THE GOSPEL

—
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me
more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that | love you." Jesus said to him, “Feed my

lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of

John, do you love me?” He said to him, "Yes, Lord;
you know that | love you.” lesus said to him, “Tend
my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son
of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?” And he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know
that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.
Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out
your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt
around you and take you where you do not wish to
go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God). After this he said to him,
“Follow me."

Jn 21: 15-19
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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, you were dead through
the trespasses and sins in which you once
lived, following the course of this world,
following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. All of us once lived among them
in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by
nature children of wrath, like everyone else.
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great
love with which he loved us even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ — by grace you have
been saved — and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he
might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For
by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God — not the result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
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AND FEAST OF OUR
LADY OF LEBANON

Come with me from Lebanon

my bride; come with me
from Lebanon,

Song of Solomon 4:8

PRATER

Yes Lord we love You! give us
the grace to always respond
to Your love in our daily lives
by saying yes to Your word
and putting this in action just
like Our Lady and 5t Joseph
did. Amen

Eph 2: 1-10
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the Fifth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection,
we are faced with a great question posed by Jesus to each one of
us, “do you love me?”

“Do you love me?” A simple question in which a great mystery
lies, the mystery of the infinite love that made God the Father
send His Only Son to die for us, reconcile us through His death
with the Father, and save us by His resurrection from death, to
return us to our heavenly home. “Do you love me?" A direct
guestion that the Lord asked Peter. He called him by name and
asked, "Do you love me?" It is a question of the moment of truth!
"Do you love me?" Yes or no? An honest question that cannot be
answered with trickery or duplicity!

Three times the Lord asked Peter the same question, “do you love
me?”, before adding, “more than these.” The Lord did not repeat
His question three times jut to affirm or emphasise what He was
asking for, but rather to go deeper than that, as He usually did.
The Lord wants His disciples, and us too His own people, to
always go deeper, right into the heart, into the soul, the being and
the essence of things. The Lord wanted an answer from Peter’s
heart, not only from his tongue or lips. Therefore, He posed His
guestion thrice. Belief comes from the heart, as well as
steadfastness, which is the key to a wise leadership. The one who
is firm in love, tends with mercy and leads with the spirit of
service and detachment. For such person, authority is pastoral
care, and pastoral care is authority with firm stances, right
decisions, holy responsibilities and hard work carried out in
honesty, dedication and faithfulness.

In vain we try to be steadfast in our faith if we do not love, In vain
we say “yes” to the will of the Lord in our lives if we are not
steadfast in His love. If we remain in Him and He remains in us, we
fulfill what he came to fulfill, that is to love Him and to make the
"yes” that we say to Him come from the heart. The Heart is the
home of love, and mercy comes from the heart. Does not a bowl
exude what it holds in it? What do our hearts exude?

FEED

There is a saying, 'Practice what you preach’. Jesus does just that
in this Sunday's Gospel passage. He has provided a nourishing
breakfast for the disciples and then tells Peter, ‘Feed my lambs’
(v15).

Forgiveness is essential as we note in the Gospel passage. Peter
comes running to Jesus. Peter sat down with Jesus. Peter ate
with Jesus. Peter remained with Jesus all the while knowing he
had betrayed him. But Peter needed forgiveness. He wanted to
heal the tear he had caused and mend the fractured
relationship. And Jesus offers him that forgiveness.

Peter had denied lesus three times, but Jesus offers forgiveness
to Peter through a breakfast encounter. Food gathers people,
forces them to sit down at the same table and face each other
and engage in eating and conversation. Jesus welcomes Peter to
the meal with total forgiveness.

Peter having been forgiven and nourished is told to do the same
- feed, tend, feed. Jesus asks each one of us to do the same
thing too. To take of the nourishment Jesus offers us, the
Eucharist, no matter what state we are in, and then to go out
and offer the same hope, forgiveness and sustenance to others.
In this way we heal a broken and disenchanted society. Only
through generous sustenance can we truly create a world we
can flourish in.

So we pray to become people who are forgiven and who forgive
and offer that same nourishing hope to others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Qo— you Cove me?

Mary's heart exudes love, and nothing but love. On this Fifth
Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection, we embark on
the month of May to honour Mary. We venerate the one who said
to the Angel, with a heart full of love, “yes” for the will of God in
her life. Through the “yes” of love, Mary became the Mother of
God. Through the “yes” of love, Mary was given every authority
and became the Queen of Heaven and Earth. Yet Mary
transformed her authority and motherhood to a perpetual care
for the Church and a tireless watchfulness over all her children,
through a journey of giving that began at the moment she said
“yes” and would not end until the last person of us is saved. We
thank God for enabling us to honour Mary this year in our own
homes, throughout the Marian Manth. We will welcome her with
love that comes from the heart, so we can really be her sons and
daughters. Do not forget to ask for her intercession in everything,
especially for Lebanon as we celebrate today the Feast of Our
Lady of Lebanon in this blessed parish. Let us pray together for
her intercession so that the leaders of Lebanon tend their people
with love, in the spirit of service and detachment. But would we
be saying, to whom are you reading your Psalms, David?

This week, works begin in the Sacristy to renovate it and
modernise the sound system. | ask for your cooperation and
patience. Throughout the renovation period, the weekday 7am
Mass will be cancelled, and the 9am Mass will be held in the
Recreation Room. Whoever can offer any kind of assistance is
welcome and we will be grateful to them.

Today, the Lord is asking each one of us, “Do you love me?"” Happy
is the one who can answer Him: “yes Lord, you know what is in
my heart”!

Father Tor'r-,' Sarkis

It hurts but 'm better now

Truth hurts sometimes. However, along the way it
makes us better. It can truly heal us. When we feel
hurt by the truth it means we are human, we can still
change, we can still grow and mature; that the Lord
can still heal us in our woundedness and brokenness
brought about by our pride and arrogance. Let us not
live in a comfortable lie. It will not make us a better
Christian. It will not make us grow and mature.

In the first reading today, we heard Peter overcome
his rigidity and inflexibility. We cannot remain
selective in terms of what and what not to hear from
the Lord. That, like the Lord in the Gospel, we should
know the voice of the true shepherd, not because of
the flowering words or sweet words spoken,
but because of him who speaks the truth to us.

Prayer
Lord, give us today the grace of openness to hear and
accept your words. Though they may sometimes hurt
us, but it is for our true healing and wellness as your
disciples. Help us in our hard-headedness and
close-mindedness. Like Peter, help us understand and
imitate your ways. Amen.

Fr. Edgar Benedi-an, OSM
thegrotto.org



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear Our Lord speaking with 5t Peter,
and there can be no question except that St Peter is now made the
vicar of Christ, the one who shall follow in His footsteps as
shepherd. The Lord says to him, in their conversation, “Feed my
lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep.” This is the work the leader
of the apostles is given. And all Christians are called to share in this
mission: to go out not only as fishers but also as shepherds. Not
only find, but also to feed. Not only to catch, but also to educate
and to form. Mot only to take, but also to guide and to protect.

Today's Gospel takes the parable of the Good Shepherd, and
applies it to the Church today, and therefore to our lives. The
picture of the Shepherd goes back all the way to the first chapters
of the first book of the Bible, the Book of Genesis, for Abel was a
keeper of sheep (Genesis 4:2-4), and his sacrifice of the first born
sheep was pleasing to God. The work of the shepherd was
therefore an important one: in caring for himself and his family,
the shepherd also maintained his devotion to God, and offered the
first and best of his flock to his Creator, in thanksgiving and
sacrifice.

Our Lord declares in the Gospel of 5t John that “l am the Good
Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep”
{John 10:11). The Shepherd does not merely offer his lambs as a
sacrifice to God. He himself becomes the lamb and freely gives
himself to God for the sake of his flock.

Both aspects are true: the shepherd and the fisher. Christ is both.
5t Peter was disturbed because Our Lord asked him the same
question three times: lesus asked Peter whether he loved Him,
and Peter was hurt.

FAGES OF OLOL - BRINDA NJEIM

What is your role and how long have you
been serving in our parish?

My current role at the OLOL parish is a
representative for the Social Media team.
| help plan, organise and implement
different strategies to engage parishioners
on social media. | am in the process of
writing about various saints, in which you
will read about on Facebook and/or
Instagram (Saint of the Day). | was also a
Maronite Flames Teens leader for about

6 years. | have been serving this parish in
total for about 8 years.

What inspired you to want to join your committee and what
advice would you give to others wanting to join our parish
committees?

| was inspired to join the social media committee due to my
previous role in the Maronite Flame Teens committee as their
social media representative. It was important for me to join a
particular committee because it allowed me to spend some time
serving my parish that has helped me grow a closer relationship
with God and the Catholic faith. | encourage those who may wish
to serve God to come along and join a committee suited towards
your talent. You may inspire others through wyour own
experiences and gifts.

However, from the perspective of the Good Shepherd, this
makes sense. The shepherds work has many sides: there are
lambs and sheep, the young and the old to care for, and they are
to be raised, guided, and protected. It is right to ask for a
commitment to each side of the shepherd’s vocation.

The asking three times is a way of showing that the question is
meant to be totally searching. Our Lord was asking the same
question three times to reach the depths of 5t Peter's soul and
his commitment. He wanted to give Peter a chance to be totally
sincere and totally committed. He was not to just give Our Lord
an easy answer. He had to suffer for his answer: that is how we
know that answer was true. After all, what is our word worth if
we are not prepared to suffer and to sacrifice for it?

And this is the mystery we are all facing. We ourselves must be
prepared to follow Jesus, and to sacrifice our own happiness of
today for the sake of the blessed vision of God in heaven, and for
the salvation of all the flock of the Lord. Are we prepared to
answer: “Yes, Lord, | love you"” and mean in sincerely and fully?

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Tuesday 4 May Mark Makari 101 Mary St, Merrylands
Wednesday 5 May Sandra Georges 8 Tara 5t, Merrylands

Thursday 6 May  Salim & Nina Zeait 70 Chetwynd Rd, Merrylands
Friday 7 May Eliane Khazem 7/77 Deakin 5t, Silverwater
Saturday 8 May Faraj Baysari 19 Otto 5t, Merrylands
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Monday 3 May Ivette Baissari 8 Niblick Crescent, Oatlands
Tuesday 4 May Malka Katrib 10 Charles 5t, Granville
Wednesday 5 May 5alim Mouawad 44 Garnet 5t, Guildford

Thursday 6 May Grace Khoury 9 Dracic St, South Wentworthville
Friday 7 May Miray Bou Mina 14 Vincent 5t, Merrylands
Saturday 8 May Heaven onearth 3 lago Place, Toongabbie
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Monday 3 May Mary Rizk 6 Crown Street, Harris Park

Thursday & May  Annie Issa 78 Chelmsford Rd, Sth Wentworthville
Saturday 8 May  Joelle Maroun 98A Boronia St, Sth Wentworthville

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 25/04/2021
Plates: $13,828.85 |  Donations: $3,000 |  Candles: $1,120.35

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 54,012,500 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COMID INTEREST + PRINCIFAL
UNITS: 51,284,087 UMITS: 511,118 pRE-COMID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 02 May: Fifth Sunday of Resurrection & Feast of Our
Lady of Lebanon

8.00pm Sodality Mass

9.30am One Year Mass Estephan Rizkallah Khalifeh from Jeg and
his wife Mounira Soud from Niha

11.00am Mass for the intention of Lebanon on the occasion of
the Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon celebrated by HE Bishop
Antoine Charbel Tarabay

5.00pm Gergess Youssef Daher from Al Koubayat (Died in
Lebanon)

Tuesday 04 May
6.00pm Ramez Dib El Bayssari from Houwara (Died in Lebanon)

Saturday 08 May: Birth of S5t Charbel
6.00pm 40 Day Mass Laura Sabat from Hadchit wife of Michael
Anisi from Ayntourine

Sunday 09 May: Sixth Sunday of Resurrection - The Prophet

Isaiah & Mother’s Day
Masses 08.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am and 7.00pm

ANNOUNGEMENTS

Blood Drive 2021

When we work together, everyone wins! To Join the Our Lady of
Lebanon Co-Cathedral Team, contact our Charity Coordinator, Masreen
on (M97 268 5500

Remember, United Wi Give, United We Save Lives!

Give life. Give blood. ) Blood Drive Leadership Team
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Violet Azizi, Sayed Azizi [B) Milian Bou Raidan, Bassam & Charbel (C) Rami Chemale [D)
Mahrous & Layla Dib (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen
George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) {J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios
Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Afifeh Khoury, Mkhael & Hanneh Khoury and their grandchildren (L) (M) Youssef &
Ghssoun Maroon, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa,
Hanna & Amineh Makhlouf, Betty Merhi [N) George Nader (O} (P) (Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus [S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen,
Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Mabih Saad & his children, Kevin & Emille (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X)
(Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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