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THEGOOD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

 FIFTH SUNDAY
' OF PENTECOST

The more you are afflicted,
the more you ought to
rejoice, because in the fire of
tribulation the soul will
become pure gold, worthy to
be placed and to shine in the
Heavenly Palace

St. Padre Pio

OUR LII]; OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

Then lesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave

Brothers and sisters, yet whatever gains | had,
these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. More than that, | regard everything as
loss because of the surpassing value of

them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out,

and to cure every disease and every sickness. These

are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon,
also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James
son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
Simon the Cananaean, and Judas |scariot, the one
who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with
the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you
go, proclaim the good news, ‘'The king-dom of heaven
has come near’

Mt 10: 1-7

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard
them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ
and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God based on faith. |
want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, if somehow |
may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not
that | have already obtained this or have
already reached the goal; but | press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. Beloved, | do not consider that |
have made it my own; but this one thing | do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of
God in Christ Jesus.

Lord God, as you sent out
the twelve apostles to
proclaim the Good News,
grant us the courage,
wisdom, and knowledge to
do the same by reaching out
to the lost sheep among us.
May our hearts be
transformed to reflect Your
Sacred Heart of Love and

Phil 3:7-14 Mercy for all. Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the fifth Sunday of Pentecost, our Mother the Church invites
us to reflect on our mission in life, through today’s readings in
our Maronite liturgy. Our mission leads us to the Kingdom of
Heaven, but we need to let go of everything for the sake of
Christ.

In his epistle today (Philippians 3:7-14), Saint Paul reveals tous a
great truth about faith: the path to the Kingdom of God passes,
first and foremost, through abandoning every earthly glory. We
cannot reach heaven if we are burdened with the concerns of the
waorld or precccupied with boasting about its glories, such as
lineage, prestige and power, intelligence and knowledge, money
and influence. Holding on to these things makes us miserable
because it binds us and distances us from our Christian identity.
Our Christian faith reaches its fullness when we abandon worldly
glories and adhere to the spirit of love, service and mercy. In this
spirit we imitate Christ. Everything else is “filth”, as Saint Paul
tells us. By living love, service and mercy towards others, we
share in the suffering and death of Christ, in order to have a share
in His resurrection. Only then do we win the great prize, that is
the joy of eternal glory with the Lord Jesus. .
What is required then, is that we take advantage of our presence
on earth to build our heavenly home before anything else. We
build it by carrying Christ’s love, living His service and prali'icjng
His mercy in our daily lives. For our role model, we take the
twelve Apostles whom Jesus sent, as we read in today's Gospel
(Matthew 10:1-7), to bring God's love and mercy to their own
people, relatives and families before anyone else. By the same
token, if we want to do the will of God, we need to carry His
Good News with courage wherever we go, and to live by the love,
service and mercy in our homes, areas, environment and parish,
as well as among our parents, children, felatiues friends, loved
ones and acquaintances. \

COME AND FOLLOW

This Sunday's Gospel passage is the naming of the twelve
disciples and their commissioning to go out in the name of
Jesus and proclaim the good news. The twelve disciples today
could be any one of us. Jesus did not choose people with
spectacular ability, but just the average person in the street.

The three synoptic Gospels list the twelve disciples but they
also mention others who heard the word of God and went
forth preaching the Good News. In John's Gospel there is no
listing of the twelve disciples. Rather John tells the story of
those who heard the word of God and followed it including the
Samaritan woman at the well and Nicodemus,

What made these disciples and others follow Jesus and remain
with him? The fact is most of them never experienced a
personal miracle — aside from catching a miraculous number of
fish. They witnessed to miracles on behalf of others = healings,
exorcisms etc. They were not recipients of a personal miracle,
which seems to be the only thing to convince others of Jesus’
importance. So why did these disciples stick around?

Jesus spent all his time in their presence eating, teaching,
preaching, debating, getting into conflicts, socialising, being in
company etc. What drew them to Jesus and kept their
attention was his simple love for humanity, his deep values, his
words of wisdom, the truth of his ways. 50 come, Jesus is
calling us to follow his life of inspiration. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

By letting go we experience

bove senvice and mexrcy

Do not look away for salvation! Your mission begins with yourself,
then with those closest to you, until the circle is expanded to
every human being.

We need to be aware of the importance of our mission of love,
service and mercy today, especially when we think of our
brothers and sisters in Lebanon. The need there is exacerbating.
And here is the key of the Kingdom in your hands! Heaven on
Earth in our parish continues to collect essential goods to be sent
to Lebanon. But we are running out of time, as we need to send
two containers of food to our homeland by the end of this week.
Many goods are still needed to fill the containers. | hope you
consider contributing something to our brothers and sisters if you
have not already done so. With this contribution, you truly
experience love, service and mercy.

It is no coincidence that our discourse today on letting go of
worldly maters and adhering to love, service and mercy coincides
with our Church celebrating the feast of His Beatitude Yaacoub
Kabouchi on Saturday. He is the one who gave a lot. Every hill,
village and town in Lebanon tells the story of his love, service and
mercy. One of his most famous sayings: “the cross is my medal!”
Does the cross not sum up love, service and mercy?

The virtues of love, service and mercy are being also experienced
by the Committee of the Elderly in our parish, who continues to
organise activities for our old people. The Committee is holding
its weekly gathering this Wednesday. May God bless you with the
fullness of His love and mercy.

Father Tony Sarkis

FACES OF OLOL - ANTONIO CHALITA } 'L m ;f
.
What is your role and how long have you 5
been serving in our parish? For the past
2 years, | have been a leader within Fersen
Al Adra, a committee devoted in providing
active and engaged spiritual lessons to
school aged children from years K-6.

What inspired you to want to join your committee and what
advice would you give to others wanting to join our parish
committees?

During my first year at university, | always felt as though there
was something missing in my life. Graduating from Maronite
College of the Holy Family, | was constantly around people with
similar traditions and beliefs in the Maronite faith. It was through
friends from church where | was introduced to the Fersen Al Adra
committee, an amazing group of parishioners who have
dedicated their time to inspire and guide the young Maronite
generation. The past 2 years have definitely been rewarding, as |
have not only grown closer to my Maronite faith, but | have also
gained many wvaluable friendships and created many
unforgettable memories.

What is a precious memory you have from our parish?

There are many precious memories | have gained during my time
serving at the parish, but the one which definitely stands out
from the rest would be during our annual leaders retreat. The
spiritual talks, engaging activities and the all night Adoration
definitely brought me closer to Christ and provided me with a
perpetual reminder as to why | serve within this ministry.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am writing this weekly message from Bkerke, Lebanon, where |
am currently present to participate in the Annual 5ynod of
Maronite Bishops with our Maronite Patriarch. | thank you for all
your continued prayers.

On this 5th Sunday of Pentecost, the Lord gives the disciples their
mission to proclaim the message that the kingdom of heaven is
here. We lock with amazement at the twelve disciples whom Jesus
has chosen so carefully. They seem to us sometimes a bit different
from what an apostle is expected to be: they are arguing all the
time, and in many instances, are having a hard time understanding
what Jesus is saying to them.

And yet, the Lord trusted them so much that He sent them, even
at the beginning of His ministry, and gave them great powers. He
named them, and He shared His mission with them. In this same
way, Jesus also calls us by name, despite all our limitations and
failures, and He invites us to join Him in His mission, in the
proclamation of the Kingdom.

Jesus sends us. This implies a life of intimacy with Christ, as the
apostles were close to Him. It is not our own thoughts, our ideas
on God or on religion that we have to transmit but the Word of
God and the love of God, with peace and charity. The Word of God
is simply spoken and people are then totally free to adhere to it or
not. What God desires above all are free hearts, open hearts,
and not constrained hearts. To announce the Word of God, the
Good News, is to announce the love of God, and love is offered
but never imposed|

HEAVEN ON EARTH GORNER
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HEAVEN ON EARTH

LIST OF ITEMS FOR CONTAINER TO LEBANON

- CANNED FOOD - SNACKS

- TUNA - MILK POWDER

- PASTA - BABY FORMULA

- PASTA SAUCE - SUGAR

- MOMOLEES - SALT

- S5PAM - COOKING OIL.

= RICE = TEA AND COFFEE
- FLOUR - BABRY NAPPIES

= SARDIMNES = ADULT NAPPIES

== *PMINIMUMN ONE YEAR EXPIRY DATE OMN ALL ITEMS®**

DROF  POINTS:
- LOWEST LEVEL CARPARK OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL
A0 ALICE 3T HARRIS PARK
- LOWER LEVEL CARPARK 5T JOSEPI"S CHIURCH

T ACTON ST CROYIHN

CASH DONATIONS CAN BE MADE AT CHURCH DOORS OR ONLINE DEPOSITS
NEAVEN N EARTH - BYXE 867950 AC: 000031 76

ALL ITEMS MUST BE DONATED BY FRIDAY 25™ OF JUNE 2021
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT DEACON ROBERT-MO: 0414 447 883
DROP OFFS: CHARLEE MEJALLI: 0410 306 009 (OL01)
JOVCE NADAF: D403 776 294 [5T JOSEPH]

“Whaever is kind o the poor leads to the Lord, and He will reward them far what they hove done.™
(Proverks 19:17)

We also note that Jesus sends the apostles not to foreigners or
Samaritans, but to the Jews. This is important for us, because we
are often tempted to go and evangelize others, and we do not
welcome or evangelize to those in our own house. Let this be an
opportunity for us to pay attention to those around us and
closest to us to proclaim God's love to them.

Let us on this Sunday thank the Lord for the confidence He
places in each one of us, and ask Him for the grace to listen to His
call.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

June Saints and Feast Days
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PARISH BAMEHA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

my heart and ”f"f\

meek and
humble of

heart, renew

make it like
your own.

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 13/06/2021
Plates: $17,142.20 | Donations: $2,150 | Candles: $3,173.60

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 53,937,500.00 CYPC: 522,600 prE-COVID INTEREST » PRINCIPAL
UNITS: 51,273,199.05 UMNITS: 511,118 pRi-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 20 June: Fifth Sunday of Pentecost

Masses: 8.00, 9.30 & 11.00 am - 5.00 & 7.00 pm

11.00am One year Anthony Boutros Manassa from Kfarfou.
5.00pm One year Sleiman Ghazi Frangieh from Zgharta.

Wednesday 23 June:

10.30am Sodality Mass for Grandparents.

5.30pm One year Alice Youhanna widow of the late Youssef
Halim from Achrafieh.

Thursday 24 June: Birth of John the Baptist

Saturday 26 June: Blessed Yaccoub Kabbouchi

6.00pm 40 day George Mikhael Azzi from lieh.

7.30pm 40 Day Elizabeth Wadih Masri widow of the late Hamid
Gerges Masri from Zgharta

Sunday 27 June: Sixth Sunday of Pentecost

Masses: 8.00, 9.30 & 11.00 am - 5.00 & 7.00 pm

11.00am Rafca Salim Sleiman from Chmout - Jbeil widow of the
late Mikhael Salloum from Kfaraabida (died in
Lebanon).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

N ’
THE DATE

I7TH - 19TH SEPTEMBER 2021
A

i N ERD NG
':E;f;?'; fj//:\ﬁl INCLU

Car Park Volunteers

Volunteers required to help throughout 2021 / 2022 as Car
events and masses.
Assisting with occasional weekday / weeknight car park
(Directing traffic and keeping the
enforcement of
the conditions of entry. A valid Working With Children Check

Park Attendants during special

facility management.

carpark safe for pedestrians) and

is a pre requisite for this role,
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Journeyi

WEDNESDAY JUNE 23RD | 8PM

OLOL HARRIS PARK - RECREATION ROOM

PRESENTED BY ANTHONY &
FAITH o= FIRE JOANNA YACOUB

MYO INVITESYOU.TO..

ORIGIN GAME
TWD

Sunday 27th June
After 7pm Mass
Youth-Centre

$10 Including Dinner
and Drinks 1
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan {C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [G) Youssef & Laela Gittany & Family
(H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis
& Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) {J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family [K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Salim
f & lamal Khaicy & Family (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie
b Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Hamid & Elizabeth Masri (N} (O] (P) {Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus [S)

= ‘Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Janette

Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)

Semaani & Louis Semaani, Louis Sukari & Family (T) {U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X) [Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband
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