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" FIFTEENTE
SUNDAY OF
. PENTECOST

The present calamaties will

not come to an end until the
| human race has returned to
God.

Pope Benedict XV

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

One of the Pharisees asked lesus to eat with him, and
he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at
the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner,
having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s
house, brought an alabaster jar of cintment. She stood
behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his
feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then
she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with
the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited
him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were a
prophet, he would have known who and what kind of
woman this is who is touching him — that she is a
sinner.” lesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, | have
something to say to you." “Teacher"” he replied,
“Speak.” "A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they
could not pay, he cancelled the debts for both of them.
Mow which of them will love him more?” Simon
answered, “| suppose the one for whom he cancelled
the greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have
judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman, he
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? | entered your
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has
bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her
hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time | came in
she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint
my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with
ointment. Therefore, | tell you, her sins, which were
many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great
love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.”
Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” But those
who were at the table with him began to say among
themselves, "Whao is this who even forgives sins?” And
he saic‘lf to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in
peace.

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Paul, Silvanus, and
Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in
God the Father and the Lord lesus Christ: Grace
to you and peace. We always give thanks to
God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly emembering before our
God and Father your work of faith and labour
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you,
because our message of the gospel came to
you not in word only, but also in power and in
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as
you know what kind of persons we proved to
be among you for your sake. And you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy
inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became
an example to all the believers in Macedonia
and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia
and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God
has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. For the people of those regions
report about us what kind of welcome we had
among you, and how you turned to God from
idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the
wrath that is coming.

1Thess 1: 1-10

PRATER

Lord lesus, your grace is
sufficient for us. Fill our
hearts with love and
gratitude for the mercy you
have shown to us. Give us
joy and freedom to love and
serve others with kindness
and respect. Live your life in
us so that we may always
acknowledge you as the
source of our strength.

Lk 7: 36-50 Amen
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT —_——
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Sam {Arabic) N e Ei”“'“';"’“::l',:ﬁ"h;mﬁm Fr #uhn-P?uhl‘ Bassll 0401 545 454 I:;nday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
e Arati e Marcy i r Youssef Maita 0427 922 092 urday 9am - 1 pm
9:30am (Engleh) bl i Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 754 824
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THE SERVANTS WORD The mercigul ford with the repentant weman and pujmﬁu

Dear brothers and sisters,

On the fifteenth Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, we reflect on
Saint Luke's Gospel about the sinful woman who came to the
Lord, crying for her sin and proclaiming her repentance at his We too, the Lord honours us and fills us with his mercy when we
feet. With her unigue boldness, she was able to overcome the have the courage to repent, because we are “God's beloved”, as
eyes of a cruel society, the gossip of the malicious, the whispers Saint Paul describes us in his Second Letter to the Thessalonians.
of the chatters, the hearsay of the fawners, and the judgments of Since we are God’s beloved people, he chose us and saved us with
prominent people who think of themselves as better than others free grace. We only need to live our faith with love. But the
while they are whitewashed tombs. guestion is: do we have today the courage of the sinful woman to
reach our goal, which is the Lord Jesus, to prostrate at his feet,
That woman was weak because of her sin, but magnificent with putting before him our sins and tears of repentance, in order to
her audacity, faith and love. The Lord saw her great love, so he recover our dignity, live our peace and set out with his peace? Or
forgave her many sins. She only asked for his mercy, with tears of are we like the Pharisees, looking down on others, pointing to
repentance, seeking it with love, The Lord Jesus, who is the them the finger of accusation, depriving them of the grace of
fountain of love, overflowed her with greater love. He did not forgiveness, mercy and love, and depriving ourselves of salvation?
treat her on the basis of the law or social traditions, as the
Pharisee and his companions did. He did not lock at her as With the repentant woman we learn how to come to the Lord
someone inferior, as the one who invited him did, but according lesus, as we are, and he takes care of every difficulty in our lives,
to her human dignity. On the basis of this dignity, he treated her. especially in this hardship that we are going through with the
And because of his great mercy and love, the Lord sought to continuous lockdown and the accompanying anxiety and distress.
explain to the Pharisee and the gossiping audience that the We come to him, as we are, and he showers us with his mercy, love
repentant deserves forgiveness and love so they may begin a and salvation.
new life worthy of Jesus Christ the forgiving Saviour.
On the pastoral level, we have launched a new initiative, “Dad’s
The story of the repentant woman teaches us that our peace and Photo & Intention”, on the occasion of Father's Day. Send us a
salvation can only come from Jesus Christ, because if it was up to photo of your father, with an intention, so we keep you in our
the human, that woman would have been humiliated and prayer. We will place the photos and intentions on the church
offended even more. With the Lord Jesus however, his words benches. We will also launch our program for the Feast of the
changed her and gave her great courage that enabled her to Exaltation of the Cross, from 5 to 14 September, on social media.
challenge the society's view of her. She was able to walk out from Stay tuned.
underneath the rubble of sin, the ashes of the bad reputation
and the injustice of people, washing his feet with the most
precious things she had: her tears, ocintment and hair, the symbol Father Tony Sarkis
of her dignity and honour. And the Lord restored her honour and
dignity by honouring her above all the audience and dignifying
her with his love and mercy.

A SHOW OF LOVE FACES OF OLOL - CHAY GITTANY & MARY-J0 EITTAH?

What is your role and how long have you
been serving in our parish?

Chay: I've been volunteering with OLOL
Fersen since 2019. This year, it's me, my
sister and Elise (another great Fersen

’ g _ leader!) that teach our weekly year 2 class.
The theme of welcoming Jesus and hospitality continues on. We  \we have around 30 kids in our class, which

Our Sunday Gospel passage focuses on a woman who enters a
house uninvited but provides great hospitality. Last week's
Gospel gave us Martha's story of her invitation to Jesus to enter
her home. This week we have Simon, a Pharisee, invite lesus,

will focus this week on the actions of the uninvited woman. means we're kept pretty busy!
: - , Mary-Jo: | just started Fersen this year and
She bathes Jesus’ feet with her tears and dries them with her it's been great! As a Fersen leader my role is

hair. It sounds odd to us today but let us try and see beyond the  to teach kids about their faith. This means I'm working with other
external actions. The woman, in the presence of all, sheds tears.  |eaders to create lessons and activities for the class every week.
She is comfortable enough before lesus to expose her raw

emotions, She is the one who feels welcomed in his presence What inspired you to want to join your committee and what advice
and the one who seeks and draws near with an open heart and  would you give to others wanting to join our parish committees?
with transparency. Chay: | wanted to give back to my community in a way that | can see

and that makes a real difference. Teaching children in Fersen means |
The woman kisses Jesus’ feet. She has no shame before others. can make a difference in their life and inspire them.
In Jesus’ presence she shows great love. Her actions reveal great  Mary-Jo: | heard so many good stories about Fersen, For me, it's a
hospitality. She yearns for Jesus’ presence and lovingly seeks him  way to help children discover their faith and give them a chance to

out. make new friends in a welcoming class and community.
Finally, she anoints Jesus’ feet with oil. Her actions are tender What is a precious memory you have from our parish?
and soothing. She caresses, she loves, she attends to the guest.  Chay: Definitely the Fersen Consecrations that we hold annually,

which includes a ceremony and a social lunch. Before COVID it was
The woman, who is called a sinner, teaches us, sinners too, that  our way to welcome new leaders and children to the Fersen

no matter our past, our grievances, our troubles, we can and community. _ ; )
should always find time for Jesus in our lives. We are invited into  Mary-Jo: | love celebrating the Good Friday and Easter celebrations
a tender loving relationship with the God who lavishly returns in our parish. They're big events but they always remind me of how

lucky we are to be part of a community that's so passionate about
Sr Margaret Ghosn bringing people together from all over Sydney.

the love. Amen



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Maronite Church celebrates on the 30th of August the feast of
Blessed Estephan Nehme, born Youssef Nehme in Lehfed, Jbeil on
8 March 1889. He was the youngest boy in a family of six children.
He lost both his parents at a young age. In 1905, he entered the
Lebanese Maronite Order monastery of Saints Cyprian and
Justina, Kfifan as a novice taking the name Estephan.

On 23 August 1907, he pronounced his vows of obedience,
chastity and poverty, and became a religious members of the
Lebanese Maronite Order. He chose to remain a brother and did
not become a priest. He worked the fields of many monasteries
where he was appointed and was known for being a peaceful man
with a strong build and a joyful nature. He was also known for
repeating the words: “God sees me.” Living his life in this simple
way, Brother Estephan Nehme showed us that sanctity is
attainable and that one can become a saint by digging orchards
and rendering acts of service to his neighbour.

Living our life aware of God’s presence, we can sanctify our lives
with simple acts of love that do not appear spectacular from the
outside, but are actually heroic in value. Brother Estephan did not
become a hermit, like Charbel, nor teach, like 5t Nehmetallah, nor
endure extraordinary suffering, like 5t Rafga. But in the evening,
after returning from a long day in the fields, instead of resting, he
visited the elderly monks in his convent and offered them his
services and keeping them company. He died at the age of 49, on
August 30, 1939. The day of his entry into eternal joy now marks
his feast day.

Friends, on this Sunday let us seek the intercession of Blessed
Estephan for our world and for our nation Australia. Our
Maronite community is suffering and is under huge financial,
emotional and social pressure.

TEEN'S GORNER

Teen's online zoom activities
during lockdown.

Coupled with fear, the despair amongst many is heightened and
has manifested itself in deep anxiety, stress and sometimes even
irrational thoughts. We are deeply saddened that the Churches
are not open. Now, more than ever, we need to remember that
God is present in our world. He is with us in our difficulties and
waiting for us to feel His presence and closeness.

Blessed Estephan says “love does not need any education or
science, it just comes out of the heart.” Now, more than ever, we
can demonstrate we are Christians by our love. We can make
small sacrifices to make sure that our neighbours and the most
vulnerable are kept safe. We must speak up for the marginalised
and those who are suffering. Now we can seize the opportunity
and take the message of Christ to Australia in simple acts of love,
sacrifice and service.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday and a very blessed feast day to all!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

Saved By Faith
Luke 7:36-50

The sinful woman anointed Jesus' feet with perfumed oil
from her alabaster flask. Color the flask."Draw the
perfumed oil flowing from the flask onto the footprints
representing Jesus' feet,



PARISH CAMERA

- M —
FDW talk led by Subdeacon Ghassan

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET & LOANS REPAYMENTS

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct CYPC: 53,937,500.00
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. UNITS: 51,267,810.66
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

CYPC: 522,600 prI-COVID INTEREST = PRINCIPAL
UMNITS: 511,118 pRi-covup INTEREST + PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 29 August: 15th Sunday of Pentecost- Beheading of 5t John the laanall Gaygs ool bl — Bpainl) ) G pde Gealddl aaF il Y4 22l
Baptist Monof i yiye o asa jadl Ao I Y 6 e e Jdf daga sall (e J 22T
9:30am 40 Day Adele Safi from Toula widow of the late John Monof

Jaldd ¥ el
Friday 3 September L gy jle e Bdiag Cudinn Sl galy o e celial A5 e 0 Y2
6:00pm  All living and departed of Hadchit for the Feast of 5t Raymond dgxanll

offered by Hadchit Association

Jall £ caadt
Saturday 4 September aa i€ ye MOSES wlu dass ciip agn el yaa ) Aies
6:00pm 40 Day Youssef Mehmeh Salim Moses from Kfarsghab
Sunday 5 September: 16th Sunday of Pentecost — St Mother Teresa of ~ — GsSIS (53 Ba Y1 Aewsalll = Spain Gaj O e bl 3331 1 gbl @ 2a¥)
Calcutta - Father’s Day ol ae
11:00am One Year Elias Antonios Abou-Mehrez from Zgharta Ge 3 o June gl Gutplail Gl o gapall B0l VY20 s
7:00pm 40 Day Boutros Maroun Sleiman Maroun from Kfarsghab s i€ G g ke etk (g a el pgm gl Gaml Ve

ANNOUNGEMENTS

We give it.

Join Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Parish,

on the gews of the
: ‘. oifered foF all Fathers

E Iifeblood teams

S e
#} EVERY DONATION SAVES 3 LIVES - |
We are more than half-way through 2021 and we have reached a total of
105 lives saved! We need your help to reach our goal of 300 lives saved
y the end of 2021! -
Stuck in Lockdown? LifeBlood is an essential service, and is still open for | I-“' .
Blood and Plasma Donations! . ;‘rj Leceny | ANYLIGE |
Our next Blood Donations are Thursday 9th September from W (] A D \11 B
6:15pm-7:15pm, or we can find another date/ time that suits you! U 11 !_E} 1
How can | book? WERE HERE TO
Contact Louis on 0412 844 524 to find out more or to book your donation! ' L FAMILIES STRUGGLING TO
What if | already donated blood and/ or book my awn appointments? MAKE ENDS MEET DURING

You can call LifeBlood to add your donations to Team OLOL! From that
moment on, all your donations will go towards reaching our Goal!

Where does the Donated Blood go? s
34% Cancer and Blood Diseases S s
19% Other Causes of Anaemia

18% Surgical Patients - including Open-Heart Surgery and Burns RAM
13% Other Mridlcal Problems - Includi g:ﬁeart SturnaEh & Kidney Disease CONTACT FADA CONTACT ONA

10% Orthopaedic Patients - Includmg ractures & Joints Replacements 0416 718 8712 0402 917 079
4% Obstetrics including Pregnant Women, New Mothers & Young Children
2% Trauma - including accidents

TO US 1uE covip Lockpown

v L EL
Wheo can Donate?

If you are aged between 18 and 75, weigh 50 frr more, and feel fit and Mﬂ mmLMﬁfmmHﬂmm tihn&ttluwm

healthy, you are eligib l
How long does it take?

Maximum of 15 minutes for a Blood donation, a little longer for Plasma
Donations. }-‘ 'l&
I h L

"For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and S donren oo
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in”
Matthew 25:35
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them [B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen lamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph (I} (1) Youssef & Ghanajeh
f Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) {M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie Boutrous
k. Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri (N) (0] (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter
{ Chehade Roumanos [5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin
& Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani [T) (U) (V) (W) [X) (Y) (Z)
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