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THE GOSPEL

_
Jesus said, “Who then is the faithful and prudent
manager whom his master will put in charge of
his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at
the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his
master will find at work when he arrives. Truly |
tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his
possessions. But if that slave says to himself, ‘My
master is delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to
beat the other slaves, men and women, and to
eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that
slave will come on a day when he does not expect
him and at an hour that he does not know, and
will cut him in pieces, and put him with the
unfaithful. That slave who knew what his master
wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what
was wanted, will receive a severe beating. But
the one who did not know and did what deserved
a beating will receive a light beating. From
everyone to whom much has been given, much
will be required; and from the one to whom
much has been entrusted, even more will be

THE EPISTLE

Brother and sisters, if you put these
instructions before the brothers and sisters,
you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus,
nourished on the words of the faith and of the
sound teaching that you have followed. Have
nothing to do with profane myths and old
wives' tales. Train yourself in godliness, for,
while physical training is of some value,
godliness is valuable in every way, holding
promise for both the present life and the life to
come. The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance. For to this end we toil and
struggle, because we have our hope set on the
living God, who is the Saviour of all people,
especially of those who believe. These are the
things you must insist on and teach. Let no one
despise your youth, but set the believers an
example in speech and conduct, in love, in
faith, in purity. Until | arrive, give attention to
the public reading of Scripture, to exhorting, to
teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you,
which was given to you through prophecy with
the laying on of hands by the council of elders.
Put these things into practice, devote yourself
to them, so that all may see your progress. Pay
close attention to yourself and to your
teaching; continue in these things, for in doing
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SUNDAY OF
THE PRIESTS

Greater than the seraphim
is the priesthood of the
Lord; in their hands priests
hold the power of the
mighty Lord of hosts.

Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

_
Thankyou Lord for the gift of
the priesthood. Thankyou
for their hands which give us
the Eucharist. Thankyou for
their mouths which proclaim
Your Good News. Thankyou
for their feet which walk to
the places to visit Your poor.
Thankyou Lord for their

demanded this you will save both yourself and your hearts which are made
Lk 12 : 42 - 48 hearers. entirely for You.
: 1Tim4:6-16 Amen

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES Roaiiy Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0423 211 248 Parish Office: 9680 2899
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B ; Thusaye 800 - B pin Fr Paul Joubaelr 0414 900 016 Webalte: www.ololorg.au
i gl it I < 24 Hour Adoration; Every first Filday  Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Medla G of the manth from 9:30am - Sat Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD ™

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

After the Season of Epiphany, during which the Holy Trinity
revealed Himself to us in order to introduce us to the Father and
His love, to the Son and His Glory and to the Holy Spirit and His
light, we start today a series of three weeks of holy
commemorations laid down for us by our Mother the Church to
help us prepare for the Season of the Great Lent.

This Sunday we start the first week of commemorations, the
Commemoaoration of the Priests who have departed from among
us, followed by the Commemoration of the Righteous and the
Just, then the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. If we
contemplate these weeks of commemorations, we discover two
great truths about our Christian faith that will inspire in us hope
for the life that we all aspire to attain, the eternal life in the
Heavenly Kingdom.

The first truth is that Commemoration Weeks are an important
period of time in which we rebuild what has been broken in the
bridge that we are constructing in our lives to cross over it one
day into heaven. We know very well that our true lives lay there,
with our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saints, the Righteous and the Just,
but sometimes we forget how to preserve what we have already
built with the cross we are carrying. The Commemoration Weeks
make us sit down in silence and meditate on those who have
gone before is. We pray for them so they pray for us and
intercede on our behalf when they become among the Righteous
and the Just.

The second truth is thé’}gof us has-a piece of himself or
herself in the Commemoration Weeks! Yes, there is something of
us in the Commemaoration of the Priests, tl:‘ﬁﬁgl\::ﬁ:;us and the
Just, and the Faithful Departed! For.instance, o does not
remember a departed priest, monk or*clergy who rendered a
great service to them or to their belwed‘}»eqhether through
prayer or some help in a way or another?

COMMEMORATION OF PRIESTS

The next three weeks in our Maronite Liturgical Calendar are
commemoration weeks before we enter into the Season of Lent.
This week we commemorate the Priests, those who serve in the
Lord’s name.

Our Sunday Gospel passage is the Parable of the Faithful or the
unfaithful slave. The story commences with ‘the faithful and
prudent manager whom his master will put in charge of his slaves’
(v42). Note the term ‘manager’ and yet, the following line says,
‘Blessed is the slave’ (v43). Two very different terms. From being
elevated to manager and yet referred to as a slave. The parable
continues, referring to the ‘manager’ as a slave who is on the
same footing as everybody else, ‘if he begins to beat the other
slaves' (v45). So how can one be elevated to the role of master
and be given responsibility, and yet still be referred to as a slave
just like those beneath him or her?

Well maybe we all need a wake up call. No one is superior to
another simply because of their job description. We are all equal,
no matter what we do and how much we earn or titles we carry.
Returning to the parable we read that this ‘master’ had to give the
slaves ‘their allowance of food at the proper time’ (v42). Service,
not superiority, is key here! No matter who we are, everything we
do, must be of service to others.

Finally, the parable is also a wake up call to remind us that in the
end we are all in service to God. We are here to do God's will and

ensure we care for one another. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF

Commemoration Weeks an
awakening of our identity

Which family does not have righteous
and just from among its own members
who fought the good fight and
attained the Kingdom of God before
us to intercede for us from there? And
who has not lost a beloved person
who is now among the departed
faithful? The Commemoration

Weeks are us! The . Commemoration Weeks are an awakening of
our identity! Today and throughout the week that follows, we
remember the priests and bishops who sanctified the body of the
Lord for us, absolved ul.gi' shns, gave us the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation, Matrimony, Ano ent of the Sick and Priesthood.
They served us and pra";red for us and-for our beloved ones and our
departed when they were still among us. Today we pray to God for
them after they went to Him. We pray especially for the souls of
the departed priests who served this blessed parish and its altar:
Father Charbel Sarkis, Monsignor Michel Bou Melhem, Father Elias
Ayoub, Father Antoun Bou Antoun, Father Nakhly Akiki and
Meonsignor Youssef Touma.

This week we celebrate Australia Day. On this occasion, we ask
God to bless this country, confirm its peace, increase its prosperity
and make its people aware of His love for them so that every
Australian builds their own bridge to the Heavenly Kingdom.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to thank the volunteers
who are building their bridges to the Kingdom of God by watching
over the safety of others in serving them at the entrance of the
church. | also thank all parishioners who are abiding by the
directives to stop the spread of COVID and are showing respect to
the volunteers.

Father Tony Sarkis

FACES OF OLOL - CHARLES & SONIA BALTASAR

What are your roles and how long have you both been
serving in our parish? We have both been serving OLOL
for over 8 years. We started off with helping to organise
the married couples day and the gala organising team.
In addition, Charles volunteered his time to the traffic
control team for a while. When our eldest daughter
made her First Holy Communion in 2013 at OLOL, | was
blessed to become an assistant to the FHC Committee and have been a member
since, honoured with teaching our parish children about receiving lesus in the
Holy Eucharist. Currently, Charles is serving on the Stewardship Committee and
the Heaven on Earth team who volunteer to help the needy in our community.
Both Charles and | are also members of the Family Committee where we assist
in the organisation of family functions and events for our parish.

What inspires you to bring your family closer to God and be involved within
our parish?

We feel so blessed to have what we have; our family and friends, our health, our
faith, living in this country. The sufferings and trials of life have a way of making
us truly appreciate God's grace, inspiring us to "pay it forward”. We have both
always wanted to put into action our gratitude to God, for all our blessings, by
giving of our time and talents for others. By being involved with our parish, God
has truly given us back tenfold as we have gained a beautiful Parish Family with
rmany friendships formed for our whole family on all levels. We hope that by
leading by example, in practising generosity, we teach our children to open their
hearts to want to also give freely of their time and talents, realising that no
worldly possessions are more important than God,

What advice would you give to other parents who desire to have their families
more involved within our parish?

Just do it! You might feel you don’t have the time with being busy parents or
unsure of what you can offer, but if you have the desire - where there is a will
there is a way. All things are possible with God! One of the reasons why our
parish is thriving today is thanks to the countless volunteers over the years and
generations giving what they can. It is highly rewarding knowing you are
contributing to help God's house flourish and being part of a Parish Family who
are like-minded in faith and love of God. It's a wonderful path, as parents as well
as for our family, to growing closer to Our Lord knowing you are in His service. In
the words of 5t Frances de Sales "There is nothing small in the service of God".



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday is the Commemoration of Departed Priests. It is the
first of the three Sundays before Lent when the Maronite Church
remembers all the departed. Next week is the Sunday of the
Righteous and the Just and the following Sunday is the memorial
for all the faithful departed. The theme for these three weeks is
that we shall all die at a time we do not know, so we must be ready,
living each day as if it could be our last.

The tone of this week, in which we pray for the deceased priests,
is set by the Gospel, where lesus speaks about the “faithful and
wise steward.” A steward is the servant who manages the master’s
property, has charge of the household and the other servants. The
good steward will be given more responsibility. So the steward
does his work today not so that he can take it easy tomorrow, but
so that he can assist his divine master even more, by doing greater
work for him. This is indeed a beautiful lesson for all religious to
learn.

This week we remember the ministerial priests who serve us at
the altar, for the food which they give to the faithful is the Bread of
Life. They give us also the sacraments: baptism and chrismation to
open for us the door to eternal life, reconciliation and anointing
when we have fallen or are sick or dying; and the sacraments of
vocation, crowing or marriage, to strengthen us on our path in life.

But this also applies to every one of us as well, for although not all
can be ministerial and sacramental priests, yet all share in the
priesthood of Christ, since priesthood means being a mediator
between God and humanity, between heaven and earth, and we
all have some role, no matter how humble, to play in that (1 Peter
2:5). This applies to parents in a very special way: they have to
provide their children with everything, from food, clothing,

HEAVEN ON EARTH

COVID -19 has definitely made 2020 a
challenging year, however nothing can stop
the fulfilment of the merciful work of our
Lord Jesus Christ. As He said, ‘And | tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my

and shelter, through to education and — critically — spiritual
formation. Parents, as stewards of God, should aim to nourish
the souls of the children by showing themselves as faithful and
wise stewards inspiring their children by example of their own
lives, their own love and joy in the faith.

| speak also to teachers, in schools, colleges, and elsewhere.
Whatever you are teaching, whether it is English, geography, or
maths, you are also called to be “faithful and wise stewards,”
for your pupils do not belong to you, they belong to God, and it
is your duty to inspire them to aim for eternal life.

This lesson applies also to children: be good to your siblings,
especially to those who are younger than you, for they look up
to you as a role model. And it applies everywhere in life, in the
workplace, in the streets, and in shops, cafes, and places of
entertainment. You are models to someone else, and so you
are stewards to other of God's servants. In this way, you fulfil
your priesthood.

Let us pray for our priests, today and during this week, with
hope asking the Lord to grant eternal repose for those who
died, and holiness for those who are serving the altar and the
people of God. Let us keep praying for vocations asking the Lord
of the harvest to send holy labourers to his harvest (Matt 9:38).

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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church, and the gates of Hades will not amice

prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). ciborium EEZEER BN =T
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Heaven on Earth continued to provide feeds throughout the pandemic, s r N

we were fortunate enough to be able to celebrate our Christmas parties P EDIUPENTLESB

at Parramatta and Liverpool with our less fortunate brothers and sisters belt 0o BHCATITLSUYIEKSJ

in Christ. Christmas hampers were prepared and handed out to the greater

homeless, to those in Cumberland Hospital and to struggling families. priests &I @ ¥ ETREIETM

A special thank you to all the members, volunteers and supporters of servant B & &R EREE RS

Heaven on Earth. Their continuous dedication of time, effort, generosity chalice R EMUTIRGOTBTIOC

and financial support is never ending and truly appreciated. Through jibee

this dedication, we have also been able to: s S TGNMHVWVWEV

Support 469  families in Lebanon, Mother Teresa's S 27 A JCHATLTISCE

Convents/Orphanages in Lebanon and Laloma Home Orphanage in Fiji.

Finally, we pray that we all continue to work together throughout 2021

to help those in need, especially those who are suffering in our

homeland Lebanon...God bless

Deacon Robert-Pio Albayeh



PARISH CAMERA

s On the occasion of the Feast uf St. Anthnn the Great, * & =
Fr John-Paul Bassil renewed his Monastic Vows
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 24 January: Sunday of the Priests

11.00am One year Daniel George from Bkerkacha.

5.00pm One year Tony Arida from Bkerkacha.

Monday 25 January

6.00pm Saba Antonios Nehme from Bkaakafra (died in Lebanon)
and sympathy at the church door.

Wednesday 27 January

5.30pm Youssef Roumanos Eid from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)
and sympathy at the church door.

7.00pm Boutros Mkhayel Camillos from Ejbee (died in Lebanon)
and sympathy at the church door.

Thursday 28 January

6.00pm 40 Day Mass Hamideh Bakhos Laoulach from Hadchit.

Friday 29 January

6.00pm One Year Mass for the children Anthony, Angelina
and Sienna from Aramoun.

Saturday 30 January

6.00pm 40 Day Mass Tony Roumanos Draybi from Hadchit.

7:30pm Amal Bou Semaan from Blouza (died in Lebanon)
and sympathy at the church door.

Sunday 31 January: Sunday of the Righteous and the Just

11.00am 40 Day Mass Nouhad Elias Youssef from Bkarezla widow

of the late Khalil Hanna Restom from Chadra.
5.00pm 40 Day Mass Antonios Salim Issa from Berkacha.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VOCATION DISCERNMENT NIGHT
PRESENTED BY THE

MARGNT'E
VOCATIONS
CENTRE
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DO ¥OU FEEL CALLED TD A VOCATION?

TOPIC: DISCERNMENT DF THE SPIRITS
PRESENTER: FATHER TONY SARKIS
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Viclet Azizi, Said Azizi (B) Milian Bou Raidan, John Bou Melhem & Bou Melhem Families
(C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Fariba El Kadi (F) (G) Assad Gerges (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their &
daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I} (1) Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi Family (L) (M) Youssef &
s Ghssoun Maroon, lamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Mamah Moses & Departed of the Moses
) Family, Maroun Isaac Mouawad, Mouawad families (N) George Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef
Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) [Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan
Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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