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" OF ‘PENTECOST

We ourselves feel that what
we are doing is just a drop in
the ocean. But the ocean
| would be less because of that
missing drop.

St Mother Teresa
of Calcutta

OUR LII]; OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

lesus entered lericho and was passing through it. A
man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax
collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus
was, but on account of the crowd he could not,

because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was
going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
hurry and come down; for | must stay at your house
today.” So he hurried down and was happy to
welcome him.

All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has
gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner”
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look,
half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to the poor;
and if | have defrauded anyone of anything, | will pay
back four times as much.” Then lesus said to him,
“Today salvation has come to this house, because he
too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to
seek out and to save the lost.”

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters,

So Christ came and proclaimed peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were
near; for through him both of us have access in
one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens
with the saints and also members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a
holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are
built together spiritually into a dwelling place
for God.

Eph 2:17-22

Luke 19:1-10
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3o (/Ene) R | Fr Plarme Khowry 0411 735 358
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Tpm (English) CONFESSIONS U il ool Fr Paul Joubelr 0414 500 016

Live Streaming Through Soclal
Media

Bafore and during Saturday &pm
Sunday Masses or by

appointment on waakdays

Every first Friday of the moenth from
9:30am - Saturday moming T:30am

Deacon Ron Hassaratl 04032 504 384

Lord lesus, in these difficult
and uncertain times may
You open our hearts and
minds so that we too like

Zacchaeus may give willing
to those who are in need

around us. May your spirit

dwell within us so that we
may show Your love through
our acts EI'Id service.
Amen

Parigh Office: 9680 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
Saturday Qam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emall: infofiolol ong.au
Website: www.ololorg au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters,

A year on since the explosion of the Port of Beirut and the question
remains: where is the truth and who did it? A year on since hundreds of
people were killed or wounded, thousands were displaced, a third of
the city was destroyed, just within seconds, and the truth is still
unknown. How did that happen? Why did that happen? Who stored the
lethal materials? Who killed all these people without any mercy? No
answer! Only silence, pain, sadness and sorrow, and a lost truth,
because the Lord himself is absent from the conscience of the rulers.

Ayear on since the explosion of the Port of Beirut and the page of one
of the most heinous crimes in the history of Lebanon has not yet been
turned over, because the dignity of the human, granted by the Creator
to every soul he breathed his spirit into, is missing from the dictionary
of the rulers. What have they done so far? Nothing but procrastination,
delay and obstruction of the investigation.

Today, on the eleventh Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, we reflect on

the Gospel of Zacchaeus, the tax collector who climbed a sycamore tree’ gwn

to see the Lord as he was passing through the city. He climbed the tree =
because his short stature did not help him to overcome the crowds and
make his eyes rejoice in seeing Jesus, who is the Truth. The Lord turned
to him and asked him to get down because he wanted to stay at his
place that day. Zacchaeus hurried down in disbelief and received the
Lord of Glory in his house. At that moment, Zacchaeus and his
household were saved, and he compensated every person he wronged,
four times. The Lord is sending the same invitation to each person in
charge in Lebanon every day. He is asking them to receive him in their
hearts so he can save them. But none of them is hearing his voice or
seeing his face, because they have not climbed their own sycamore tree
of truth. Yet the Lord who is truthful to his word and generous in his
hope is still waiting for them. But although he is slow to act, he is not
neglectful. There is a limit to how long he would wait! Hence, pay
attention rulers, the truth is your sycamore tree! Climb it to see the
Lord awaiting you before it is too late. Would you open the door for him
and do what is right by the people so you could obtain salvation?

In the meantime, the Lord Jesus is visiting every household that has
shed tears on a beloved one, every family that has become homeless,
and touching the heart of every person who has cried out to heaven.

BUILD UP OR TEAR DOWN

In this Sunday’s Gospel passage in the Season of Pentecost, we
have the great story of Jesus and Zacchaeus, a short, rich tax
collector.

Zacchaeus is far from being popular. In fact he is described as
‘short in stature’ and ‘climbed a sycamore tree’ and people
referred to him as ‘a sinner”. Not a popular person by any means
and in fact was looked upon with derision. Who, with any ounce
of decency, would climb a sycamore tree and furthermore, ‘ran
ahead’ of everyone? One must hold themselves with some
dignity instead of carrying on like a child. And yet we are
reminded of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, where the father on
seeing his son at a distance, ‘ran’ to him (15:20). Perhaps the
spontaneity of our actions are not simply foolishness but a
soaring of the spirit!

Returning to Zacchaeus, obviously this guy is not taken with due
respect because of his short stature and his role as a chief tax
collector, who probably attained his wealth through exorbitant
taxes. All odds are stacked against him. And yet Jesus decides to
pay him a visit. No matter one’s reputation, Jesus has plans for
each of us.

And all those negative assumptions made against Zacchaeus are
thrown out the door when he declares, ‘half of my possessions,
Lord, | will give to the poor; and if | have defrauded anyone of
anything, | will pay back four times as much’ (v8).

So it is time we stopped putting down and shaming others, and
instead choose like Jesus to encourage the best in them. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Beirut's exp&:sian and Zmﬁms'

Sycarmere {ree

He is responding to every voice calling for the justice of heaven to be
done instead of the lost justice of the earth. Climb the sycamore tree of
his love to see him walking around in the sadness of the city, comforting
every mother in tears, every wife in anguish, every father with
heartache, every wounded moaning, every ‘orphan in pain, every
oppressed crying and every displaced in misery. The Lord is visiting
them, confirming to them that the justice of heaven is much greater
than the justice of the earth, and assuring them thatithis justice will
definitely be done, sooner or later! We ask the Lord to grant them the
grace of truth and patience. They are the living martyrs who die a
thousand times every day as a result of injustice, heartbreak and
neglect. They are like the fallen martyrs whose blood is still crying out to
the Lord of Heaven. They are the living martyrs, and they are no
different from the 350 Maronite monk martyrs who bore witness ta the
Lord by giving up their own lives, more than 1500 years ago, and whose
‘memaory is still with us as we celebrated their feast on Saturday. In our
own Christian logic, we remember our beloved ones and our martyrs
‘because they remain with us through the bridge of prayer in which we
communicate with them. Hence, on the occasion of the first anniversary
of the explosion of the Port of Beirut, we remember all the martyrs, the
fallen and living, in a Mass that we will be offering up for them, with His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, on Wednesday 4 August at
6pm, at OLOL Cathedral. An announcement will be made about 4
gestures in their memory.

On the pastoral level, we are going ahead with the celebrations of the
Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady in body and soul into heaven,
despite the lockdown. After all, who did say that the celebrations or the
Marian processions would stop? The full program for our celebrations
from & to 15 August is available in this bulletin and on our sites. Our
program is a daily procession from the Cathedral to your own homes,
your domestic churches, through the social media which are our
sycamore tree. Let us climb it together to see the Lord Jesus! Join us and
open the doors of your hearts and homes so we can recline with the
Lord together, for he is coming with his Mother Mary to his beloved
ohes, to remove the fear from the pandemic and its repercussions on
our souls, and to overwhelm us with his love and peace.

} Father Tony Sarkis

The Kingdom of heaven is like...

Lord Jesus,

We thank you for your constant reminder
of heaven as our final destination.

Thank you especially for reminding us that
heaven starts now and right here it we are
willing to sacrifice anything and everything
for the sake of Your Kingdom. Today, we may
ask this question, “What is the Kingdom of
heaven like for me and for my community?”

Renew in us, Lord Jesus, the authenticity of
the discipleship that we may continue to be
the real images of God who created us and
called us to build his Kingdom on earth.
May nothing hinder our fait journef\_: to make
your Kingdom known throughout the world.
For you live and reign forever and ever.

Amen.

- thegrotto.org



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

“l will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will
kill and others they will persecute” [Luke 11:49).

After 5t Maroun died, many were inspired by his teachings, healing
and way of life to find Christ. By the fifth century, a monastery was
built near where 5t Maroun had lived, known as Beit Maroun. The
monastery became significant in the region. The monks of Saint
Maroun led the way preaching the Gospel and opposing heresy.

We learn of the martyrdom of the 350 Monks in a letter from the
monks to Pope Hormisdas in the year 517. The letter described the
suffering and attacks that the Maronites endured. There was a
growing disunity amongst Christians. We learn that, while the
monks were on their way to St. Simon Stylite, the 350 monks were
ambushed and killed. The monastery of Beit Maroun was
subsequently burnt to the ground. We celebrate the Feast of the
350 Martyred Monks of St Maroun on the 31st of July.

When we reflect on the life and martyrdom of the 350 Martyrs, we
have to ask ourselves: "Am | prepared to give my life for the Lord,
as they were?” They held onto their faith and did not change their
lives or opinions because of adversity and faced ruthless enemies.

Almost a year ago, on 4 August 2020, we awoke to a story of
another ambush. For years, Lebanon had been facing increasing
political, financial and social challenges. This was exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic which placed increasing pressures on the
medical system. Most of us here in Australia woke up to 4 August
2020 in utter despair. We believed the years of civil war and of
waking up to devastating news from our homeland were behind
us. We had hoped for a better future. Yet, it seemed that in that
moment, all the decades-long corruption, deception and
mismanagement had climaxed and many innocent people had
paid a very big price for it with their lives.

SENIOR'S CORNER

To all our precious seniors,

The peace and blessings of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and
all our families.

In these hard times we would like you to know that the Senior's
Committee with our spiritual leader Father Youwakim have
missed you dearly and you are all in our thoughts and prayers.

We look forward to seeing your precious faces when all this is
over and it's safe to meet in person, then we can enjoy each
other's company and celebrate the Holy Mass, enjoy lunch and
entertainment.

4 August does not only symbolise a tragedy of 1 day or a tragedy
of a moment. It symbolises the tragedy of years of corruption,
division and self-interest and even today, a year on, no one has
been brought to account for that.

Friends, we know Lebanon is a message of hope and unity. We
still truly believe that. But the country must do some true
soul-searching and hold each other and those in positions of
power to account.

We also have a responsibility to keep talking about Lebanon, not
to forget it and join the Lebanese in their demands so that they
have access to the most basic of things like healthcare,
electricity, petrol, medicine and education.

We must continue to preach the Gospel, like the 350 Maronite
Monks whom we remember today, to anyone who will hear it
and use our voices for the oppressed, the marginalised and for
those Lebanese who only hope for a future for themselves and
their children.

May the prayers of the 350 Martyr Monks be with us.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

ZACCHAEUS MEETS JESUS

Luke 19:1-10
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PARISH CAMERA
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

X V074 L oA SR GV S90S

v

Weekly Masses

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: ...
Plates: 5..... | Denations: 5..... | Candles:5....

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 53,937,500.00 CYPC: 522,600 prE-COVID INTEREST » PRINCIPAL
UNITS: 51,267,810.66 UMNITS: 511,118 pRi-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 1st August: 11th Sunday of Pentecost
9:30am 1 year Mass Jean Greige Bakhos from Hadchit
11:00am 1 Year Mass Mikhael Assad Bourizk from Kfaryachit

Monday 2 August
10:30am Funeral of lohn Badawi Philip Salhab of Sebaal

Tuesday 3 August
10:30am Funeral of Nihad Iskandar Kassab from Tripoli

Wednesday 4 August
6:00pm 1 year memaorial mass for the Martyrs of the Beirut Port
Explosion Celebrated by H.E Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Thursday 5 August
6:00pm 1 year Mass for Anthony |brahim Nimat from Alfaradis

Friday & August: The Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord -

Beginning of the spiritual celebrations for the Feast of the Assumption

8:30am Novena Day 1 and the The Rosary

9:00am Mass

5:00pm Novena Day 1 with Marian procession from the cathedral to
yvour domestic churches. Heaven on Earth

6:00pm 1 year Mass Helena Maseem lbrahim, widow of the late
Massoud Boutros Germanos from Karm El Mahr

Saturday 7 August

8:30am Novena Day 2 and the The Rosary

9:00am Mass [ Arabic School

5:30pm Novena Day 2 and the The Rosary

6:00pm 1 year Mass Janet Azzi from Jieh, widow of the late Badi
Dimasi from Qan
and the Mass will be offered for the intenion of the sick in our
parish

8:00pm Screening of the movie "Saint Mary, Our Lady of Fatima"

Sunday August 8: Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of Saint Mary

MacKillop of the Cross

7:30am MNovena Day 3 and the The Rosary

8:00am Mass

9:30am 40 Day Mass Youssef Karam from Dara'un - Harissa
and the Mass will be offered for the intention of married
couples and the renewal of marriage promises

11:00am 1 year Mass Emile Tadros Hawshab from Bekaa Kafra
and the Mass will be offered for the intention of priests and
the consecrated

7:00pm Mass will be offered for the intention of the parish youth - MYO

ANNOUNCGEMENTS

He will Wipe Aweig everyy
tear from their eyes arod deathr

His Excellency
Bishop Antoine=Charbel Turcbc}r
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Our Lady of Lebanon

Co-Cathedral
COVID-19 UPDATE

antinue at the following times
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G) (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad
(1) (1) Youssef & Ghanajeh loseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun
f Maroon, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri (N) (O] (P) {Q) (R) Jamil &
-} Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos ($) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih

Lt Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani (T) (U) (V) [W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan

Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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