THE GOSPEL

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. Gathered there together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them: "l am going
fishing." They said to him, “We will go with you.” They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on
the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish,
have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to
them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they
were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter: “It is the Lord!". When Simon Peter heard that
it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of
fish, for they were not far from tﬁe land, only about a
hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, the

saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
lesusa said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you
have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many,
the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to
ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was
the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it
to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now
the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Pray for us; we are sure
that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act
honorably in all things. | urge you all the more
to do this, so that | may be restored to you very
soon. Now may the God of peace, who brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the
eternal covenant, make you complete in
everything good so that you may do his will,
working among us that which is pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever and ever. Amen. | appeal to you,
brothers and sisters, bear with my word of
exhortation, for | have written to you briefly. |
want you to know that our brother Timothy
has been set free; and if he comes in time, he
will be with me when | see you. Greet all your
leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy
send you greetings. Grace be with all of you.

Heb 13:18-25
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Christ's Resurrection is the

strength,

Christianity
Pope John Paul Il

the secret of

PRAMER

Lord, 5t Joseph protected
you and Mary amidst the
hardships of life. May we
possess the same courage
and faith to continue to
protect you and Mary in a
world that opposes the truth
and tries to silence the
“Good News"” of the Gospel.
Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the fourth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection,
we reflect today on the self-revelation of the Lord to his disciples
for the third time after His resurrection from the dead. Through
this new revelation, the Lord is confirming to us, and to His
disciples before whom He appeared, two truths. First, He is the
only one who fills our lives with grace. Second, He accompanies
us wherever we go and is always ready to meet us, but we must
be attentive to his presence and be ready for that encounter.

When the disciples realised that the person who had asked them
to throw their nets to the right of the boat was Jesus Himself,
Saint Peter noticed that he was not ready for that unexpected
visit. He hurriedly put on his outer garment so he could be ready
for that encounter. The disciples recognised Jesus because of the
grace that was bestowed on them by catching all sorts of fish
without breaking their net.

It is the same for us too! If we are steadfast in our faith, our
churches will be filled with all her children who will be overflown
with God's graces, and the waves of evil will be unable to break
their net because their ropes are strengthened by the grace of
God in the Sacraments. In order for our net to be strong, we need
to live these Sacraments and their effects, especially the
Sacrament of the Eucharist.

There are many shores on which we stand in our world today, but
do we encounter the Risen Lord there? And if we encounter Him
on one of our shores, do we hear His voice asking us what do we
have to eat, and to throw the net of our faith wherever He asks us
to, so his graces are bestowed on us abundantly? Will we be able
to recognise Him when we hear His voice so that sin does not
destroy the net of graces that He has bestowed upon us? The
shore on which we are now standing is not really important!
What is important is to encounter our Risen Lord on that shore,
recognise Him, listen to His word and hasten to Him.

FISH GALORE

Let's go fishing! It is a favourite pastime of many people and itis
even better when you catch fish! In our Sunday Gospel the
disciples go fishing but ‘they caught nothing’ (v3). When Jesus
appears on the scene suddenly they hauled in 'so many fish’
(vB).

What happens when a person goes fishing and they catch fish
after fish? You can imagine the joy, the selfies, the Insta posts,
the bragging rights. Yet when Peter hauls in the catch of fish, his
focus is elsewhere.

While the disciples are enjoying their catch of the day, Peter
‘jlumped into the sea” (v7) and swam to Jesus. The catch meant
nothing in the presence of Christ. For Peter all good gifts come
from God and the greatest catch was to behold Jesus before
him. It might make us ask ourselves — do we recognise the
blessings God pours on us?

Interestingly though, Peter gets to Jesus only to be told to go
back to the haul to bring more fish for the charcoal fire. Jesus
wants to use the fish to feed the disciples. 50, despite Peter’s
enthusiasm in Jesus, he is also reminded to take delight in the
gifts bestowed on him by God.

May we learn to be grateful for all we have been given, to make
good use of what we have and to always remember God
provides for our needs. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Chrisly fud The Qheres of Qur (e

Remarkably, the Gospel of the Lord’s revelation to His disciples on
the shore of the Lake of Tiberias, and the discourse on the shores
of our own lives, coincide with ANZAC Day. On this occasion, we
remember thousands of Australian soldiers who landed on
remote shores, on the other side of the globe, to defend freedom
and democracy, values that emanate from the dignity of the
human being, a dignity granted to each human by the Creator.
They offered their lives for a better world that we are now
enjoying in our nation Australia, thanks to their sacrifices. More
than 8000 Australian soldiers from the Australian-Mew Zealand
ANZAC corps died in just one long battle that lasted for eight
months on the Turkish Gallipoli peninsula. Today at dawn, we
celebrated mass for them on ANZAC Day.

In our journey towards the shores of our lives, we start next week
the home visits during the Marian month of May, in honour of
Our Lady. We encourage you to participate in all the events of this
month, especially in the Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon on Sunday,
2 May. The feast will be celebrated at the 11 am mass.

On another note, the renovation of the Sacristy will commence
on 2 May. The aim is to make the Sacristy more spacious to suit
our needs. The sound system will be moved from the Sacristy.
Hence, you will see some work going on inside the church and on
its premises. We ask for your cooperation and patience during
this period, and we pray to the Risen Lord Jesus to be always
present among us and fill the net our hearts with His love and
Graces.

Father Tony Sarkis

SENIORS COMMITTEE 7

The Grace and blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us
all dear brothers and sisters in this Glorious Easter season

i~
With great joy the Senior's Committee with our 5q;|f‘ituhl
Leader Father Youwakim Noujaim would love to wélcome
our precious seniors back to our lunches and hu'l-,r]l.;‘nass
starting from Monday the 10th of May 2021 from B.E-Dah to
1.00pm

Praise the Lord our God for His Goodness Hallelujah

hallelujah Jesus is risen Hallelujah

Sonia Abi Rached




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday’s Gospel, also named the Gospel of the Miraculous
Catch, shows us the wvery strong connection between the
Resurrection, the Eucharist, and the commission of the Apostles to
spread the Word.

5t John shows us the intervention of Jesus at the heart of the life
of the apostles, who had resumed their daily lives. The apostles
returned to fishing, and it is there, after a night of fruitless labour
that Jesus reappears to them. The apostles in the boat do not
recagnize him at first. It will take a miraculous catch for John to
recognize the Lord. Upon hearing this, Peter makes himself
presentable and throws himself into the water to reach Jesus
more quickly.

The Lord asks the apostles to make a gesture of faith, by throwing
the net again and the net comes back full. The Lord then prepares
fish for them to eat but also asks them to share some of their fish.
The Lord is asking the Apostles to share with Him what they have.

Here we find the meaning of the sacrament of the Eucharist,
where we receive our food from the Lord. It is He who offers us
what He has, that is Himself. And He invites us too to bring what
we have, the fruit of our work, but also all our person, with all that
it entails. This shared meal brings us into communion with Jesus.

May we stop today to contemplate the action of Jesus in our life
and in our heart. May we stop to enter into intimate fellowship
with him, for He stands on the shore of what we are experiencing
today and He awaits us and invites us!

e to start
Fwihg L&Dmgef-r

When God saves you He positions you in Christ. From that
moment on, He views you as being righteous Not because of your
own righteousness... but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is from God.

When you were growing up, your parents may have given you the
impression that, if you were just good enough, they would love
and accept you. As a result, you think God feels the same way.
But He doesn't. You could never be good enough to earn God's
love; that's why He gifts you with Christ's righteousness and says,
| love you unconditionally in spite of all your faults.

Now you have a true basis for loving yourself! Think: if God loves
you then you are worthy of loving, right? That means you can
love yourself! And in fact, you must, because you can only give
love to others from the wellspring of your own self-esteem. If you
wrestle with insecurity, guilt, self-doubt, and self-loathing,
eventually it will manifest itself in your relationships. Swiss
psychologist Paul Tournier said: If a person wilt love God the way
he ought to... he will then love others the way he ought to... and
when he loves God and others the way they ought to be loved, he
will never need a psychiatrist.' God's love gives you a mental
image of yourself that enables and empowers you to give and
receive love from others. The truth is, if you had been the only
sinner who ever lived, Christ would have died for you. And when
that truly dawns on you, you'll start to love yourself and develop
into the fullness of your God-given potential.

Vision Media

ANZAC Day

This Sunday we also commemorate ANZAC Day, one of
Australia’s most important national occasions, which marks the
anniversary of the first major military action fought by Australian
and New Zealand forces during the First World War. The soldiers
in those forces became known as ANZACs and the heroes of
Australia and New Zealand.

On this day, we commemorate the service and sacrifice of those
Australian men and women, as well as their courage and human
and national walues, no matter their background. Our
servicemen and women require a special type of courage to
carry out their duties in the protection and safety of us all, and of
our home Australia. As Australian Maronites, we pray for them in
their call to duty and we pray to God our Father to protect them
and our country.

May God bless all our servicemen and women and keep this land
and its people safe from war, harm and disasters!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER




PARISH CAMERA

Family ob The Divine Word - Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

W\wg 202| Howme Visits

DATE NAME ADDRESS
Monday 03 May 2021 Dianne Loulach 1/46 Yeend St, Merrylands 2160
Tuesday 04 May 2021 Mark Makari 101 Mary 5t, Merrylands 2160
Wednesday 05 May 2021 Sandra George 8 Tara 5t, Merrylands
Thursday 06 May 2021 Salim & Nina Zeait 70 Chetwynd Rd, Merrylands
Friday 07 May 2021 Eliane Khazen 7/77 Deakin St, Silverwater 2128
DATE NAME ADDRESS
Saturday 01 May 2021 Adel Derjani 15 Churchill 5t, Guildford
Monday 03 May 2021 Ivette Baissari 8 Niblick Crescent, Oatlands
Tuesday 04 May 2021 Malka Katrib 10 Charles 5t, Granville
Wednesday 05 May 2021 Salim Mouawad 44 Garnet Street, Guildford
Thursday 06 May 2021 Grace Khoury 9 Dracic 5t, South Wentworthville
Friday 07 May 2021 Miray Bou Mina 14 Vincent street, Merrylands
TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 18/04/2021
133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED Plates: 51291055 |  Donations: 52,850 |  Candles: 5588.70
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. CYPC: 54,015,000 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899 UNITS: $1,284,087 UNITS: $11,118 RE-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 25 April: Fourth Sunday of Resurrection - Anzac Day

5.30am ANZAC Day Mass.

9.30am One Year Fawaz Fouad Ghosn from El Dimane.

11.00am Mtanios Rached Harb from Tannourine (Died in

Lebanon)

5.00pm Mass for the intention of the living and departed of
Zghartaghrine on the occasion of 5t George feast.

Monday 26 April

10.30am Funeral of Margot Boulos Hanna Elias Bou Melhem
from Imar wife of Paul Youssef Jabbour Tannous from Behwayta
6.00pm Angela Jamil Reaich wife of late Youssef Said Krinet from
Bnachee (Died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 28 April
7.00pm Amin Youssef Hanna Mehme from Kfersghab (Died in
USA)

Saturday 01 May: The Month of Mary
6.00pm One Year Mass Arthur Peter Lichaa from Fradiss

Sunday 02 May: Fifth Sunday of Resurrection & Feast of Our
Lady of Lebanon

8.00pm Sodality Mass

9.30pm One Year Mass Estephan Rizkallah Khalifeh from Jeg and
his wife Mounira Soud from Niha
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Lord, all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: Lnll All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no ane to pray
for them, Mkhael & Maria Abdelahad & their family (B) Milian Bou Raidan, Roumanos Bazouni & his wife Resa & their son Bakhous f'cj George
Challita & Helena Challita, Youssef Boutros Challita, Youssef Bechara Challita, Marco Chidiac (D) !IEI' Matthew Essey (F) (G) I,'HI_IMade ine & Faul
Haddad and their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Hanna &
Fadwa Hawach, Tannous & Jamile Hawach & their family, Makhoul Habib (1) (1) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi &
Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Eugenia Khattar, Roumanos Khoury (L) (M) Betti Merhi, Youssef & Ghssoun Margon, Anthony Mamah Moses &
Departed of the Moses Famiﬁr, Charlie Boutrous Mou Robert Charlie Moussa, Merched & Dalal Moussa & their deceased family, Nabih
Maroun & his wife, Badwee & Saada Mawad & Famihriﬁlf o) [PL(&) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen
Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children, Kevin & Emille, Shiran Shammas, Jalil Semaan & his wife Azize and all
E:mtfﬁﬂ fl':l'lon I-|.|!\s‘:pi f?zn;rl'y. Saba Family (T) Tanna Family {U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X} (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr
utfallah Mokda:
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