OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to
him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her,
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My
hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you." Now standing
there were six stone water jars for the lewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they
filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So
they took it. When the steward tasted the water that
had become wine, and did not know where it came
from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then
the inferior wine after the guests have become
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”
lesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee,
and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in
him. After this he went down to Capernaum with his
mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they
remained there a few days.

14th FEBRUARY 2021

-P"’\_H
*

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, | know and am persuaded
in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in
itself; but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it
unclean. If your brother or sister is being
injured by what you eat, you are no longer
walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause
the ruin of one for whom Christ died. 50 do not
let your good be spoken of as evil. For the
kingdom of God is not food and drink but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. The one who thus serves Christ is
acceptable to God and has human approval.
Let us then pursue what makes for peace and
for mutual upbuilding. Do not, for the sake of
food, destroy the work of God. Everything is
indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to make
others fall by what you eat; it is good not to eat
meat or drink wine or do anything that makes
your brother or sister stumble. The faith that
you have, have as your own conviction before
God. Blessed are those who have no reason to
condemn themselves because of what they
approve. But those who have doubts are
condemned if they eat, because they do not
act from faith; for whatever does not proceed
from faith is sin.
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T CANA SUNDAY:
ENTRANCE INTO
THE GREAT LENT

It is good to serve God in
darkness and trial! We have
. only this life to live by faith
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Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On Cana Sunday, we begin to journey into a new Season of our
holy Liturgical Seasons that our mother the Church has devised
for us to walk on the path of the Kingdom of God. The wedding at
Cana in Galilee is the door through which we enter the Great Lent
because our fasting is a wedding of faith, love, sacrifice, penance,
giving and joy. We start the Lent with a wedding sanctified by the
Lord’s presence and the inexhaustible wine of his love, and we
end it with a wedding cro)dned with the Lord's glory on the cross,
a glory that is most magnificently manifested in the resurrection.
If we do not know how to rejoice, toil, fast and sacrifice with him,
we will not know how to enjoy glory with him.

It is very important then to pay attention to three main things
during lent. First, fasting, abstinence and penance should not be
the source of sorrow but joy as they do not mean death but life.
Second, fasting is not an obligation that is imposed upon us, as we
have been freed by the blood of the Son. Rather, it is an act of
faith and communion with the Lord and with each other, carried
out willingly. Through fasting we hear the voice of our Mother
Mary asking us to do what Jesus tells us to so the jars of our lives
can be filled with his presence. Third, fasting is not old fashion but
a journey in which | can purify myself. The more | fast, the more
my path to heaven is paved with graces.

| encourage you to fasw;ertake acts of self-mortification.
On Ash Monday, let yodr ash on your forehead be a sign of

repentance and not just a drawing that is erased at the end of the
day. If | do not repent, my ash has no meaningll also encourage
you to participate in the spiritual events during lent,.especially in
the Way of the Cross and evening prayerevery Friday, at-6.00 pm
in Arabic or 8.00 pm in English. K

MIRACLE AT CANA

S0, we enter the Season of Lent with the Gospel passage about a
wedding and plenty of good wine. The water becomes wine and
our lives tog, over Lent, are to be richly transformed through our
commitment to Christ.

Mary said to Jesus the simple words, ‘They have no wine' (v3). So
much can be inferred from this statement. Maybe Mary was
expressing her embarrassment about the situation to her son
Jesus, but surely it was more than just that. Mary obviously
wanted Jesus to do something about it to avoid any shame for the
married couple. And Jesus does do something extraordinary. In
fact, he goes beyond anyone's wildest expectations. The lesson
for us — put all your troubles into God's hands, and things will turn
out for the better.

But let us go back to the situation. The wine is running out at the
wedding feast. Have we ever stopped to consider why? Here is a
bride and groom celebrating with family and friends but
obviously they do not have sufficient funds to ensure it is fully
catered. It is a circumstance many feel they are in.

Financial struggles are a reality. Every day issues are common.
Embarrassing situations happen. Struggling to meet the
expectations laid upon us can be stressful. We all know someone,
and maybe it is our very selves, who are unable to meet the
demands placed upon us. But do not be ashamed.

Today's Gospel teaches us there will always be someone to look
out for us as Mary did, and we can always trust that God will
remove our shame and shortcomings. So, this Lent offer your
needs to God and trust in God's generous mercy. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Our Ash Is Repentance And Our Lent is Joy

In addition, | would like.to remind you of our initiative for the Year
of Saint Joseph for which'aur parish adopted the theme of “do not
be afraid”. As mentiqhe eviously, there will be spiritual
activities on the 19th of each h to celebrate the life of this
great Saint. On this coming Friday 19 February, we will reflect on
Saint Joseph as the Patron Saint of the Church. The event starts
with the Rosary and reflections on the life of Saint Joseph at 8.20
am, followed by the Litany of Saint Joseph, then Mass at 9.00 am.

On the parish news, we farewelled this week one of our brother
priests, Father Bernard Assi who set out to live in a spiritual retreat
in a Sydney monastery, and experience a life of solitude and prayer
for the next six months. Father Bernard will be dearly missed. We
wish him all the best in his new journey and | ask you to keep him
and all the clergy of the parish in your prayer.

Finally, the NSW Government has eased the COVID restrictions
and allowed gatherings in greater numbers. As a result, we can
now fit 600 people in the Masses. But do not forget to keep the
social distancing rule and to follow all the instructions—of the
volunteers. Easing restrictions is another blessing as we start to
journey into Lent, the season of grace and joy. | wish you all a
blessed Lent that reflects our joy and hope in Christ.

Father Tony Sarkis

FACES OF OLOL - JOANNE ELIAS
What is your role and how long have you
been serving in our parish?

| wear many hats at OLOL, depending on
what time of the year it is. | was encouraged
to take part in the Youth Charitable initiatives
back in 2010 and | haven’t been able to leave
the Parish since. Over the years | have
assumed many different responsibilities.
Currently my roles include being the Co-Secretary for the
Pastoral Committee, one of the many Executive Advisors for the
OLOL Youth Committee, the Responsible Officer for the COVID-19
Team, and Fr Tony’s unofficial PA (that last one was a joke).

What inspired you to want to join the youth committee and
what advice would you give to others wanting to be part of the
youth activities?

| was inspired by my youth predecessors to take an active role in
the Youth Committee in 2013. In all honesty, it wasn't something
| had anticipated or wanted to do however, it became something
| couldn’t easily back away from. A wise Bishop once said,

“Our Lady came to serve, not to be served”. Though that Bishop
was referring to an incident with cake, those words have
resonated within me for most of my ministry. We are all called to
imitate the servitude of Mary to Our Lord. For me, Youth ministry
was how | was able to do that. My words of advice - Joining the
Youth isn’t about joining some prayer group. It is about joining a
family and community who actively supports one another in our
mission to ultimately become closer to Christ on our journey
towards heaven.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

After my appointment as the fourth bishop of the Eparchy of Saint
Maroun, Australia, in 2013, | announced a plan of pastoral and
missionary priorities for the seven years (2014-2020). Today, | look
back and contemplate what has been accomplished during these
seven blessed years, and what is still needed to work on in order to
complete. | am fully aware that when our goals were achieved, it
was not through our human powers alone, but rather, it was done
r?llvl.'ng above all on the grace of God, only seeking to do His will in
all things.

After much prayer, contemplation, consultation and listening to
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we have selected our priorities
for the coming 7 years. We are renewing our 4 basic priorities:
vocations, family, youth, and Maronite outreach, while adding to
them three new priorities: the Maronite liturgy, evangelisation
through media, and emerging social issues.

In respect of the first, vocations, we have now established a clear
and workable program to promote, nurture and sustain vocations.
Following the opening of our first seminary at 5t Maroun's
Cathedral in Redfern, and the commencement of a program of
formation for 3 young men, we look forward to welcoming more
vocations in the coming years.

Families are our second priority, and we aim to provide more
concrete services, programs and resources to help families, in
addition to programs for young couples.

Our third priority is the youth and we aim to re-energize the
Maronite Youth Diocesan Council after the challenges of 2020, and
continue bringing them together for a national youth convention,
so that our youth may feel their unity as Australian Maronites.

The Our Lady Aged Care Centre and the Wellness Centre bein
built in Harris Park give evidence of our commitment to the fourt
riority: emerging social issues, including care for the elderly and
‘or our brothers and sisters in need. To this end, we have also
launched Kadishat Affordable Housing to help provide housing
units at reduced rents, in conjunction with New South Wales

COME ALIVE CORNER

As we begin lessons and come alive for the new year,
I'd like to welcome back all our year elevens and year

Our Pastoral Priorities 2021-2027

Government’s housing programs. Under this priority, we also
continue to think and care for our brothers and sisters in need,
in Australia and beyond, especially in Lebanon. In recent years,
we have witnessed the work of Maronites on Mission, the
Maronite Catholic Society, and Heaven on Earth. The
dedication of these volunteers was shown in their care for the
poor, especially in Lebanon and Australia. We aim for our local
Maronite charitable organisations to develop a shared strategic
plan to organize their acts of mercy and charity.

Our fifth priority is Evangelisation. It is necessary to prepare a
specialized media team to forward the mission of
evangelization and discipleship through the media, particularly
through social media. It has also become necessary to devise a
religious education curriculum for Maronite students. This
curriculum will not only explain our liturgy, the lives of our
saints, our spirituality, and the history of our Church, it will also
answer urgent questions about our Maronite faith.

The Maronite Liturgy is our sixth priority. Over the coming
years, the work of the eparchial liturgical committee will focus
on developing translations of Maronite liturgies and texts as
well as collating the Maronite liturgical hymns into books. Our
Maronite liturgy is an integral part of our Maronite identity.

Over the last 7 years, we established 7 new parishes and mass
centres across Australia. We will continue our Maronite
Outreach Project, our seventh priority, by opening new
parishes, with plans for five new parishes, which we hope,
through the grace of God, we can establish in the next seven
years.

Booklets with more details and information about these
priorities will be available at your parish churches in the coming

days.

We ask the Holy Spirit to inspire us, and lead our Eparchy alnn%
the spiritual and apostolic path, to teach us how to take care o

the planted seeds, and to water them with the water of eternal
life, so that they may yield and give returns of thirty, sixty and a
hundredfold (Mark 4:20), as a testimony to God's kingdom on

our earth. Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
KIDS CORNER
The Wedding
at Cana

twelves, but also welcome to come alive our new year tens. | pray this

year, you will all continue to open your hearts and lives to Our Lord and to i
¥ % 4
give yourselves to His blessed mother. On behalf of your leaders were AB 4l A
super excited to have you all back as we all continue to grow in faith and kil S
love. Also another big welcome to our new Chaplain Fr Charbel Dib, we ODSRUBSWI UNG
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To our come alive parents, thank you for continuous support, | pray that MEEETTESHNLE
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up prayers for your teens as they grow up in a world that tends to be Find the ok
pushing a very negative agenda on us all, but especially young people of ﬁ:: VWeddng
thiS ﬁme‘. Servants
Vater

We as leaders work to allow your teens to have a home at Our lady of
Lebanon, the parish is theirs as much as it is all of ours. We pray that they
too one day will be the future leaders of our Parish, helping raise young
teens to achieve a pure love for God, their church and most of all their
Faith and lourneys to Heaven.

We look forward to seeing you all. If you ever have any concerns, please
do not be afraid to contact me Joseph Khoury (Teens Coordinator) or
Father Charbel (Teens Chaplain) to discuss whatever you need. We are
here to serve your teens and yourselves always.

Joey Khoury
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 14 February: Cana Sunday - Entrance into the Great Lent lall GE o & ¢ Sl pguall Jata aaf bl V£ a¥)
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Masses: 7,9 AM and 5, 7 PM
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Wednesday 17 February: b ol a5 4 Gyl B Lo 8 ppl 50] 30 ol VYors
11.30am Mass followed by lenten Lunch at church hall. Lall mt N e Vo8 "] el et Aa” 2 fyle a3 i
5.30pm One year Blino 5akr from Jbeil. i g g il sl Tl 91¥
7.00pm One year Tony Hanna Bakhos from Wadi Qannoubine. s 55 0a pesals Uin gigh pgmyall daudl Vo s
Thursday 18 February: shlad VA asadld)
6.00pm One year Peter Wadih Mourad from Tannourine. (s O e mady i pyaall Bl 1z
Friday 19 February: bl V4 daall
Masses: 7 & 9 AM lalua G0e 5V il
8.30am Rosary, Litany & Procession followed by St Joseph’s mass. g o 8 e £y Al cdaadl slalua AT
6.00pm Stations of the Cross (Arabic). (gp) M 5 ehosdll Blas ciclall iyt Blana Tie e
8.00pm Stations of the Cross (English). () Ul ohoaall BBl coatlal a0 Blans Az s
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Sunday 21 February: Sunday of the Leper
8.00am One year Sajih Nassim Boutros from Tleil - Akkar.
11.00am One year Chafic Roumanos Ndaira from Zgharta.
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Our Lady of Lebamon Pasish Arablc School
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Keteat

"Mastering the Interior Life:
Lessons from St. Joseph”

Collaroy Centre
22 Homestead Ave, Collaray
March 12-14
$180 per person

HOLY HABITS
than the last?

Contoct Ashley on
(402 210 448

Faith Talks - Adoration - Reconciliation. - Liturgy - Fellowship

WEDMESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY | BPM

OLOL HARRIS PARK - BECREATION ROOM LEETEN SFEAK WHRITE

M= FRE  PRESENTED BY FR CHARBEL & ROY FARAH FRLEM, A, b | 461 At et P P WS 31580
------ P L A | I Solol ong | -

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION
CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET & LOANS REPAYMENTS

READ

TARGET 2000 PARISHIONERS $5 ONLY A WEEK WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 07/02/2021

133 PARISHIONERS COMMITTED Plates: 515417.50 |  Donations: 54,500 | Candles: 51,532.25

Pledge forms for your montly Tax Deductible donation made through Direct PARISH LOANS
Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office. CYPC: $4,026,262.51
For Enguires contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899 UNITS: $1,795,251
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity

especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

4 souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) [H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and

their Son Joseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) {J) (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi Family, Sarkis

i Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Mamah

- Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa (N} (O) (P) (@) (R) Jamil & Labibe

Ls8 Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny (T) (U) V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X) {Y)
Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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