OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL
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In the morning, while it was still very dark, lesus got
up and went out to a deserted place, and there he
prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for
him. When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you." He answered, “Let us
go on to the neighbouring towns, so that | may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what |
came out to do." And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and
casting out demons. A leper came to him begging
him, and kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched
out his hand and touched him, and said to him, "l do
choose. Be made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left
him, and he was made clean. After sternly warning
him he sent him away at once, saying to him, “See
that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself
to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.” But he went
out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the
word, so that lesus could no longer go into a town
openly, but stayed out in the country; and people
came to him from every quarter.

Mk 1: 35-45

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Do not let sin exercise
dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you
obey their passions. No longer #)remnt your
members to sin as instruments of wickedness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have
been brought from death to life, and present
your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over
you, since you are not under law but under grace.
What then? Should we sin because we are not
under law but under grace? By no means! Do you
not know that if you present yourselves to
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the
one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to
death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God that you,
having once been slaves of sin, have become
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching
to which you were entrusted, and that you,
having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness. | am speaking in human
terms because of your natural limitations. For
just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves
to righteousness for sanctification. When you
were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. 50 what advantage did you then
get from the things of which you now are
ashamed? The end of those things is death. But
now that you have been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is
sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the
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SUNDAY OF THE
LEPER

Like drops of rain, Christ’s
compassion poured down on
him and filled his soul and
his body with healing grace
Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, in this season of
Lent, help me to recognise
my own leprosy so | may
have the courage to come to
You for healing and mercy.

Amen.

wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Rom 6: 12-23
el ol SEE e Fr Tony Sarkis {Doan): 0433 211 248
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES Rosary: y Sar - Parish Office: 9589 2899
BUOCE et e on T T e IS i 10550 £ Cyongons
o A g R i B:308m [Arabic) Fr lohn-Paul Bassli 0401 545 454 Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
am {Arabic) . Teem (English) Fr Yousse! Matta 0427 922 092 Saturday 9am - 1 pm
Tam, A
S [ ) e Enioh voutn ) Divine Morey followed by Rosary Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
11am (Ar/Eng) : Fri T30 pen r Bernard Assl 0411 311 807 :
5pm (Ar/Eng) T lifetun Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258 Tl Sous 2o
7pm (English) CONFESSIONS Thursdays 8 pn - 9 pm Pybink dumilniode H10 D8 ey
B et Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 863 Website: www.ololorgau
Live Streaming Through Soclal By appaintmen 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the  Dpacon Ron Hassaratl 0403 504 384
Medla o vrsehdays month from 9:30am -Sat :30am  Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 235



THE SERVANTS WORD ™

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we enter the second week of the Season of Great Lent, we
learn on the Sunday of the Healing of the Lepper a good lesson in
faith from the man who was suffering from leprosy. He was
outcast because of his illness and was living in a miserable
isolation. Yet, he did not impose himself upon the Lord when he
saw Him. Rather, he came to Jesus with humility and pleaded
with Him to be healed, if it was really His will! His famous phrase
is still resonating every day in our faith journey: "if you are willing,
you can cleanse me!” (Mark 1:40).
ri

Despite suffering from illness and isolation, the leper did not
forget that ultimately, everything is subject to the will of God, so
he won favour in the eyes of the Lord who had compassion on
him and replied with an even stronger statement since no one
can be more generous than our God: I am willing, be cleansed!”
(Mark 1:41).

The faith of the leper in Jesus took away his fear and removed the
barrier that separated him from people. He then approached the
Lord with courage as he knew that He was the true healer of
every sickness, a companion for everyone living in isolation, the
one who dispels fear and forgives sins regardless of how grave
they might be. Our world is in dire need of the faith, courage and
humility of this leper so it can be healed from its own leprosy. Our
Lord is ready to dispel fear from our hearts and to cleanse us from
the leprosy of our sin, but do we havethe same faith as the leper?
Do we have his courage and_hamility to say: “if you are willing,
you can cleanse us"?

Perhaps the worst form of leprosy in our world today is the
sorrow, anxiety and fear that we are witnessing everywhere
towards the uncertainty of our time."In his Lenten-letter, Pope
Francis calls us to fast from pessimism;worries and fear, and
replace them with hope, gratitude andMGnd. Isn’t this
what the leper did? Is it difficult for us to do th Hrne?

THE LEPER

This Sunday’s Gospel passage challenges our response to those
less fortunate than ourselves. We are called to offer love to even
the very least.

A leper approaches Jesus kneeling and begging. Lepers were
disfigured, with rotten flesh, putrid smelling, living in poverty and
not a sight for sore eyes. Imagine such a person, or any person
who has been so degraded by circumstances of life, someone
dishevelled, disorientated, addicted, approaching you . . .

We read Jesus' response that he was ‘moved with pity’ (v41).
Jesus then stretches out his hand and touches the leper. And that
is why we accept Jesus as our God because he is the one who
overcomes all forms of discrimination and fearlessly offers
unconditional love.

If we look at ourselves, | do not think our response to a beggar is
so generous. Yes, we may at times ‘feel sorry” for them, maybe
rummaging for spare change to give them, but that is as far as it
goes. There is a fear, a disdain, a disgust, or a sense of
incompetence in us, when confronted by someone that demands
more of us than we are prepared to give. What is it that prevents
us from reaching out in love to another? It is something we need
to think deeply about.

So we pray, Jesus of compassion, give us the courage to look into
the face of the other, the compassion to stretch out our hand in
love, and the voice to speak words of hope. May we become a
person of comfort to each person we encounter. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Only Him can heal us from the leprosy of our sin

How wonderful this word is, gratitude! When was the last time we
showed our gratitude to the Lord and said to Him: manoonak...
mamnoon!

Lord, mamnoonak far everything, especially for Saint Joseph to
whom our year is cansecrated. On Friday 19 February, we
launched the first day of the monthly consecration to Saint Joseph
with the rosary and mass forthe intention of the Church. Our next
Saint Joseph day will be held on19 March for families, then on 19
April for the civil leaders, 19 May ront line workers, 19 June for
teachers, 19 July for the clergy, 19 August for married couples, 19
September for fathers, 19 October for the sick, 19 November for
the faithful depaﬂecf and 19 December for immigrants and
travellers. | encourage you all to come to the church on the 19th of
each month to participate in the rosary of Saint Joseph at 8.30 am,
followed by mass.

Our Lenten journey is a rare opportunity to remove our leprosy of
sin. The priests are always available for confession. You can also
benefit from many spiritual activities. Every Monday at 7.30 pm,
there will be a spiritual night with Dr Andrew Wood, and this
Maonday the talk is on the Catechism of the Catholic Church. On
Tuesdays at 7.30 pm, bible study in Arabic with the Family of
Divine Word, on Thursdays 8pm adoration and on Fridays 6pm
stat:olpls of the cross and evening prayer in Arabic and at 8pm in
English.

They are all blessed opportunities that help us to come closer to
the Lord and to build an intimate relationship with him-so we can
live according to His will. When He sees in us His will, He says "l am
willing”! He then heals us from the leprosy of our sin.

Father Tony Sarkis

ST. POPE PAUL VI

But the loving gesture of Jesus who approaches
lepers, comforting and healing them has its full and
mysterious expression in the passion: martyred
and disfigured by the sweat of blood, by the
scourging, by the crowning of thorns, by the
crucifixion...he becomes the image and symbol of
these, as the prophet Isaiah had intuition,
contemplating the mystery of the Servant of the
Lord: "He has neither brightness nor presence."
despised, object of the abandonment of men ...
like the one whose face is turned away ... And we,
we considered him punished, smitten by God and
humiliated "( Is53, 2-4). But it is precisely from the
wounds of the martyred body of Jesus and the
power of his resurrection that life and hope spring
for all men stricken with evil and infirmities.

Homily 29/01/1978 during the 25th World Day of
Lepers



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday is the second Sunday of the Season of Lent and in our
liturgical calendar, it is the Sunday of the Leper. We mediate on a
teaching and a miracle of the Lord.

5t Mark tells us that Our Lord rose long before the dawn, and went
out to a solitary place in order to pray alone. This action itself tells
us something: if God the Son should feel so strongly the need to
pray, when He Himself was united with the Father, how much
more do we need prayer. After all, when we are caught up in the
world and in all our activities, we are unable to feel how far away
from God we are. Our Lord's example also shows us that it is a
good and necessary thing to sometimes pray alone. We know that
we should pray with others, both with the community when we
come to church, and in our families. But both are necessary:
prayer in a social setting, and prayer alone.

We are then told about a leper, who came to the Lord, and knelt
before Him. The leper was not allowed in public, and he had to
ring a bell to warn people to stay away. To kneel before the Lord,
the leper must have been a couragecus man, and known that
Jesus would not reject him, for he could have been in serious
trouble for breaking his quarantine, and presenting himself to a
man when he himself had that illness.

Then, the leper, with a powerful expression of faith, said: “If You
are willing, You can make me clean.” There is a lesson for us here:
we do not have to say to God “l want this,” or “| want that,” even if
it is for other people. We can instead make the leper’s prayer our
own, and address him saying: "If You are willing, You can do this
wonderful thing.” The emphasis of the prayer, and its feeling are
quite different when it begins by acknowledging the Will of God. 5t
Mark then tells us that Jesus was moved with compassion and
stretched out His hand and touched the leper, and said to him, “|
am willing to cure you; therefore, be cleansed.”

FAMILY CORNER

2020 saw many of our events and activities curtailed. As we head into this Jesus Heals a LEPEF
year with hope and lots of prayers, we have begun planning and
reinstating some of the things we so dearly missed throughout last year.

Friends, over the past year or so, many of us had to endure
guarantine periods or be isolated from loved ones, to prevent
the spread of COVID-19. COVID is certainly not leprosy, but the
Old Testament rules to prevent its spread are eerily similar to
rules we follow to prevent the coronavirus from spreading.
How many times have we felt alone, separated from loved
ones, unable to visit our elderly parents or sick family and
friends? In a strange way, then, the pandemic may have opened
our hearts to the plight of the leper whom we read about
today.

It is worth meditating upon this as we hear about Jesus, who
had time, despite his mission, to listen to and heal the leper,
who expressed profound and humble faith in the Lord. Jesus
did not recoil from sickness. Rather, He touched him and
showed His mercy, and through it, He taught us the value of
faith, humility, and courage. May we, especially during Lent,
not recoil from reaching out to those who need us in their
times of loneliness or illness, rather stretch out our hands and
show mercy and love towards them, helping Jesus in His
mission.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his

knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean.” Filled
with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched
the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!” Mark 1:40-41

With restrictions eased, we have recommenced the Men's and Women's
Faith Formation. These separate monthly sessions provide an open forum
for candid dialogue, interesting insights and great direction on growing in

Based on Mark 1:40-45
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In another year where our Faith is the one constant that can sustain us no VBTRTWEPSBENTHN
matter what is thrown our way, the family committee extends a big warm PERNYE & et DG U
welcome to any Men or Women interested in learning more about how to SNSUNLDNUGEQWOM
put our Faith into action each day. For parents, especially many of our LCPKEMIYBGQSNV)
Fathers who are time poor, it's a great way to ensure you are equipped to CCPNGLAYTEGTHUDO
deal with the challenges of educating your kids in our Faith. Remember VOO ELEANLDEDEKHN
what they say; ‘If we don't teach our children to follow CHRIST, the world ARCIOFHQEWNSI1EBA
will teach them not to'. And we've seen plenty of examples of this lately. OEWIWPPEKPLSRUVEK
Please SMS your details to 0420295014 if you'd like to learn more. HDDBFYLPRTALEKNE
MIMBYSI EOWIFQS S
MNext we move onto the popular brunches, Keep a lookout during the VPFRIESTFSPZPEWH
upcoming newsletters, mass announcements and through the Parish PZREORDDYDRHEROQF
social media websites for the event date. CTOUCHEDFMWNPPC

. . PECPLE LEPROSY NEWS CURED KNEES

The Family Committee | ciean TOUCHED  HAND PRIEST MAKE

TALK MAN BEGGED TOWN WILLING




PARISH CAMERA

Our Lady of L ebanon
Co-Cathedral

The Year of Saint Joseph
“loseph... do not be afraid” Matt 1:21

Every 19th of the Month, 8:30am

Rosary, Litany and Procession
of St Joseph Followed by Mass




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 21 February: Sunday of the Leper
8.00am One year Sajih Nassim Boutros from Tleil - Akkar.
9.30am Hanneh Jawad Ibrahim widow of the late Hanna
Aziz Saliba from Karm Saddeh (died in Lebanon).
11.00am One year Chafic Roumanos Ndaira from Zgharta.
5.00pm Rose Semaan Nehme widow of the late Youssef Khater
from Saghbine (died in Lebanon).
7.00pm Salim Toufic Madi from Rmeich (died in Lebanon).
Monday 22 February:
10.30am Funeral Brian Norman from Kfarsghab.
6.00pm Mario Michel Chaghoury from Miziara (died in Cotonou -
Africa).
Tuesday 23 February:

10.30am Funeral Hasna Jabbour Semaan Malkoun from Kfarsghab.

6.00pm 40 Day Henriette Daniel widow of the late Boutros Elhelou
from Haifa.
Wednesday 24 February:
10.30am Funeral Manneh Assaad Bechara widow of the late
Tannous Youssef Tannous from Karm el Mohr.
11.30am Sodality mass in Seniors Room followed by lenten
lunch in Recreation Room.
7.00pm Jamili Daniel Chalala wife of Daniel Sawma Elia from
hadath El Jebbeh (died in Lebanon).
Thursday 25 February:
6.00pm One year loseph Nayef Saleh from Bazoun.
Friday 26 February: Masses: 7 & 9 AM
6.00pm Stations of the Cross (Arabic).
8.00pm Stations of the Cross (English).
Saturday 27 February:
6.00pm 40 Day Wadih Chehade Keyrouz from Becharré.
Sunday 28 February: Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman
5.00pm Lolitta Chamel Hanna from Bkarzla wife of
Fernand Ferzan from Zouk (died in Lebanon).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Everyday during Lent

Every |94h of the Month m:

Every Monday

Every Tuesday

Every Second Wednesday &00ps

Every Thursday

Every Friday

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK
133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enguires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
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BE BRAVE AND SHAVE

MYO Lenten /S

astering the Interior Life:
Lessans from St joseph”
Codlaray Centre

22 Homestead Ave, Colionoy
March 12-14

£180 per person
Contact Ashiey on
- 0402 210 448

Fathe Talks - Adoration - Reconcdistion - Lilurgy - Fellowship

cut, volunteer,
donation!

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
& LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 14/02/2021
Plates: 517,143.20 |  Candles:52,574.75 |  Donations: 51,900

PARISH LOANS LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $4,015,000 CYPC: $22,600
UNITS: $1,295,251 UNITS: $11,118
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All
the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, All the Deceased from Aitou,
Said Asaad (B) Milian Bou Raidan, Roumanos Bechara & his wife & His son John Bechara (C) Nkoula & Jamile Chimoeil (D] Linda & Chemouni & Elias & Tannous
and all the deceased from Darybi, Deceased from Khoury & Chmouni & Slaiman family (E) Matthew Essey, Ethosn families [F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad
and their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef Habib (1) Youssef lshac, Raymond & Jamile |saac & family,
Ehalil Youssef lssa & family (1) Tony & Jamilie loseph, Youssef Gerges Jallis & family (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Charbel Khoury, Bassam
Ehoury (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family,
L. Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa, Eileen McGovern, Hugette & Jabbour Moussa, Julia and her parents Mama & Youssef Hanna Maroun & all their
= Deceased family (M} (O] (P) () (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Michael Rizk, Emil Rizk, Youssef & Waradaoun Rizk, Tony Rizk and all the deceased from his family

Lt (5] Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese 5assine & their Son Kenny , Rahib Saad & Jawhara, Nabil 5aad, Emile Saad, Tannous Saad, Sobhie & Eid Semaan
& Family, Emil Saad, Susie Sawaya (T) Bernadette Tanna, Tony Tannous, Kemil & Ghorra Tanna, Mountaha Halim Taouk (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe, Fouad
Wehbe, Mary Wehbe, Mourched Wehbe (X]) [Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi, Noel Younis (Z)
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