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THE GOSPEL
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Jesus said: "There was a rich man who was dressed in
purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his
hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor
man died and was carried away by the angels to be
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was
buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he
looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by
his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy
on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue; for | am in agony in these
flames.” But Abraham said, Child, remember that
during your lifetime you received your good things,
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this,
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so
that those who might want to pass from here to you
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.”
He said, ‘Then, father, | beg you to send him to my
father's house - for | have five brothers - that he may
warn them, so that they will not also come into this
place of torment’ Abraham replied, 'They have
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.
He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him,
‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises
from the dead.”

THE EPISTLE

Now concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have a
nything written to you. For you yourselves
know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say,
“There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you
like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or
of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
for those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord lesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.
1Thess5:1-11
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SUNDAY OF THE

. FAITHFUL DEPARTED

Out of the depths | cry to
you, O Lord. Lord, hear my
voice! Let your ears be
attentive to the voice of my
supplications!

Psalm 130:1-2

Dear Parishioners,
Great Lent begins on
Ash Monday 15 Feb 2020
Mass Times are as follows:

7am, 8:45am, 10:45am,
Spm & 7pm
We need to be ready to
SpEI‘Id at least 25 minutes at
Church

Fridays of Lent
There will be no Mass at
6pm. Rather, Stations of the
Cross, Evening Prayers and
Adoration of the Cross in
Arabic at 6pm and Stations
of the Cross/Evening Prayers

Lk 16: 19-31 at 8pm in English.
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS E:)pnl:eg. kie {Deank 0433 211 248
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES Frosary: ¥ Sar : Parish Office: 0680 2899
BLOC et R Mo o TP pes® Fiouhain eiain 0406050 445 Gt
Bam (4 TG BcaCam (Aemtic) Fr John-Paul Bassll 0401 545 454 Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
am {Arabic) . Tem (English) Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092 Saturday Dam - 1 pm
Tam, Ag,
S [ ) e Enioh voutn ) Divine Morey followed by Rosary Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
11am (Ar/Eng) : Fri 7:30 pen r Bernard Assl 0411 811 807 g
Spm {Ar/Eng) Sk 7:300m S 0pm e/ Bl T i Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258 T SEem dae
7pm (English) z Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016 Emalt: infoliolol.ong.au
PR CONFESSIONS Thiseadays & pan - B ph Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 583 Website: www.ololorgau
Live Streaming Through Soclal By appointment 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of the  Daacon Ron Hassaratl 0403 504 384
Medla on wasHaays month frem S:30am - Sat :30am  Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 235



THE SERVANTS WORD ™

The Summit of Glory

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

In the final week of the triduum of commemorations, we start
this Sunday the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed Week,
to remember those who have gone before us to our true home in
heaven where there is no more pain or tears but everlasting joy in
the presence of God among them. It is the summit of glory that
we pray for our departed ones to attain.

i

The Church, our Mother and Teacher, has devoted this week to
the faithful departed so we enter into a true spiritual communion
with them, a communion through which the Earthly Church is
united with the Heavenly Church, the very Church that we will
join one day after our mission on earth is accomplished. Here we
are mere ambassadors as Saint Paul tells us (2 Cor 5:20). The
ambassadors are summoned back to their country at the end of
their mission. We are not afraid of our summons. We are rather
awaiting it impatiently because we are “longing to be clothed
with our heavenly dwelling” (2 Cor 5: 2). Our eyes yearn to that
dwelling! Isn’t it the summit of glory?

Living on the summit of glory through humility, prayer, austerity,
service and mercy starts in this life. Should we not experience
that summit here, we would not attain it over there! This is what
the Spiritual Father of our Maranite Church Saint Maroun, whose
feast we celebrate this T eﬂay, did. Saint Maroun’s humility,
austerity and prayers overflowed that summit in the mountains
of our Eastern homeland with the scent of the chrism of holiness,
the incense of martyrdom and the oil of exparkh;v{::'at filled the
whole world. | wish you a blessed Feast Day and hepe that we
truly live with our Spiritual Father Saint Maroun on the summit of
humility in our daily lives wherever we are&

COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

This is the final week of commemoration and we dedicate it to
the Faithful departed. In the Roman Catholic Church it is known
as All 5ouls Day which they hold on 2 November. In our Maronite
Liturgical Calendar, we hold this event the week before the
Season of Lent.

We are greeted with the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, as
it hints to the afterlife. We recall all who have departed and trust
they too like Lazarus, are ‘carried away by the angels’ (v22).

So who are the faithful departed and how do they attain eternal
life with God? The parable indicates that it is not one’s status in
life that counts but one's character and attitude. Lazarus was a
poor man, covered with sores and daily faced hunger. He did not
‘buy” his way to heaven, as he had no means of earning his way.
He was simply a person who suffered and had no opportunity to
move up in life. It was his suffering and sorrow that warmed the
heart of God and welcomed him into the beauty of the afterlife.

On the other hand, the rich man had everything one dreams of —
sumptuous feasting, fine clothes, wealth unimagined. Yet that
was not enough to ‘buy’ his way into eternal life with God. All that
was of value to the rich man, meant nothing to the God who has
all.

Faithful commitment to God is what matters. No matter our
circumstances, we are not to lose sight of the fact that God
matters and our love for one another is what ‘buys’ us eternal life.
Failure to do this will leave us empty of soul. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

The summit of humility was especially embodied in Saint Joseph,
our great Saint, to whom Pope Francis dedicated this year. He is
the Saint who carried the child Jesus on his arms, protected him,
guarded him and lived as a refugeein a foreign land he did not
speak its language to safeguard him from evil. He is the Saint who
shared with our Mother’Mary everyday of their lives together. As
this year is consecrated to~him, we will hold special activities
around the wonders of Saint h on the 19th of each month.
We will give you the details latér-| would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those who contributed to the renovation
of the shrine of Saint Joseph. | invite you to light a candle for him,
Saint Joseph’s candle, the Spiritual Father of each of your families.

On the latest parish news, Deacon Ron Hassarati has joined our
clergy team. | would like to welcome Deacon Ron on behalf of the
whole parish. We are very happy to have Deacon Ron with us. He
has a long experience in educating the new generations. You are
most welcome Deacon Ron!

| would like also to welcome back all the committees that have
resumed their activities: First Holy Communion Classes, Fersen,
Teens, Youth, Sodality, Family of Divine Word and prayer groups. |
thank God for your blessed return and look forward to working
with you all in a year we hope it will be filled with giving. | would
like also to thank all the volunteers who are giving theirtime
generously to organise the Mass attendance. Finally, it is
important to remind you of the necessity to constantly adhere to
the social distancing directives in order to keep you safe.

Father Tony Sarkis

THE DAMAGED DIAMOND

A Jewish parable tells the story of a king who had a
beautiful and pure diamond. An accident damaged the
diamond, leaving a big scratch.

In desperation, the king called for the help of the best
diamond cutters in the realm to restore the diamond.
They all said it was not possible;
the diamond was scratched up beyond repair. Then a
lapidary, a pauper at the bottom end of the social ladder,
came forward and said he thought he could fix it. A few
weeks later he gave the restored diamond back to the
king, and it was even more resplendent than before. The
lapidary had carved an exquisite rose on the diamond,
using the scratch as the stem. Some impediments, hurts,
and losses won't go away, but if we handle them right,
accept them, and give them to God, can make that which
is damagad and wnunded even more beautiful than
ampﬂngwhatw can t now change he can rearrange

them and transform them into something wondrous,
just as the pauper did to the diamond.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we approach the Season of Great Lent, we are prepared by this

solemn week when we commemorate all the faithful departed.

We remember in our prayers all those members of our families,

our friends, our villages, our communities, and who lived this life

ihn the faith, and left this world in the hope of the eternal life in
eaven.

The Gospel for today shows us a glimpse of the life after death,
and the judgment which we must all face. In this reading, Jesus
tells a parable in which there is a rich man. He is so wealthy and
eats large and wonderful meals every day. But a beggar named
Lazarus, who was very sick, lay at the gate to this man's house,
wishing only for something as small as the crumbs which fell from
the first man's table.

We are also told that the rich man died, but his soul was not taken
to Father Abraham, rather, he went to hell. There, of course, he
suffered, but he was aware that he had not kept the covenant with
God, because he saw that Abraham was in heaven, and that
Lazarus was with him. The rich man then cried out begging
Abraham to send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool his tongue.

Abraham then told him that this could not and would not be done:
first, their roles had been exchanged — because the rich man had
selfishly used the good things he had been given, neglecting his
religious obligations, he had to now pay the price for his
selfishness. Lazarus, on the other hand, had borne his sufferings,
and would eternally receive the good things promised to him
under God's covenant. But even more than this, said Abraham,
there is a “great gulf fixed,” so that those in heaven cannot pass to
hell, and those in hell cannot rise to heaven.

We now come to the very end of this parable. The rich man asks
Abraham to send a message from heaven to earth, to his father’s
house, to tell his five brothers, so that they do not also end up in
hell. But Abraham refuses.

FERSEN CORNER

Very Blessed Sunday to you all!

He says that they already have Moses and the prophets, and
adds “let them listen to them." This shows how vital faith is, for
faith comes by hearing (Romans 10:17). God will not
overwhelm us with spirits coming for each and every one of us
individually. We are given the teaching and we are given free
will. He wants us to choose to love Him for the sake of love, and
not because we have been frightened out of our wits by seeing
a vision of hell. If we have the faith, we will know and heed that
warning. If we do not have the faith, it does not matter what
happens to us — we will explain it away, we will make excuses.
And this is shown by Abraham's last words: “If they do not hear
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded to
repent though one rise from the dead.”

We are all called as the members of the Church here on earth,
to pray and ask the intercessions of the glorified Church in
heaven, the church of saints, for the suffering church in
purgatory. This is how we do believe in the intercession of
saints, and we live in communion of faith and prayers with our
faithful departed.

Jesus Christ did rise from the dead, and yet many did not
believe. The question is now for us: on which side of the gulf
will we stand? If we pray for the faithful departed, as we are
urged to do this week, surely we will find others to pray for us,

and to help us make the choice to love God and cbey His
commandments, in order to become the children of hope and

eternal life.
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

THE RICH MAN & LAZARUS

Guide Lazarus to Abraham

We are so excited to announce to you all that as of February 13

we will be taking Fersen registrations from Kindy to Year 6.

This is a good day for students to come in and spend time with their
classmates and their leaders! If you haven't already done so, please
contact Rita Tannous our Fersen Co-Ordinator to register your
children. Keep up to date in the parent's whatsapp chat as well as

follow the OLOL Fersen Al Adra Facebook page.

We are so0 excited to see you all, so as one parish family we can

journey through the year of 5t Joseph.

Yours in Christ

Ann Boutros
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PARISH CAMERA
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The Final Hour

. Death, Judgement,

Heaven & Hell
Presented by
Tony Mattar
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@GP o = "Mastering the Interior Life:
Lessons from St. Joseph"
) @OurladyofLebanon - "
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Collaray Centre
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22 Homesteod Ave, Collaray

o) @OlolSydney \ r-‘,}:_ - March 12-14
- L $180 per person
A 3
e R .4 Contact Ashley on
Ash Monday DRNER) ow2i0u
15 Februar}( 2021 Fith Talks - Adorativn. Reconcilistion - Liturgy - Fellowship

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIOMNERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them {B) Milian Bou Raidan, Barakat Family (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline &
Paul Haddad and their Son loseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) {J) (K) Tanios Elias
Kazzi Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Karam Family {L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of
L. Moussa family, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family, Charlie Boutrous Moussa, Robert Charlie Moussa,
L~ Maroon Family (N)(O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine
& their Son Kenny, Jeanette & Louis Semaani (T) [U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X} (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr
Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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