Now as they went on their way, lesus entered a
certain village, where a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what
he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her
many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do
you not care that my sister has left me to do all the
work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things; there is need
of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her.”

Lk 10: 38-42

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our
coming to you was not in vain, but though we had
already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from
deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we
have been approved by God to be entrusted with
the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to
please mortals, but to please God who tests our
hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we
never came with words of flattery or with a pretext
for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals,
whether from you or from others, though we might
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we
were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring
for her own children. So deeply do we care for you
that we are determined to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because
you have become very dear to us. You remember
our labour and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked
night and day, so that we might not burden any of
you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.
You are witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright,
and blameless our conduct was toward you
believers. As you know, we dealt with each one of
you like a father with his children, urging and
encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom
and glory. We also constantly give thanks to God for
this, that when you received the word of God that
you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human
word but as what it really is, God’s word, which is
also at work in you believers.

1Thess 2: 1-13

CONTACT

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park

8am (Arabic)

9:30am (English)

11am (Ar/Eng)

5pm (Ar/Eng)

7pm {(English)

Live Streaming Through Social
Media

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
7am, 9am & 6pm

Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm (Arabic)
7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm
and Sunday Masses or by
appointment on weekdays

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
Fr Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092

Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Ron Hassarati 0403 504 384

FOURTEENTH
SUNDAI OF
PENTEGOST

A tree is known by its fruit,
a man by his deeds.
A good deed is never lost;
he who sows courtesy reaps
friendship, and he who plants
kindness gathers love.

St Basil

PRAYER

Heavenly Father,

In this current time where
we are feeling so much
uncertainty. Allow us to

always lift up our heads and

give thanks for all that You

have blesses us with. Help

us to overcome the
distractions this world
places before us and
surrender our all to You.
Amen

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
Saturday 9am -1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

On the fourteenth Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, the Lord
Jesus teaches us how to discern our priorities in life. Saint Luke
conveys this teaching to us through the story of the two sisters
Martha and Mary. The first is so preoccupied with the duties of
hospitality to make the Lord, who is visiting them, feel at home.
The second is sitting at his feet listening to his teaching. The Lord
was clear. Although he stressed that Mary chose the better part,
he did not belittle Martha’s efforts, but rather wanted Martha to
make her efforts with love and without complaint.

Each one of us is like Martha and Mary. Martha, the person who
is busy with so many things and Mary who focusses on one thing,
the most important thing. Martha, the active woman who moves
around a lot, so much so that she forgets herself and forgets to
nourish her spirit, and Mary, who lives only in the spirit,
indifferent to the life’s affairs. So are we! Life’s preoccupations
are many, but only one thing matters, that we listen to the voice
of the Lord in order to hear his word, understand it and live it,
without neglecting the other matters of life, taking care of them
in light of the Gospel. Perhaps the current lockdown that we are
experiencing, with more restrictions added every week, is the
best time for us to learn how to re-adjust our lives in order to
choose the better part. We can do this by not complaining about
the restrictions. Rather, we take advantage of our current
circumstances to appreciate each other more in our families, live
every moment together with love, and activate our relationship
with the Lord.

Each of us needs to be Mary, who is at the feet of the Lord,
completely resighed to his will, fully trusting in his love and
mercy. But this requires an effort, as Martha did, physical and
spiritual effort, so that we can face this difficult time with
patience and faith. Patience and faith are the key to hope in our
lives, because they are two virtues that connect us strongly to
Jesus. This means that my prayer must be deeper, despite the
many things that are happening around us and distract us from
the most important thing; my spiritual reading needs to be more

WELCOME

Martha welcomes Jesus into her home, and Mary enjoys his
company. Our Sunday Gospel passage is an everyday scene that
teaches us much. Let us just focus on the welcoming.

Martha welcomes Jesus into her home. We pause here and ask
ourselves how eager are we to connect with lesus, to have him
enter our daily lives, and to spend time with him — especially
when we are very busy?

Welcoming shows great hospitality but it also places great
demands on us. To invite someone into our home is to give of
our time and effort to make the other feel comfortable.
Welcoming someone to cross our threshold means we want to
better know that person. We want them to share in our lives and
we want to be present to them. But what happens next. ..

All too often we tire of our guests and find that they outstay
their welcome. Or maybe their presence is not what we thought
it would be. Or maybe our guest challenges us. Whatever the
outcome, they remain our guest and how we treat them conveys
our character.

Martha wanted to entertain Jesus, but she also wanted to
complain. Mary wanted to admire Jesus, but she neglected her
other duties.

What about us? How do we behave before God? More so, do we
invite God into our lives or would we rather he pass-us by?
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

interesting and frequent, despite the flood of information
pouring on our phones from all sides; my listening to the voice of
the Lord must be more refined, despite the noise of the world
that is teeming with the news of the pandemic and vaccines; and
my reliance on God needs to be stronger despite the fear from
the unknown.

Patience and faith are our weapons. They are the foundation of
hope. Through them, | can be “Martha, Martha” and “Mary,
Mary”! We need to be both of them together, with balance and a
constant tipping of our activities and deeds towards the Word of
Life that nourishes our souls. Hence, what is required today in the
first place is to take the Good News to myself, first and foremost,
before any other person. In the midst of the lockdown, it is | who
needs Jesus more than anyone else. Therefore, | need to be
Martha, living actively and vigorously, carrying the jar of my life
to serve my family members, fully confident that tomorrow will
be a better day. | also need to be Mary, going to the fountain, the
Lord Jesus, to fill my jar which has become empty by the activities
of the day.

Our celebrations of the parish feast this year are a perfect
example of how we may live like Martha and Mary. Despite the
lockdown, the spiritual interaction with our parishioners was
wonderful. Thank you so much for your interaction with us.
Thank you to all those who helped us. Thank you to my brother
priests, deacons and subdeacon who were up to the task despite
the difficult circumstances. Martha’s vigour and Mary’s listening
gave the desired outcome in the feast of our parish.

A new celebration is underway, from 5 September to the Feast of
the Exaltation of the Cross, including the feast of the birth of Our
Lady. Although the lockdown has been extended, we will
overcome the challenges through these new activities, and
increase our interaction. And since it is still the Year of Saint
Joseph, each of us is Joseph, and the angel of the Lord is saying to
each of us today, “Joseph, do not be afraid”. Like Joseph, and with
Martha’s vigour and Mary’s listening, let us have patience and
faith, to live hope truly. Father Tony Sarkis

L.oving and merciFul God,

INn this diFfFicult and trying time,
we give you thanks For the many
blessings that you have bestowed
upon us, especilally the gt oF love
and liFe. In all that we experience
IN this IiFe Journey, INncrease our
Falth that you are always there
with us, nurturing and caring For
us. Forgive us at times when we

Feel Ike you have abandoned us

and have le~t us alone IN our
diFFicult time. Give us the grace
to reallce your presence even
when we cannot see or Feel It. Be
with LLord, For without you we
cannot do anything. Keep us all In
your loving embrace and In your
power~ul protection.
Amen.

Fr. Leo Hambur, OSM

thegrotto.org



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospel of this 14th Sunday of Pentecost relays to us the story
of Martha and Mary and the importance of balance between
prayer and action in our personal and community lives. The Gospel
tells us about Martha who invited the Lord to her home and who
was active and agitated preparing everything to receive Him.
Whereas her sister Mary is sitting at the feet of Jesus listening to
him.

In our Christian life, these two aspects of prayer and action should
always be together. Our prayer should be an action, that is, a living
relationship with God and not just a flow of words. Our action
must also be prayer, meaning everything should be experienced in
the presence of God and with God.

The gquestion we need to ask in our personal and community lives
is: How do we live our relationship with God and others?

We certainly need time for prayer, it is vital. Prayer makes us grow
in union with God and helps us recognize His call in our life. It is
also in prayer that we receive the necessary gift: the courage to
respond to God's call. Prayer can also be an intercession, our
heartfelt request from God to support all those around us.

The second aspect is action. In order to bear fruit, our action has
to be action with God, according to God's call and not according to
our personal desire. When we wark together in our family or in
our parish committees, do we make God part of our work and
planning or do we only worry about making everything perfect
and complain about the others? Let us stop for a moment, find our
way to the Lord’s heart and then act effectively, in peace, and
collaboratively with others. The Lord does not tell Martha that to
work is bad. He tells her that all her worries and her anxiety are
distracting her from what is important. Likewise, the Lord does
hot encourage Mary to do nothing, but simply tells her that she
has found the right attitude and inner peace.

Blessed Sunday dearest Fersen
and your families!

| would like to say thankyou for your diligence and commitment
towards the recent diorama competition during Feast Week.
Congratulations to our winners:

- Boutros family

- Achram family

- Harb family

who scored diamond art crafts for their family!

May the physical dioramas you built for Our Lady transcend in
your hearts, for she has a special place in our lives as the Knights
of Mary.

Though this can be a trialing time of uncertainity and fear we
press on with hope with the knowledge of faith and the concern
for charity. Every Saturday for the past few weeks we have been
meeting at 1pm as a Fersen family to learn, interact and create
things to help us better understand our faith. If you haven’t
already, please, join the parents WhatsApp chat by contacting
Rita Tannous or follow us on facebook, OLOL Fersen to be
updated with the next lesson’s zoom links, craft ideas and tasks!

Yours in Christ
Ann Boutros

If we make the link between the two, we come to the conclusion
that in every act of our life, prayer must be joined to action.
During these challenging times, let us start by placing all our
guestions, all our worries, all our projects, before the Lord and
ask him to enlighten us so that our decisions and our actions are
truly according to His heart, and therefore a source of life and
grace in us. We cannot face the challenges of life without prayer.

National Day of Prayer

In this spirit of unity and prayer, | invite you to join me and many
faith leaders across Australia on Sunday 22 August in a National
Day of Prayer, in the light of the current COVID-19 crisis. This
initiative unites all Christian communities in a full day of prayer
for local, national and international communities experiencing
great need and distress caused by the pandemic, under the
theme of “Lord Have Mercy”. It will run from 9am-9pm and | will
be leading a reflection at 3.45pm AEST. Please register at the link
below and join in much needed prayer for our nation and the
whole world:
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/LordHaveMercy/

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

So many times we can be
like Martha, picking on the
mistakes of others and
getting frustrated. What will

our prayer be like to Jesus?

“Lord do you :




PARISH CAMERA

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS 55 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

PARISH LOANS
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct CYPC: $3,937,500.00
Dehit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. UNITS: $1,267,810.66
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

LOAN REPAYMENTS

CYPC: $22,600 PRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $11,118 PRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL



Sunday 22 August: 14th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Day Jacqueline Naffaa widow of the late John Gabriel from
Beit Chabab

11:00am One Year Antonios Esber Abi Rizk fron Aintourine

Monday 23 August
10:30am Funeral Antoun Sarkis Mezher from Arjes

Thursday 26 August
6:00pm One Year Mikhael Toufic Harbieh from Zgharta

Friday 27 August
6:00pm 40 Day Georgette Bakhos Sabat wife of Semaan Laba Sassine
from Hadchit

Saturday 28 August
6:00pm All living, sick and departed of Kfarsghab for the Feast
of St Awtel

Sunday 29 August: 15th Sunday of Pentecost- Beheading of St John the
Baptist
9:30am 40 Day Adele Safi from Toula widow of the late John Monof
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: {A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan {C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) {G) Colleen George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad and their son Joseph {l) {J) Youssef & Ghanajeh
Joseph & Family {K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) {M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Charlie Boutrous
Moussa, Raobert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter
Chehade Roumanos {S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin
& Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani {T) (U) (V) (W) (X) {Y) (2)
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