14th MARCH 2021

HEGOOD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

-- SUNDAY OF THE

~ PARALYTIC
*

Prayer is the best weapon
we possess. It is the key that
opens the heart of God.

St. Padre Pio

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days,
it was reported that he was at home. S0 many
gathered around that there was no longer room for
them, not even in front of the door; and he was
speaking the word to them. Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of
them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus
because of the crowd, they removed the roof above
him; and after having dug through it, they let down
the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw
their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are
forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow
speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive
sins but God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his
spirit that they were discussing these questions
among themselves; and he said to them, "Why do
you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven,’
or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’'? But
so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins”- he said to the
paralytic - “l say to you, stand up, take your mat and
go to your home.” And he stood up, and immediately
took the mat and went out before all of them; so that
they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We
have never seen anything like this!”,

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, the sins of some people
are conspicuous and precede them to
judgment, while the sins of others follow them
there. 50 also good works are conspicuous;
and even when they are not, they cannot
remain hidden. Let all who are under the yoke
of slavery regard their masters as worthy of all
honour, so that the name of God and the
teaching may not be blasphemed. Those who
have believing masters must not be
disrespectful to them on the ground that they
are members of the church; rather they must
serve them all the more, since those who
benefit by their service are believers and
beloved. Teach and urge these dufties.
Whoever teaches otherwise and does not
agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the teaching that is in accordance
with godliness, is conceited, understanding
nothing, and has a morbid craving for
controversy and for disputes about words.
From these come envy, dissension, slander,
base suspicions, and wrangling among those
who are depraved in mind and bereft of the
truth, imagining that godliness is a means of
gain.

PRAYER

Save us Lord from the
paralysis of sin. Give us
the grace to enter into
the blessed life to which
you call us so we may
rejoice with the
paralytic this day and all
the days of our life.
Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

‘On the fifth Sunday of the blessed Season of the Great Lent, we . ?
contemplate the story of the paralytic who was carried by four of The Four Friends of The Paralytic
his friends to Christ, using every possible means to reach lesus,
even if this meant to take unusual steps like removing the roof to
lower him down to where the Lord was sitting. The faith of the Many are the paralytic’s friends in our parish. We can see their
four men in Jesus® power to heal and their love for their friend deeds and fruits in the activities of all committees. Last week,
were enough for them to overcome all barriers, whatever they there were four of these initiatives, symbolising the four friends of
were, and make the miracle happen. ! the paralytic as they contributed to the progress of our blessed
! journey in the Season of the Great Lent. The first of these four
Behold the Lord Jesus with us and among us in the Sacrament of initiatives was the baking of the traditional saj bread undertaken
the Eucharist every day, and the way to him is open before us to by a group of Sodality ladies and parish ladies, with the proceeds
reach him any time, especially after the regression of the going to the parish. The second initiative was the partaking of our
pandemic and the reopening of the churches to the faithful for Maronite Youth Organisation (MYO) in the World’s Greatest Shave
prayer, contemplation, adoration and Mass. Do we carry ourto support the Leukemia Foundation. Our youth had been also to a
sin-stricken selves and come to him? Do we carry to the Lord in spiritual retreat from which we hope they would reap more graces.
our prayers a friend, a beloved one, a member of our own family The third initiative was a meeting held by our Stewardship
or parish, someone from our community to heal him? Do we Committee that selflessly and silently manages the financial affairs
work with each other, like the friends of the paralytic, to bring of our parish. The fourth initiative is the ongoing prayerful nights
back to the Lord someone who has been away from the Church before the Grotto and Saint Joseph’s shrine in which many
for years? : ; parishioners are participating. Thank you to everyone who has
: participated, in a way or another, in any of these or other
It is important that we undertake an initiative of this kind, or any initiatives. ' Nk Ak
other initiative, while we continue our journey in the h!essed
Season of Lent to the Hairhuur of Salvation, the Harbour of the Our parish is rising and walking again after being afflicted, along
Resurrection; in c1:hl,! “hope of werommng every barriers and with the whole world, by the pandemic and its repercussions, and
obstacles that may obstruct us or try to seek to prevent us from is continuing its journey steadfastly towards the I_-larhqur of
continuing our juurne-.r. Wlthxpersevemnne and steadfastness in Salvation, in the hope of Resurrection.
our journey we ﬂsa frqm sin that has paralysed us, and we walk b }
on the! patlﬁaf grace, like 1:he pgrab,rtlc when he was healed body, Father Tony Sarlds :
soul and spirit by | the hgavenhr pbxsman who knows very well our i
physical, emotional and spiritual wounds.

THE PARALYTIC

In this Season of Lent, our Sunday Gospel focuses on the healing | — — ———

of the paralytic. For our purposes we will focus on one word, F
'hcme_"p L PEP What is your role and how long

have you been serving in our parish?

The passage commences with Jes-.us ‘at home' [v1) and ends with ; :
him telling the healed man, ‘go to your home' (v11). What |am currently the Vice Coordinator
:ahﬁilspgteff:;sh::mg ésc ah ‘I:ens:'s;:n for all of us, as we reflect on of Fersen Al Adta, which is a

children’s group where we teach the
Jesus is at home and we firstly read that so many were gathered 8

l':fhere wﬂs nlz Ihc':ngerlrccm’ {U}.‘I}. Sc,fgur first Iedssclll'i is tha} our children about the Maronite

omes should be welcoming places for one and all, not places P :

people avoid coming to. catholic faith through various
_ activities. | have been apart of the

Secondly Jesus ‘was speaking the word to them’ (v2). What .

conversation do we have in our homes? Are they for building up committee for over 10 years and

or for tearing down others? have been through various roles.

Thirdly people in the Gospel account, tear up the roof so as to
bring down a paralytic to Jesus. Is our home a place where people

will go out of their way to come and find solace and comfort? What inspired you to want to join your committee and what

advice would you give to others wanting to join our parish
Fourthly, Jesus also had scribes there who were voicing their y st g0 ) P
discontent to what Jesus was saying. 'I;here will always be critics committees?
around us. How do we approach them? | love educating children, it's so fulfilling and what is more better

In the end Jesus’ home becomes a place where anyone is than teaching them about the Maronite Catholic faith? It is so
welcome. We too need to look at our hospitality. It is not about o i
thek; fnndlwe c:fferh but thglpersonlwe are before others.kwe p#au,r much fun and so fulfilling and my advice for those who are
to be welcoming hospitable people as lesus was. We seek to offer : P ; ; ; ; i
goodness to others, generosity of heart, abundance of kind words sertanpiEE g DIRIning R EOnNNENSR 10 Just: o dorit Do 1
and encounters that build up one another. And yet may we also without any hestitation and do it because you wantto do it. It is so
be brave enough to speak out when necessary. May our homes : : : ;
be open to all, particularly those most vulnerable and in needs. rewarding and it only allows you to grow more in your faith.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In this week's Gospel, we read of how lesus returned to
Capernaum, and people were so enthusiastic to see him preaching
the Gospel that they gathered in such large numbers to listen to
Him. Itis a reminder to us that Lent is the season of listening to the
Word of God.

When the Gospel says there was no room in the house where
Jesus was staying, and the people could not even fit inside the
doorway, this is to reflect the hunger and the thirst of every human
being to hear the words of life.

On this occasion, four men carried to Jesus a paralysed man on a
stretcher When they could not even get inside the doorway with
the paralytic, they went up to roof, and lowered him. We do not
know any details about these men, but we do know this: they had
trust in one another to work together to lower this man through
the roof, and they had a great faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ. For, we
read in the Gospel that when Our Lord saw their faith, He turned
and said to the paralytic man that his sins were forgiven.

If we read the Gospel carefully, Our Lord did not first cure him, then
forgive his sins. No, the first thing Our Lord said was “Your sins are
forgiven.” That is, the forgiveness of his sins was the first and
greatest miracle. But the faith of the men came first. It is a
remarkable story about trust and cooperation, but a trust made
possible by faith.

FERSEN CORNER

Blessed Sunday to you all! We are so excited to have you all
back in our classrooms! We are also excited to have as our
chaplain Fr John Paul Bassil, Father Superior of St. John Paull
Il Monastery and monk of the Maronite Order of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Welcome Abouna!

Qur first event of the year will be the Fersen Al Adra palm
procession and washing of the feet roleplay which will be
held on the 27th of March during Fersen hours. Please keep
this date free and keep us in your prayers as we journey
through the year of St Joseph under the fatherly heart of St
Joseph!

Ann Boutros

These men are a beautiful image of ecclesial communion. Their
common faith, their efforts, their courage and their solidarity
enabled one man to seek healing and he got it. They are a real
image of the mission of the Church and this is exactly what the
Church should do: bring those who are sick and marginalised to
Jesus for healing. We are one body where each member serves
the other and compensates for their weakness. In the Church,
we complement each other for the salvation of all: the strong
carry the weak, the saints help us sinners, and those who have
strong faith support those who are doubting. The Church only
has meaning if she is truly the place for the exchange of gifts
and talents, for the good of all, for the salvation of all her
members.

Dear brothers and sisters, the Lord waits for us, His Church, to
bring Him humanity with all its weaknesses so that He grants
every human being the remission of sins, and reconciles us with
the Father, and make possible the kingdom of heaven on earth.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

JESUS HEALS A PARALYZED MAN

Matthew 9:1-8, Mark 2:1-12,
and, Luke 5:17-26
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PARISH CAMERA
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

& LOANS REPAYMENTS
TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 28/02/2021
133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Plates: 513,77245 |  Donations: 539210 |  Candles: 5639.35
Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. CYPC: 54,015,000
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

CYPC: $22,600
UNITS: $1,283,395.04 UNITS: 511,118




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 14 March: Sunday of the Paralytic

8:00am One year Estephan Rahme from Becharré.
11:00am 40 Day Allen Sahyoun from Kfarfou.

5:00pm 40 Day Jamil Antoun Hayek from Miniara - Akar.
7:00pm The Late Barry Gondon from Ireland

Monday 15 March
6:00pm Joseph Mansour El Khoury Rahme from Bcharre (Died in
Lebanon)

Tuesday 16 March
6:00pm Wahib (Wehbe) Elias El Khoury from Bkerkacha (Died in
Lebanon)

Wednesday 17 March

E;Eg]pm Simon Youssef Nakhoul (Asfoura) from Kferdlaos (Died in
anan

7:00pm 40 Day Mass Sassil Hanna Lahoud from Kfersghab

Thursday 18 March
6:00pm Fouad Zayter Zaydan from Ksaybet el Matn - father of
Mrs May wife of Pierre Massoud (Died in Lebanon)

Friday 19 March: Feast of Saint Joseph . .

8:30am Rosary, Litany, Procession and Mass for the intention of

the families

5:30pm Prayers to 5t Joseph followed by The Stations of the

Cross, Evening Prayers and Ziyeh (Ar)

{SE m The Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers and Ziyeh
ng

Saturday 20 March
E:Ill:ﬂpm 40 Day Mass George Antonios Chams Taouk from
Bcharre

Sunday 21 March: Sunday of the Blind (Mother’s Day In Leb)
9:30am 40 Day Mass Mehssen Badwi Abboud from Asnoun
11:00am Mass for the living, sick and departed of Mazreet el
Nahr in the occation of the feast of St Joseph

5:00pm 40 Day Mass Damia Sarkis Fadel widow of the late
Hamid Iskandar Maawad from Zgharta

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON
FRESENTATIVES

1 he Year of Saint Joseph

Sloseph... do not be afrald” Matt 121

Every 19th of the Month, 8:30am

Rosary, Litany and Procession
of 5t Joseph Followed by Mass

Everyday during Lent
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Rosary, Litany ?nm' i

-4 11 ‘cm of St Joseph
Fallowed By Me i

Every Monday

Every Tuesday

2" Arabic Bible*Study

ST JOSEPH: THE SILENT SAINT

Every Second Wednesday &00pm

English Bible*Study"

Men want to be like him,
Women want a Man like him.

Every Thursday

Adoration & Confessions

WEDMNESDAY 17TH MARCH | 8PM

Every Friday

OLOL HARRIS PARE - RECREATION ROOM

FTH o FIRE PRESENTED BY FR YOUSSEF MATTA

stations of the ning Prayer
orafion of th Confessions
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: [A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan, Saed Bou Nasr & His wife Wardieh (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F)
(G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad,
Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad, Tony Haddad & Jimmy Haddad (1) () Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph & Family, Maurice Joseph (K)
Tanios Elias Kazzi Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair {L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the
. Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Antoine Makdissi & his son Tony Makdissi (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R)
~ lamil & Labibe Roumanus, Rizk Family [S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Emil Saad,

2 ::ia}ba Family [T) Tanna Family (U} [V} (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi
ra
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