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Yet she was determined
still, so she touched the
cloak of Christ and his love
embraced her faith. She
obtained a cure at last
Maronite Liturgy

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for
they were all waiting for him. And a man named Jairus,
an official of the sgrnagngue, came forward. He fell at the
feet of Jesus and begged him to come to his house,
because he had an only daughter, about twelve years
old, and she was dying. As he went, the crowds almost
crushed him. And a woman afflicted with hemorrhages
for twelve years, who (had spent her whole livelihood
on doctors andf was unable to be cured by anyone,
came up behind him and touched the tassel on his
cloak. Immediately her bleeding stopped. Jesus then
asked, "Who touched me?" While all were denying it,

Peter said, "Master, the crowds are pushing and
pressing in upon you." But Jesus said, "Someone has
touched me; for | know that power has gone out from

me." When the woman realized that she had not
escaped notice, she came forward trembling. Fallin
down before him, she explained in the presence of a
the people why she had touched him and how she had
been healed immediately. He said to her, "Daughter,
your faith has saved 'ynu; go in peace." While he was still
speaking, someone from the synagogue official’s house
arrived and said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble
the teacher any longer.” On hearing this, Jlesus
answered him, "Do not be afraid; just have faith and she
will be saved." When he arrived at the house he allowed
no one to enter with him except Peter and John and
James, and the child's father and mother. All were
weeping and mourning for her, when he said, "Do not
weep any longer, for she is not dead, but s!eepinﬁ," And
they ridiculed him, because they knew that she was
dead. But he took her by the hand and called to her,
"Child, arise!" Her breath returned and she immediately
arose. He then directed that she should be given
something to eat. Her parents were astounded, and he
instructed them to tell no one what had happened

THE EPISTLE

| have great confidence in you, | have great
pride in you; | am filled with encouragement, |
am overflowing with joy all the more because
of all our affliction. For even when we came
into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we
were afflicted in every way--external conflicts,
internal fears. But God, who encourages the
downcast, encouraged us by the arrival of
Titus, and not only by his arrival but also by the
encouragement with which he was
encouraged in regard to you, as he told us of
your yearning, your lament, your zeal for me,
so that | rejoiced even more. For even if |
saddened you by my letter, | do not regret it;
and if | did regret it (for) | see that that letter
saddened you, if only for a while), | rejoice
now, not because you were saddened, but
because you were saddened into repentance;
for you were saddened in a godly way, so that
you did not suffer loss in anything because of
us. For godly sorrow produces a salutary
repentance without regret, but worldly sorrow
produces death. For behold what earnestness
this godly sorrow has produced for you, as well
as readiness for a defense, and indignation,
and fear, and vyearning, and zeal, and
punishment. In every way you have shown
yourselves to be innocent in the matter.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus Heavenly
Physician, the devistating
effect of sin can leave us
hopeless, outcast and
drained of any sense of
hope. Give to us the faith of
the haemmorhaging woman
who by only touching the
fringe of your cloak was
healed. Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD ™~

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we begin the third week of the Season of the Great Lent, we
find ourselves this Sunday before another scene of the infinite
mercy of God in our lives. Today's Gospel tells us the story of the
encounter of the haemorrhaging woman with the Lord (Luke
8:40-56).

The whole neighbourhood was abuzz with Jesus and the crowds
were pressing in on him, with some pushing him here and others
pulling him there, but the woman was not bothering him at all!
He had healed so many before her with just one word, touch or
look, but to this woman, he did not even say a word, he did not
touch her or even see her! Rather, it was her who said so many
things to him in her prayerful heart! It was her who overwhelmed
him with her trust! It was her who saw his glory passing before
her own eyes and believed in him! She only had to crawl to him,
drawing her sick body on the dirt and extending her hand as
much as she could reach until she was able to touch the fringe of
his cloak. And the miracle occurred!

The haemorrhaging woman is a teacher! We do not know her
name, but she did not remain anonymous for sure. Every
physician had seen her before, touched her or spoken with her at
length, but her haemorrhaging never ceased. Yet with the Lord, it
only took one touch to be healed! That-was certainly not a stray
touch, but the outcome of t virtues that she was holding
deep into her heart, d;?pgﬁ:: weakness and frailty of her
fragile body because of Her chronic haemorrhaging. They are the
three components of hope: perseverance, hi{s\nltrust in the

Lord. She had been'in pain for twelve years, but she never yielded
to despair. Rather, hope remained alive.in her. She persevered in

her guest for a cure, believed that the“lord can heal her and
trusted that only one touch of his cloak is enough to make her

well again.

HAEMORRHAGING WOMAN

In this Sunday’s Gospel passage two stories are intertwined into
one and a great deal of movement takes place.

Jesus focuses on the haemorrhaging woman and the

Lwelue—vear—cld girl, but let us take notice of the wider scene. We
ave:

* Crowds welcoming Jesus (v40)

* Jairus coming forward (V41)

* Crowds almost crushing Jesus (v42)

* Haemorrhaging woman approaching from behind and touching

his cloak (v44)

E- Pe;er commenting that crowds are pushing and pressing in
vi5

 Jesus allowing no one to enter except, Peter, James, and John

(v51)

* Jesus taking the girl by the hand (v54)

Jesus is a person with intense focus. He is not swayed by crowds,
popularity, or adulations. Jesus remains attentive to the needs of
others and his focus cannot be swayed.

Amid the noise and clamour, the crowding and shoving, Jesus
hears and recognises the cast down, the ones who shy away,
including the haemorrhaging woman and Jairus’ plea. Jesus
attention is not diverted by crowds. Instead he has come to raise
the lowly and nothing will deter him from his ministry.

It is an important lesson for us to learn in this fast-paced world.
Can we hear the cry of the poor? Can we see the needs of those
who are hidden from public view? Can we remain faithful to our
ministry of service and not be swayed by popularity and loud
voices? Who and what are we faithfully committed to, as we go
through life? Amen

Sr Marga ret Ghosn

he Three Components of Hope

- -

The Lord is teaching us another lesson'in Divine Mercy at the

hands of this teacher. Where is hope in today’s world and where
are the components of hope in our lives as baptised people? How
do we pray? With trust, faith and perseverance? Or are we
perhaps treating Gad in the same way the crowds were treating

Jesus, by pressing in on him with our concerns and pushing him in

every direction?

When | look at our parigh, | finda joyful answer! Thanks be to God,
hope is well and alive in this parish, with all its components! All the
committees have now resumed their activities at full capacity,
transforming the parish into a hive. The Men's Faith Formation
held its talk on Monday while all the other committees were also
holding their activities throughout the week. Thanks be to God for
all of you, and | urge you to continue the good work that you are
doing and to make your Lenten journey a holy one, Even if you fall,
rise again and continue your journey; the grace is awaiting you.

Because hope is alive in us, our parish has been able to meet its

target to help our brothers and sisters in Lebanon. Hence, we have

now sponsored 100 families there for a full year. This is all thanks
to you. Thank you so much for the hope that lives in your hearts, a
hope that you have translated into this achievement with
perseverance, faith and trust in God’s love for us. You have
extended your hands, as much as you could, like the
haemorrhaging woman, and touched lJesus through his little
brothers and sisters in Lebanon. The miracle must then follow!

And here is the miracle, the components of hope that lives in you!

Father Tony Sarkis

FACES OF OLOL - MAYLIZ BOUMANSOUR

What is your role and how long have you
been serving in our parish?

I've been the Media Liason for the Maronite
Youth Organisation (MYO), and part of the
OLOL Media Team for nearly 2 years now!
These roles involve responsibilities such as
conducting the livestreams for our parish
(especially during lockdown) and making
flyers for upcoming youth events!

What inspired you to want to join your
committee and what advice would you give to others wanting to
join our parish committees?

Seeing the friendships people had formed through the youth and
through the youth committee had encouraged me to attend the
committee elections in 2019. | honestly wasn't expecting to be
nominated, let alone elected! The friendships and the bonds you
create by working closely as a team is something | had never
imagined doing, but so grateful that | am. Being part of the MYO
has given me so many opportunities to learn new skills as you're
exposed to so many different experiences. Volunteering for OLOL
also means spending a lot of time with people that are
like-minded in terms of their faith. You can learn so much from the
conversations you have with the different people you meet! | feel
so blessed to be a part of this team, and | highly recommend
anyone who has any fears, to take the opportunities as they come!
We are so blessed to have such a warm and welcoming
community at OLOL, and being a part of that community, is
something | hold close to my heart, and I'm sure many others feel
the same. Our Lady of Lebanon is, and always will be our home!



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are continuing in the Season of Lent, and together with our
works of penance and charity, we are pondering the teachings and
miracles of the Lord. The Gospel for this Sunday blends two
accounts together.

The Gospel account tells us that crowds were waiting to welcome
lesus when He returned from travelling around Galilee,
performing many wonders. As Jesus is walking, a man named
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, fell down at His feet and begged
Him to come to his house, which is a very powerful sign of
humility. This man had an only daughter, of about twelve years of
age, who was dying.

As lesus was going to Jairus’ house, the crowds were all around
Him. This gave the opportunity for a woman, who had suffered
from a flow of blood for twelve years, to approach Christ through
the crowd. A bleeding woman was not supposed to be in public:
like the leper we heard about last Sunday, she was unclean and all
who came into contact with her were made unclean. But this poor
woman was desperate. She came from behind, and touched the
edge of lesus' robe. The moment she did so, her flow of blood
stopped. Jesus felt a power leaving Him and upon asking the
crowd, the woman came forward and admitted that she had
touched the Lord. Upon witnessing her faith, Christ said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”

At that moment, news came that lairus’ daughter had died.
However, the Lord said: “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be
saved.” When He arrived, the people there laughed because the
girl had already died. But the Lord made these scornful people
leave His presence, then He took the child by the hand — again a
defiance of the purity laws, because a corpse was unclean - and He
said “Child, get up!” We are told that her spirit returned, and she

COME ALIVE CORNER

Lord, have mercy on us and save us.

Ocean of compassion and Fountain of mercy,
grant us to live according to your commandments.
Then, defended by your right hand and protected
by your mercy, we shall repent of our sins

and atone for them by fasting and prayer.

Grant us fruitful work in the mission of the gospel,
the good news that brings joy to the world,

We shall glorify you by our works and praise you,
now and for ever. Amen.

Dear come alive as we continue our journey of lent, | pray you are all
growing spiritually and learning that we are made to be in full control of
our bodies and lives. | pray that as we continue this blessed time of lent,
that we are attempting to pray more and continuing with our almsgiving.

Remember that all these must start in our homes and with our families,

By being unafraid of those who were unclean like lepers, the
bleeding, and even the dead, Our Lord showed that He was
infinite in purity, and could not be tarnished. He also showed
that He was God, the source of holiness, by curing these
people. But there is another important lesson in all this: the
power of holiness was not automatic, like some sort of magic.
Many people were touching the Lord, but this woman was
cured, because she had faith. Many people died in Israel, but
this girl was restored because of the faith of her father.

From now on, it is not ritual cleanliness or uncleanness which
counted for holiness, but rather faith in Jesus, It is the
encounter with Jesus that can heal us in body and in spirit. It is
the encounter of the human faith with the healing power of
God. However, if we doubt God similar to those who were
mockingly disbelieving at Jairus' house, we should remember,
that they were made to leave the presence of the Lord.

In this Season of Lent, as we do penance for our sins, and
prepare for the Resurrection, let us bear at the forefront of our
minds that this is the choice we too have to make. Will we be
among those many who do not believe, and must go outside, or
will we be among those few who do have faith, and are
admitted into the life-giving presence of the Lord? The choice is
ours, today, and each day of our lives.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

There's Power in a Touch

Complete the senlencas by filing in the blanks with the comect words
from the word bank at the botiom of he page

Anda_ __ wasthere who had been subject to bleeding for twehe
years. She had suffered a great deal under the care of many

and had spent allshe had, yetinstead of getting better she
grew . When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him
inthecrowd andtouched his . bacause she thought. "If| just
touch his clothes, | will be " Immediataly har

stopped and she feltin her body that she was freed from her

Atonce Jesus realized that had gone gut from him. He
turned around in the crowd and asked, "Wheo touched my clothes?”

"You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, "and
yatyoucanask,'Who me? "

But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman,
knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and,
trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. He said to her, "Daughter,
your ____ has healed you. Goin peace and be freed from your
suffering.”

then it is possible to bring Christ to all those that we meet and encounter.

Wishing you and your families and blessed and holy Lenten journey.

Joey Khoury

Mark 5:25-34 (NIV)

cloak
bladng

Worse
[l

wWoman
faraled

suffanng
fouchaed
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faith
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PARISH CAMERA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 21/02/2021
Plates: 520,878.95 | Donations: 53,300 |  Candles: 51,019.20

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: 54,015,000 CYPC: 522,600

UNITS: §1,295,251 UNITS: 511,118




PARISH NOTICE BOARD
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Monday 1 March:
6.00pm Rosa Gebrael Ghabash widow of the late Hanna Wardan
Raffoul from Harf Miziara (died in Lebanon).
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6.00pm Hamid Semaan Costantine from Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon). sy .-.u:,jgll
Wednesday 3 March: gl 12l e Ll A8 V1T
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Karm Saddeh (died in Lebanon).

Friday 5 March: Masses: 7 & 9 AM Lo BRI R
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8.00pm Stations of the Cross (English). () Z Ly elsall Ba cudeall iyt Blana Ae
Saturday 6 March: TN Gl
6.00pm 40 Day Charbel Boustani from Jieh. F i e
7.30pm Michel Hanna Chebat (died in Sth America). o ¢ o “l'luf-"" ?Pf‘ﬂ Hmd e
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Everyday during Lent 1215 pa

A\n Every 19th of the Month |&300s
VOUT

MYO Lelllen ' Every Monday 730 pa

KM Every Tuesday 730 pa

Every Second Wednesday 800pa
"Mastering the Interior Life:

Every Thursday
Lessons from St. foseph”
Every Friday
Collaroy Centre
tyd 22 Homesteod Ave, Colioray
L Morch 12-14

i $180 per person
u fﬂ'ﬂfﬂt[ a“th'E_].fﬂﬂ e E-.=.-'.':_-"'.“'."\..::::..:'
IRNE 0402 210 448

Faith Talks - Adoration. ecancil 'ifiurgg-}_diﬁmﬂu;o The Year of Saint Joseph

Uoseph... do not b afraid™ Matt 1:21

Every |9th of the Month, 8:30am

Rosary, Litany and Procession
of 5t Joseph Followed by Mass
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Lerd, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely In Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All
the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Mkhael & Maria Abdelahad
& their children, Elias & Hawa Abou Chedid & Family, Saliba & Laurice Abdelahad, Mkhael & Maria, Antoun & Evelyn, Saliba Abdelahad, Mkhael & Maria
Abdelahad & the deceased of their family (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) Mansor & Warde Daher (E) Matthew Essey, Azar Estephan, Elias Family [F) Frangi Family
{G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha lamil Haddad, Hanna & Fadwa Hawach, Tannous
& lamilie Hawach & their family, Gerges , Josephine, Marroun Elias Harb, Harb Family, Hanna & Fadwa Hawach, Tannous & lamileh Hawach & the deceased of
their family Anis & Maureen Jamil Haddad (I} Youssef & Antonios, lbrahim, Alia, Wadad, Sarah, Timon Ibrahim, Ayoub & Miryana lbrahim, Deceased from Ibrahim
{1} (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi Family Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Boutros & Maroun Dib Stuart Karkar (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Marcon, Anthony Mamah Moses &
Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Francis Moussa, Youssef Moussa & his sons & brother, Badwe & Saada Mouawad
& Family, Saada & Badwe Mawad & the deceased of their family (N} Nakhoul Habib Family, Evelyn & Boutros Naoum, Tador Nacum & his family, Nakhoul Habib's
family (O] (P) (@) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5} Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenmy Sabat Family Marco Hanna Sarkis,
Marce Sarkis (T) (U} [V) (W] Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) [¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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