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THE GOSPEL

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus

that all the world should be registered. This was the first

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of

Syria. All went to their own towns to be rEﬁistered. Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in @ manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn. In that region there were shepherds Iivin_ﬁlin the
fields, keeping watch over their flock bJ night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the ﬁglur\r of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - | am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel 3 multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favours!” When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now
to Bethiehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 5o they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had
been told to them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glnriiirag and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Long ago God spoke to our
ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son,
whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom
he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of
God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful
word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are
my Son; today | have begotten you"? Or again, “l will
be his Father, and he will be my 5on”? And again,
when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God's angels worship him.” Of the angels he
says, "He makes his angels winds, and his servants
flames of fire." But of the Son he says, “Your throne,
0 God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter
is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God,
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.” And, “In the beginning,
Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are
the work of your hands; they will perish, but you
remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a
cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will
be changed. But you are the same, and your years
will never end.”
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THE BIRTH OF
OUR LORD

You are the hidden Light,
who shines wupon the
world, and the Ancient of
Days, born as a child from
the Daughter of David

Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

Holy, holy holy Lord God;
only Son born of the Father:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God;
only Son who dawned from
Mary. Holy, holy, holy Lord
God; angels came down,
singing praises. Holy, holy
holy Lord Godl who is carried
by the Virgin
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THE GOSPEL

Jesus said “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets
and decorate the graves of the righteous, and you
say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we
would not have taken part with them in shedding the
blood of the prophets.” Thus you testify against
yourselves that you are descendants of those who
murdered the prophets, Fill up, then, the measure of
your ancestors. You snakes, you brood of vipers! How
can you escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore |
send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of
whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog
in your synagogues and pursue from town to town,
so that upon you may come all the righteous blood
shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to
the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly
| tell you, all this will come upon this generation.
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have | desired to gather your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you
were not willing! See, your house is left_to yo
desolate. For | tell you, you will not see-me again unfil
you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the na
of the Lord.” As Jesus came out of the temple
was going away, {ﬂs disciples came to-peint o
him the buildings of (the temple. Then he a
them, “You see all ere d yrou not? Truly | tell
not one st; eW|II left here upon another;jall
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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, | wish you would bear
with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with
me! | feel a divine jealousy for you, for |
promised you in marriage to one husband, to
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But |
am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by
its cunning, your thoughts will be led astray
from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For
if someone comes and proclaims another
lesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you
receive a different spirit from the one you
received, or a different gospel from the one

you accepted, you submit to it readily enough.

| think that | am not in the least inferior to
these super-apostles. | may be untrained in
speech, but not in knowledge; certainly in
every way and in all things we have made this
—evident to you. Did | commit a sin by humbling
myself so that you might be exalted, because |
proclaimed God’s good news to you free of
charge? | robbed other churches by accepting
f: supfogort from them in order to serve you. And
when | waswith you and was in need, Idid not
urden anyone, for my needs were supplied
e friends who came from Macedonia. So
ined-and-will continue to refrain frﬂl'lil

2Cor 11:1-9

SAINT STEPHEN,
THE FIRST
MARTYR
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Through the birth of the Lord lesus, our eyes are filled with
His purity and innocence as we ponder on the Divine Child
and His mother Mary. With Joseph, we anticipate the hope
that He will bring to all nations. With the angels, we praise,
glorify and honour Him. With the Shepherds, we bring all
our dreams and wishes to His humble manger. And with the
three kings, we bow down before His majesty and adore
Him. How beautiful is the Divine Child that has been sent
from above? Through Him, hope has overcome despair, joy
has overcome sorrow, life has overcome death and the light
has truly overcome the darkness. Through the birth of Jesus,
our relationship with our heavenly Father has been restored
because He is the bridge that has redeemed and saved us.
Yes, He is the bridge because without Him we have no path
to heaven! For this, we have no reason to despair. We are
the children of joy! At times, it may seem hard to feel this
way as we journey through life, especially in a year like this.
However, let us always try to remember this matter during
the festive season and always: we are the children of joy!

Two thousand and twenty years ago, the Magi came from
the East carrying their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
They are strange gifts for a little child! Yet, through these
gifts, the Magi acknowledged symbolically Jesus as king,
priest and saviour. Gold is a symbol of royalty on earth,
frankincense is a symbol of the priesthood and myrrh
(embalming oil} is a symbol of death. Through baptism, we
share as Christians in the royalty, priesthood and prophetic
mission of Christ.

Today in 2020, amid everything that is happening around us,
what are the gifts that we are presenting to Jesus? What
gold are we offering Him? Is it our families, our strength, our
talents, our possessions and every precious thing in our
lives? What frankincense are we carrying to the child king?
Qur prayers, our Christian lives, our mission, our service to
the Church and her people? And what Myrrh are we offering
Him? Is it our weaknesses, anxiety, tragedies that we are
facing all over the world: wars, poverty, destruction and the
COVID pandemic, our concern for the future and for our
brothers and sisters in humanity, or the emptiness of the
present time?

Through Your Birth My Lord

All these things represent not only our identity, but rather and
more importantly who our God is! Christmas is a life-changing
event through which we encounter God amongst us,
communicating with us through His Son Jesus Christ. God has
taken the initiative, as He is always doing, reminding us, once
more, of the most significant and precious gift in the history of
humanity through the gift of mercy, the gift of Emmanuel. In
this feast, we are called to take the initiative and live up to our
parish motto: “Let us go to Bethlehem and see” (Luke 2/15).
We are called to take the initiative and carry the gift of light,
love and peace to all the people whom we encounter. See?
Jesus is you and me! He is everyone of us! We need to be able
to see the face of lesus in the face of our neighbour. When we
are merciful towards our neighbour, we do not only shine with
God's mercy, but we also return to Jesus the gift of mercy, the
gift of His own self!

The shepherds fulfilled their call: “Let us go to Bethlehem and
see”. We too, are called now to fulfill this prophecy everyday.
We need to walk in the light of Jesus and shine His brightness
in the whole world so we become through Him the gift of
mercy.

As we continue our journey, we come to the end of another
year. A year in which we have grown so much, learnt so much
and loved so much. A year which has been filled with new and
exciting paths, challenging paths. Jesus continues to unveil His
will for us and we continue to grow in love with Him. The more
challenges He places in our lives, the more we keep coming
back for more and more. The closer we get to Him, the harder
we must work to reach Him.

While this year is ending, it is the will of the Lord to farewell
one of our beloved shepherds, a shepherd that is never tired
from working in the vineyard of the Lord, Father Danny Nouh.
His priestly mission is taking him now to Saint Joseph parish in
Croydon where he is to serve as the parish priest. Remarkably,
Fr Danny is taking over this parish while His Holiness Pope
Francis has consecrated the year 2020-2021 to Saint Joseph.
This is not a coincidence, but another sign of our growth in the
love of the Lord Jesus. We are very grateful to the many
services that Fr Danny has offered to our blessed parish. We
will miss his meekness, gentleness, silence and prayerful
presence, although his marks will remain here as they are
imprinted in our hearts. On behalf of the clergy and all
parishioners, thank you Abouna Danny for everything. May our
Mother Mary, Our Lady of Lebanon, accompany you wherever
you go.

On behalf of my brother priests, deacon and subdeacon, |
would like to wish each and every one of you a joyful Christmas
that brings with it a great sense of hope for the coming year.
Thank you to all our staff, committees and volunteers who
work tirelessly day after day, in these difficult circumstances, to
ensure that our parish continues to radiate the light of the
Divine Child. Thank you to all the businesses, community
groups and government departments who continually support
all the work that we do. And of course, a special thanks to you,
dear parishioners. If it wasn’t for you, we would not exist! May
the birth of our Lord be the Light that overcomes every
darkened area in your lives.

Christ is born... Alleluia!
Father Tony Sarkis



MESSAGE FR[IM THE BISHOP -“GHRISTMAS 2020

\:Q
Beloved Erathg,rs fand Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our Maronite
Eparchy, 28!

H.is. name is “Jesus”, which means "God saves'

1.5aint Joseph and the Virgin Mary did not choose the name of Jesus.
When the angel Gabriel bore the good news to Mary, he said to her:
“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
name him Jesus"/{Luke 1:31) Then the angel confirmed this in the
revelation to Joseph: "you are to name him Jesus because he will save his
people from their sins”, (Matthew 1:21).

2.Today, on C tmas Day, we stand before the child in the manger,
cnntemplanng hns divine face. Our eyes are wide with wonder, and hope
fills our hearts; as we witness God's promise of salvation being
accomplished. Thlsr is the fulfilment of prophecies, and the hope of
peoples and nations realised, because the word of God has become a
man and dwelt amongus. Halleluia!

3.Christmas |s ‘more than just another day, and greater than any event,
for it is the fuuqtann of good hope which flows forth every day. It is the
light which, in-ewery time and place, can sweep away the darkness which
lies before ushas Isaiah the Prophet said: “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9: 1).

4.God has done everything, even the impossible, for our sakes. He
emptied himself, was incarnated from the virgin Mary, and entered our
finite world. God, who is infinite, came to save us from our sins and to
open the way to his heavenly kingdom. The name "Jesus,” which means
"God saves,” is a sign of God's belonging to the human family, and his
granting us the possibility of belonging to his divine family. But he cannot
enter our lives and hearts if we do not open the door for him, the door
of the firm belief that he alone is our salvation, the truth, and the life.
This assurance is renewed for us each day, it is the good hope we have
even in the most difficult circumstances and the most trying times.

5.All over the world, humanity has experienced much suffering and
many challenges in this year 2020. The Corona pandemic swept the
globe, causing the death of more than one and a half million people,
paralysing the global economy, and creating a state of panic and fear. It
caused fundamental shifts in human lives and human relations, and a
major change not only to the implementation of remote learning, but
also to remote working. The world after COVID-19 will be different from
the one which preceded it.

6.0n this holy day, we can only pray to God to put an end to this global
tragedy. We see early signs of hope for a treatment to the virus, with
tests for a highly successful vaccine which, we pray, is in accordance with
our Christian values and ethical principles, for the dignity of every person
and the sanctity of life.

7.0n this splendid day, | feel bound to send a message of thanks to our
governments, both State and Federal, for their tireless work, and their
significant and effective efforts to stop the spread of the pandemic here.
Their work has been crowned with great success, making Australia the
focus of the attention of a world seeking clues for the management of
this pandemic. As a result of these preventive measures, the faithful
have been able to return to our churches to celebrate the Divine Liturgy
and the sacraments, especially on the Feast of Christmas.

8.As for our motherland Lebanon, on this holy day we.can only show
more solidarity with the Lebanese people, who are living through a
tragedy unparalleled in the contemporary history of Lebanon. In
addition to the political crisis and corruption — which has for 'decades
been rampant in government departments and state institutions < the
explosion in the port of Beirut has increased the suffering-of the
Lebanese and their pain. This is not only because of the-number of
victims, the great destruction, and the despair felt by many;"buf also
because of the reluctance of authorities to reveal the circumstancesand
who is responsible for this terrible crime against Beirut, Lebanon, and
humanity.

9,This year’s Christmas comes at a fitting time to reassure
all those who are suffering, whether alone or with others,
that we have a permanent and constant hope, and His
name is “lesus Christ.” Our faith in him leads us to
remember our poor, marginalized, and suffering brethren,
and to stand with them in solidarity. That is the true
embodiment of the meaning of Christmas. In this context,
| would like to extend a word of sincere thanks to all those
who have answered the call, contributing generously and
abundantly during this year to support the needy in
Lebanon, whose numbers are increasing day by day
Today, | invite you to continue giving, in support of
struggling families in Lebanon, as they strive to remain
steadfast, and to preserve their dignity. Finally, our
Eparchy has launched a new initiative, through Caritas
Lebanon, titled “Sponsor a Lebanese Family” to help the
poorest families over there,

Dearly Beloved,

10. Let us announce with Saint Joseph and the Virgin
Mary the distinctive and unique message of this feast:
“His name is Jesus, which means, God saves.” Following
their example, let us walk according to the:will of God, so
that we may accept Our Lord Jesus Christ in-our life and
love him as they loved him, and listen to his words as they
listened, so that our lives are sanghfled as their lives were
sanctified. R 9
| S

11. On the occasion of, the l@h anniversary of the
declaration of Saint Joseph,the speuse of Our Lady, as
Patron of the Universal Church; His'Holiness Pope Francis
has declared a “Year of Saint Joseph™ commencing from 8
December 2020 and ending on 8 December 2021, During
the coming year in our Maronite Eparchy, which will be
dedicated to 5t loseph, we will make our spiritual journey
meditating upon his life and| his role in the history of
salvation. With a father’s heart, he made of his life an
offering which was humbly placed at the service of lesus
Christ and his mother Mary,

12. In conclusion, | offer\to vo,/;'»and your families my
heartfelt greetings. | am praying with you and for you, so
that this feast will be an apportunity to rejoice in the Lord
and remove fear from our hearts and anxiety from our
souls, | look to the new year 2021 as a new starting point,
living together in fraternaliand human solidarity. May the
name of the Lord Jesus'Christ| be”always the source of
blessings, salvation and jey forus all, Amen.
L1 /
Christ is Bnm. | Allelmal

ntoine-Charbel Tarabay
Ma XY ite Bishop of Australia
5}
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THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD

It is Christmas and we celebrate the Birth of Our Lord. It is a moment in
time when life becomes forever changed. God has entered human life
and our understanding will be transformed.

In our Gospel passage we see the reaction to the birth of Jesus. There is:
* A multitude of the heavenly host, praising God

* Peace on earth

* Amazement

* Mary ponders in her heart

* Shepherds glorify and praise God

Christmas is the one day in the year where we gather and celebrate.
There is a soft warm glow within us, a light of hope before us, and an
arising joy among us. It is the assured knowledge that our God is with us
willingly, gently, beautifully and lovingly. Christmas is family time. It
brings people together in joyous expectation.

So many religions describe conquering gods, gods who
fight against humans or pit humans against one another. Yet the God o
our Christian understanding is a God of gentle love, who exists softly
among us. We nurture God into life and God grows within us

as love. A God who respects our humanity and takes on our flesh and
blood.

There is peace, amazement, glory and praise that comes
upon us when we realise that God has come to us to be with
us and to make our lives beautiful. So a joyful Christmas
to all families. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Dearest Parish Family, wishing you and your families all a Merry Christmas.

This year has been quite a challenge for most of us leaders and on the ministry, but
thanks be to God we managed to get back to teens and celebrate our teens Christmas
dinner.

The night was quite a success, considering, there was no dancing.

As a team we created a new plan that involved trivia and a talent show on the night,
which the teens participated very well and with great energy.

I'd like to thank our Teens chaplain and shepherd Father Danny Nouh for everything
he has done for us over the years. We were so blessed to be given Father Danny, and
to work with him. over the years he has been a great leader for us all and for the
Parish. | wish Fr Danny all the best on his new Priestly journey at 5t Josephs.

TE ENS CU RN ER Further thanks go to my entire teens leader's family, who have been there all year,

whenewver they could assist with everything. | pray ur Lord continues to guide you all
as you work for His glory here on earth.

Finally, a massive thankyou to the teens for your understanding and patience with
working with us for everything that has been. you all played an important part in
allowing us to transition into a new process with covid, and successfully we managed
to do everything as normal and enjoy our faith and have some fun, all in a safe
environment. | pray that our Lord looks over you always and that he blesses you all
with an abundance of graces. Looking forward to seeing you all next year at teens and
Come alive.

From your friend and brother in Christ, | wish you a Merry Christmas and a blessed
new year
Joey Khoury



HE MUST INCREASE, BUT | MUST DECREASE

When we decrease our own identity and we put to sleep those
habits that magnify ourselves we see that God's identity in us
increases. When we decrease our selfishness, we increase God's
true identity in us, calling us to be selfless. When we decrease our
desire to be served we increase the servant leader within us, this
calling that was bestowed upon us at the time of our Baptism and
Chrismation. When we decrease our desire to be vengeful, and
our inclination to hate and hold grudges we increase God's nature
within us, calling us to love.

This is the priestly motto of one of our beloved sons, brother,
father, uncle and spiritual shepherd of our parish, Fr Danny Nouh.
If we were to summarise Fr Danny in one sentence it would be
from the words of 5t John the Baptist “He must increase, but |
must decrease”, never leading others to himself, rather leading
them to the Messiah. We are truly grateful for the time and
service of Fr Danny in our parish. We are grateful for his role as
executive officer of MaroniteCare, increasing the sense of hope
and community to those who are going through rough times. We
are grateful for his leadership and love towards the Fersen and
Teens ministries; for always increasing God's love within her
leaders and children. We are grateful for his encouragement and
devotion to 5t Rita, the saint of the impossible causes; for always
increasing the hope and faith amongst the faithful through the
intercession of the rose of Cascia. We are grateful for his time and
efforts in the stewardship and managerial aspects of our parish;
for always increasing ways and ideas to support the parish he
serves and her children.

serving in our parish?

| am currently the Treasurer of the Fersen Al Adra Committee and have held many other roles in
the past in various committees such as Fersen, teens and MYO just to name a few. Also a Senior
Altar Server, Traffic Controller and even just a volunteer. | am seen closing our beloved Cathedral
and assisting the sacristan in preparations for mass. | have been active in the parish for over 30
years now. | began altar serving when | was about 4-5 years old and have spent many years fill

today volunteering my time.

2. What inspired you to want to be so involved within our parish?
My faith was instilled in me by my father and mother. They upheld the Catholic faith and taught
me well. | first started altar serving when my friend introduced me to it and my father allowed me
that opportunity. From that moment | was hooked. A few years later | lost my father at the age of
7 and found my connection to Our Lady to grow more and more. The Seniors of our parish would
always tell me stories about my father and what he had completed for our parish. The fact that my
father put in so much time and effort into our parish left a legacy that | would live upto. Although
| could never live upto that reputation or leave such a legacy behind | give my all in hopes that one
day | inspire someone else to follow and give from all their hearts.

3. Your smile is so infectious, thank you for all that you do! Do you have any words of
encouragement for anyone wanting to be more involved on our parish?

There is only so much a person can say. If you want to get involved the first step is to say yes just
as our holy Mother said yes at the Annunciation. You would then get in touch with someone from
any of the committees or even myself. There is plenty to do and to serve. Come and give with all
your heart. | smile because when | am happy. | smile because | love to help and love to give. In
service | find my joy, in giving | find peace and | just love my parish. We all have a story to tell. We

1. You aré a familiar face around our parish, what is your role and how long have you been

i
ZA\X

We are grateful for his dedication and commitment to the
liturgical life of the Church; for always increasing among the
faithful new and creative ways to shine God's love, mercy and
peace towards His people, through retreats, paraliturgies and
novenas. We are grateful for his many ideas and initiatives that
increase the bond and community of the sons and daughters of
our parish. We are grateful for his service to the Sacraments, in
which he decreases and the mercy and peace of God increase in
the hearts of God's children. We are grateful for his family, for their
generosity in giving to us a servant that increases God and
decreases himself in his life and in the lives of whom he serves. We
are grateful for that fatherly love, a grace given by God, that allows
all who encounter him, encounter the Heavenly Father.

Heavenly Father,

we thank You for the gift of Fr Danny. We thank You for working
through him and showing Your love through him. As his service
here at our parish comes to an end, we ask You, with that same
fatherly love, to keep him, protect him and guide him in his next
chapter of service, May his life always be the prayer of 5t John the
Baptist, always choosing to increase Your love and decreasing
himself. Amen.

FACES OF OLOL - SAM ELIAS

all are writing our journey. You can not fathom the joy, the love and the peace you get until you
leave your heart on the altar for God. Give Him an hour and He will give you more than you could

handle.



PARISH CAMERA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIOMERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
55 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88



Friday 25 December: The Glprious Birth of Dur Lord
Masses 8am (Ar) , 9.30am’ {Eng), 11am {Af/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng
and 7pm (Eng)
Saturday 26 December: Podishg of the MotHer of God =
Masses 7.30am, 9.00a7 O8O and 6.00pm -
Sunday 27 DecembéT 5= TWTE
9.30am 40 Day Mas5 Say .
Melhem from Wadi Qanoubine.
11.00am 40 Day Mass Josephine Mkhayé i
widow of the late Dawood C¥kri Saad e Debsframiieriayna.
5.00pm Mass Gelebrated by the newly g '
Rev Fr Peter Boutros.
Monday 28 December
6.00pm Tfauliyeh Nehme Nehme from Pre
Saiid el Fouwel ’
Tuesday 29 December &

6.00pm Emile Diab Fares from Hadchit -
Thursday 31 December: New Year_Eve ]
5.00pm Holy Hour, 6.00pm Mass. i
Friday 01 January: New Year's Day & Circumci®s
Jesus z
Masess 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.0
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Let us go to Bethlehem and see

[Luke 2:15)
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