THE GOSPEL

A week later his disciples were again in the house,
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas: “Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
Thomas answered him: “My Lord and my God!" Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.”

Now lesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. But
these are written so that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that

through believing you may have life in his name.
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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, therefore, knowing the
fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but
we ourselves are well known to God, and |
hope that we are also well known to your
consciences. We are not commending
ourselves to you again, but giving you an
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may
be able to answer those who boast in outward
appearance and not in the heart. For if we are
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ
urges us on, because we are convinced that
one has died for all; therefore all have died.
And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for
him who died and was raised for them. From
now on, therefore, we regard no one from a
human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we
know him no longer in that way. 5o if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and
has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for
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FROM YOUR PARISH

NEW SUNDAY
& FEAST OF
DIVINE MERCGY

Encourage souls to place

great trust in My fathomless
mercy.
Jesus to 5t. Faustina

PRATER

Holy Geod,
Holy Mighty One,
Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us

Jn 20: 26-31 Christ, since God is making his appeal through and on the whole world.
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, Ee
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we Amen
might become the righteousness of God.
2 Cor5:11-21
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today is “New Sunday”. It is called by the Church as such because
on that day, the appearance of the risen Christ to the Apostles,
including Thomas, occurred. It was the first day of the week and
the second Sunday after resurrection.

This appearance gave the Apostles and the Church a new true
awareness of the depth of the resurrection and the mystery of
Jesus Christ. It is through this awareness our faith is renewed, and
the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ who is risen from the dead
is experienced every day of our lives. Renewal is a continuous
journey of faith, through which we build the hope in our own
resurrection with our Lord who bears in his glorified body the
signs of the crucifixion, confirming the mystery of salvation
through the cross. This would establish the faith of the Apostles
and our faith in Him on a salvific and theological truth emanating
from His reassurance “It is |; do not be afraid” (John 6:20). This is
what the Lord says to us every time we are scared, doubtful or our
faith is weakened for any reason.

In this renewal which we start today on New Sunday, we live an
essential truth in our Christian life; Jesus is the Lord and God who
is remaining with us. Through this presence, we can come to
know Him, experience Him and believe in Him without putting
our finger in His wounds as Thomas did, without having to see
Him with our own eyes or knowing Him historically like the
Apostles knew Him. We come to know Him through the
testimonies of the Apostles as written in the Gospel and through
living the holy Sacraments which make us experience the power
of His resurrection by the graces which free the soul and body
and heal them. The Lord has confirmed to us our knowledge of
Him through grace when he said to Thomas: “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe” (Jlohn 20:29).

TOUCH AND SEE

Seeing is believing the motto says and in today's Gospel account
Thomas comes to believe in the Resurrection of Jesus by seeing
and touching.

Jesus gives Thomas what he asked for. Thomas wants to believe
that lesus has risen from the dead, but he needs to see and put
his “finger in the mark of the nails’ and put his ‘hand in his side’
(v25). Jesus grants him his wish and Thomas is overwhelmed
with joy and belief.

We all need experiences in life to help us come to fuller faith. We
are all like Thomas as we are people who rely on our five senses.
We seek evidence through sight, sound, smell, taste and touch.

We live 2000 years since lesus walked this earth and yet we
believe without having seen Jesus in the flesh or touched him.
Jesus says to us, ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe’ (v29). And we do feel blessed through our
faith in Jesus.

Yet how did we come to believe if we have not seen Jesus in the
flesh? It is through the words we have heard about Jesus. His
story as told through his actions, miracles, parables, statements,
emotions and through his suffering and death. The person of
Jesus intrigues us like no other. A man of unbelievable integrity,
compassion, love and courageous fidelity to truth.

Sometimes we do not need to see. Hearing is sufficient to stir
our hearts and minds with passion and love. That is exactly what
the story of Jesus does for us, so that we too can cry out with
Thomas, 'My Lord and my God!’ (v28). Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Penewal Through The (g)erd of (ke and The
Cacramedls

Therefore, we are renewed in the Word of Life — the Gospel —and
in the holy Sacraments, particularly in the Sacraments of
Reconciliation and Eucharist. Many are the fruits of the Word of
Life and the Sacraments, including prayer, adoration, fasting and
acts of mercy. Since we are talking about mercy, today is also the
Feast of the Divine Mercy. On this occasion, there will be
confessions in the afternoon, followed by Mass at 5.00 pm. The
parish is actually living its journey of renewal through the good
work of all its committees, and through the generosity of its
children. On Hosanna Sunday for instance, the donations that
were collected in the boxes of Caritas in this blessed parish
amounted to 524465, All this amount went to Caritas Lebanon to
be distributed to the poorest families. May God compensate you
for every cent you contributed to this cause. Another sign of the
continuous renewal in our parish was the initiative undertaken by
the Faith and Light Committee with its Chaplain Fr Youssef Matta.
The committee presented a symbolic gift to the people with
special needs in our parish, a prayer book and the Easter egg.
Thank you very much to the Faith and Light Committee and its
Chaplain for this kind initiative. In addition, the Parish Council,
which is never tired, met to evaluate the events of Passion Week
and the Feast of the Resurrection. The Council also started
planning for the home visits of Our Lady in the month of May, and
for the Feast of the Assumption of our Mother Mary into Heaven
in August.

May God bless you all and bless our renewal. Thanks to you all,
our parish is known as “the parish that never sleeps”! Also, do not
forget the one who never sleeps in our homes until she makes
sure that the last of her children returns safely and check on them
to see if they had a holy, blessed and successful day. Yes, | mean
our mothers! There is an opportunity to honour your mothers
through the Mother’s Day cruise that our parish is organising on
5 May. | hope that many of you can participate in this cruise.
Father Tony Sarkis

FACES OF OLOL - PATRICK MARDINI

What is your role and how long have you
been serving in our parish?

My name is Patrick Mardini. | am the
Spiritual events representative for the youth,
and | have been serving at Our Lady of
Lebanon for 2 years.

| was inspired by the witness of Christ that
many parishioners of Our Lady showed, and |
yearned to be a part of this, and experience
joy in serving God.

This was a catalyst for me to discern a role in service in the
committee.

| have experienced a great deal of joy in the service of others, and
| hope to show this to all those around me.

What inspired you to want to join your committee and what
advice would you give to others wanting to join our parish
committees?

| would say to someone wanting to join the committee to firstly
discern whether this is where God is drawing them. | would tell
them that it does require commitment, but the joy that is received
from service in the committee makes every second of service
waorth it, for the glory of God.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The glory of the Resurrection sheds its light over all of our human
history. It is the light by which we see to the future, beyond the
anxieties and issues which surround us today. This Season of the
Resurrection reminds us that Christ has cut off death and evil at
their roots.

Throughout the pandemic and the natural disasters that Australia
has endured over the past months, we have realised the important
role and the great need for the silent workers in our world, who do
their jobs with dedication, faithfulness and patience. In a sign of
gratitude to these frontline workers who keep our world going and
who continue to protect and save lives, and in this Year of 5t
Joseph, our Eparchy is celebrating a Mass for Frontline Workers on
this Sunday 11 April 2021. May God bless and protect every
individual serving our community with selflessness and devotion.

In the Gospel of this Sunday, 5t John tells us that the disciples were
inside a house, eight days after the Lord had appeared to them.
However, on that occasion Thomas had not been there, and
Thomas had refused to believe when they told him that they had
seen the Risen Lord.

And now, on this blessed day which we call “New Sunday,” Thomas
was with the apostles when Jesus appeared once more, The Lord
says to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands;
and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be
unbelieving, but believing.” Our Lord did not rebuke Thomas, did
not criticise him, but simply showed him where he was wrong.
When Thomas called Him, “My Lord and my God,” Jesus said that
he, Thomas, now believed because he had seen Him. However,
those who had not seen Him but believed had the greater merit:
they were blessed.

FAMILY CORNER

Recently we held our Family Committee brunch after the Sunday
9.30am mass. A regular event from previous years, CoVID-19 saw
this event having to be cancelled for 2020.

The brunch itself is a great opportunity to reconnect, spend time
with other Parishioners, find out what is happening in the Parish
and for the kids to have some fun with other children. Fr Tony
started proceedings with a prayer of thanks and hope and it
didn’t take long for the Maronite and Lebanese spirit of sharing
time with others to kick in. The turnout was excellent and though
we are thankful to everyone who attended it also spoke to our
Parish longing to see the return of regular programme and
events at OLOL.

With that in mind, again we thank those who attended and look
forward to hosting you again at our next event.

The Family Committee

New Sunday

God does not appear before us to make us believe in Him. If He
wished to do so, He could. Rather, he allows us to meditate on
the testimony of the apostles, and on the Gospels, such as the
Gospel which 5t John wrote. 5t John tells us that he wrote his
gospel so that we might believe that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”

MNow, if we have life in His name, then it must be the eternal life
of which 5t John speaks. And in order to gain this life, we need to
have our spiritual and worldly priorities right. When we meditate
on this Gospel, one thing stands out very clearly: our worldly
priorities have been preventing us not only from a deeper faith,
but also from that peace which the Lord gave to His apostles
when He appeared before them. This peace is much needed
today in our world.

Faith and peace therefore go together: true peace is based on
having faith in the eternal, merciful, and all-powerful God. True
faith needs peace in the soul to be able to grow, and become
strong, to lead us to that hope which gives us the strength to
make efforts towards holiness.

This is why we call this Sunday “New Sunday,” because in the
light of the Resurrection all of our life looks different. Our faith,
and our spirits are renewed. | wish you all the joy of this Season.
May the Resurrection continue to be the signpost which guides
you along the highway of life.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 11 April: New Sunday

11.00am 40 Day Layla Mikhael Zahra from Hadchit widow of the
late Boutros Abi Aaraj from Sebhel

5.00pm One year Stephanie Edmond Lahoud from Toula

Monday 12 April
6.00pm Abdallah Ibrahim Gereige from Halba
Lebanon)

- Akkar (Died in

Tuesday 13 April

11.00am Rosary followed by Mass for the intention of the healing
of the Covid19 patients in Lebanon

6.00pm 40 Day Mass Sabat Abi Raji widow of the late Tanios
Jabbour from Arbet Esshaya

Wednesday 14 April

5.30pm Hanneh Elias Faddoul widow of Antonios Gerges Faddoul
from Braysat (Died in Canada)

7.00pm One Year Mass Tony Lichaa Malkoun from Kfersghab

Thursday 15 April
6.00pm One Year Mass Anthony Joseph Chamchoum from
Miziara

Friday 16 April
6.00pm 40 Day Mass locelyn Dib widow of Tony el Khawli from
Chadra - Akkar

Saturday 17 April
6.00pm 40 Day Mass Sami Chekrallah El Boustany

Sunday 18 April: Third Sunday of Resurrection

11.00am One Year Suzane Mkhayel Zahra from Hadchit widow of
John Kamsma from Holand

5.00pm Barba Tansa El Zook from Sebhel (Died in Lebanon)
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$95 per person includes:
» Deluxe Lunch & soft drinks

» 4 Hours Harbour Cruise

» Bus transport from OLOL to Cruise Boat & return
* English & Arabic Entertainment
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all
eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the
souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G
(H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jami
Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (l) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi Family, Sarkis
Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family,
| Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael
4 Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children, Kevin & Emille (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray
Wehbe Wehbe (X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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