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THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

—————————
Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep my

commandments. And | will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.
You know him, because he abides with you, and he
will be in you. “l will not leave you orphaned; | am
coming to you. In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because | live,
you also will live. On that day you will know that | am

in my Father, and you in me, and | in you.

Brothers and sisters,

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout lews
from every nation under heaven living in lerusalem. And
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked,
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is
it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and wisitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in our own
Ianguages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of
power” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and
said, "They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing
with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
"Men of Judea and all who live in lerusalem, let this be
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To love Mary is not to take
love away from Jesus. It's to
multiply, amplify and grow in
love with Jesus.

Fr. Mike Schmitz
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today is Sunday of the Pentecost, the feast of the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and Mary, the Mother of the
Church, while they were all together in the Upper Room, praying
with one heart. Then they went out to the world, bringing the
Good News, speaking in many languages, united together, as one
community filled with God's Spirit and Power.

With the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles, the darkness
of fear was dispelled from their lives and the chains of terror that
were tying them were broken. It was a new beginning for the
Church, and the effects of that beginning never ceased despite all
the fierce tempests that blew on the Church. Today, the Church
does not need a new beginning. Rather, we need to remind
ourselves, as sons and daughters of the Church, as children of the
Heavenly Father, as members of the mystical body of Christ and
as temples of the Holy Spirit, of the first beginning so we can
activate it in our lives, living our faith without fear, wherever we
are, whatever our mission is. When we remember that beginning
and activate it, we can work together, hand in hand, like the
Apostles, and go out into the world, bringing the Good News to
others, reflecting the image of Christ in everything that we do.

Remembering this beginning is crucial to help us come back
together again, after the difficult circumstances that we went
through, along with all humanity, because of the pandemic. Our
physical return to the church can remind us of that beginning. By
getting together, we pray together in one voice, like the Apostles,
in the shadow of our Mother Mary who was present in their
midst and is present in our midst today. Together in one place, so
that our hearts are kindled with the ﬁ(e of the Holy Spirit, our
insight is illuminated with His light, our voices ring with His/praise,
our ears listening to His voice, and mﬁl’nearta delighting in His
whispers. \ i

PENTECOST

‘Advocate, to be with you forever’ (v16). Christ promised us the
gift of the Holy Spirit within us, to be with us in our Christian
lives, recreating us, as the Spirit did at the very beginning of
creation.

On Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the receiving of the Holy
Spirit in tongues of fire by the disciples in the Upper room (Acts
2). Often this event is recognised as the birth of the Church for
upon receiving the Holy Spirit, the disciples, now called apostles,
go out and preach in the name of Christ. But let us step back a
little and focus on our Gospel passage.

Jesus says, ‘This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you' (v17).
And it is so. Often as Christians we feel at odds with the world
and its differing values, Where we feel at home with truth,
goodness, love and forgiveness, the world seems to oppose us,
loudly promoting a life of hedonism, individualism, arrogance
and self-aggrandising.

The world we live in does not know, nor care to know, about the
Spirit of God. It has its own godless agenda. We do not fit into
this type of propaganda. Our hearts have been made for God as
St Augustine write, and they are restless until they rest in God.

So, this Pentecost we pray to be faithful to the Holy Spirit in us
and to grow in the ways of God, no matter the opposition we
face. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Together v Qe Place

In our Maronite liturgy, we celebrate Pentecost in two ways. First,
through the Rite of the Adoration of the Father, and the Son and
the Holy Spirit. We kneel on the left knee to adore the Father, on
the right knee to adore the Son and on both knees to adore the
Holy Spirit who perfects the Most Holy Trinity. Second, we
celebrate through the blessing of the water and sprinkling the
faithful with the holy water. The holy water is a symbol that we
use for the descent of the Holy Spirit upon us, exactly as He
descended on the disciples two-thousand years ago.

It is worth noting that our parish lived the effects of an early
Pentecost last week, as it hosted in its own Upper Room, all the
clergy of the eparchy for two days. The meeting was the first face
to face gathering for the clergy in more than a year because of the
pandemic. On the second day, bishops and priests from other
Catholic and Orthodox Churches joined us, among them
Archbishop Anthony Fisher, to discuss the challenges faced by the
Church in the post-COVID era.

In addition, throughout the last nine days, we were united
together in prayer for the Novena of Saint Rita whose feast we
celebrated yesterday. Thank you to all those who participated in
the Novena and the celebrations. | would like also to invite you all
to participate in big numbers in the celebrations of the end of the
Marian Month on Saturday. There will be a procession with the
statue of Our Lady in the nearby streets followed by Mass. We
can then meet together, with the Virgin Mary in our midst, as was
the case with the Apostles on the day of Pentecost.

Father Tony Sarkis

Pentecest s the mement when o Geart of
stone ig shattered and o beart of (lesh tabes
its me_
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On Pentecost Sunday, we are moved to reflect upon both the
reading from the Gospel from 5t John, but also on that from the
Book of Acts, for they closely related: the promise which Our Lord
gave, and which 5t John recorded, was fulfilled in the events which
5t Luke described.

St John tells us that Jesus said to His apostles, first, that if they love
Him, they will keep His commandments, and — we understand Him
to mean —that if they keep His commandments, He will pray to the
Father to send them another Helper. That Helper is the Holy Spirit,
the Spirit of truth, who dwells with them and will be in them. For
this reason, that they have loved Him and obeyed Him, lesus says:
“I will not leave you orphans; | will come to you.” That glorious
promise was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost.

We are called to take this Feast of Pentecost as a special call to
renew ourselves and our practice of the faith. How? First, by
renewing our love of Jesus. Second, being filled with that love, to
learn the commandments of God and to keep them. This is a very
important matter: we all know the difference between doing
something because we have to and because we love to. When we
act under compulsion, we do not put our hearts and souls into it.
We count down the moments until the job is done. It is like being
in school detention. But when we act from love, we do not count
either the cost or the time. We think only of the beloved, and the
good which will flow from our actions. We do better, we work
harder, we take more care, because our love makes us.

TEEN'S CORNER

Dearest teens,

As we continue this year and conclude the season of the
Ressurection and enter into the season of Pentecost, | pray that
Our Lord may send us His Holy Spirit always, that we may always
be prepared to respond to His calling in our lives.

So far teens has been fantastic and were so proud and honoured
to be apart of your growth in holiness and love. | pray that we
may always grow even when we can't see how God is working in
our lives we must always trust and preserve in Him.

Dearest parents, very soon on the 17th of July (more details to

come) we will be having a parents meeting with you to discuss

how we can work together with your teens and continue to grow.
Thank you all for your continued support and trust in guiding

your teens to a deep and fulfilling relationship with Our Lady and

Our Lord.

God bless!

Joey Khoury

And then, there is this point to remember today: if we do all this,
we know that Jesus will be faithful to His promise and will send
us the Holy Spirit. Then God the Holy Trinity will be within us, in
power, in grace, and in charity. If we feel a lack of that power, a
shortage of that grace, then we have to go back to the beginning
and ask: am | lacking in my love for God? Have | failed to make
Jesus the King of my thoughts and my feelings?

If we have that love, if we have that obedience, and we are filled
with the Spirit of God, there still remains more for us to do. Like
the apostles, we are called to go forth and to spread the Word.
As we know from the Parable of the Sower, the Word of God is
like a seed of wheat. Some of the seed will fall on rich ground,
and the grain will spring up. But it is for us to go out and to bring
in the harvest. So Pentecost no longer represents, as it did for
the Jewish people, the end of the harvest. Rather, for us it is the
beginning of the harvest, the harvest of Christ.

| wish you a Blessed Pentecost Sunday! May the Spirit who set
the Church on fire on the day of Pentecost, bring your hearts and

families alive with the love of the Risen Lord!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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PARISH BAMEHA

Volunfeers Annual Sahra - A big THANK 10U fo all our volunteers bor all their

ebboris and hard work! Qur Parish would

Ma
NAME ADDRES

May Massoud 76 Colmen 5t , Merrylands

Joe & Saide Ishac 15 Mark 5t, Merrylands

Laurie & Rebecca Hekeik 69 Winsdor Rd, Merrylands
Marie Touma 82 Thelmsford Rd, Sth Wentworthwille
Ellan Hekeik 4 Ellis 5t, Oatlands

2.02! Howe Visits

I“ﬁfl [L ANND
Munday 24 May
Tuesday 25 May
Wednesday 26 May
Thursday 27 May
Friday 28 May

N WHE ADDRESS

Erﬁ Victoria 5t, Merrylands
2 Durham 5t, North Epping

Mabiha Bechara
Rima Chaouka
Sandra Moussa
Isaaf Karam
Dianne Ayoub

Monday 24 May
Tuesday 25 May
Wednesday 26 May
Thursday 27 May
Friday 28 May

71 Ellam Dive, Seven Hills
63 Lockwood St, Merrylands

41 Monterey 5t, Sth Wentworthville

not be the same without 10U ALL!

(gﬁl"t‘au » )
N"L'E !h"": [

Helen Maroun
Racha Salah

Jossie Rahme
Vicky Khoury

Rima Boumansour

ANDPIC
AUUK
51 Bnr:kﬁeld St, Nth Parramatta

34 Geenleaf 5t, Constitution Hill
35 Sixth St, Grarwille

38 Albert st, Guildford West

125 Wentworth Ave, Wentworthville
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Camille Tawil 47 Royce St, Greystanes

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK
133 PARISHIOMERS COMMITTED
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct

Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 11/05/2021
Plates: 513,852.95 | Donations: 53,500 |  Candles: 52,118.80
For week ending: 18/05/2021 Plates: 11,259 | Donations: 51,750

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: 54,012,500
UNITS: 51,284,087

LOAN REPAYMENTS

CYPC: 522,600 pRE-COMID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UMNITS: 511,118 pRi-covin INTEREST + PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 23 May: Pentecost Sunday - Rite of Adoration and Ll e st e e e L 4|
Blessing of the Water SRS paal RS 4 cpantianl g Tiea]
Masses: 8.00,9.30 and 11.00 am - 5.00 and 7.00 pm Cmgd 5y e Fahey Gl s Lasl dagaall 2l V420
11.00am One Year Mass Norma Boutros Younan Fahe . ’ . oL

from Wadi Qannoubin. 4 (Ol B Ase) (o (e (e s (Gle Gly) plosa gt e 0l gall 020

5.00pm Dr Mark Badoui Msallem (Son of Marie Youssef
Noujaim) from Rachiine (died in Lebanon).

e gy
Monday 24 May: I:uf_ﬁl;.;"q*f"‘] Ladl Siza e Sl Juils 58 aaagall 124
6.00pm Fouad Daniel Diab from Hadath El Jebbeh (died in
South Africa).
Al o olinin
Tuesday 25 May: "Jhtf‘jm)s‘mdu"‘“,)hhlﬂ‘i_ J_,in lall ol conlia g Yz s
6.00pm To mark the expansion of the borders of the Ja (o Jliia] sl b oLyl 5l sl Wil (il £y ) Wil dus
Maronite Eparchy of Australia to include New SN
Zealand and the nations of Oceania, Most Reverend sale el a3l
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay will celebrate a
Thanksgiving Mass followed by refreshments. :
Everyone is welcome. A sl ¥l
e i e ln lijen Sapg dag DAS JSLe (AT Cugd e dagaall Via s
Wednesday 26 May: .(Armidale i slisd)
7.00pm Margaret Steven Michael Stephen wife of Robert 5
Joseph Hanna from Kfarsghab (died in Armidale).
R R LR
Saturday 29 May: Vi gl g 6 eliall clild Al OB Sy e A e due gl 28 2L 030
5.00pm Procession for end of the month of May, followed w S Ui D e el _C =
mass at 6.00pm. selas Tiew deldl
Sunday 30 May: Trinity Sunday Sglll aaf s L re 2l

Masses: 8.00,9.30 and 11.00 am - 5.00 and 7.00 pm

5.00pm Elias Youssef Semaan from Kobayat, lived in Ain El Blasa Vive goios = labua Vhies 8P choe s scladadl)

Kharroubeh - Bikfaya (died in Lebanon). (ol b i) Wi = g A e I el nans gy () gyl 0244
ANNOUNCEMENTS /N
acP oo . Ihe Year o l Saint Joseph

Joieph... do not t e afroid © Mot 121

ﬂ) pOuradyofLebanon
;
B) sOlotSydney

Every |9th of the Month, 8:30am

Rosary, Litany and Precession
of 5t Joseph Followed by Mass

/N

United,
e ./ we gwe.

"THE DUGHA'S OF MARY

Get to Know Your Mother - Part 2

b e ey e WEDMNESDAY MAY 26TH | 8PM

When me work togriher, everyons wins! Te join the ur Lady of
Lihsmesen [ - atbardral Tesm, gastat s Charity §oordinston, Meureen
(AT 268 5500 @ OLOL HARRIS PARK - RECREATION ROCHH

Resrrmberr United We G, United We Sase Livey!
MHwFIRE PRESEMTED BY MICHEL AL TERS

e life, Give blood ﬁ Blood Drive B Comy o S i o
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have
no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and
their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) () Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph &
Family, Jamilie & Tony Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Marcon, Anthony
Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi, Nancy Malkoun & all
the Deceased from her family, Fouad Maskene (N) (O} (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, All Deceased members of Rizk & Choumar,
Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children Kevin & Emille, Saba
Family, Gabriel Saba & Barbara Saba, Emil Saad (T) Tanna Family, Tony & Souraya Tannous (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X) [Y) Mrs
Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi, Saadallah Younan, Rafga Maskene Younan, Nawal Younan (Z)
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