THE GOSPEL

While they were talking, Jesus himself stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be with you." They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they
were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself.
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh
and bones as you see that | have.” And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “"Have you anything here
to eat?” They gave him a piece of grilled fish, and he
took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to
them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while
| was still with you — that everything written about
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for them is that they may be
saved. | can tesfify that they have a zeal for
God, but it is not enlightened. For, being
ignorant of the righteousness that comes from
God, and seeking to establish their own, they
have not submitted to God's righteousness. For
Christ is the end of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes.
Moses writes concerning the righteousness
that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, “‘Who will ascend into
heaven?'” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or
“Who will descend into the abyss?"” (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). But what does
it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth
and so is saved. The Scripture says, “No one
who believes in him will be put to shame.” For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to
all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
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FROM YOUR PARISH

SIXTH SUNDAY

Let us remember that love
lives through sacrifice and is
nourished by giving. Without
sacrifice, there is no love.

5t. Maximilian Kolbe

Lk 24: 36-48 Rom 10: 1-13
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

We are on the sixth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious
Resurrection, according to the liturgical calendar of our Maronite
Church. On this Sunday, we find that the Lord lesus has been even
more generous towards His disciples by appearing to them again
while they were together, in order to confirm them in the faith
and prepare them for their mission.

The Lord Jesus knows our weaknesses. He always strives to
reassure us, as He did with the disciples who, as usual, were
alarmed and frightened when He appeared among them and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He showed them His
wounds again and ate something in front of them to appease
their hearts and fill them with His peace. The Holy Spirit had not
yet come on the disciples, so they may be excused. As for us, we
are united with the Lord lJesus in every Mass through the
Eucharist, yet we fall at the first temptation! What is our excuse?

Many are the temptations, but our Mother the Church has made
provisions to fend them off. Through the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, the Church is making the Lord's presence in our lives
strongly felt throughout our liturgical year. The Marian month of
May is one of those periods of time in which we fight temptation
while being protected by the mantle of Our Lady. Accompanied
by Mary, we continue this month our journey to our parish homes
to pray the rosary. Our homes have been transformed into
domestic churches in which we honour the Mother of God. The
Virgin Mary is an icon drawn by God to be His image on earth, the
image of compassion, mercy and infinite love. Mary has
embodied this icon with all merit and devotion, from the wood of
the manger in Bethlehem, to the wood of the cross on Calvary,
and the wood of the Church’s ship on Pentecost.

This Sunday is also Mother’s Day. Divine Providence has willed
that we celebrate Mother's Day in this beloved country on the
month of our Mother Mary. In our popular sayings we utter: "The
world is a mother!" But in reality, it is not so!

JESUS THE SAME ALWAYS

In this Sunday’s Gospel passage, we have another appearance of
the Resurrected Jesus and he is more insistent than ever. There
is simply no stopping him.

The disciples are still doubting how Jesus could have risen from
the dead and so he makes another appearance packed with
plenty of words and actions.

Jesus comes after the Resurrection and continues to do what he
has always done:

» Dffers peace

* Comforts and reassures

* Shares a meal

* |s immersed in Scripture

* Preaches repentance and forgiveness

* (Calls us to be his witnesses

There is a saying, ‘lesus yesterday, today and forever’. The
Gospel passage is evidence of that, Jesus never changes and his
truths endure forever.

Jesus came in love, was Resurrected in love, passed on his love
to us and asks us to do the same. We are not meant to live our
lives in fear or doubt. We are called to be steadfast in our beliefs
and faithful to Jesus’ love, in a world where doubt reigns, fear
incapacitates, hate threatens and apathy is spreading.

Jesus returned to insist to the disciples to continue to be at
peace, to love, and to be witnesses to God’s message of
forgiveness. We continue the message of a God of eternal love,
who understands suffering and is willing to die for all, and yet
who always offers a hand of hope. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn
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The mother is greater than the world! Nothing can grasp her
infinite love, for she too, like Mary, reflects the tenderness, mercy
and unconditional love of God in the lives of her children, her
family and her surroundings. On Wednesday, we celebrated
Mother's Day with our parish mothers. We spent a wonderful day
with them on a cruise in Sydney Harbour, to honour those who
made countless sacrifices to raise the future generations. | thank
all the ladies who organised the trip.

Because God's generosity is infinite, Divine Providence has also
willed that we celebrate in this blessed month the feast of
another holy mother, Saint Rita. She is a mother who asked God
not to allow her two sons to revenge the killing of their father. The
Lord took them, saving them from falling into the mortal sin of
killing. We start the Novena of Saint Rita this Thursday evening,
13 May. Please see the details in the parish bulletin. That day is
also the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord Jesus into heaven,
after commissioning His disciples, and commissioning us through
them, to go and make disciples of all nations, and to baptise them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 28:19).

We raise our prayers in the Marian Month to the Lord Jesus,
asking Him to put an end to the pandemic that is still wreaking
havoc across the earth and making our lives miserable. While we
have ended the booking system for Masses, you still need to
register your names at the entrance of the church or swipe your
mobile via the QR system. There will be 600 places available in
every Mass. First in first served.

We also ask God to bless our mothers, give them joy and hope
and make them in the likeness of the Virgin Mary and Saint Rita,
a mirror for His love, mercy and compassion. May God have
mercy on our departed mothers and honour them in the eternal
life.

Father Tony Sarkis

Our Lady of the

Cifts - Beirut

Beirut 15 a city that was evangehzed by Saint Judas, or Laba.
The Holy Virgin has been honored in this city since the early
beginning of its Chrstian community, that 15 around the
council of Ephesus. After the seism that devastated Beirut in
551, the citzens fled and moved their locaton, but the
damaged shrine of “Our lady of the gifts” stayed a
pilgrimage location to all the Maronites Afterwards, the
blessed  Wirgin to
marketplaces of this city and she was called “The Lady of

remained be honored even in the
Lighe® until the civil war on 1975. Dunng the crusade
campaigns on the Middle East, the crusaders had bwilt a
shrine for the Blessed Virgin, on the same spot of “Our Lady
of the mfts”, the archeological findings revealed later on a
picture of the virgin Mary on one of its Walls. Beirut today s
much larger than the old one, but the Church of “Our Lady
of the Gifts” remains, even though it became more modern
and one of the biggest parishes in the eparchy. We find many

churches named after Saint Mary in Beirur.
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this special Sunday, on Mother’s Day, | would like to begin my
message by wishing every mother a very special and blessed day!
We give thanks for our mothers and grandmothers, those who are
still with us and those who have joined the heavenly family. We
pray for and ask the Lord to bless every mother, especially the
forgotten mother, the abused mother, the rejected mother, the
adoptive mother, the single mother, the expectant mother, the
spiritual mother, the bereaved mother, and the sick mother.
Happy Mother’s Day!

In this Sunday's Gospel, Our Lord appears to the apostles after His
Resurrection, He teaches and inspires them, and He gives them
their mission for the future. It shows us how knowledge of the
Resurrection, and an understanding of that and what it means for
us, is basic for our purpose in life, and the evangelising of the
world.

Knowing that lesus is risen is one thing, seeing him in reality is
another! And the apostles experience it. 5t Luke tells us that, on
this day, Jesus Himself appeared in the middle of the apostles, and
said to them, “Peace to you."” This reminds us how when the angel
Gabriel appeared to Zecharias, before the birth of John the
Baptist, he said: “Do not be afraid, Zacharias.” (Luke 1:13). 5t John
tells us that twice when Jesus appeared to the apostles after the
Resurrection, He said “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19 and 26).
The appearance of an angel or of the Lord Himself will produce
fear in those present, because they are face to face with
something unknown and that it is not of this world.

But Jesus speaks to them, and he lets them touch him. 5t Luke tells
us that Jesus asked them for food, and ate the fish. He had to do
this in order to show them that He was really alive. Then, when
they saw this, their joy would have no limits, because they would
know that by His life, death, and Resurrection, He had overcome
death, and had promised to those who have faith in Him that He
would raise them on the last day, for even before His death, He
had said: “l am the Resurrection and the life.”

YOUTH CORNER

Dear Friends,

The Youth of OLOL are grateful for the previous serving Youth
Leadership Team, and we welcome a new Youth Leadership Team
to continue the Mission in Joy and Love!

We ask that you please Pray for the new Youth Leadership Team,
and on behalf of them, we extend our gratitude for your trust and
support!

As People of the Resurrection, the Life of a Christian is marked
with Adventure, Friendship and Joy. We invite all Youth to share
this experience, by journeying with us in our Prayers and Social
Events!

Faith on Fire is our fortnightly Faith Formation Initiative - which
allows us to Encounter Christ through Scripture and Friendship.
All are welcome! Our next session is this coming Wednesday,
12th of May at 8pm in the Youth Centre. Our Topic is “The
Dogmas of Mary - Get to know your Mother"” - presented by
Micheal El Ters.

Youth Nights have also returned! Youth Night is a chance to
reconnect with the Youth of OLOL in a social environment every
month. Our next date will be announced shortly!

Looking forward to seeing you there!
Your Friend in Christ,
Roy-Charbel Farah
MYO

Then Our Lord makes their joy even more complete by giving
them an understanding of God's plan for salvation. Jesus says to
them, "These are the words which | spoke to you while | was still
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in
the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning
Me." And then the Lord taught them so that they could really
understand what was written in the Scriptures. At that time, the
only Scriptures they had were the Old Testament. This is a very
powerful message to us that if we study Scripture we need to
learn how the Old Testament points to Our Lord.

Finally, Jesus summarised the lesson for them: that He had to
suffer and to rise from the dead, and that all nations should be
taught about two things in this order: repentance and remission
of sins. Then He told them to wait until power from heaven came
upon them. We, as Christians, believe that in our baptism we
share in Jesus’ baptism, and that in our chrismation we share in
the Pentecost of the Holy Spirit which came upon Our Lady and
the apostles.

The questions for us today are: what does the Resurrection
mean? How important is it in our life? Do we live in the light and
the hope of the Resurrection? Are we witnesses to this truth
after the apostles?

Jesus’ message to the apostles is also to each and every one of
us: "You are witnesses of these things.”

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER




PARISH CAMERA
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Monday10May  YoussefBouSaid 53 Bligh St, Guildford
Tuesday 11 May Jessica Taouk 6A Chelsea 5t, Merrylands

Wednesday 12 May Rosa Taouk 4 Dracic 5t, 5th Wentworthville
Thursday 13 May  John Saba 20 Kenyons Rd, Merrylands West
Friday 14 May Bob Nassim 25 Wisdom 5t, Guildford

Saturday 15 May Watfa Moussa 50 Alfred St, Granville
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Monday 10 May  Jackie Sleiman 33A Rosebery RD, Guildford

Tuesday 11 May  Amin Germanos 199 Excelsior St, Guildford Pastoral Council Let by HE Archbishop
Wednesday 12 May Yvonne Frome 56 Alice St, Harris Park Antoine Charbel Tara Igﬂl‘,’
Thursday 13 May  Mirvette Chamoun 12 Flatt 5t, Merrylands

Friday 14 May Antoine Getany 8 Fiona St, Woodpark

Saturday 15 May  Farida Rizk 10 Yanco St, Merrylands

Monday 10 May Carol Harb 3 Hoad Place, Greystanes

Tuesday 11 May Tony Chidiac 21 Trumper St, Ermington

Wednesday 12 May Claude Mater 12 Wattle Avenue, Villawood
Thursday 13 May  Amanda Boutros 19 Aubrey 5t, Granville

Friday 14 May Madona Ibrahim 38 Centenary Rd, Merrylands
Saturday 15 May  Mowell Bousejaan 183 Oratava Ave, Wst Pennant Hills

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS S5 ONLY A WEEK WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 04/05/2021

133 PARISHIOMERS COMMITTED Plates: 514,100.25 | Donations: 51,550 | Candles: 52,292.70
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS

Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. CYPC: $4,012,500 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899 UNITS: 51,284,087 UINITS: 511,118 pRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 09 May: Sixth Sunday of Resurrection & Mother’s Day
11.00am One Year Mass Majid John Dib from Deir El Ahmar

Wednesday 12 May
7.00pm Margaret Stephen Wife of Robert Joseph Hanna from
Kfersghab

Thursday 13 May: Ascension Thursday - Beginning of St Rita ‘s
Novena

11.00am Rosary Prayer followed by Mass in the occastion of
the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima

8.00pm Adoration and Novena of Saint Rita

Friday 14 May
7.15pm Novena of Saint Rita

Saturday 15 May: Our Lady of the Harvest

6.00pm 40 Day Mass Georgette Bou Nassif from Hassroun wife
of George Roumanos Dib from Bkerkacha

7.15pm Novena of 5aint Rita

Sunday 16 May: Seventh Sunday of Resurrection
9.30am 40 Day Mass Jamil Amine Bchara from Blaouza
11.00am 40 Day Mass Milad Tannous Fares from Assnoun
5.00pm 40 Day Mass Said Michel Azzi from Haret Baassir
7.15pm Novena of Saint Rita

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rosary, Litany and Procession
of 5t Joseph Followed by Mass
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Due to the new Covid-19

restrictions for the
safety of we have
postponed Seniors
conimittee Mother's Da
to a futur te to be

announced.

on D497 268 5504

Remember, United We G, United We Save Lives!

Give life. Give blood.

do not be afraid™ Matt 1:21

Every |19th of the Month, 8:30am

Blood Drive 2021

When we wark together, everyome wins! To Join the Our Lady of
Lebanon Co. Catbedral Team, comact our Charity Coordinatss, Mauroes
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B} Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) {G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) [J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Archbishop Abdou Khalifeh (L) (M)
Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie
Moussa, Betty Merhi (N} (O) (P) {Q) [R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine &
their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children, Kevin & Emille (T] (U} (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X) [¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck
& husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi, Karma Yammine & Sayed Yammine (Z)
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