OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and a

large crowd were |leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he
began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be guiet,
but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of David,
have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call
him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to
So
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to

him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.

Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me
to do for you? The blind man said to him, “My
teacher, let me see again.” lesus said to him, “Go;
your faith has made you well” Immediately he
regained his sight and followed him on the way.
Mark 10:46-52

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and Sisters, | myself, Paul, appeal to
you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ
— | who am humble when face to face with
you, but bold toward you when | am away! — |
ask that when | am present need not show
boldness by daring to oppose those who think
we are acting according to human standards.
Indeed, we live as human beings, but we do
not wage war according to human standards;
for the weapons of our warfare are not merely
human, but they have divine power to destroy
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every
proud obstacle raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we take every thought
captive to obey Christ. We are ready to punish
every disobedience when your obedience is
complete. Look at what is before your eyes. If
you are confident that you belong to Christ,
remind yourself of this, that just as you belong
to Christ, so also do we.

2 Corinthians 10:1-7

21st MARCH 2021

HEGOOD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

o

SUNDAY OF THE BLIND

| believe you are the Lord
who can give light to my
eyes. Since you let me hear
your voice let me also see
your face. Give me light that
| may see

Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

Heavenly Physician, you are
the balm of forgiveness. You
are the light for those in
darkness. You are the
harbour of rest for those
who are weary. Grant to us
Lord, your sinful servants,
healing from all worldy
anxieties and illnesses that
seperate us from You. Amen
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Cry of Courage & Heart of The Parish

What are we waiting for to make our own cry too, whether here in
Australia or in Lebanon, the cry of truth to Jesus and in the name
of Jesus, to regain our stolen dignity? Do we dare to do so, or do
With Sunday of the Blind, we enter the sixth week of the Season We have our own small interests and favoritism with which we
of the blessed Lent, the week that precedes Hosanna Sunday. At cover ourselves believing that they are for our salvation while they
this stage, we hope that our perception has been healed in the drown us more and more in our misery?

course of our journey towards Golgotha and the Resurrection,

sight and followed the Lord on the road. hope, courage, trust, faith and determination: Saint Joseph, whose

feast we celebrated last week, threw away every fear and let God
In today’s Gospel, the cry of the blind man who was leading a intervene in every moment of his life; and the Virgin Mary whose
painful life fills the scene, yet his, is a cry for mercy not a cry of Feast of Annunciation we celebrate this week, contributed to the

fear or anxiety. It is rather a cry of hope, courage, trust, faith and journey of our salvation with a “yes® shesaid to the Angel of God,

THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

determination. The blind man, son of Timaeus, had a boldness
unparalleled in today’s world, the boldness of someone who
humbles himself before everyone to call upon God to intérvene
directly in his life, without waiting for anyone to allow him te do
50,

The blind man of lericho and its people are you, |, and everyone
of us here today, in this particular place, Harris Park, and at this
particular time, the year 2021. Do we have the hope, boldness
and courage of the blind man to make a cry for mercy? Do we
have his confidence and faith to cry out to the Lord lesus and

changing the face of humanity The Annunciationto Mary is an
annunciation of salvation, grace and peace. How many times we
hear that “we need to have good news because our world is sad...
we need resurrection because our world is drowning in death!”
However, do we let out our cry with courage and faith like the blind
man framJericho? Are we ready to do what the Lord commands us
to do like Saint Jaseph? Do we have the courage to say “yes” to the
will of God in our lives, like Mary? !

With this faith and hope, the parish clergy held their spiritual
retreat last week under the title of “with a fatherly heart”, in

allow Him to intervene in our lives and heal us from our physical, Preparation for the glorious Resurrection. They reflected on their
psychological and spiritual ailments? Do we have his resolve to Servicé, under the guidance of Father Youssef Elias, the Lebanese
make the Lord stop, turn to us and call us to come to Him, and Missignany who delved into the heart of the priest so this heart
make the people who are around us, those who want to silence ¢an bé renewed and be the love of the heart of the Church. The
us, change their attitude and become instead the first to journeyofthe priest startsin the heart and can only be lived in the
encourage us, as was the case with the blind man? heart, the heart of the parish that replaces his own heart, so that
God’s glory can be manifested in every parishioner
The son of Timaeus is a great man! He stopped Jesus on his way _ ) | _ _ )
with his faith and courage! He threw away the only thing that he The heartof the parish beats with longing as it awaits the glory of
owned, his claak; in order not to hinder him from reaching the the Resurréction. The committee that is preparing for the Holy
Lord as quickly as possible, because he was confident that he Week and Resurrection has met to put the final touches on the
would cover himself again with the dignity that had been stolen Program which is now ready and available at both gates of the
from him by the oppressive life he was leading on the side of the Cathedral. Please take a copy and comply with the instructions and
road. ! directives for the common good of us all.
| Father Tony Sarkis

THE BLIND MAN

The healing of the blind man Bartimaeus greets us in this
Sunday’s Gospel during the Season of Lent. Today's reflection will
focus on two points in the Reading. Wl’l . S

o is St Joseph:
Bartimaeus ‘was sitting by the roadside’ (v46). Who sits by the P
roadside unless it is someone in need. It is a risky place to sit. Yet
Bartimaeus was there, blind and vulnerable. In today’s context,
we think of drug or alcohol addicts or the homeless who sit by the
roadside. The image also evokes the story of the Good Samaritan
in Luke's Gospel who was beaten and left by the roadside.
Whoever it is, the point is, no one sits at the roadside unless they
are in need. The roadside is where people pass-by and perhaps
those unfortunate enough to sit there, may hope that someone
will stop and pay attention to them. Do we stop? lesus stops and
turns to Bartimaeus.

1. A beloved father
2. A tender and loving father
3. An obedient father
4. An accepting father
9. A creatively courageous father
6. A working father
7. A father in the shadows

MNow the second thing we will focus on is Jesus’ response, “What
do you want me to do for you?’ [v51). It is a question that very few
would ask anybody who is sitting by the roadside. Yet Jesus isn’t
just anybody. He was totally given over to searching out and
comforting the least. He would give his life for others and nothing
and no one would bar his way. In fact, we could say Jesus went out
of his way to find the lost.

‘What do you want me to do for you?' is a question that
challenges us. Are we prepared to save others as Jesus did? Can

we commit ourselves to fulfilling the needs of others who are so

- Patris Corde,

desperate? This Lent we are challenged to stop, turn and see the anstnlic Letter of the
other and listen attentively to their needs. What we do for others :
matters to them. What we fail to do for others matters to us. Hﬂl}r Father Francis

Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our journey of Lent is getting closer to its end. This Sunday, we
reflect upon the miracle of healing of Bartimaeus the Blind. St
Mark tells us that as Our Lord was entering the city of Jericho, a
great crowd was there to meet him. One of these was a blind man
whom they call “Bartimaeus,” which means “the son of Timaeus”.
Although the name Timaeus means “honoured” or “respected,”
this man was sitting by the side of the road and begging.

Now, S5t Mark tells us that when Bartimaeus heard that it was Jesus
of Nazareth, he began to cry out “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me!” This is an important detail, because the blind man could
not recognise lesus by sight. The only way that he could have
known of Jesus was by hearing the word. As 5t Paul was later to
write, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ”
(Romans 10:17). So the fact of the presence of the Lord is what
filled Bartimaeus with the power to hear, and to understand the
significance of what he heard, and from hearing, came faith. And
with that faith, he was empowered to call upon Jesus so often and
so loudly that the Lord heard him.

Our Lord heard Bartimaeus, and we are told, stood still, and
commanded the blind man to be called to him. Bartimaeus threw
aside his garment, and when he came to lesus, the Lord asked him
what he wanted. Bartimaeus called him “rabbouni,” which means
“my Lord,” and asked to receive his sight. And to this, Jesus replies,
“Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And in one of the
most important details in all the story, once Bartimaeus had his
sight back he did go on his way, and his way was to follow Jesus on
the road.

Just as he did with the haemorrhaging woman in Mark 5 and the
ten lepers in Luke 17:19, Our Lord speaks as if it is the faith which
does the work: placing the emphasis on the faith rather than the
miraculous healing.

YOUTH CORNER

We had our annual Lenten Retreat last weekend
which saw many great opportunities for spiritual .
growth, forming and strengthening friendships, + )
and learning about our patron Saint of 2021, YO UTH
5t. Joseph. Some even found themselves at the neighbouring
beach during free time!

We are so grateful that we had the opportunity to be together
once again for this event, as it bears many fruits! Thank you to
Father Charbel Dib, Deacon Ron Hassarati, and Anthony Yacoub for
your wonderful and relevant presentations for this year’s retreat
theme, "Mastering the Interior Life: Lessons from St. Joseph."

Faith on Fire continued this week with the theme of 5t. Joseph: The
Silent Saint, as we draw near to His Feast day! This was presented
by Father Youssef Matta! Faith on Fire has been a great platform for
our youth to ask questions, gain deeper understandings and
strengthen their faith through knowledge. We welcome anyone,
youth or not, to join us every Wednesday fortnight for this reason!

Stay tuned on Facebook and Instagram for updates of upcoming
events!

Blessed Feast of 5t Joseph to all!

“Go to loseph! Have recourse with special confidence to 5t.
loseph, for His protection is most powerful, as he is the patron of
the universal Church” - Blessed Pope Pius IX

Mayliz Boumansour

And the most important healing of blindness is the healing of
our internal or spiritual blindness.

In life, there are forms of spiritual blindness which are even
worse than physical blindness. We can mention here pride,
vanity, self-love, greed, unjustifiable ambition, hatred, and
resentment. Maybe we can even say that it is our pride and our
unbalanced belief in ourselves which makes us unable to see
reality. Fortunately, the cure for these spiritual diseases is the
same as the cure for Bartimaeus’ blindness, it is to call to the
Lord, and to run to Him, in faith.

This account, therefore, reminds us of the importance of faith:
of the life-changing gift of believing in Jesus, the Son of David
and our Lord and teacher, and in being active about our faith
and taking action, as Bartimaeus did. Let us strive to have the
faith of the blind man and proclaim Jesus Christ, Son of David,
to the whole world, to our own families, to our workplaces, to
every encounter we have with other people.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

Jesus Heals the Blind Man

Find a3 many words a5 you con in'the letters bolow, Go from left to right. The
first one s done For you.

(BLINDOPEACESONSATBEGODPRAISEEMAN

7. BLIND 14,
2. 15.
3. 16.
4, 17.
5. 18.
6. 19.
7. 20.
8. Super Word Finder!
9. 21
10. 22,
11. 23.
12. 24,
13. 25.

O

Mol de Vines ansd Moy Curerier hose Bable Atretie sprehe, Mk Baker Boohs Publnker, 1999



PARISH CAMERA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2399

Faith on Fike

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 14/03/2021
Plates: 520,598.85 |  Donations: 53,170 |

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: 54,015,000
UNITS: $1,283,395.04

Candles: 51,093.90

LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $22,600
UNITS: $11,118




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 21 March: Sunday of the Blind (Mother’s Day In Leb)
9:30am 40 Day Mass Mehssen Badwi Abboud from Asnoun
11:00am Mass for the living, sick and departed of Mazreet el
Mahr in the occasion of the feast of 5t Jloseph

Monday 22 March
6:00pm 1 Year Mass Melly Ibrahim Khater widow of the late Farid
Habib Maroun from Saghbine

Tuesday 23 March: Feast of Saint Rafga
10:30am Funeral of the late Maurice Antonios Saad from
Kfersghab

Wednesday 24 March

11:30am Sodality Mass followed by a lenten lunch

5:30pm Antonios Romanos Chehade (Abou Nidal) from Hadchit
(Died in Lebanon)

7:00pm Antonios Abboud from Kfersghab (Died in Lebanon)

Thuesday 25 March: Feast of The Annunciation
6:00pm 40 Day Mass Manneh Assaad Bechara widow of the late
Tannous Youssef Tanous from Karm el Mehr

Saturday 27 March: The Eve of Palm Sunday

4:00pm 1 Year Joe Dib Younes from Blouza

6:00pm 40 Day Mass Salim Youssef El Bayeh from Kferdlacs
followed by the Procession of Palms

8:00pm Mass and Procession of Palms

Sunday 28 March: Palm Sunday

8:00am Mass and Procession of Palms (Ar/Eng)
11:00am Mass and Procession of Palms (Ar/Eng)
4:00pm Mass and Procession of Palms (Ar/Eng)
7:00pmMass and Procession of Palms (Ar/Eng)
9:30pm Rite of the Arival at the Harbour

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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4 EASTER MONDAY - APRIL 5 - BAM

;BTAEIUH
' E EICONDELTPARK

Every Monday

Every Tuesday

Every Friday

# Wednesday .

= B May |
= 2021

$95 per person includes:

» Deluxe Lunch & soft drinks

» 4 Hours Harbour Cruise

» Bus transport from OLOL to Cruise Boat & return
» English & Arabic Entertainment

Ticket purf_'has‘e from Church office &5 Loaves Cafe. Ph 02 9689 2899

FOR WORT INFORMATION CALL JOAN 0411 709 269
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan [C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [G) [H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) (J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon,
e Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa [N) (O) [P) [Q) (R)
F | Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny [T) (U} (V) (W) Ray Wehbe
Wehbe (X) (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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