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THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

They brought to Jesus a demoniac who was blind and
mute: and he cured him, so that the one who had
been mute could speak and see. All the crowds were
amazed and said, “Can this be the Son of David?" But
when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by
Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this fellow
casts out the demons.” He knew what they were
thinking and said to them, "Every kingdom divided
against itself is laid waste, and no city or house
divided against itself will stand. If Satan casts out
Satan, he is divided against himself; how then will his
kingdom stand? If | cast out demons by Beelzebul, by
whom do your own exorcists cast them out?
Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the
Spirit of God that | cast out demons, then the
kingdom of God has come to you. Or how can one
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property,
without first tying up the strong man? Then indeed
the house can be plundered. Whoever is not with me
is against me, and whoever does not gather with me
scatters. Therefore | tell you, people will be forgiven
for every sin and blasphemy, but blasphemy against
the Spirit will not be forgiven. Whoever speaks a
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Concerning spiritual gifts, | do not want you to
be uninformed. You know that when you were
pagans, you were enticed and led astray to
idols that could not speak. Therefore | want you
to understand that no one speaking by the
Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!”
and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by
the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who activates all of them in everyone. To each
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
commeon good. To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge according to the
same 5pirit, to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to
another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. All these
are activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.

TENTH SUNDAY

' OF ‘PENTECOST

Like Mary, you must not be
afraid to allow the Holy Spirit
to help you become intimate

| friends of Christ.

Pope 5t. John Paul the Great

Loving and Merciful God,
you sent your Son to
redeem us and your Holy
Spirit to sanctify and
empower us to do your Will.
Grant that we may claim
these spiritual gifts in
professing our Faith,
Hope and Love to all the
world, especially to those

Mt 12:22-32 1Cori12:1-11 in most need. AMEN.
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THE SERVANTS WORD _Fstiﬂg Time

Dear brothers and sisters,
The whole family is now together. There is no excuse for not
In the Gospel of the Tenth Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, praying the rosary together, following the streamlined mass in
Saint Matthew reveals to us, once more, the hypocrisy of the the morning or evening through our social media, participating in
heartless Pharisees. They even attributed the mercy of God that the novenas and various prayers which we are offering, listening
was manifested by the Lord’s healing of the demoniac blind and  to the spiritual talks or watching a film on the life of saints.
mute man to Satan, instead of professing the authority of Jesus
and his power to cast out every evil spirit and heal every human |t is a testing time! In order to be honoured not shamed, let us
from everything that harms their spirit, tortures their soul and  turn away from the yeast of the Pharisees and their thoughts. By
hurts their body. accusing the Lord of casting out demons by the ruler of the
) ) ] . ) § demons, Beelzebul, the Pharisees have shown how hard the
TDdE:'.". in the Third MI|!E!1I1II.IM, th'E Pharisees of this wclrld are  heart of the human is, as opposed to the greatness of the mercy
multiplying and conspiring against the Lord by targ_ehr:ﬁ his of the heart of God. This mercy is able to unite all humans and
beloved ones, in order to weaken his Church and the faith of her gather them around God in faith, mercy and love. Today's
children, causing divisions amongst them and taking them away Pharisees, like the Pharisees of the old time, doubt the Lord’s
from the path of salvation. They are bringing d'ES'PE"_r into the power, strength and authority. Let us not allow them to separate
souls, casting doubts around everything we are facing in our ys from each other and from the Lord, because as Jesus says,
difficult reality and rushing out to divide us and rob us from every kingdom divided against itself is ruined. Do not stand
hope. against each other. There are those who are sowing discord,
i o ¥ - f S some supporting vaccination, others are against it; some with the
It is a testing time, and “when a person is tested, one will either new measures, others against them. Let us use our wisdom and
be honoured or shamed,” as we say in our popular proverbs. If fajth, and the Lord would give us the perception. Most

we succeed, we are honoured. If we fail, we are shamed. Our importantly, he gives us the unity for which he gave himself up,
success is from the Lord, our failure from Satan, Beelzebul and unity among us, and unity with him.

his legions that are appearing in various forms. Some of them are

questioning the stances of our Church. Others strive to make us |t js a testing time! In order to be honoured not shamed, let us
feel frustrated about everything, especially about the lockdown remember that no matter how overwhelming the challenges are,
that Greater Sydney is experiencing. God’s mercy is growing greater, because God is dwelling amongst

: . us, even if our doors and windows are closed. Open the door to
Itis a testing time! In order to be honoured not shamed, we need ygur backyard and raise your eyes to -heaven. There you will see

to cling to our faith, teachings, Church, our Lord lesus, Our him smiling at you and showing you himself through our Lord
Mother Mary, Saint Joseph whose choice as the Patron Saint of Jesus, the Virgin Mary and all the Saints.

this year was not a coincidence, and all the Saints, including the

350 Maronite martyr monks, whose feast we are celebrating ina In order for us to stay in touch, see the times of our masses and

few days. They were martyred for their faith. everything related to the lockdown measures on our social
: - media. Through our unity, we are united with the Lord and he is

Itisa testm%lﬁme! In order to be honoured not shamed, we need united with us. Then, no matter how hard the test is, we can be

to live the Christian heroism of which we have boasted for sucha honoured not shamed. '

long time. We need first to live the heroism of faith by

transforming our homes during the time of hardship, oppression Father Tony Sarkis

and distress into domestic churches with perpetual worship.

CHOOSE FREEDOM “You who seek God, take heart”

The timeless debate between what is good and what is evil,
what is right and what is wrong and even who is right and who is
wrong. Our Gospel passage for today pits Jesus against the

Lord, let us not be distracted by evil nor by

Pharisees, God against Beelzebul. what others say or do. Let us seek God and
take heart. Let us constantly be aware that
There are two lines that stand out in the Gospel passage and GDd iS alive and 15 WIth us here and Nnow. GDd

shed light on what is a good intention and what is otherwise. walks with us at every moment and wherever

First, we read that Jesus healed a person, ‘so that the one who we 20. Mﬂ}’ the awareness of God’s presence
had been mute could speak and see’ (v22). This sparks outrage in our life and in the life of those around us

among the Pharisees who then accuse Jesus of being in league make a difference in the wav we live
with the demaons. In other words, they were suspicious or ¥ ’

perhaps uneasy because Jesus had given voice and sight to g P
another. Lord, it is your continuing presence, love,

idance, and care of all your creation that is

The second insightful line is when Jesus responds, ‘Or how can the greatest and most commonnvlace miracle

one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property,

without first tying up the strong man’ (v29). This is an action ou perfﬂrm- We give you thanks _l'hﬂt; even
quite in contrast to the miracle Jesus performed. Here he is t Clugh we may not always recognize or give
describing the actions devoid of goodness. },rDu thanks for YOUT merciful and

S0, we are beginning to understand how to discern between CDmPﬂSSIDHﬂtE ID?Ef you do not abandon us
good and evil deeds, between God and demons. Through Jesus’ or fDI’gEt us. Be with us and draws us to the

words and actions, it is clear that what comes from God frees us'  wonder of your love and lead us to serve and
from bondage, gives us voice and sight to speak out, to C

contribute to a positive society. What comes from evil love others in PO S,

intentions, are things that bind us, restricting our freedom to

speak out, and that steals what we have and who we are. The Lord, may I seek you always and take heart.
choice should be clear, God's ways are life giving for us. We are Amen.

called to follow God. Amen

Sr Margaret Gh
» e Fr. Vidal Martinez, OSM - thegrotto.org



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In January 2021, Pope Francis announced the World Day for

Grandparents and the Elderly, to be celebrated each year on the
fourth Sunday of July, coinciding with the feasts of the Blessed
Virgin Mary's parents and lesus’ grandparents in the Roman

Catholic liturgical calendar, Saints Joachim and Anne. This year, it

falls on Sunday 25 July 2021.

Grandparents are a blessing in our families and they have the

special task of transmitting the faith to the younger generations
and accompanying their children and grandchildren with their

wisdom. The gifts that our grandparents give us are beyond the
material gifts. They bring to our families the gift of gratuitousness,
the gift love without return.

On this Sunday we pray for our grandparents that they may
accompany our families with wisdom and pass on the treasure of

faith. We also remember all the elderly who are alone or in
isolation, especially at this time, and pray for every sick
grandparent and elderly.

Petition Against Euthanasia in NSW

Our Maronite faith and traditions urge us to accompany our
elderly and sick in their final days and care for them. We strive to
gase their suffering and make their final days as easy as possible.
That is why the push to legalise euthanasia in NSW goes against
what we believe as Maronite Catholics, and that is that life is the
gift of a loving God and should be protected from conception to
natural death.

On this World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, | urge you to
sign the petition available on our social media pages, rejecting the
proposals to legalize euthanasia in NSW. Our grandparents, and
the aged, elderly, vulnerable, and sick deserve more. They deserve
adequate care so that they do not feel helpless or abandoned in
the face of suffering.

COME ALIVE CORNER

Dearest 5t Dominic Savio,

You spent your short life totally for love of Jesus and His mother.
| come to you today seeking prayers for our maronite flame
teens, delinquent teens and troubled teens.

| ask you to intercede for all the teens of Our Lady of Lebanon
praying that his/her heart be opened by the Holy Spirit and filled
with every grace he/she needs to turn away from bad influences,
sinful endeavours and harmful behaviours. Please pray that
his/her guardian angel protect and keep him/her from all
influences from evil.

e

e

I

5t Dominic Savio | entrust

in your prayers all the teens
of Our Lady of Lebanon.
May your prayers along with
those of the Blessed Virgin
Mary reach Gods ears and
bring a new outpouring of
Gods love and mercy in
his/her life.

| pray that like you, all the
teens may grow in virtue
and grace so that he/she can
find peace and joy now and
forever in Heaven.

Amen.
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2021 National Census
On Tuesday 10 August 2021, Australia will hold its five-yearly
national Census conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS).

The religion question in the Census provides tick-box response
categories for the major religious groups. However, the ABS also
makes provision for counting the members of religious groups
with small populations.

So that our Maronite Diocese can obtain population statistics
from the Census about the Maronite Catholic population in
Australia, we ask all Maronite Catholics to tick the answer Other,
for the religion question, and then write Maronite Catholic.

These statistics will help our Church to better serve the Maronite
Catholic community by knowing their numbers and locations
across Australia. | thank you for assisting us in this matter.

Friends, | have recently completed my mandatory hotel
quarantine and have now returned home. | am thinking of all the
families, individuals and elderly in lockdown in several states of
Australia. | hope that the storm of this pandemic subsides soon.
Let us continue to treat one another with respect and charity. Let
us check on one another using the technologies at our disposal.
| encourage you to continue joining your parish activities offered
online. Your clergy are available to chat, offer guidance and
pastoral care if you need them. You are all in my prayers.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

BREAKING NEWS!

In flashing news a young Nazarene by the name of
Jesus, the son of Mary and Joseph has just been caught
healing a man with an unclean spirit. Unfortunately
our cameras were not there to film the event.

We are relying on you our young photographers

to draw us a photograph of this event.

Send to us your snaps to newsletter@olol.org.au or
media@olol.org.au!

All the best
OLOL Newsletter Team
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct

Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
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PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: ...
Plates: 5..... | Denations: 5..... | Candles:5....

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS

For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

CYPC: 53,937,500.00

CYPC: 522,600 prE-COVID INTEREST » PRINCIPAL
UNITS: 51,267,810.66

UMNITS: 511,118 pRi-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 25 July: Tenth Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Day Mass for Afifi Roumanos Karam from Mejdlaya
wife of Antoine Antonios El Chaar from Bkerkacha

7:00pm 40 Day Mass Michel Boutros Francis from Mazraat
AlTouffah

Monday 26 July
10:30am Funeral of the Late Boutros Maroun Maroun from
Kfarsghab

Friday 30th July
6:00pm 1 year Mass Marie Salim Bayssari from Houwara wife of
Ibrahim Gergi Saayed from Ghebale- Beirut

Saturday 31 July

6:00pm 1 year Mass Salimeh Ghattas “El Loulou” Taouk from
Inata- El Arez wife of Roumanos Assia Younan from
Wadi Kannoubine

Sunday 1st August: 11th Sunday of Pentecost
9:30am 1 year Mass Jean Greige Bakhos from Hadchit
11:00am 1 Year Mass Mikhael Assad Bourizk from Kfaryachit

ANNOUNGEMENTS

Chur Lady of Labren
Co-Coshedral

He will Wipe Away every |
tear from their eqes and death

One Year 'k.rnu yrial Mass

7
ofthe [,, o /E:pin sion

celebrated by
His Excellency
Bishop Antoine= Chcr‘ml Tc:rcbay
Wednesday 4 Augus’r "O'iJ LGt b:.r.
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Our Lady of Lebanon

Co-Cathedral
COVID-19 UPDATE

Dear Parishioneérs,

Monday to Saturday: Sam - 3pm

ek st wnll

Please note that lives HnNg will continue at the follow Mg Lirmes:

Masses

Adoration
TI|.|r'_--:_1.:|'_-.- Spm

Far

I Fr Tony Sarkis or 16433 211 248 ar
Fr Youssef Matta on 0427 922 092

Wi pray that you all stay safe during this period.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) (J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon,
Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid
& Elizabeth Masri (N) (O] (P) (Q) (R] Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros
& Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Janette Semaani & Louis Semaani (T) (U] (V) (W)
Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) [Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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