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THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

The next day John again was standing with two of

his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!" The
two disciples heard him say this, and they followed
lesus, When Jesus turned and saw them following,
he said to them, “What are you looking for?"” They
said to him, Rabbi” (which translated means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to
them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where
he was staying, and they remained with him that
day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. One
of the two who heard John speak and followed him
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found
his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found
the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

Brothers and sisters, We do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is
the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this
treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from us. We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but
not destroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of lesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in our bodies. For while
we live, we are always being given up to death
for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of lesus may be
made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at
work in us, but life in you. But just as we have
the same spirit of faith that is in accordance
with Scripture — “I believed, and so | spoke”
— we also believe, and so we speak, because
we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will
bring us with you into his presence. Yes,
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it
extends to more and more people, may

m SECOND SUNDAY

AFTER THE
EPIPHANY & FEAST
OF ST ANTHONY

THE GREAT

"Come, follow me." This
call, this mysterious inner
voice of Christ, is heard
most clearly in silence and
prayer.

Pope St. John Paul Il

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, Lamb of God,
help me to answer the call
to “Come and see” — it is in
that time of prayer and
silent reflection that | am

renewed into a deeper
knowledge of your love for
me. | cannot give what | do

Jn1:35-42  increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. not have - Your Grace is
2 Cor4:5-15 sufficient.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

On this second Sunday of the Holy Season uf_il{lipiphanv, we
reflect with the Church on Jesus as He commences his public
ministry on this earth, calling His twelve disciples with whom he
would begin His mission. Today's Gospel starts with “the next
day”. This expression may seem as a mere link in a chain of seven
days ending with the first manifestation of Christ in the wedding
of Cana at Galilee, but the significance of that “next day” is that it
is the third day in the series of John the Baptist's actions in
preparing the way for the Lord. On the first day John was calling
for repentance, on the second day we hear John's testimony of
Christ, and on the third day we witness the encounter of the
disciples with Jesus.

rd

In fact, the third day is the Day of Resurrection. The disciples’
encounter with Jesus is always carried out in the light of the
Resurrection. It is only the risen Jesus who gives the disciples a
meaning for following Him. John's testimony was not sufficient to
know Christ, as John referred to Jesus as the Lamb of God, while
the two disciples called Jesus “Master” and asked Him “where do
you live?” They thought He was just one of the many teachers in
Israel so they wanted to know where He was staying because
each teacher had a place in which he would receive his disciples.
Jesus’ answer was like a calling to them: “come and see.”

There are three aspects for this call: first, a direct call from God;
second, a calling from God through people and events; third, as a
result of reasoning through the mind. God may call a person
through these three ways. The first way is internal and is carried
out by the Holy Spirit who blows wherever He wills. It is the silent
and strong voice of the Lord that stimulates the innermost of the
person who is called, driving that person to say: “Speak Lord, for
your servant is listening” (1L-Samuel:3:9). The second way is
external, whereby Gnd'?ﬂli;g to serve Him reaches someone
through another person. It is similar to.what happened with
Andrew who led his brother Peter to Jesus.

COME AND SEE

The baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of his public ministry

/ Lord, Where Do You Live?

As Paul says: “how will they hemlﬂnless there is a

preacher... faith comes from hearing...” (Romans 10:14-17). The
third way comes through a calling from God to a person,
something similar to what happened with many saints.

On a personal level, we need to find where lesus lives in our
words, in our actions, at our work, in our prayerful lives, in the
depth of our souls and in our faith. On the family level, we need to
know where Jesus lives in our relationship with our spouse and
children, in our interaction with each other and in our prayerful
family life. On the parish level, we need to know where Jesus lives
in our unity and communion with each other, in our cooperation
with each other especially in our worship and prayerful lives
together.

On a parish note, | wauld like to extend my sincere appreciation to
the members of the Sodality and the Elderly Committee along with
their chaplain Father Youwakim who worked tirelessly last week
preparing the sweets and savouries for the feast of the Epiphany,
and for working tirelessly du the Christmas period. These
hard-working men anﬂ women Tgﬁoured for hours, even on the
day of the feast, pr‘eparmg and allowing us to experience these
beautiful Chrlstmas and Epiphany traditions. May the Lord's
presence in your lives always be everlasting so that you can
continue to glorify Him in all that you do.

Hence we say, Christ is our hope, in His spirit we are renewed.
Together, we bear witness to the love. Together, we are in service
to build the Church. Together, we are for Christ and at the service
of His Church.

We pray for an end to the COVID pandemic. We pray for the
physicians and health workers, the sick and the suffering, for the
public health and people’s awareness so we look after each other
consciously, surrendering completely to the Lord, seeking His
protection after we ask Him: “Lord, where do you live?”

Father Tony Sarkis

and in this week's Gospel we read of the interest in Jesus, how |

people wanted to follow him.

In John's Gospel, he does not refer to the twelve disciples. Rather
anyone who follows the word of God was considered a disciple. So.
in today’s Gospel, we have two people follow Jesus, one being’
Andrew. After meeting with Jesus and spending time with him,
Andrew calls Simon Peter along as well. This scenario is dlﬁerent
to the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), where it is)
Jesus who sees the men and calls out to them to follow him. !
Jesus comes and there are those who are drawn to him, others he
calls by name and still others who approach as adversarles uf
Jesus. So which stance do we take?

Let us read the passage again. The two disciples on hearing lohn,
the Baptist praise Jesus, become curious to see who is this man.
When they approach lesus, he invites them to spend quality time.
They are so impressed they then call another to come and see 35'
well. What is it about Jesus that attracts us and draws us to hlrn'r"

The two disciples knew nothing about Jesus except the wards'
John the Baptist said, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!" (v36). It was:
not a boast about Jesus’ power or intelligence. It was praise for a
IE:na-r:a}n:m so committed to God that drew others to ‘come and see’
v39).

. three things he delights in about you and
- thanks you for choosing to be his disciple.

- back to the door of your house and then

In your imagination, go to your mailbox.
There, you find a letter from Jesus. With

' trembling hands, you read the letter right

i there at the box. In the letter, Jesus tells you

What are those three things? You walk

see Jesus standing in the doorway. Perhaps . -
you feel unworthy of his thanks and :
affirmation. Tell him about it as he listens '
to you. When you finish, he says,

' “Beat peace, My grace is sufficent for you. When you are weak, then
you are strong.’ Jesus leads you into your house and then into your
living room. You both sit together on the couch. Your heart brims
over with thankfulness. You, in your own words, thank Jesus for all

- the ways he has loved you. You and Jesus embrace as the peace of

So food for thought, as we look at our Church community and our:
own Christian lives. What draws us to Jesus and keeps us close to,
him? What description of Jesus are we conveying to others? What !
we say about Jesus can be the determining point to whether'
others will ‘come and see’. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF:

the Father flows over you.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this second Sunday of the liturgical season of the Epiphany,
lohn the Baptist gives his testimony about Jesus that He is the
Lamb of God, and some of the apostles soon realised that Jesus is
the Messiah of God, meaning, the one anointed by God to found
the kingdom of heaven on earth.

First we are told that John the Baptist was with two of his disciples,
when he saw the Lord going by. John turned to his disciples and
said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” This is a reference to the sacrifice
of a lamb by Jewish people at the Passover, and at Passovers since
then. Our Lord gave His life for us, that we might escape from the
slavery of sin, and that the angel of spiritual death, the devil, might
turn away from us, because by His blood we have been saved. At
each Maronite Mass, just before we pray the ‘Our Father’ and
receive Communion, the priest holds high the chalice and the
Eucharistic bread, and the entire church joins in the prayer:

“0 Lord, you are the pleasing Oblation who offered yourself for
us. You are the forgiving sacrifice who offered Yourself to Your
Father. You are the High Priest who offered Yourself as the lamb.”

5t John the Baptist may not have known that the Lord would
institute the Eucharist, but he did know that He was going to offer
Himself as a sacrifice to God on behalf of the sins of all those who
had repented. By doing so, Jesus would bring to completion the
work begun by John the Baptist.

The second thing in this Gospel is how the Baptist’s two disciples,
whom tradition identifies as Saints John and Andrew, then
followed Jesus, and stayed with Him. Then, one of the two
disciples, St Andrew, went and found his brother, who was then
known as Simon. He said to Simon “We have found the Messiah.”
These extraordinary words mean that Andrew and John had, in the
course of one day, realised that God had sent His anocinted one to
Israel in order to invite us to the Kingdom of Heaven.

SENIOR'S COMMITTEE

This shows the speed with which the human heart can be
renewed and filled with faith.

Then, in another dramatic moment from a Gospel passage
filled with power, Jesus looked at Peter, and said to him, “You
are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Kefa." In Syriac
and Aramaic languages, Kefa means “rock”.

We see in this Gospel aspects of what it means to be a
Christian. It means first to be a disciple or follower of Jesus, and
to accept Him as our teacher. It also means to visit Him, in all
humility, where He lives, and we know that on earth He is to be
found in the tabernacle. It means secondly to make our
offerings to God through the Lamb of God, His Son Our Lord
Jesus Christ, to join in the Eucharistic offering of the Mass, to
repent of our sins, and to change our minds and our lives, to do
penance. And finally, meeting Jesus Christ changes us and
makes us a new creation.

Whoever we are, wherever we are, and whatever we do, let us
proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Messiah and our Saviour. He is
the doorway to God the Father and to the new life that starts
here on earth.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

God be with us all dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Especially in this

new year 2021, may it be a blessed and a peaceful year for everyone.

John 1:35-42
The First Disciples

The Senior's Committee was overwhelmed with joy to be able to visit

our precious seniors, though very briefly we were able to wish them a alelclolelflelullalx e ImInlo o Talr s Tulvwlx]¥]z

Merry Christmas and check up on them.

Our precious seniors do not realise that they give us more than we give
them. May God bless them and keep them safe until the passing of this
virus, when we can meet again and celebrate together with our spiritual

leader Father Youwakim.
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PARISH CAMERA

Heaven on Earth serving those in need over Christmas



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 17 January: Second Sunday After the Epiphany -
5t Anthony the Great
11.00am 40 Day Mass Laure Mansour Sukkar widow of the late
Khalil Mansour Sukkar from Bcharri
5.00pm Khalil Assaad Jebrine from Bnachii (Died in Lebanon).
Monday 18 January:
6.00pm Sibelle Milad Zakhia Doueihy from Zgharta
(died in Lebanon).
Tuesday 19 January:
6.00pm Wadih Chehade Keyrouz from Becharré
(died in Lebanaon).
Wednesday 20 January:
7.00pm Pierre Hanna Najib Nehme from Kfarsghab
(died in Lebanon]).
Friday 22 January:
6.00pm 40 Day Katour Amin Semaan widow of the late
Assaad Sarkis Bou Mina from Zghartaghrin.
Saturday 23 January:
6.00pm 40 Day Michael Youssef Succar from Becharré.
Sunday 24 January: Sunday of the Priests
11.00am One year Daniel George from Bkerkacha.
5.00pm One year Tony Arida from Bkerkacha.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

@) @OlolSyd
' i |
6) @DurladyofLebanon

D) @OlolSydney
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all
\ eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls

in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Baby lsaac
Elhelou (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha
Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Jamilee Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Adel Khreich, Emile Khreich, Joyce
Khreich (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R} Jamil
& Labibe Roumanus, Michael Rizk, Emil Rizk (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny,
Shivan Shammas (T) Bernadette Tanna, Tony Tannous (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck &
husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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