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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he
had and travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered
his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began
to be in need. 5o he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the
pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, 'How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread encugh and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! |
will get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.” 50 he set off and went to his father. But while he was still
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran
and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to
him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his
slaves, "Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — and put it on
him; d|:u,11: a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!" And
they began to celebrate. “Now his elder son was in the field; and
when he came and approached the house, he heard music and
dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was goin

on. He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has kille

the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then
he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For
all these years | have been working like a slave for you, and | have
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!" Then
the father said to him, *Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Examine yourselves to see
whether you are living in the faith. Test
yourselves. Do you not realise that Jesus Christ
is in you? — unless, indeed, you fail to meet
the test! | hope you will find out that we have
not failed. But we pray to God that you may not
do anything wrong — not that we may appear
to have met the test, but that you may do what
is right, though we may seem to have failed.
For we cannot do anything against the truth,
but only for the truth. For we rejoice when we
are weak and you are strong. This is what we
pray for, that you may become perfect. 5o |
write these things while | am away from you,
so that when | come, | may not have to be
severe in using the authority that the Lord has
given me for building up and not for tearing
down. Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell.
Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree
with one another, live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you. Greet one
another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you, The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.

07th MARCH 2021
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SUNDAY OF THE
PRODIGAL SON

Always live under the eyes of
the Good Shepherd, and you
will walk unharmed through
evil pastures.

St. Padre Pio

PRAYER

Dear Lord, As we continue
through this season of Lent,
may Your Spirit dwell within
us and renew our hearts. We
ask that You lead us always
on the right path to holiness
so we may one day return
home to Our Father in

has been found.’ Lk 15:11-32 2Cor 13:5-13 heaven. Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD

in Christ,
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THE PRODIGAL SON

The greatest parable of a father and two sons greets us this
Sunday. A story of totally unanticipated generous all-out
forgiveness by the father.

The parable commences with the younger son asking for his
share of the property. Now he is not entitled to any property until
h‘lshia:h$r’s eath. So why is he getting what he does not have a
right to

If we imagine the scene there would have been a great deal of
vocal discussion about the matter and very likely the father and
both sons would have weighed in on the debate. There would
have been objections, pleadings, arguments and raised voices,
because no one wants to risk losing an inheritance! We can be
sure the father and the elder son would not have made light
matter of the request.

So, what everyone dreaded, indeed took place. The inheritance
was lost, and the young son shamed the family honour. Yet what
is alarming is that the father opens his arms, runs up to embrace
his son and welcomes him home!

Children will make impetuous decisions, behave recklessly, will
turn a deaf ear to advice, will stubbornly persist in wrong-doing.
Even the father in this parable (who represents God) cannot stop
his youngest child from making a mess of things. But what
matters is that the father, God, waits and hopes and always
welcomes home.

Children will make choices that will sadden their parents’ hearts,
but as parents, the only response is to forgive, to open your arms
and hearts and welcome them home. With love and time,
children will grow to be much more wiser and much more patient
and much more forgiving with others, if they too have
experienced forgiveness. Remember we all made mistakes, but
God gives us another chance. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

The Three Gifts of Filiation

In doing so, the father restored his son’s filiation because these
three gifts signify dignity, trust and continuity. They are the three
gifts of filiation that we also have received in baptism which has
made us children of the Heavenly Father. We have also received
the gifts of filiation by belonging to our own families and to our
parish. Are we activating these gifts in our daily lives?

The Pastoral Council, who is activating along with all the other
committees the gifts of filiation and belonging, met last week and
chose our parish theme for this year’s Holy Week and
Resurrection. The theme is “O Creator of Life, you have saved us by
your passion and have given us life by your resurrection.” | would
like to thank the council members for their ongoing generosity and
for offering their time and talents to the parish.

On another note, regarding the installation of air conditioners (AC)
in the Church, | would like to assure you that the Stewardship
Committee has not forgotten this matter and is working on
securing the cost. As you know, our church is different to other
churches in shape and size. To be efficient, the AC system will be
expensive. When the amount is available, we will install the AC.

Finally, do not forget to keep helping your families in Lebanon,
whether by supporting them directly or through initiatives
undertaken by the parish and the eparchy.

Father Tony Sarkis

"Force yourself, if necessary, always to
forgive QV! who offend you, from the
very fir\;*'" moment. For the greatest
injury or offence that you can suffer:

from them is as nothing compared with

what God has Pﬂr‘daned'- Lok e

St Josemaria Escriva - The Way




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

One of the most beautiful titles given to the Gospel is the Gospel
of Mercy. The best illustration of this gospel of mercy we find, is in
the parable of the Prodigal Son. It reveals to us the dignity of the
human being and how it can be lost because of sin which drives us
away from God. At the same time, it explains how we can get that
dignity back by returning to God with a contrite heart, where God
in his endless mercy will reconcile us to himself and clothe us with
the robe of his beloved children. This is a message for all of us
during Lent about the three dimensions of reconciliation: with
God, with our neighbour and with ourselves.

This parable also carries for us a great message of hope, for who
among us has not forgotten his or her Father in heaven? And who
among us does not yearn to return to Him and be welcomed by
Him, and acknowledged as His own child?

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us of a man who has two sons. The
younger son takes his share of his father’s estate and goes away,
but the elder son remains with his father, and works on his estate.
The climax of the son's story comes when, according to the
original text, the son “came to himself”. This statement tells us
that the younger son had lost his soul, and had forgotten who he
was, where he had come from, and who he belonged to. Then the
son, now remembering and aware of his true situation, returned
to his father seeking forgiveness. It is also central to understanding
this parable that the son said: “Father, | have sinned against
heaven and against you." That is, he confessed his sins and how he
had offended his father. This lesson of confession is a very
important one for us in this Season of Lent.

SENIORS CORNER

Of course, his father accepted his repentance. The father had
been watching for his son to return. We can all be sure that if
only we return to God, if we “come to ourselves,” if we
acknowledge our sin, and promise only to repent, God will
accept us back as surely as the good father in this parable.

However, powerful as that is, the story does not end here. The
older brother became so angry when he heard what had
happened to his younger brother, that he refused to enter his
father’s house. His father came out to meet him, as well, just as
he had done for the younger son. This is above all a story of
how we must never yield to jealousy. We must never compare
ourselves to others and complain that they do not deserve
merciful treatment from God. More than that, we must even be
happy that they have returned to God. God the father has more
than enough for all of us. We can never come to the end of his
goodness. God's goodness is infinite. He can satisfy all of us,
without ceasing, for all time,

So in this Season of Lent, let us keep our eyes firmly fixed on the
Father and His boundless grace and mercy. | think it is a good
day for all of us to say, "l shall get up and go to my Father, and
humbly present myself before Him."

KIDS CORNER

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The grace and blessings be upon us all, dear brothers and sisters in this

Holy season of Lent .

The Senior's Committee with our spiritual leader Father Youwakim had
the privilege of spending a most rewarding, spiritually and prayerful

retreat with Father Danny at 5t loseph's Church.

We have dearly missed our precious seniors and with the restrictions
easing we wait patiently with God' grace to meet up with our seniors

again.

We wish everyone a Holy and prosperous season.

THE PRODIGAL SON

Lead the son to his loving father
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PARISH CAMERA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2399

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 28/02/2021
Plates: 517,16350 |  Donations: 53,500 |
PARISH LOANS
CYPC: 54,015,000

UNITS: $1,283,395.04

Candles: 51,410.05

LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $22,600
UNITS: $11,118




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 7 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son

8:00am Sodality Mass.

9:30am 40 Day Sonia Maroun Moussa from Bouar widow of the late Aad Elkari
from Kob Elias.

11:00am Samir Khalil Jebrine fram Bnachii (died in Lebanon).

2:00pm Jean Jack Kabehi from Zgharta (did in Lebanon).

5:00pm 40 Day Souad Mansour widow of the late Ghsoub Bou Merhi
from Zghartaghrin.

Monday 8 March:

10:30am Funeral Therese Boutros El Khoury from Sebhel, Condolences
will be held on Sunday 7 March from &-9PM in Seniors Room.

6:00pm Wardeh Melhem Mghayzel from Mjaydel, widow of the late Gergi
Yaacoub from Aktanik (died in Lebanon).

7:30pm Tony Gerges Marroun and his Mother Kamra Farid BouDib Marroun
from Ardeh (died in Lebanon).

Tuesday 9 March: The 40 Martyrs

6:00pm Hend Mtanios Maroun Boutros from Karm El Mohr (died in Lebanon).

7:30pm Berlin Nayef Rizk widow of the late John Ibrahim Kassis from Kfarsghab
{died in America).

Wednesday 10 March:
7:00pm One year Dorris Coorey widow of the late Louis Boutros Hanna from
Kfarsghab.

Thursday 11 March:
6:00pm Anisa Tannous El Dik from Ain Ebel (died in Lebanon).

Friday 12 March: Masses: 7 & 9 AM
6:00pm Stations of the Cross (Arabic).
2:00pm Stations of the Cross (English).

Saturday 13 March:
4:00pm One year Maurice Takchi from Blouza.
6:00pm One year Otour Widow of the late Kalim Antoun from Zghartaghrin.

Sunday 14 March: Sunday of the Paralytic

B:00am One year Estephan Rahme from Becharré.
11:00am 40 Day Allen Sahyoun from Kfarfou.

5:00pm 40 Day Jamil Antoun Hayek from Miniara - Akar.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Every Monday

Every Tuesday

?:3:! pm

Every Second Wednesday &00pm

Mastering the Interior Life: Evéiy Thirsday

Lessons from St. Joseph”

Collaroy Centre
22 Homesteod Ave, Callaroy
Morch 12-14
180 per person

Every Friday

Faith Talks - Adoratisn.» Reoonliton.« Litury  Fellwship

oieph...

Every |9th of the Month, 8:30am

Rosary, Litany and Procession
of 5t Joseph Followed by Mass

o y
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The Year of Saint Joseph
do not be afraid™ Matt 1:21
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
\ especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (1) (J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh loseph & Family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Ibrahim Khoudair & his wife Layla,
Bakhos Khoudair & John Kaawe (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family,
Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa {N) (O0) (P) (@) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen,
Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X} (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr
Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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