THE GOSPEL

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices, so that they might go and anocint Jesus. And
very early on the first day of the week, when the sun
had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone
for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. As they entered
the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.
But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the
place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter
that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will
see him, just as he told you." So they went out and
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid.
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5.

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Now if Christ is
proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can
some of you say there is no resurrection of the
dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ
has not been raised, then our proclamation has
been in vain and your faith has been in vain.
We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised
Christ — whom he did not raise if it is true that
the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not
raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins. Then those also who have
died in Christ have perished. If for this life only
we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people
most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who have died. For since death came through a
human being, the resurrection of the dead has
also come through a human being; for as all die
in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be

Mk 16:1-8 destroyed is death.
1Cor 15: 12-26
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Do not abandon yourselves
to despair: We are the Easter
people, and Hallelujah is our
SOng.

5t. Pope John Paul 11

CHRIST IS ‘RISEN..
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wishing you a

loyful & Holy Easter.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

After the long Lenten journey and the Passion Week with its deep
spiritual events, the Resurrection has dawned and the dazzling
light of the Lord has shone, dispelling the darkness of His tomb
and of every tomb in our lives.

We awake today to the dawn of a new Season after our Lord, God
and Saviour Jesus Christ conquered death with death. The echoes
of Passion and the voices of hatred yelling, “crucify him... crucify
him” (Luke 23:21) are still resonating in our minds, along with the
Lord’s cry on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). But today, other echoes
are reaching our ears, the echoes of the big stone rolling away
from the tomb, and of the voice of the angel saying to the women
who came early morning to the tomb, “He has been raised, He is
not here” (Mark 16:6).

That is what we need to hear today, the echo of stone rolling
away from the tomb, and the voice of the angel proclaiming the
first Good News about the empty tomb! How many tombs in our
world today are blocked with a huge stone of evil in all its forms?
Who would roll these stones away for us and grace our world
with the missing hope other than our victorious Lord who
conquered death? Many hearts have turned into dark tombs
inhabited by death, with their entrances blocked with stones of
humiliation, fear, despair, injustice and loss of dignity, as a result
of rampant evil at all levels, political, economical, health and
moral. How can we bear witness to the Resurrection of the Lord
Jesus if we do not pin our hope on Him first, so that He rolls all
these stones from our hearts and shines in them His glorious
light?

RESURRECTION SUNDAY

The unexpected in the midst of the expected. Life where there
was death. Light where there was darkness. Hope overcoming
doubt. Impossibilities becoming realities. Welcome to
Resurrection Sunday!

The excruciatingly painful torture and crucifixion of Jesus had
left his disciples distraught and grieving. One who was so alive,
now silenced and stilled, a dead body hidden in a tomb, to be
gone forever.

Death is the last insult. It is final and leaves nothing besides
sorrow and grief. Memory fades, touch is no more, words are
no longer spoken. Living without a dearly loved one is
devastating. And with such sorrow the three women in today's
Gospel approach the tomb. But . ..

The stone was rolled away for nothing at all will block out the
light. The tomb was open for life will enter and not allow death
to have the last laugh. A young man tells the news of Jesus
being raised from the dead because truth must be proclaimed.

Resurrection — it is when God has the final word. Nothing will
stop God from loving. God brings good news of hope, mercy
and love and this mercy is for eternity.

As people of the resurrection we are invited to hope despite
the darkness, to remain constant in our actions and faithful to
truth, despite threats, because ultimately God's way will

conquer. We are people of light, of hope, of eternal love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

o Hope (0 Boan (s o The Peparnection

With this hope we bear witness to the Resurrection of the Lord
and we carry His Good News to every person we encounter in our
lives, even though evil will still be rampant everywhere.
Humiliation, fear and despair are among the darkness that will
never leave our world, but we can dispel them with the light of
the Resurrection because the Lord Jesus alone is able to conquer
the power of evil. Our hope is that Resurrection must always
come and be renewed every time the light of the Lord triumphs
over the darkness of sin in our lives. Therefore, the dawn of the
Resurrection will definitely come to our beloved homeland
Lebanon, and to the other nations in our bleeding East, so that
light, joy and hope may return to them.

Perhaps the brightest example of the Resurrection that we have
experienced over the past few weeks, especially during last week,
was to see large numbers of you in the cathedral participating in
all the liturgy, rites and spiritual events. We have experienced
Resurrection from the pandemic that had closed our churches. A
year ago, the feast came with sadness as we celebrated it alone
with your photos. Behold the Resurrection of the Lord dispelling
this darkness and bringing you back to the church.

On behalf of my brother priests, deacons and sub-deacon, |
would like to thank all our employees, committees, volunteers,
traffic controllers, choirs, altar servants, altar decorators,
collectors and all parishioners for devoting their time to organise
all our activities. May the light of the Resurrection shine in the
heart, home, family and life of each one of you, so together we
proclaim in one voice: “Christ is Risen, He is truly risen and we are
witnesses to this resurrection.”

Father Tony Sarkis




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Beloved Brothers and Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our Maronite
Eparchy,

1. The story of man's salvation reached its pinnacle and fulfilment
on Easter Sunday in the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus, who rose
from the dead, triumphing over evil, sin and death. This is the
great historical event by which the Will of God the Father was
revealed, opening the doors of hope and new life for all humanity.

2. On the morning of the glorious feast of Easter, we return to the
prayer which Our Lord made in the mount of olives when He said:
Father ... let your will be done, not mine.” (Lk 22:42) In light of
this prayer, we understand the salvific plan of God, manifested in
Jesus’ obedience and voluntary surrender to the Will of His Father,
embracing the suffering and passion, which would lead Him to the
Cross. However, on the third day He rose from the dead. Through
His Resurrection, the Will of God the Father was revealed, for
“ ..everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have
everlasting life; and | will raise him up at the last day.” (Jn 6:40).

3. On this blessed feast, we recognise that Jesus Christ not only
assumed our humanity, but even bore our griefs and carried our
sorrows (Is 53:4), and was obedient unto death, even death on the
cross (Phil 2:8). This was the Will of God His Father, so that we
might all attain redemption and salvation. We have come out of
the darkness, suffering, and oppression of Good Friday, into the
light, joy and glory of the Resurrection. Through His wounds and
His passion, we experience the grace of healing. At dawn on
Sunday, the morning of the third day, we accompany Mary
Maﬁdalene to the grave in tears, sorrow and anxiety, but we return
with great faith and firm hope, bearing the Good News, and
jzuayfﬁl..illv announcing: “He is no longer there .... He is risen” (Matt

4. How wonderful it is for us to submit to the holy Will of God, not
only today, but every day of our lives, realizing that in this we do
not simpn bow our heads in surrender, becoming slaves, but
rather we gain the freedom of beloved children; we worship God
in spirit and in truth (In 4:24) and we embrace our faith with full
freedom and love.

TEEN'S CORNER

Dearest teens, ' a"'f
A 1L
As we have now concluded our first term of teens, it was great to
meet all the new year 7's and continue our work with those in
years 8 and 9. | would like to commend all the teens on being
consistent and super eager to learn more and more. As we have
now completed the season of Lent and enter Easter | pray that
this most Holy Season, opens your minds and hearts to
experiencing Christ even more.

A massive thank you for all the hard work, that our beloved
leaders have put in, their time goes beyond just 1.5hours on a
Saturday. | Pray that God may bless you all with all the graces you
need to continue your life journey to Heaven, and leading our
teens as well to Him.

To our teens in years 7, 8 and 9 we also have some events coming
up for each year group over the next month so please stay tuned.

For any information please contact myself on (0405 122 064),

Wishing all of your families a happy and blessed Easter.
Enjoy your break!

Joey Khoury

Easter 2021

et not my will, but yours.” (Lluke 22:42)

In this context, His Holiness Pope Francis said: “As children, we
must be conscious of the loving heart of God the Father, whose
saving love pours forth in the heart of each one of us and of the
whole world” (20 March 2019).

5. What distinguishes the feast this year from last year is that
we are celebrating it with you, and the doors of the churches
are open to welcome the faithful to participate in the Mass and
all the other Divine Mysteries. Here, we must say a word of
thanks for the measures taken by the State and Federal
governments in Australia, to deal with the Coronavirus
pandemic, that have spared us all a lot of pain and suffering,
and drew world attention to our country.

6. On this feast, we can only pray for our world that is suffering
from this dangerous pandemic. More than 122 million people
have been infected with the Coronavirus, which has sadly led
to the death of about two million seven hundred thousand of
them so far, in various parts of the world. The COVID-19
pandemic is like a long dark night that envelops the world,
frightenin§ people, but we now all look with eyes of hope to
the rise of a new dawn, ending the spread of the virus. With
renewed faith in the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, may we
become a better Church and society as we ever strive to
protect the weak and the vulnerable. In doing so, we shall
always abide by the teachings and directives of our Haoly
Mother, the Catholic Church, which teaches us the truth and
directs us on the right path.

7. However, our joy in this Easter remains incomplete, because
we all feel the suffering of our families and our people in
Lebanon, who are walking a long road to Golgotha, carrying on
their shoulders the crosses of poverty, hunger, unemployment,
and despair, caused by the neglect of the state and the
for:juprinn of many in its institutions who have stolen public
unds.

8. As Maronites in Australia, let us pray with our brothers and
sisters residing in Lebanon, asking the Lord to look with mercy
to that country and its tormented people, and to inspire
consciences to launch a new stage in the Lebanese history
according to the vision of His Beatitude and Eminence Mar
Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai. This vision would lead Lebanon
to active neutrality under the auspices of the United Nations.
Let us stand in solidarity with everyone in Lebanon rebelling
against corruption, and demanding the return of stolen public
funds. These reforms are the fundamental rights of all the
Lebanese geople, and will pave the way to preserve their
dignity and strength, and thus to save this great nation from
the evil of tyrants and the oppression of the corrupt.

9. In conclusion, the feast of our Father Saint Maroun this year
was a special occasion to announce a new phase of my
programme of pastoral priorities in our Eparchy for the next
seven years 2021-2026. This announcement came at the end
of the first stage of pastoral priorities, which extended from
2014 to 2020. The seven pastoral priorities include our pastoral
vision, and themes for thinking and working with each other in
order to cater for the needs of our growing Maronite Church
and its mission in Australia.

10. Easter remains the cornerstone on which we build up the
faith and the Church, and is an occasion to discern the will of
God in our lives, and to act upon it. This will make us members
of the Holy Family, standing alongside the Virgin Mary and
Saint loseph, especially in this year dedicated to 5t Joseph,
announced by His Holiness Pope Francis. We joyfully praise the
resurrection of our Lord, proclaiming:

'Chiist i Pisen .. He i Truly Pisen
And: we are witnesges B Thatl”
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Maronite Bishop of Australia
Easter Sunday, 4 April 2021



PARISH CAMERA

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
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WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 28/03/2021
Plates: 52908265 |  Donatfons: 52,000 |  Candles: 51,584.55

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 54,015,000 CYPC: 522,600 PRE-COMID INTEREST + PRINCIFAL
UNITS: 51,289,962 UNITS: 511,118 pre-covio INTEREST » PRINCIPAL




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 4 April: Resurrection Sunday
Masses 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am, 5.00pm & 7.00pm (Ar/Eng)
6.00pm Divine Mercy Novena

Monday 5 April: Easter Monday

8.00am Mass (Arabic)

11.00am Mass (Arabic/English)

6.00pm Genez Jamal Chahid Makad, widow of the late Chamel
Mansour Nakad from Kfardlakous (died in Lebanon).

7.00pm Divine Mercy Novena

Tuesday 6 April
6.00pm The late Sleiman MNakhleh El Khoury Joubeir, from
Aintourine (died in Lebanon).

Wednesday 7 April

10.30am Funeral Milad Tannous Fares from Asnoun,
condolences on Tuesday 6 April from 6.00 to 9.00 in
the Youth Center of OLOL.

5.30pm One year Laba Boulos Awad from Hasroun.

7.00pm Genez Tony Boutros Elkhoury from Kfarsghab (died in
lebanon).

Thursday 8 April
6.00pm 40 Day Therese Boutros Elkhoury from Sebhel.

Friday 9 April
6.00pm Genez Phillip Youssef Sleiman from Miziara (died in
Lebanon).
7.30pm Genez Lorraine Antonios Youssef Lahoud widow of the
late Youssef Gebrayel Milan Azar from Kfarsghab (died in
Lebanon).

Saturday 10 April
6.00pm 40 Day Hasna Jabbour Malkoun from Kfarsghab.

Sunday 11 April: New Sunday

11.00am 40 Day Layla Mikhael Zahra from Hadchit widow of the
late Boutros Abi Aaraj from Sebhel.

5.00pm One year Stephanie Edmond Lahoud from Toula.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

@0urladyofLebanon
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$95 per person includes:

- @0lolSydney = Deluxe Lunch & soft drinks
Y I l « 4 Hours Harbour Cruise
$35 PLAYERS | 520 SPECTATORS » Bus transport from OLOL to Cruise Boat & return
TO PARTICIPATE FOR OUR LADY OF LEBANON » English & Arabic Entertainment
CONTACT YOUR PARISH REPRESENTATIVES @QlolSydney e :

.o ASHLEY MEJALLI: 0402 210 448 :
e LOUIS AYOUB : 0412 844 524 :
= YOUT
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l.otd all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held secu Alﬂ in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
: (A) All the delaamd souls, All the lost souls, Al the faithful deﬂ the souls in Pu tory, All souls who have no one to pray
f:rr thern Stephan Aboud & family {B) Milian Bou Raidan (€} (D) Lichaa Daher & his wife Georgette (E) Matthew Essey, Tannous & Chemoune
Elhesen, Youssef & Hanneh Elhesen and their son (F) Louie Sukari & Mama Fahd (G) Yousef & Laila Gittany (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son loseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad {l} Khalil Youssef liaa
& his wife Marina & family, Tansa & Souraya Ishak & their son () Youssef & Ghanajeh Jmﬁh & Family, Youssef Gerges Jallis & his wife Mi
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Mamah Moses & rted of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa sen & Watfa Maatouk & son Toufic (R?]r
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erese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Nabih Saad & his children, Kevin & Emille, Boulos & Adele Sassine & their children, Yvette & Rimon
gassurceElEmig:ad (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X} (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z) Soubhe & Saydeh
aouk, Elias Zaher
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