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THE EPISTLE

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are

troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say ::::: int:lt:z e?:gi%mbfyli:ﬁrr}na_n I:aﬁgzﬂc?tlenigcmubﬂ?:;:

to you, ‘l am going away, and | am coming to you." If you you were at that time without Christ, being aliens
loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father, from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to

; the covenants of promise, having no hope and
because the Father is greater than |. And now | have told RSt o fa His ot B noar i Cher: s

you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you yoy who once were far off have been brought near
may believe. | will no longer talk much with you, for the by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh

ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but he has rnad_e_ h,c'th groups i'?m e anl_:l1h.=.|s broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between

| do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world ;s He has abolished the law with its commandments
may know that | love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way. and ordinances, that he might create in himself one

Jn 14:27-31 New humanity in place of the two, thus making
peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in
one body through the cross, thus putting to death
that hostility through it. 5o he came and proclaimed
peace to you who were far off and peace to those
who were near; for through him both of us have
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with
the saints and also members of the household of
God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in
whom you also are built together spiritually into a
dwelling place for God.

THE GOSPEL
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NEW YEAR'S DAY -
WORLD DAY OF
PEACE

And His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace

Isaiah 9:6

PRAYER

God, thank you for a new
year. May everyone in our
family be willing to begin
anew with a clean slate. We
know that you are always
ready to forgive us. Help us
to be willing to forgive
ourselves and to forgive one
another. Help us to put aside
anxiety about the future and
the past, so that we might
live in peace with you now,

Eph 2:11-22 one day at a time. Amen
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THE GOSPEL

Mow every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the
festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve
years old, they went up as usual for the festival.
When the festival was ended and they started to
return, the boy lesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but
his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in
the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey.
Then they started to look for him among their
relatives and friends. When they did not find him,
they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After
three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. And all who heard him were amazed
at his understanding and his answers. When his
parents saw him they were astonished; and his
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us
like this? Look, your father and | have been searching
for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, "Why were
you searching for me? Did you not know that | must
be in my Father's house?” But they did not
understand what he said to them. Then he went
down with them and came to Mazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom
and in years, and in divine and human favour.

Lk 2: 41-52
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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Now if perfection had
been attainable through the levitical
priesthood — for the people received the law
under this priesthood — what further need
would there have been to speak of another
priest arising according to the order of
Melchizedek, rather than one according to the
order of Aaron? For when there is a change in
the priesthood, there is necessarily a change
in the law as well. Now the one of whom these
things are spoken belonged to another tribe,
from which no one has ever served at the
altar. For it is evident that our Lord was
descended from Judah, and in connection
with that tribe Moses said nothing about
priests. It is even more obvious when another
priest arises, resembling Melchizedek, one
who has become a priest, not through a legal
requirement concerning physical descent, but
through the power of an indestructible life.
For it is attested of him, “You are a priest
forever, according to the order of
Melchizedek." There is, on the one hand, the
abrogation of an earlier commandment
because it was weak and ineffectual (for the
law made nothing perfect); there is, on the
other hand, ghe introduction of a better hope,
through whigh we approach God.

Heb 7: 11-19
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THE SERVANTS WORD
D E

ear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we welcome this new year of 2021, we firstly give thanks to
God for all the blessings and graces that he bestowed upon us in
the past year, with all the challenges and difficulties that
accompanied them and which we experienced together as one
Parish family.

In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus telling his disciples (and us too)
“Peace | leave with you, my peace | give to you" (lohn 14:27).
When we reflect on these expressions, we cannot help but think
of our dire need for the Peace of lesus. In 2020, the world
witnessed various natural and human challenges, difficulties and
catastrophes, some here in this good land Australia, some in our
beloved country Lebanon, and indeed all over the world. In
addition to these harsh conditions, we witnessed the turmoil, fear
and terror of many for various reasons, especially from the
pandemic that has imposed on all human beings a lifestyle that is
alien to their nature. Even in our own homes and in the depths of
our own hearts, many of us are struggling to find the peace that
Christ gives to us.

So how can we find this peace?

The answer for us Maronites is, through the simplicity of our lives,
we find the Peace of Christ and receive it in the most complete
way in the Mass. This is precisely what no disaster, difficulty or
pandemic could take from us in the past year. In our Maronite
liturgy, we hear four times “Peace be with you." Our Rite of Peace
involves the peace of Christ ggmkn{fraym His holy Altar and
passed to all the people present in the church. Furthermore, after
receiving the Prince of Peace in the Communion, we are
commissioned to “Go in Peace”. We are called in the most sublime

“of our prayer to receive the peace of Christ and share this
peace with all whom we encounter. This is what we desperately
need, uﬁfe;iiljy.‘mthe new year. | pray that this may be our goal
and o yer as the people of God in our parish in 2021, so we
can be icons of the Peace of Christ for all people.

CATHOLICISM
GOD

Aspired Peace

After celebrating the Feast of the Birth of Our Lord, and as we
continue our journey through this blessed Season, we come to
our next great feast, the Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord on
the 6th of January. We will be celebrating this feast with a Vigil
Mass in which the water will be blessed and the baptismal
vows renewed. By celebrating the Epiphany, we start a new
season of our Liturgical Year. After the Season of the Birth of
the Lord, when the Son of God became man to save us, the
Trinity appears today in a glorious image in which we are
liberated by the Father's voice, the Son's baptism and the
Spirit's descent. Hence we pray: Give us O Lord to be faithful to
your grace and to renew our baptismal vows by devoting
ourselves to you so we can maintain the presence of the Holy
Trinity in our daily lives saying: Deyim...Deyim.., (Everlasting...
Everlasting...).

Once more, | would like to thank all those who have helped in
the various spiritual and social activities throughout 2020,
putting our parish ONLINE. | pray to the Prince of Peace to
bless you along with all your beloved ones with a year full of
happiness, prosperity and holiness, throughout 2021.

Wishing you a happy NewYear!
\-. Fath!ﬂau@s
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

At the dawn of this new year 2021, | would like to wish you and
your families a blessed year filled with good health, blessings and
peace. | hope that the coming few months bring new hope to our
world and an end to the pandemic that has gripped our societies
and changed our lives.

This Sunday in our Maronite liturgy, the first Sunday of the year, we
read about the Finding of the Lord in the Temple. We contemplate,
as a continuation of the Mystery of the Incarnation, the entry of the
Son of God into the/human community and the progressive
education of Jesus by loseph and Mary. The Gospel tells us: “And
lesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with Ged and
man.” (Luke 2:52).

Jesus is twelve years old and demonstrates the good education
received in the'’home of Nazareth. Jesus’ wisdom reveals the action
of the Holy Spirit, as well as the good knowledge instilled in Him by
Joseph and Mary. The anguish of Mary and Joseph highlights their
care and loving presence.

Today, more than ever, it is necessary for the family, and
particularly the mother and the father, to assume the educational
mission that God has entrusted to them. | sometimes witness
families relying solely on the school or a church group to teach their
children the Christian faith. Instead of taking an active role in the
faith education of their children, parents sometimes rely on others
to instil Christian values, faith, and the love of God in their sons and
daughters. Whilst the school and.the parish play an important role
in faith education, the family"home is the first and most significant
school of faith for evefy child.

Jesus lived in the house of
Mazareth and learned to be
virtuous, in the example of
Joseph and Mary. Children, to
grow up as Christians, need to
see their parents living and
practicing the faith. The
Christian family is called to
discover and grow the love of God within its members. It is in
the day to day of our lives that divine grace will be manifested.
Mary and Joseph did not seek the extraordinary, but they were
open to the extraordinary work of God in their lives. They are
remarkable in their welcoming of God's plan and their attitude
of service to achieve what they understood of God's will for
them, from the announcement to Mary, then to Joseph, to the
birth of Jesus, then the escape to Egypt, and the hidden life in
Mazareth. In all of these adventures, there is an attitude of
listening and service with great humility. The Holy Family is the
perfect example of a believing community, a praying
community and a serving community. Our family life can be
inspired by the way they were open to the presence and work
of God in their lives.

In 2020, our family lives were challenged in many ways. Parents
had to assume the roles of teachers for their children as they
learned from home, whilst balancing home duties and their
daily jobs. For a period of time, we were also unable to come
together with our extended families or with our parish
communities. All these placed an enormous challenge on
families, one that | hope we accepted in the example of the
Holy Family. At the beginning of this New Year 2021, | pray that
we all seek the wisdom of Christ and bring it to our families, so
that our homes may be truly transformed into domestic
churches. May we seek Him, not in a careless manner but,
rather, with the anxiousness and concern of Joseph and Mary as
they sought Him.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION:
THE POPE FRANCIS LIST

DR NN ADLNRN

Meet the poor

Don’t gossip.
Finish yvour meals.
Make time for others.

Choose the ‘more humble’ purch

‘in the flesh’.

Stop judging others.

Befriend those who disagree.

Make commitments, such as marriage.

Make it a habit to “ask the Lord’.

Be happv.




FINDING IN THE TEMPLE

The only account we have of a young Jesus is found in this Sunday’s
Gospel passage from Luke, where a twelve-year-old Jesus decides to
trek out on his own.

This is a child on the cusp of becoming a teenager. A movement from
childhood into puberty and adulthood. As many parents will tell,
children at this age can be quite rebellious and challenging. They want
to explore and question. They seek independence and freedom.

lesus is no different to a degree. He has left his parents to wander off in
Jerusalem. He searches out the temple and spends time in the company
of ‘teachers, listening to them and asking them questions’ (v46). He is
curious, interested and is growing up!

Like typical parents, Mary and loseph come all flustered and worried
about their child who has left the safety net of home, ‘Child, why have
you treated us like this?’ (v48). The parents do not understand Jesus’
actions and he does not understand their anxiety, "Why are you
searching for me?’ (v49). Yet in the end lesus returns home ‘and was
obedient to them’ (v51).

Parents need to understand that children will grow up and cannot be
forever under their protective wings. Children need to explore and ask
guestions. If parents can accept this with graciousness, their child will
return to them. It is also important to understand that if parents want
their children to grow in faith, they need to accept that their child will
ask questions about religion, will want to know more and will seek
answers that appeal to their understanding. What parents understand
and accept about Christian teaching may very well differ in what their
child accepts. The important thing is to allow children to explore and
guestion and get to the heart of the matter. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF
/j. 1 In the Maronite Church, the Epiphany marks the Baptism of Our Lord and the
;,‘ y descent of the Holy Spirit upon Him. At midnight, on the night before the
i S ‘, Epiphany, Maronite tradition has it that Jesus will pass over to bless the homes of

{

{' the faithful. All creation will bow down to Him except for the cursed fig tree and
i

the proud mulberry tree. We greet each other with the term “Deyim Deyim”

which means “everlasting everlasting” which signifies that the Everlasting never

/ ‘I 1
THE EPIPHANY:

7*? DEYI M DEYI M i will be used for the rest of the year, Windows, doors and the grain houses are left
| )
| I

L) _ open so that they can be blessed and protect the homeowner from poverty. The

L
|

forgets to visit. Dough is kneaded and left out to create the yeast starter which

faithful also attend Mass and bring with them bottles of water to be blessed and
used in the house for the rest of the year.

So on the eve of the 05th January 2021, open your homes and more importantly,
open your hearts and your minds to receive the blessing of the Everlasting into
your life.

www.olol.org,au




‘Peace is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Peace is what out world is so
‘desperately looking for. Peace is what we hope our faithful departed are
resting in. Peace is the condition we desire to live in, with each other
‘and with our enemies. But do we really know what peace is?

When | asked an 8 year old child what is peace, his response was: God
is always with you. No tertiary degree, no significant life experience but
just an honest answer. This is peace. It is God always with you. If God is
always with me then | am able to speak wise words inspired by Him, like
this innocent 8 year old. If God is always with me, then my actions, my
speech and my thoughts would be peaceful because God is peace.
When God was born in a humble manger, peace filled the earth because
God became one of us in all things but sin and He dwelt with us. There
was reconciliation between God and man because God is with us. And ;
when God is with us, our hearts ought not to fall into trouble or be
afraid. This is the command of Our Lord’s not only to The Twelve but to
us as well,

The Church, teaches us “Earthly peace is the image and fruit of the
peace of Christ, the messianic "Prince of Peace” CCC2305. May not only
the new year inspire us to bring the peace of Christ to others. But, may
we inspired by the faith that God is with us, always strive to work for
peace by speaking and acting peaceably in a manner befitting of our
Christian identity, temples of the Holy Spirit and channels of God's
Peace. Amen

Where is Jesus?
Help Mary and Joseph find Jesus at the temple.

KIDS CORNER




PARISH CAMERA

his mighry heavens, Praise him
& acts of power; praise him for his

o5 Uiy Ui = Lol c s S eyl ., 2 -~ g
il oS a6 askh lges)l !
Allh asleadang aSl-pSilg
a5 g gsall Lesuiag
Gkl lg L ¥ qing ‘
e lap ]l lgacas Mg

FGgil gl re

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS

COMMITTED
Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 03 January: The Finding of Our Lord in the Temple
Masses 8am (Ar) , 9.30am (Eng), 11am [Ar/Eng), Spm (Ar/Eng)
and 7pm (Eng)

Tuesday 05 January: Eve of the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany

of Our Lord with the Riteof Blessihg of the Epiphany Water

Masses 7.00am, 9.00am, 11.00am and|6.00pm

10.00pm Mass & Rite of Blessing of the Epiphany Water "‘\"l'l'llhllq'f
WA,

Wednesday 06 January: Feast of the Glorious Epiphany c\]f'our

Lord with the Rite of B %ng of the Epiphany Water

Masses 7.00am, 9.00a; pm and 7.00pm
Thursday 07 January
6.00pm 40 Day Hiyam Milad Al Katrib
"‘j o
Saturday 09 January !

6.00pm 40 Day Martha Man,,r Stephen vidow of the late Youssef
Mansour Samya from Kfersghab

Sunday ig\w'[»uar\r First Sunday After the Epiphany

Masses Ar) , 9.30am (Eng), 11am (Ar/Eng), Spm (Ar/Eng)
and 7pm (Eng)

11.00am 40 Day Mass Fouad Issa Harb from Tannourine

7.00pm 40 Day Mass Boutros Roumanos Chediac from Hadchit

2d i‘i Wiy

New Year Masses

New Years Eve winzzoo
5.00 pm Holy Hour followed by 6.00 prm Mass

New Year3 Daty v oroizoz:
£.00 am, 10.00 am & ) pim Mass
24 Hours Adoration.
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

55 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made throu
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

h Direct Debit

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity

especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

souls who have no one to pray for them {B) Milian Bou Raidan [C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and

their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Jabour Assad Haddad & his wife Hanna,

Amine Tannous Haddad & his wife Samyia, Assad Jabour Haddad (1) {J) Charbel Jabbour, Tony Joseph & his wife Jamilie, Elias Saad

Jahjah and his wife Mariam (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Akl & Kassis Family (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa,
Arthur Lichaa (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful
departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa [(N) (O] (P) (Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus {5) Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Rahib saad Tannous & Family, Nabih Saad & Family [T) (U} [V) (W) Ray
WehbeWehbe [X) (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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