OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.
All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say
to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, |
was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you
gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was
in prison and you visited me.! Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?'
And the king will answer them, "Truly | tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left
hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for | was
hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not take care of you? Then he will answer them, "Truly |
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life”
Matthew 25:31-46

THE EPISTLE

You have not come to something that can be
touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a
trumpet, and a voice whose words made the
hearers beg that not another word be spoken
to them. (For they could not endure the order
that was given, “If even an animal touches the
mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” Indeed,
so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “|
tremble with fear”) But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly
of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of
the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than
the blood of Abel.

Hebrews 12:18-24
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e i~

SUNDAY OF THE
RIGHTEOUS AND
THE JUST

Mary Mother of Our Lord, on
the day your Son appears, all
the children of the Church
will cry out with hymns of
praise and join you in
paradise, that place of joy
and eternal life.

Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, precious in
your eyes is the death of
your righteous ones. They
since birth have never spoilt
the robe of their Baptism.
Through their prayers, we
ask you that we may make it
like they did, victors in your
kingdom. Amen

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248 Parish Office: 96580 2899
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fr Man - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujalm 0406 060 445 Opening Hours:
7am, Sam & Epm 8:30am (Arabic] Fr Charbel Dib 0410 759 795 Monday to Friday Sam - 4.30 pm
8am (Arabic) ’ Tpm (Engish) Fr lohn-Paul Bassll 0401 545 454 Saturday 9am- 1 pm
9:30am (English) Wed 7am. Sam & 300 (A95E)  pune Mercyfoliowsd tyrosary T Youssef Matta 0427 922 052
| . Fr Yuhanna Azlze 0435 764 824
;I.T;t"réggf: BEETE0a, X fpiy e el oty Fr Bernard Assl 0411 811 807 Fao: 9688 2068
-_.-m {English) CONFESSIONS AR ek Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258 Emall; infolioiol org.au
Live Streaming Th Soclal By appointment Thumsdeie 2 ot = B pm Fr Paul Joubelr 0414 900 016 Webalte: www.ololorg.au
ORG-S ampae o weskciays 24 Hour Adoration: Friday 5 Febfrom  Deagon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Medla 9:30am - Sat & Feb 7:30am Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335
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Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

In the convoys of the Righteous and the Just whom we
commemorate this Sunday and throughout the week, there are
beloved faces who left us a year ago, four of our young children
who scented our parish family, our Maronite CHurch and our
homelands Australia and Lebanon with the sweet fragrance of
their innocence and testimony. They are pieces of ourselves, our
share in heaven who walk this year in the processions of the
Righteous and the Just so we can learn from them, and from their
parents, how to bear witness to the Lord Jesus and to our
Christian values in a world'whose concern is to stone our Church
and destroy it.

A year has passed since the tragic incident in which a drunk man
ran over a number of our young children, kiIIing four of them:
Antony, Angelina and Sienna Abdallah, and their cousin
Veronique Sakr. We were at a loss for words, with chocked hearts
and eyes burst with burning tears, not knowing what to say
before the horror of the disaster. But the family's testimony of
forgiveness at the time surprised the world and was the glimmer
of hope from which we drew our strength and solace.

Back then we said to the parents of the children: “Your tears have
burnt us... Your testimony has taught us!” Today, on the first
anniversary of the traumatic incident, we are still learning from
them! This week, the parents of the children are launching a
national day of forgiveness under the theme of “idgive Day”.

How blessed is this grace that is being bestowed upon us today
and how great this action is, to forgive those who did us so much
harm! Forgiveness needs sueh actions, not any actions, but
actions on the stature of Christ!

Through this national initiative, the children’s parents bear
witness once more to the depth of their. Christian faith.

Forgiveness Day started on the wedding day of the. cross —so to
speak — when the Bridegroom of the-Church, our tard Jesus
Christ, asked His Father in heaven to for, His killers while he
was still hung on the wood. It was a forgiveness that he paid
dearly for, by offering His own life. -

COMMEMORATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST

This week we commemorate the Righteous and Just with the
Parable of the Judgement of the Nations. It is a parable of social
justice and care for one another.

The commemoration of the Righteous and Just, is known in the
Roman Catholic Church as All Saints Day which they hold on 1
November. In our Maronite Liturgical Calendar, we hold this event
in the weeks of commemaoration just before the Season of Lent.

The Sunday Gospel Passage is an excellent description of who is
recognised as righteous and just. It is a very long parable but it is
very clear in what it has to say. God seeks out and praises those
who care for the least. Our God is one of love. A God whose heart
goes out to the under privileged and who joins forces with those
of us who offer care to others.

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for | was
hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink . . [ (vww34-35). The Christian imperative is to
attend to the needs of the least — to feed and nourish, to show
hospitality, to cover another’s shame and provide warmth. To
care and heal, to be there for the other and to trust in their
goodness and worth. These actions matter most. How we treat
one another is a sign of our love for God.

If we fail to notice the needs of our neighbour, we ‘are accursed’
(v41). A miserable, self-centred state of life that fails to recognise
the bigger world that calls us to greater things. So, we pray to be
among the righteous and just, willing always to give of ourselves
to assist others to get on their feet. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn

Righteous and Just from among us

Today, the children’s parents are paying the price of the national

day for forgiveness with the most precious thing they had, the

lives of their children, the little groom and brides of the Church,

Rer unsung saints, her Righteous and Just, our parish share in
eaven.

Our parish family is_accompanying our brothers and sisters,
members of the Abdallah and Sakr families, on this special day,
through spiritual activities.on Monday 1 February. The activities
start with the Divine Liturgy 2t 6.00 pm, followed by the adoration
of the Eucharist until 11.00 Priests will be available for
confession throughout this time, 6.00-11.00 pm. We will also pray
the rosary at 9.30 pm.| 1

The Week of the Righteous and the Just is the second in a series of
three commemoration weeks that prepare us for the Great Lent.
And what a great preparation for lent with the Righteous and the
Just Week this year! Is there anything that our world today is in
dire need of more than forgiveness? Forgiveness has sisters that
accompany her all the time! They are humility, mercy, peace and
love! Through forgiveness, all these virtues come together
because the Lord Jesus sealed forgiveness with His own blood on
the cross and forgiveness was the last thing that His pure heart
was beating with!

Forgiveness is knocking on the doors of your hearts. Hurry and
open that door for it so it can fill your lives with humility, mercy,
peace and love. Let each one of us sit with his or her own self and
ask God first for forgiveness, then ask their own selves and every
person they offended to forgive them as well. Thus, when.itis our
turn to I:-eegorn in the next life, we too can walk in the convoys of

the Righteous and the Just, along with Anthony, Angelina, Sienna
Father Tony Sarkis

and Veronique.

You must call'St. Joseph
your father, ford.have
given him the title and
the goodness of a
father.

Jesus to $r. Mary Martha
Chambon



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this second Sunday of remembering our dead in the Maronite
liturgical calendar, we recall today the Righteous and the Just. The
Gospel reading this week is one of the best loved: it is known as
“The Judgment of the Nations,” and as the Gospel of “Whatever
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” It
is good to remind ourselves of this most inspiring teaching.

We are reminded that an act of charity to any person in need is as
an act of charity to God Himself. We can find similar examples
from daily life: if someone helps one of your children, or one of
your parents, or one of your siblings, you feel it as if it had been
done to you. You know that your brother and sister are different
people, but because of your love for them, you respond inside just
as if you were the one who had received the help. That is how Our
Lord feels about us.

We also live the experience of this gospel when someone does not
help one whom we love. We feel outraged as if we ourselves had
been neglected in our moment of need. In fact, our feelings take
us even further than this: even if one hears of an evil act being
committed by some criminal, to some innocent person we did not
know, our sense of justice is outraged, and we seek justice. Our
love and our yearning for justice are, therefore, related.

It is good to meditate on this. Why do we have this feeling that we
are included in these actions of charity or selfishness? It is surely
because God is love, as St John tells us (1 John 4:8). And His love is
power of unity which brings all of us together, not only with each
other but in and through God, as he tells us in his Gospel (John
15:1-17).

This is a good point to begin from when we contemplate the
mystery of forgiveness. When we lack love, we think and feel as
if there are some things we can forgive, and others we cannot.
This sort of idea cuts us off from the love of God, so that we do
not even understand that, in His divine love for us, all can be
forgiven if only we live as best we can, and we pray: “Lord Jesus,
Son of the Living God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”

This is why it is so important we remember, this week, the
Righteous and the Just who have gone before us. They are signs
to us that to live a good life is to come to a good death and to
eternal life. As our Divine Liturgy says: “They were like lamps of
knowledge and holiness, giving light to those who walk on the
path of life.” It is up to us, we each have to take the personal
responsibility to look for that light, and to walk in it, rejecting
the darkness, that we too may be righteous and just, for God
“clothes their bodies with glory and their souls with light”
(adapted from the Opening Prayer of this Feast).

It is also timely that we meditate on forgiveness as we prepare
to mark 14Give Day, a day launched by the Abdallah and Sakr
families to mark the death of their children: Veronique, Antony,
Angelina and Sienna. A year after the tragic accident that killed
the 4 children, the families would like 14Give Day on the 1st of
February of every year to be an annual day of forgiveness, of
reconciliation, and of healing. Our Maronite parishes across
Australia will be marking this day with adoration. | invite you to
join us on this day as we pray for forgiveness.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

COMMITTEE CORNER - THE YOUTH OF OLOL  KIDS CORNER

“Lay all your cares about the future trustingly in God's hands, and let yourself be

guided by the Lord just like a little child.” — 5t Teresa Benedicta of the Cross.

As we enter a new and hope-filled year, we pray that 2021 will remedy the fear

and loneliness of the past year and bring with it, the opportunity to grow in faith

and fellowship.

Matthew 25:35-36

The youth of Our Lady of Lebanon has always been an avenue for young adults to

socialize and journey in the light of Christ, through social, spiritual and charity
events. The Youth Team are hopeful that we will be able to resume these
initiatives again this year, as restrictions continue to ease. The Team has been
working particularly hard on the return of an exciting initiative for the Parish —

Faith on Fire,

Faith on Fire is a fortnightly English faith formation. It entails various speakers
presenting on relevant topics concerning our faith in the real world. The talks will
be held every second Wednesday after 7pm mass, in the recreation room.

The first talk, titled *What Next?", will be presented on Wednesday 3rd of
February. Our guest speaker, Tony Mattar will be diving into the theology of the
Four Last Things; Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell. Want to know more? We
would love to see you there and hear your feedback on Faith on Fire. This will be
the first of many opportunities this year, to gather and engage in powerful
conversation, deepening our understanding on the rich wonders of our Maronite

Catholic Faith.

Preparation for the 2021 Lenten Retreat is also underway. An opportunity to
encounter Christ in the midst of our surroundings, witness His love for us in the
truth of Lent and restore our hope as the Easter people. More details will be

released soon.

for | was and you gave

me food, | was and you

gave me something to drink,

| was a and you

welcomed me, | was

and you gave me clothing, | was
and you took care of me,

| was in and you visited

me.’

We truly encourage you to get on board with our upcoming initiatives and
welcome the new year with the unwavering hope, that no matter what stands

before us, the God beside us is always stronger and He's always got you!

Chloe Bou-Serhal
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Vocations Discernment Night with Fr Tony Sarkis
“Discernment of the Spirits”
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Often we encounter people who can be mean, rude, obnoxious

or troublesome. Though we are called to love one another,
admittedly it can be very difficult. Worry no more! Saint

Therese of Lisieux is here with 3 beautiful suggestions for how to love
difficult people as Jesus would.

"There is, in the Community, a Sister who has the faculty of displeasing
me in everything—in her ways, her words, her character, everything
seems very disagreeable to me. And still, she is a holy religious who must
be very pleasing to God."*

So how did Saint Therese confront this Sister?

1. Through Charity expressed not in feelings, but in works.

“Mot wishing to give in to the natural antipathy | was experiencing, | set
myself to doing for this Sister what | would do for the person | loved most."*
2. Through Prayer

“I prayed to God for her, offering Him all her virtues and merits. | felt this
was pleasing to Jesus; for there is no artist who doesn't love to receive
praise for his works!"*

3. By not arguing, but smiling and changing the subject.

“I wasn't content simply with praying very much for this Sister who gave
me so many struggles, but | took care to render her every service possible,
and when | was tempted to answer back in a disagreeable manner, | was
content with giving her my most friendly smile, and with changing the
subject of conversation."*

One day at recreation, the Sister asked in almost these words: "Would
you tell me, Sister Therese of the Child lesus, what attracts you so

much toward me; every time you look at me, | see you smile?"*

What attracted Saint Therese was Jesus hidden in the depths of that
Sister's soul--Jesus who makes sweet what is most bitter. Let us learn
the art of responding to coldness, rudeness, gossip, and insults with
active loving kindness and inner compassion.

*Excerpt from "Story of a Soul": Autobiography of Saint Therese of Lisieux



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 31 January: Sunday of the Righteous and the Just
8.00am Raymond Sarkis Zahra from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)
and Sympathy at the Church doors

9.30am Mtanios Semaan Mkhayel from Kobayat (died in
Lebanon) and Sympathy at the Church doors

11.00am 40 Day Mass Nouhad Elias Youssef from Bkarezla widow
of the late Khalil Hanna Restom from Chadra

5.00pm Antonios Salim Issa from Bkerkacha

Monday 01 February

10.30am Funeral of Allen (Assya) Hanna Sahyoun from Kfarfou
6.00pm Anthony Akl Al Kozah from Deir el Ahmar (died in
Lebanon) and Sympathy at the Church doors

“Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing”

i4Give Day - Day of Forgiveness in NSW

Eucharistic Adoration from 7.30pm - 11pm
Confessions will be available

Tuesday 02 February: Entrance of the Lord into the Temple
Masses 7.00am, 9.00am and 6.00pm with ryte of the the
blessing of the candles
6.00pm Nawal Harb wife of Jamil Gerges Rizk from Tannourine
(died in Lebanon) and Sympathy at the Church doors
Friday 05 February
6.00pm Hamama Alichaa Tanous Lichaa from Kersghab (died in
Lebanon) and Sympathy at the Church doors

Saturday 06 February
6.00pm 40 Day Mass Mounir Wehbe from Wadi Qannoubin

Sunday 07 February: Sunday of the Faithful Departed

8.00am The Faithful Departed of the Sodality

9.30am Raymond Wehbe from Blaouza

11.00am 1 year Mass Debbie Al Koora from Hadchit wife of Fady
el Hazzoury from Zgharta and 40 Day Mass of her mother Amal
George Chehade wife of Michel Roumanos Fayad el Koora from
Hadchit

5.00pm 40 Day Mass George Salim Layoun from Beit Mellet -

ANNOUNGEMENTS
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Our lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral idgive day program
Monday 1 February 2021

s | TS50 11 pm: Adoration | & to 11 pm: Confesslons | 5:30 pm: Rosary

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B} Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) {G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son loseph and their & daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) {J) Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias
{ Kazzi Family, Adel Khreich, Emile Khreich, Joyce Khreich (L) {M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed
- "W of Moussa family, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses Family (N) Joseph Nehme (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe

L8 Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) ()

Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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