrate Father's Day with the
honour of Joseph the good father and educator. Our Fathers try to
activate the mercy of God the Father in their families every day.
Often the father is renown to be the one who traditionally
provides for the family, the “bread winner”, the "head of the
household”, the strong one who protects the family from all harm.
Rarely do we talk about the compassionate father and caring man.
Rarely do we talk about the kind and loving man who is there for
us when we are in most need. When our Lord spoke of the Good
Samaritan he was definitely thinking of the father. He is called
“father” because he represents the eternal Father and draws his
mercy and compassion from him. We are very blessed in this
parish to have a fine group of fathers who are the jewels of their
families and our parish. You always answer the call of your parish
when it is in need of you. | would like to wish you all a blessed
Father's Day. | would like also to wish our father and shepherd, His
Excellency Antoine-Charbel Tarabay a blessed Father’s Day.
Further, to my brother priests, deacons and subdeacon, happy
Father's Day and thank you for all that you do for our parish.

Father Tony Sarkis

Peace begns with a smile.
St Mother Teresa of Calcutta

A Blessed Feast Day to you all
St Mother Teresa, pray for us!



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this special Sunday in Australia, we celebrate Father’s Day. We
thank the Lord for the gift of fathers and father figures in our lives
and for their witness in our families. We also pray for all fathers,
those who are still with us and those who have gone before us,
and we thank them all for the important role they play at the heart
of every family.

The role of the father is essential in the life of the family and the
upbringing of children and that is evident in God’s choice of an
earthly father, Saint Joseph, to His Son Jesus. The love of God is
revealed to us in the sanctity of the family home through the
attention and the daily dedication of our fathers. By their joy of
living, we see the joy of our Heavenly Father. In their loving words
of encouragement and teaching, we hear His voice.

At the beginning of the pandemic, we saw a very poignant image
of Pope Francis giving his extraordinary blessing "urbi et orbi"
(meaning to the city and the world) in an empty 5t. Peter’s Square
at the Vatican on 27 March 2020. In his message to the world, His
Holiness reflected on the passage of lesus calming the storm. In
spite of the storm, Jesus slept on soundly, trusting in the Father.
When he awoke, after calming the wind and the waters, he turned
to the disciples in a reproaching voice: “Why are you afraid? Have
you no faith?” (Mark 4:40).

Eighteen months on, this message is more relevant to us than ever,
especially in Australia, as we continue to battle the storm of this
pandemic. Let us place our worries in the hands of God, who is

steering us into a safe harbour. Let us trust in His loving fatherhood
in our times of need.

ALONE WITH GOD...

HEAVENLY FATHER
THANK YOU FOR THIS NEW DAY.
\X/E DEDICATE THIS DAY TO YOU.
NMAKE US FRUITFUL TODAY.
NAKE US BUSY IN DOING GOOD WORKS.
BUT MAKE US FIND QUALITY TIME
WITH YOU ALONE. F—OR WE CAN NEVER
BE GOOD AND HOLY WITHOUT YOU.
NAKE US GROW IN LOVE OF YOU
AND OUR NEIGHBOR TODAY.
GRANT THIS THROUGH
CHRIST OUR L_ORD. AMEN.

On this Sunday, let us commit our families, our lives and our
community, through the intercession of Saint Joseph, to pleasing
God, and to learning to love one another even maore, as He loves
us.

We pray for all the fathers, grandfathers, and those fulfilling the
roles of a father, and we especially pray for future dads and for
those who are separated from their children at this time. | also
humbly ask you to pray for your spiritual fathers, our priests
serving you in your parishes and for myself. We ask our Heavenly
Father to surround all fathers with His blessings and grant all our
dads the grace of His joy and peace.

Have a happy and blessed Father’'s Day!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mp We give it.

Join Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Parish

Need to speak with

someone?
&) lifeblood teams
Call 1300 627 227 #) EVERY DONATION SAVES 3 LIVES
We are more than half-way thmugh 2021 and we have reached a total of
- . 105 lives saved! We need your help to reach our goal of 300 lives saved
\ m the end of 2021!
{ ﬁ. ! Stuck in Lockdown? LifeBlood is an essential service, and is still open for
{ i" cey T LGNS Blood and Plasma Donations!
A 1 ' ?{ Our next Blood Donations are Thursday 9th September from
r‘ | ,I ALY ﬂr ﬂ 6:15pm-7:15pm, or we can find another date/ time that suits you!
WERE HERE TO . ¥ . How can | book?
- . Contact Louis on 0412 844 524 to find out more or to book your donation!
/Izwb,‘ FAMILIES STRUGGLING TO : v
MAKE ENDS MEET DURING What if | already donated blood and/ or book my own appointments?
TO US 1ue covip LOCKDOWN You can call LifeBlood to add your donations to Team OLOL! From that

moment on, all your donations will go towards reaching our Goal!

o Where does the Donated Blood go?
Ll s 34% Cancer and Blood Diseases
19% Other Causes of Anaemia

18% Surgical Patients - including Open-Heart Surgery and Burns
CONTACT FADI CONTACT RAMONA 13% Other Mridll:ﬂ Problems - Includi Fﬁeart Stnmagh?: Kidney Disease
Olo 718 877 0402 M7 079 10% Orthopaedic Patients - mcludmggFractures & Joints Replacements

4% Obstetrics including Pregnant Women, New Mothers & Young Children
2% Trauma - including accidents

N ¥ hil ]x 18 l_||'||'

INFCHe MO

. : Wheo can Donate?

Mﬂ»n!ﬂlarnfi E» Ma,ﬂmnmtu..wﬂkmu-. If you are aged between 18 and 75, weigh 50kg or more, and feel fit and
:3 SRR E Q I & Ky _ healthy, you are eligible!

How long does it take?

: Maximum of 15 minutes for a Blood donation, a little longer for Plasma
Ho'ﬁ /ﬂ o -_ ' Donations.
TEA erivem v .qﬂ' .;}i . i 3 g

For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in”
Matthew 25:35

Ja all "Fathend,

We widh gau a Happey Father's ‘qu!
Mag this special daeg fill goutk
keawrts with lave and happiness
dutthaunded by gaui families.
Fhom the parish phiests, amﬁ

and valunteesd Gf OLOL

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET & LOANS REPAYMENTS

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct CYPC: 53,937,500.00 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COVID INTEREST + PRIMCIPAL
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. UNITS: 51,267,810.56 UNITS: 511,118 pRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (I} (1) Youssef & Ghanajeh
loseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair {L) {M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter
Chehade Roumanos (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin
& Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani (T) (U) (V) (W) [X) (Y) (Z)
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