THE GOSPEL

e
Jesus said: “Now the Son of Man has been

glorified, and God has been glorified in Him.

If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify
him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little
children, | am with you only a little longer. You will
look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to
you, "Where | am going, you cannot come.’ | give you
a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as | have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my

disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Jn 13:31-35

e

THE EPISTLE

| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers. | pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know Him, so that,
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints. God put this
power to work in Christ when he raised him
from the dead. And he has put all things under
his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, which is his body, the

fullness of him who fills all in all.

Eph 1:15-23
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Most Holy Sacred Heart
of Jesus, help my heart to
persevere in all that is holy.”

Saint Rita of Cascia

PRATER

Lord lesus,

grant me the courage to
follow You without fear,
wherever You lead me.

May all my actions, words
and thoughts never cease to

glorify You. Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

We have reached the seventh and last Sunday of the Season of
the Glorious Resurrection. In just one week, we will begin
another great Season in our liturgical calendar, the Season of
Pentecost. Unlike the last six weeks, this is the only Sunday in
which Jesus does not appear to His disciples. He did so to prepare
them for his final departure from the earth, after His ascension
into heaven before their own eyes. However, His departure from
the earth does not mean that He is absent from His Church.
Rather, he went to send the Holy Spirit to come upon the disciples
and Mary, as well as upon the Church, that is upon each one of us,
so that the Lord would remain with us until the end of time.

In today's Gospel, we reflect on the Lord's greatest
commandment to His disciples, “love one another just as | have
loved you" (John 13:34). This commandment is not meant for
Jesus’ first disciples only, but alse for each one of us today. Love is
our testimony to lesus on earth. Through love we bear witness to
Him and the world can recognise us as really His disciples. This
love sanctifies us. This is what Saint Paul is telling us in the epistle
today (Eph 1:15-23); sainthood passes through the hrutherlyiwe
for one another. But alas! How far are we from this love,
unfortunately! How much are our homes and families lacking in
this love! Brothers are boycotting each other, fathers are
disowning their children, daughters are alienating themselves
from their mothers or sisters! What is happening to us? Is this
how we bear witness to Jesus? Is this how the world would
recognise us as His disciples? No doubt, life is full of trouble, but
let us make every problem a new oppartunity for sanctification
through persistence on the brotherly love, regardless of the price
that we may have to pay! If we do not bear witness to Him in love,
we cannot be His disciples. To bear witness to Him truly, wﬁ have
to deal with every problem together, as brothers and sisters, as
one family, as good relatives, as one people of the same village,
town or parish; we need to deal with those problems together
with love and mercy. Only then, we can be His disciples and
witnesses to His lave.

GLORIFIED IN LOVE

In this final week in the Season of the Resurrection Jesus imparts
his final words to us before the Pentecost event, and two things
stand out.

The Sunday Gospel passage is only a few verses long, but they
are very powerful. We have the repeated phrase, ‘been
glorified’. Our understanding has always been we must glorify
God or that Christ has been glorified. It is a wonderful image of
light, of power, of joy and praise. Yet only very recently | read of
God glorifying us and it stuck with me. | had never considered
myself, or others, as glorified in the biblical sense.

Yes, we glorify our heroes including our footy players and
entertainers. However, that is a different understanding of
glorify. So, what does it mean to say God will glorify us?

If we return to our Gospel passage, Jesus says one final thing—a
new commandment — love one another. We are called to do as
Jesus does, to love one another just as Christ has loved us. In
doing so we reflect the very image and likeness of God. In loving
others, we take on a divine and glorious aspect. God does
indeed glorify us, takes great delight in us, when we love.

So, we end off knowing Jesus who was crucified, now stands
glorious before us and we too are transformed into glory each

time we love as God loved us. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

() Cove we

become His

That is how Saint Rita bore witness to Jesus. As we continue with
her Novena, we reflect on the way she lived this love by bearing
true witness to the Lord, even offering her two sons to Him in
order to enjoy eternal life with them instead of losing them in the
paths of crime. By doing so, 5aint Rita demonstrated her love not
only for her two sons, but also for her enemies who had killed her
husband. Saint Rita was not satisfied with that, but her great love
for Jesus prompted her to ask for a thorn from his wreath to
crown her forehead so she could take some of His passion. With
that thorn, she exuded the scent of heaven.

We have other role models to learn from about how to love one
another as the Lord has commanded us to do. Who is able more
than our Mother Mary to show us such love? She is always our
role model, especially now as we feel her love through our home
visits in the Marian Month. There, we are living wonderful
experiences in those visits. We are seeing children and young
people rushing to those homes to participate in the rosary with
great joy. That is really a wonderful grace!

Saint Joseph is another great role model for us as well. He is the
saint of silence and unconditional endless love. As we have been
doing on the 19th of every month in the Year of Saint Joseph, we
will have a special day for him this Wednesday 19 May. We will
pray the rosary and celebrate Mass to ask God, through the
intercession of Saint Joseph, to help the frontline workers who
are striving to stop the spread of COVID-19,

Mary, Joseph and Rita, are each a role model for us on how to
bear witness to the Lord through true Christian brotherly infinite
love. Through this brotherly love, we truly become His disciples.

Father Tony Sarkis

FACES OF OLOL - TONY FARAH |

What is your role and how long have you
been serving in our parish? | am a Leader
for the Maronite Flame Teens group, which
is a group dedicated to providing formation
for teenagers from years 7-12. | originally
joined in 2015 (fresh out of high school)
with some time off here and there.

What inspired you to want to join your committee and what
advice would you give to others wanting to join our parish
committees? As someone who always had questions about the
faith, | found my answers from God who spoke through the
Teens leaders back when | attended as a student. Once |
graduated, | wanted to provide the same guidance for the
youth; since | felt | could empathise with people who had similar
struggles/questions. My advice for those desiring to join a
committee is to center prayer as your main source of inspiration.
Ask if this is where God wants to take you.

A major hurtle | know a number of people face when discerning
to join committees is the feeling of "unworthiness" to
participate. People believe that they need to wait until they
become more formed before joining. Chances are, that time will
never come. If only | could express how much | felt that before
joining a committee, but through joining, | was able to further
grow myself; as the saying goes, you learn more as the teacher
rather than the student.

What is a precious memory you have from our parish?

All my precious memories stem from my participation at Teens.
But to be particular, the retreats were truly an unforgettable
experience. Seeing our teens stay up late, knelt in-front of our
Lord duringAdoration provides a perpetual reminder of why we
volunteer.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the Sunday after the Feast of the Ascension, we celebrate the
mass of this glorious feast, which is an essential part of our
Christian belief. In our Creed, we profess that the Lord rose on the
third day and “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.” From that stems our hope that He has gone to
prepare a place for us and we will share in his joy and glory in the
life to come.

On this last Sunday of the Season of the Resurrection, the short
Gospel passage which we read is endless in its meaning for us. It
provides us with the great test: do we love one another as Jesus
Himself loved us? If we do, and only if we do, can we truly be His
disciples.

Mo other test of our faith is so complete, so clear, and so difficult
of fulfilment. And it is not the sort of test which we can decide for
ourselves that we have passed. And neither is it the sort of test
one only has to take once and then never sit again. The test of love
is one which we must meet again every day we live, and with every
person we meet, and with every person we come across, even at a
distance.

Jesus calls this His new commandment. In the famous Sermon on
the Mount, 5t Matthew told us that Jesus taught us to love God
above all else, and to love our neighbour as ourselves. What we
hear in 5t John's Gospel adds to this: when Our Lord had said we
are to love one another not just as we love ourselves, but as Christ
Himself has loved us, a higher standard was set. This requires us to
ask how it is that lesus Himself showed love, and how it is proper
to apply that to ourselves.

FERSEN CORNER

On the 24th of April, Fersen Al-Adra hosted their annual Fun Day!
It was an eventful day that consisted of numerous activities,
including games, team building exercises and prayer. We would
like to thank all who made this day possible including our
Chaplain, Fr John Paul, the leaders, parents and most importantly
the children who participated! It was a fruitful event filled with
much joy and laughter. May God bless you all and we look
forward to our next event! Hope to see you all there.

Elise and Jacinta
(Events and Media Coordinators)

Our Lord said to His disciples: “Greater love than this has no
man: that he lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) This is
exactly what the Lord Himself did: He surrendered His own life
for the salvation not only of His friends but even for those who
were to persecute, scourge, and put Him to death. We hope that
God saves us from such a test. We find it hard enough to sacrifice
our vanity, our pride, and our self-love. But our lives? Yet, if we
are not in situations where we are called to offer our last breath,
yet we can give our lives in service. This indeed is to love as lesus
loved. And this is to find the road to be united with Him whom
we have followed to the very end.

| wish you a blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
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PARISH CAMERA

Mwﬂ 202| Howme Visits

By | INWY A NRAT et B G

)l MM ADDRES WML ADDRESS

Monday 17 May Hiam Dib 45 Rosehill 5t, Parramatta Debbie Khoury 132 Cumberland Rd, Greystanes
Tuesday 18 May George lbrahim 3 Broughton 5t, Guildford Mouha Succar 24 Roberta St, Greystanes
Wednesday 19 May Therese Sakr 57 Ross 5t, North Parramatta John Abi Daher 10 Churchill St, Guildford
Thursday 20 May  Tony Barakat 152 Robertson St, Guildford Marianne El - Sabbagh 10 Tulong Ave, Oatlands

Friday 21 May Mary Raffoul 4 Elm Rd, Auburn Melly Azizi 27 Edward 5t, Guildford West
Saturday 22 May Rhonda Wehbe 18 Ritchie St, Rosehill Laurice Khawaja 48 Eleanor St, Rosehill

Sunday 22 May Helen Moussa 15 Old Prospect Rd, Sth Wentworthwille
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Monday 17 May  Charbel Tannous 11 Norman 5t, Merrylands
Tuesday 18 May Barbara Moussa 33 Richmond St, 5th Wentworthville

Wednesday 19 May Aline Dib 16 Waratah 5t, Old Guildford

Thursday 20 May  Tamra Hanna 174 Railway 5t, Parramatta Belinda Barakat 58 Belleview Street, Nth Parramatta
Friday 21 May St Raymond Hadchit 13 Jamieson St, Granville

Saturday 22 May  Jana Boulos 11 Commissioners Ryde, West Ryde

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

125 PARSHONERS COMMITTED PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct CYPC: 54,012,500 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. UNITS: 51,284,087 UINITS: 511,118 PRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 16 May: Seventh Sunday of Resurrection daladl) ,J..JwEL.J1 ¥ U v asd)
9.30am 40 Day Mass Jamil Amine Bchara from Blaouza i 0 % f ol il [ Ash
11.00am 40 Day Mass Milad Tannous Fares from Assnoun O Bk O e '-1”'1-‘”
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6.00pm Novena of Saint Rita sealns Bl (o G St nen pgmyall gaaf 0200
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Monday 17 May :
6.00pm Emile Ibrahim Fakhry from Becharré (Died in Lebanon) SR WY iyl
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Tuesday 18 May
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Thursday 20 May
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Saturday 22 May: Feast of 5t Rita - 6.00pm Mass & Rite of the Rl e a1
Blessing of Roses, Qil and Bread
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Sunday 23 May: Pentecost Sunday - Rite of Adoration and Jse Do
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11.00am One Year Mass Norma Boutros Younan Fahey from slaall dlipiy Bpuaiall Saaus ) cBpaiall af : U1 Y 2
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) [J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon,
Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Betty Merhi (N) (O)
(P} (@) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus [$) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad &
his children, Kevin & Emille [T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah
Mokdassi (Z)
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