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THE GOSPEL

——————
The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him
and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom | said,
After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me

because he was before me.’ | myself did not know
him; but | came baptising with water for this
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And
lohn testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. | myself
did not know him, but the one who sent me to
baptise with water said to me, ‘He on whom you
see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who
baptises with the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have
seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, | myself, Paul, appeal to
you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ
— | who am humble when face to face with
you, but bold toward you when | am away! —
| ask that when | am present | need not show
boldness by daring to oppose those who think
we are acting according to human standards.
Indeed, we live as human beings, but we do
not wage war according to human standards;
for the weapons of our warfare are not
merely human, but they have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments
and every proud obstacle raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we take every thought
captive to obey Christ. We are ready to punish
every disobedience when your obedience is
complete. Look at what is before your eyes. If
you are confident that you belong to Christ,
remind yourself of this, that just as you belong
to Christ, so also do we. Now, even if | boast a
little too much of our authority, which the Lord
gave for building you up and not for tearing
you down, | will not be ashamed of it. | do not
want to seem as though | am trying to frighten
you with my letters. For they say, “His letters
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You made him worthy to
lay his hand upon your
head, though you are the
Source of life

Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

|
Lord Jesus, help me to trust
in You amidst the fiery
storms and turbulence of
daily life in today's world.

Just as You calmed the

In1:29-34 are weighty and strong, but his bodily ' | ¢
presence is weak, and his speech S'OTMY S€as, please gran
contemptible.” Let such people understand me that same peace within
that what we say by letter when absent, we
will also do when present. my weary soul. Amen

2Cor 10:1-11
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ; -

| would like to wish you a year blessed by Gu;l*/ﬁes! Thanks
God for His many graces that He has bestowed upon us in 2020,
despite the challenging conditions that we all experienced. We
ask for His constant blessing, graces and presence, Deyim...
Deyim..., throughout our new year 2021. | pray to God that this
year will be a very fruitful year for you and your families as we
continue our spiritual journey towards the Kingdom that is
awaiting us.

R |
| A New Year

What about us who have been baptised and believe, do we bear
This week we begin a new season in our Maronite Church, the witness to our faith in our daily lives? Do our deeds express our
Glorious Epiphany of our Lord. The Feast of the Epiphany (Ghtas) words and are our words consistent with our deeds? In our life
was first celebrated in the Eastern Church in the third century and journey, do we know that it is Christ who carries us and liberates
eventually adopted in the Western Church. The Syriac word for ys by His cross of love and His victorious resurrection?
this feast is “Denhg”.in English, it is known as Epiphany, a Greek / '
word which means “manifestation” or “apparition”. This feast is On a parish note, the committee and teachers of the First Holy
also known as the Theophany, meaning the “appearance of God". Communion of our children e started the preparation for the
The reason the word Epiphany was adopted is that on this day we Sacrament’s program [this yearThe enrolment deadline ends
celebrate the appearance or manifestation of Christ among us as soon. It is an important phase in the livesof our children as we give
God’s Son, and Theophany is also adopted because for the first them through it the treasure of faith preserved in the Sacrament

time in the Bible, the Holy Trinity was revealed, Father, Son and of the Eucharist. Please do not delay enrolling your children.
Holy Spirit at the Baptism of the Son.

The Christmas and New Year period is always a wonderful time for
In the first Sunday after the Theophany, the Church offers us, as a families to get together and enjoy the season. It is also a period of
Mother and Teacher, the testimony of John the Baptist about the rest, relaxation and fun. Despite the required restrictions and
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. John the precautions, the spirit of God is always with the family. Many of
Baptist said it in the spirit of prophecy as he saw the whole our families take time off during this period to rejoice and enjoy
Mystery of Redemption in just one moment, the moment of the each other. It is so important that we benefit from this time to
sacred baptism in the Jordan River. refresh ourselves for the year ahead. We hope that this time will
i be a period of rest during which we recharge our energies so we
Baptism is first and foremost arfinitiative from God who speaks to can have a strong start in the new year with our Lord Jesus,
us before we even answer'Him, who has accepted us before we whether in the parish, at work or in our families.
became worthy to accept Him and who took our sins and our
death to give us Hislife. i\.

JESUS THE SON OF GOD

Father Tony Sarkis

 What is your role in our parish?

We are in the Season of the Epiphany, where we recall the FABES UF ul-uL i “AGBALINA SAAD
baptism of Jesus, marking the entry into his public ministry.

Yet Jesus is much more than a man baptised and preaching the " '
word of God. John the Baptist declares Jesus to be ‘a man who | am currently a leader of the Fersen Al Adra “‘?
ranks ahead of me because he was before me’ (v30). Jesus is the Committee and have been part of this

' wonderful ministry for two years. | have W | \
Son of God, who has existed eternally. i had the opportunity to teach Year 1 and Year 4, ﬁ&
o

; ; | allowing them to love and, most importantly,
The very first words we read in John's Gospel are, ‘In the,gmw spiritually by living out their Maronite

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the ' Catholic faith every day, not only during et

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came ' Saturday lessons. | believe this is very important, as when they grow
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into' up, they can lead by example and teach Fersen students just as they
being. What has come inte being in him was life, and the life was. Were once taught.

the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and thei What is your advice for those who would like to serve the church ?

: . -
darkness d'd_ not overcome ]F (vw1-5). Dﬂ‘?s thlsrpassage ”?m}_“d[ | would simply say if you are most passionate about being involved
you of anything? Turn your minds to Genesis 1:1, ‘In the beginning, around the church, nothing should stop you from going forward and
when God created.’ ' doing it. From personal experience, | know, at times, individuals tend

. to be reluctant when it comes to being involved in committees or

What Jnhn the Bapﬁst is revealing in the Gnspel uf Jghn is that: even vﬂ|untEEring at events. This may bE due to f’E‘aI'S or worries 'Df

Jesus is the One who has come from God. He goes on to say, ‘I saw ﬁ“t knuwigg a"'ﬁ"? or u?sure of h“.":tfu gtet involved {trufe for ;“E!]"
L £ & a u , nowever, do not et any Tear or anxi a5 Turn you away trom truly
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on, serving God and your Church. We all have hearts of humility, and

him’ (v32). Return back again to the very beginning of Scripture’ serving your parish is rewarding both to your community and
where we read in Gen 1:2 ‘while a wind of God swept over the' yourself. It allows you to meet so many wonderful like-minded,
face of the waters! Again the indication that lesus, though: formed Catholics who ultimately become the closest of friends. In

baptised by John, is yet the very one on whom the Spirit of God 2ddition, for some individuals, it will further push you out of your
dwells and has always dwelt. comfort zone, hence allow you to grow in confidence. | have always
| I:rﬁ;l told that to serve thehchurc!i': is Ec{? hsewe Gng in ttsel!'f. So then,
: z i S ‘a ars or worries in your heart shou g set aside as what you are
Son of God [1:34],Thi5 15 No ardmary man before us and this is no ' yvour hearts. There are so many committees at church you can be
ordinary baptism. We will see wonders from Jesus, who acts on' invelved in; you just simply have to get in contact with them and
behalf of the Father, the God of all Creation. Amen ; show your interest. Remember, we are all "equipped to minister the
Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF lrr?ufi of God to people” you are a "picture of God's Grace and

| Kinaness .



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this first Sunday after the Epiphany, our Gospel reading is taken
from the magnificent passage at the very beginning of 5t John's
Gospel, which commences with the words: “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him

In the excerpt we read today, 5t John states that when John the
Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him, he said, “Behold! The Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world!” We are so used to
these words that we rarely stop to meditate over their meaning.
The lamb was offered to God as a sacrifice to remove sin. 5t John
is prophesying that like the lamb, Our Lord would be sacrificed to
God, but whereas the animal is only given for the sins of one
person, this sacrifice would be offered for the sins of all the world.

lohn baptised the Lord, and after it, said that he had seen: “the
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon
Him." In this way, John knew that it was Jesus who would baptise
with the Holy Spirit, and not only with water. To make it perfectly
clear, 5t John added: “l have seen and testified that this is the Son
of God.” So when we read the Gospel of 5t John, we can be certain
that 5t John was speaking of the actions of the one true God upon
this earth. What was shown to him could only be seen with eyes
which God had opened.

The baptism of the Lord was the first Epiphany, but in each and
every baptism which is celebrated, there is another Epiphany. In
those baptisms, the Lord appears within the souls of those
baptised; and as with those whom John baptised, it divides their
lives into two parts: before and after baptism. This is a division into
natural and supernatural. We, who have been baptised, are living
with the possibility of receiving the supernatural gift of grace
through the sacraments, and through prayer, fasting, and works of
charity.

COME ALIVE

Dearest maronite flame,

Firstly I'd like to wish you all a happy and blesse
new year to you and your families. Secondly,
We find ourselves yet again beginning a new
year, new challenges, new problems, new joy
and a continuous growth in faith and love.

As you prepare to enter your next year group at school or prepare to
undertake your final year of school, you will need to continue to
persevere and place your full trust in God and in our lady. Ask Her to
guide you in all that you do to her beloved son. Pray that all your actions,

waords and thoughts always reflect God's love and mercy.

Finally I'd like to make one request from you all and that is to pray for all
our clergy, and those discerning their vocation. Our clergy are working
50 hard to do everything they can especially Fr Tony to keep our church
doors open. Therefore we must continue to comply with all matters

concerning Covid 19.

| look forward along with the rest of the teens leaders, to seeing you all
soon as we plan to begin our new year at teens and come alive and to
learn, have fun and to become the best version of ourselves so that we

can always serve Jlesus through our brothers and sisters.

Joey Khoury

For this reason, we need to come to the church, where we can
receive more of the grace of God, where we can be where
others have come to worship, and where our faith, hope, and
charity can be strengthened and encouraged. The church is a
place where people see with the eyes of faith, where the
supernatural is acknowledged, and the divine is worshipped. It
is a place where, with 5t John the Baptist, we can say: “Behold,
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” And
we can participate in the two sacraments which are referred to
in that saying: the blessed Eucharist and confession or
reconciliation. Our churches are now open but in some states
numbers are still restricted due to COVID-19. Where possible, |
invite you to come to a weekly mass and support your churches
in the best way you can: your prayerful presence.

Mot only is the Epiphany of the Lord repeated at each baptism,
however humble, but we may share in the work of 5t John the
Baptist, and say every day: "He is the Son of God. Before | was,
He was, and He is infinitely greater than me.” Amen.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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PARISH CAMERA

(ant: Jesus Christ
our Lord,

the Son of God.

Epiphany Masses

lay the homes of the
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 10 January: First Sunday After the Epiphany sl Ja¥) 2a¥ : B Ggals Ve Y
11.00am 40 Day Mass Fouad Issa Harb from Tannourine E -
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sick and apparitions at Fatima
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Saturday 16 January -
6.00pm Michel |ssa Harb from Tannourine (died in Lebanon) and Lolli 4

sympathy at the church doors A Gl 1Y S
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Sunday 17 January: Second Sunday After the Epiphany - 5t
Anthony the Great

11.D.I13m 40 Day Mass Laure Mans.uur Sukkar widow of the late e e e sl At R Py m,} o
Khalil Mansour Sukkar from Bcharri :

5.00pm 40 Day Mass Khalil Assaad Jebrine from Bnachee (Died in Al Jhoe o gilanlly (i 3 Agia) ety G Cppe deud WA agaall 220
Lebanon) and sympathy at the church doors
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIOMNERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held se:urelzjin Your Loving embrace for all etemil'r
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Stephan Aboud & family {BE, Milian Bou Raidan, Youssef Antonious Basbous Taouk & his
children, 5aid & Evelyn Bechara (C) LD] :[ELMatthew Essemﬁeqrge lia & his wife Saidi Elia (F1{G) [HJ Madeline & Paul Haddad
and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Mohsen Hayek& his wife Haifa & son
Kabalan Hayek (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Tony Joseph & his wife Jamilie (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, [brahim & Leila Khodeir
Tanios Elias Kazzi & family (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family (N) &DL{Pj
gﬂl (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Badoui & Phellﬂminalﬂeaicheg Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their

on Kf.-nn(‘g . Rizk & Tannaé& Saba Families, Nabih Nassim Saad & his children Emile & Kevin 5aad, Khaicy, Gittany, Fahd, Sukari
Families, George Makhoul & Elias Bou AssiHassan Suliman Iu Kamil & Ghorra Tanna, Rita Tabet (U) WﬁW] Ray WehbeWehbe
(X) [Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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