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WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkls (Dean): 0433 211 248

Sunday 20 December 2020
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GENEALOGY OF
JESUS

The word became flesh and
lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14

PRAYER

-_——
Lord lesus, in Your family
and in our families too there
are saints and sinners. Teach
us O Word of God, to humbly
accept everyone as they are

just as You accepted
everyone from Your family
tree. Give us Your Grace so
that we may love eachother
as sons and daughters of the
Father, as Your brothers and
sisters and as temples of the
Holy Spirit. Amen

Parish Offlce: 9689 2850
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

My Origin My Story

Perhaps, we too, should look back on our ancestors and offer up
thanks and appreciation to God whao is the source of all life. For
those in our families who are not so saintly, ask God to forgive
them and for those who are on the path of righteousness, offer up
praise to the Lord for their example and ask to send more like
them.

This is the last Sunday before the birth of the One whom the
whole humanity has been waiting for, the One who has made us
belong to the Kingdom of Heaven through our filiation to God the
Father. Our Christian lineage is the essence of our lives and the

source of our pride.
This week, we began our Christmas Novena and journey under the

Have you ever seen the TV advertisement for ancestry.com.au? It theme “Let us go to Bethlehem and see.” We will continue our
is an organisation that helps you discover your family history and journey in preparation for Christmas and arrival of the Child of the
ancestry. The membership cost, which you must pay in order to Manger. The Christmas Novena will be prayed every day in Arabic
discover who you are, starts from $29.99 for just one month, or @nd English, please check the program for the times.

524999 for one year. This Sunday our Gospel reading is of the
Genealogy of Jesus who defines your lineage and mine, with the
cost already paid with unending love.

Our Carols by Candlelight were held last Saturday night. Despite
the challenging conditions, parishioners still came along to
celebrate with us. | would like to thank all Committee members
and volunteers who made the evening possible. May God reward

In today's Gospel we find a comprehensive list of names, with Sl for all your efforts.

some difficult to pronounce. Some of us may also find this Gospel

somewEESSIRERE NI vant, But [t should not g=0 The Family of the Divine Word celebrated their annual Christmas

dinner, and our Teens celebrated Christmas together with the
spirit of the feast. Heaven on Earth carried out its Christmas visits
and held its Christmas lunch with the most important guests of the
Lord, the homeless and poor. We thank God for their work of
charity throughout the year. May the Lord always bless your work.

Our family lineage is of great importance because it shows us that
we belong and the greatest desire of any human is to belong to
something, to someone. Knowing of our family lineage helps us
to know that we come from somewhere, that we do not exist
from nothing. However, some of our family members may not be
eople who we are proud of or their name may cause us
Eme:arrassment, but WE are not alone. If we go through the list of EE e last
the ancestors of Jesus, you will be surprised to know that not all
of them were saints, even in the family tree of Christ we find

sinners. But is Jesus to blame for this? Not at all. But here liesa | ;. encourage you all to book for your Christmas mass. All mass

lesson for us to learn from: even in the darkness, the light will jatails can be found in the program of the spiritual events from

always shine. Jesus, who is the light restores hope and salvation Thyrsday to Sunday this week. You need to register your names

to a long line of people who were living in ‘darkness’ waiting for yhile on your spiritual journey to Bethlehem. Once more, please

their Saviour to come. adhere to the COVID directives for public safety. Together, we
await the Child of the Manger!

week before Christmas, let us take this time to
prepare our hearts to receive Emmanuel, and go to Him through
others. | encourage you to take the initiative of love.

Father

B =

Tony Sarkis

GENEALOGY OF JESUS

It is the last Sunday before we celebrate Christmas, the birth

of our Lord. This Sunday is the genealogy of lesus with its| - — —
unpronounceable name:! g gy - What are your roles and how long have you both 1T'

been serving in our parish? Joseph: the roles in
my parish home include the maronite flame teens:
coordinator, I'm also involved with our parish
liturgical committee. These committees play an
important role in our parish life and in my life
personally. Amanda: in 2012 | joined fersen and
maronite flame teens and have continued with
my teens ministry for the last 8 years. I'm also apart of the First
Holy ecommunion committee in our beloved parish.

Matthew throughout his Gospel is proving to the Jewish
readers and listeners that Jesus is the Messiah. In order to
do this he commences by tracing the long list of ancestors of
Jesus, wanting to lay claim to the fact that Jesus comes from,
King David’s line, the line from which the promised Messiah|
would come from (2 Sam 7:12-16). :
However, in order to trace back the lineage, one must
inadvertently mention some names in history that were not

! ; ; What inspired you both to want to be part of the teen's
so illustrious. 50 we have Jacob who cheated his brother out,

committee? Our inspiration to both be apart of the teens ministry

of his birthright and father’s blessing (Gen 25; 27), Tamar,
who disguised herself as a prostitute (Gen 38:13-19), Ruth
who was a Moabite (Ruth 1:4), and King David who slept
with Uriah’s wife and then had him killed (2 Sam 11:15).

So the fact is no matter who we are or try to be, we cannot
deny our past. Lives will be littered with negative accounts
but also blooming with positive occurrences. The lesson is’
that we all are born with hope and promise. What we
choose and what we do, is up to us. We are born in this time
and place for a purpose.

Jesus’ and his family’s genealogy is nothing to brag about,
but that did not prevent Mary, Joseph and Jesus from,
achieving their full potential. So what have we made of our
lives? Do we use the past as an excuse to better ourselves or

to hold us back? Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF.

are multiple. These include being able to give back to our parish and
to our beloved teens. We also love being apart of the teens family, it
allows us to grow in our faith and knowledge. We love watching our

young teens grow in love for our Lord and to watch them grow into

young adults. (Joseph) | grew up personally in fersen and teens at 5t
loseph’s Croydon. (Amanda) | didn't grow up in fersen or teens, but
my love grew for the ministry very quickly when | first started, and
wanted to give back to children what | learnt in a short time. The
biggest thing is being there as a leader and mentor in a Christ
centered relationship for all teens.

What advice would you give to others wanting to be more involved
in our parish? Dont hesitate, if you have a desire to want to do more
for your parish, for yourself and for God, do it. It's the best thing you
can do it's the most fulfilling work you can ever do. You will meet
people who are like minded, who have the same beliefs as you and
desire heaven. It's a great way to grow individually, as a couple or to
even explore your potential vocation. Our lady of lebanon is your
home and is waiting for you always.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In this last Sunday before Christmas, in our Maronite liturgical
tradition, we hear in the Gospel reading the "... account of the
genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.” 5t Matthew begins with the Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, follows them down to King David, and finally to “Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the
Messiah.”

Today's Gospel is very unusual to us: we might wonder, why does
the list of names matter today? Why does 5t Matthew believe that
it is important we know all these long names? Many of these
people were practically unknown, even to the lews and Christians
of his day. We might say that the names don’t matter, that all that
counts is the very first line, that Jesus was the Messiah, the son of
David fulfilling the prophecies and the promise.

It is significant to note that God's purpose in history is unfolded
through these many individuals’ name in today’s Gospel, each of
whom was loved by God and chosen to play an important role for
Him, even if we do not know them. Some of lesus’ ancestors were
famous people, such as Abraham, Judah and David. Some of them
are almost unknown. God does work through history not only by
means of famous people but also works through those who are
otherwise unknown, whose names are remembered only because
of their association with Our Lord.

This prompts us to ask about those who follow after Our Lord. As

5t lohn said in his Genealogy of Our Lord, where he stated that
lesus was the Word of God:

FERSEN CORNER

“But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.”
(John 1:12)

This is the chief significance of the genealogy for us today: that
the story of today's Gospel is continuing in us. We are the
spiritual children of lesus if only we believe in His name and
receive Him. And as with those who went before, it does not
matter whether we are famous or not, we have equal dignity in
the eyes of God, for we are born as children of God not by flesh
and blood but by the will of God to which we have aligned
ourselves. Our being children of God is the basis of our intrinsic
dignity and worth as human beings, and more than that, as
Christians. This Gospel gives us a true basis for proper
self-esteem as children of God. 5o today's Gospel possesses a
very special importance for us: it teaches us to place ourselves
in history.

Beloved, we are now preparing for the great feast of Christmas,
the birth of the Lord. The best preparation entails to remember
who we are: we are the spiritual children of Our Lord Jesus
Christ who was descended from King David and from the
Patriarch Abraham. We are children of the light. We are
entitled to share in the joy of Christmas, to rejoice and to be
glad because Emmanuel has been born to us.

And one day, we know, He will return again as Lord and Judge.
But today we are getting ready for that great day, soon to come,

when He shall return into our homes as the child in the manger
at Bethlehem.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

It has been a very challenging year for our parish, but we have been so
fortunate that as a community we can continue to unite as one family in

Christ.

Last Saturday the Fersen Al Adra held their annual end of year

5t Barbara and Christmas party. Our day was filled with prayers, role
plays and games. Children were asked to dress up for the occasion and
winners were chosen by our Chaplain Fr Danny. This could not have
been possible without the help and support of our Chaplin Fr Danny and
Fersen Leaders. We thank you for the continuous dedication through

this ministry.

As we approach the Birth of Our Lord, we want to wish all the Fersen
Children and their families a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year

and we look forward to seeing you all in the coming new year.

Nativity Color By Number
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 20 December: Genealogy of Jesus

8.00am One year Hamid Zakhia Douaihy from Zgharta.

9.30am 40 Day Elias Hassib Atallah from Chouf.

11.00am 40 Day Samira Youssef Nader widow of the late Michel
Farah from Gebrael - Akkar.

5.00pm 40 Day Sleiman Talih Bou Malhab from Mohrayn-Chouf.
Monday 21 December

10.30am Funeral Nouhad Elias Youssef from Bkarzla widow of
the late Khalil Hanna Roustom from Chadra.

1.00pm Funeral Antonios Salim |ssa from Bkerkacha.

6.00pm Youssef Assaad Jabbour from Rachiine (died inLebanon).

7.30pm Michael Boutros Gitany from Zgharta (died in Lebanon).
Tuesday 22 December

6.00pm 40 Day Toufic Lawen Succar from Becharre.
Wednesday 23 December

7.30pm 40 Day Maureen Boutros Moussa from Ban widow of
the Late Anis Jamil Haddad from Kfarsghab.

Thursday 24 December: Christmas Eve

6.00pm Christmas Family Vigil Mass (English).

8.00pm Christmas Mass.

11.00pm The Glorious Birth of Our Lord, Midnight Mass with
Rite of Adoration of Christmas celebrated by his Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Taraby.

Friday 25 December: The Glorious Birth of Our Lord

Masses 8am (Ar), 9.30am (Eng), 11am (Ar/Eng), Spm (Ar/Eng)
and 7pm (Eng)

Saturday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
Masses 7.30am, 9.00am, 11.00am and 6.00pm

Sunday 27 December: Saint Stephen 1st Martyr

9.30am 40 Day Mass Sayde Touma Widow of late Youssef
Melhem from Wadi Qanoubine.

5.00pm Mass Celebrated by the newly ordained Priest,

Rev Fr Peter Boutros.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Receiving Holy Communion

For the communion, while it is still strongly recommended to be taken
by the hand, it is now permitted to be given in the mouth. However,
those who wish to take the Eucharist in the mouth, must approach the

priest at the end of the queue.
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and
their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) {J) Charbel Jabbour, Tony Joseph & his

wife Jamilie, Elias Saad Jahjah and his wife Mariam (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef &

Ghssoun Maroon, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family,

Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese

Sassine & their Son Kenny (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray WehbeWehbe (X] (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi

(Z)
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Let us go to Bethlehem and see

[Luke 2:15)

Christ iy Born... Alleluia
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