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Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. Brothers and sisters,
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ

Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - for surely you
before they lived together, she was found to be with child ., already heard of ;E commission of Gud‘szrzce

from the Holy S5pirit. Her husband loseph, being a that was given me for you, and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in
- e . a few words, a reading of which will enable you to
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the In former generations this mystery was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is,
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel | have PRAYER

a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his become a servant according to the gift of God's grace
—_—
people from their sins.” that was given me by the working of his power.

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Although | am the very least of all the saints, this :
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the when we are met with

Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive aws of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make
and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel” everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from for ages in God who cre;lted all thlngr._; 50 tf_iat us Your Peace. Help us to
through the church the wisdom of God in its rich . —

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he yariety might now be made known to the rulers and always discern Your will in
took Mary as his wife, but had no marital relations with her authorities in the heavenly places. This was in our life with the Spirit of
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
Mt 1: 18-25 access to God in boldness and confidence through clarity. Amen

faith in him. | pray therefore that you may not lose

heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory.
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righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of

Lord Jesus,

confusion and doubt, give

and she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. Truth and to commit with
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

Thunderous silence

“Let us go to Bethlehem and see” (Luke 2/15) is our parish motto Doctors, nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning
for the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord 2020. If we reflect personnel, caregivers, transport workers, men and women
on this motto and the Sunday Gospel passages of this blessed working to provide essential services and public safety, volunteers,
season, we realise that the choice of the logo was spot on and priests, men and women religious, and so very many others. They

useful indeed.

The fifth light of the Christmas Star shines today on the Sunday of
the Revelation to Joseph. This light and revelation teach us how
we can really fulfill God’s will through the inspirations of the Holy
Spirit. In many instances, God reveals what He wants from us
through signs, people or moments of deep prayer.

The divine revelation to righteous loseph appeased the burning
doubtfulness in his mind and heart when the angel spoke to him
in dream. Joseph's silence was thunderous, so to speak. All the
events of the Gospel passed without hearing him uttering even
one word. He chose to remain silent in order to hear the voice of
God instead of the echo of his own voice so he would know God's
will and arrange his life accordingly. Because he was a man of
silence, he knew how to listen to God's voice and respond to Him.
Where are we from Joseph's deep silence? Where are we from
our own thirst to listen to the voice of God in our depths?

The Revelation Week to Joseph comes this year with a different
flavour, On the eve of that week, His Holiness Pope Francis has
consecrated the year 2020-2021 to Saint Joseph. The
announcement comes in a letter titled “The Heart of the Father”,
in which Pope Francis speaks at length about the characteristics
of Saint Joseph, his exceptional personality, and the world’s need
for fathers and unknown soldiers who work silently for the
common good and others, like him. In his letter — issued on the
150th Anniversary of the proclamation of Saint loseph as Patron
of the Universal Church by Blessed Pope Pius IX — Pope Francis
has praised the efforts of those whom he describes as the

understood that no one is saved alone.” All these people and many
others can find in Saint Joseph “an intercessor, a support and a
guide in times of trouble.”

In the spirit of Saint loseph’s silence, meekness and work behind
the scenes, the sons and daughters of our parish are continuing
their preparations to receive the Child of the Manger. The Elderly,
Sodality, Family of Divine Word and Heaven on Earth Committees
have all held their retreats in different places, to prepare
themselves to go to Bethlehem and see what happened there. On
Tuesday, our Sodality celebrated the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception with members renewing their vows, followed by a
cocktail. In addition, our Fersen children held their Christmas
celebrations as one family. The children of the Arabic school also
praised the birth of Our Lord with the choirs of the parish. The
annual Christmas Carols by candlelight were held on Saturday.

This week, our Maronite Christmas Novena starts on Tuesday 15
January at 6.00 pm in Arabic (Mass and Novena) and 7.30 pm in
English (Mass and Novena). | encourage you all to participate in
these activities in the spirit of our parish motto: “Let us go to
Bethlehem and see” For more information, please see our
Facebook page or the Parish Newsletter.

| would like to thank all those who have helped in decorating the
church and the centre. Your work speak volume as you give
generously from your own time and devote yourselves to the
parish, working with a thunderous silence, like Saint Joseph! That
is really a blessed parish.

“overlooked” in the time of the COVID pandemic, those "who do
not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines,” although they
are "shaping the decisive events of our history.

REVELATION TO JOSEPH

This Sunday Gospel is the Revelation to Joseph but it is also
Matthew'’s version of the Birth of lesus. The longer version is found
in Luke's Gospel, which is read on Christmas day.

Father Tony Sarkis

We have very little information about Jloseph in the Gospels but
today’s Reading says so much in just a few lines. Let us take a look
at two verses.

In verse 19 we read, 'Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss
her quietly” Remember this is a woman who is pregnant out of
wedlock and not even to the man she was to marry, and this was
over 2000 years ago when people understood things wvery
differently from now. The likely scenaric would have been abusive
and violent acts against her and it was a very very slim chance of
finding an understanding man who would be concerned for the
woman's integrity.
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THE MIGHTY GOD

However, Joseph obviously loved Mary deeply. A love that despite
a difficult scenario, was wirling to help her save face. In fact, Joseph
took quite some time to consider the best possible course of action
as we read, ‘But just when he had resolved to do this’ (v20). He was
a thoughtful man, and like Mary, he would have pondered these
things in his heart.
We also read, ‘he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him’ THE EVER LASTING FL\TH ER..
(v24). Joseph is a man willing to listen, consider and change when — —) — )
necessary. He is open to doing the Lord's will with no questions L dh /) A _f.f'-’ - ;) =
asked. Even Zechariah and Mary asked questions and yet Joseph = = ﬁf"""-‘-‘},{;‘a’a (' cace.
does not! He is a righteous man indeed. } = =

Izaiah 96
S0 as we prepare for Christmas, let us deeply ponder over loseph’s
graciousness and pray to be much more like Joseph in our response

to whatever life gives us. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday we meditate on the Revelation to Joseph which
leads us closer to the celebration of the Glorious Birth of our
Lord. The great news of the birth of a Saviour was announced
to St Joseph when an angel appeared to him, and told him
that Mary is to have a Son, whom they shall name Jesus. The
name “Jesus,” in Hebrew, means “God saves.” Joseph awoke,
and immediately did as he was commanded to.

In this liturgical season, we know that God is so concerned
for us and our salvation that He sent His only begotten Son
into the world. We know, too, that he acted through people
no one would have expected: a young virgin, two elderly
people who were believed to be unable to bear children, and
a man whose chosen wife became pregnant before he ever
knew her as a husband.

The works of God described in the Gospel of this Sunday also
had another purpose: the establishment of the Holy Family.
This is an important moment in the history of salvation as for
us to understand that the journey towards the formation of
the Holy Family was not without difficulties and challenges.

The person who will bear the greatest responsibility has to
be tested the most thoroughly. So too, Our Lady and St
Joseph both had to be placed in front of something
unthinkable, something ne human mind could ever have
conceived, and to not only deal with it, but to be the mother
and the foster-father of Our Lord Himself; to raise the
God-Man in the warmth and security of the Holy Family.

YOUTH CORNER

The Youth of OLOL

spiritual, social and charitable events!

Despite all the business of the many events and initiatives, our
parish can be described quite simply in two words: Our Home. Our
home when we have had a long stressful day, when life begins to
throw its hardest challenges at us, we can always turn to our

parish, as a place to find rest in our Lord.

May the joy of the Birth of our Lord fill our hearts this Christmas
season, in hope to welcome Him, and saying “yes” to His word. On
behalf of the youth of OLOL, we would like to wish you all a very

blessed and merry Christmas, and a prosperous new year.

Yours in Christ.
Patrick Mardini

ouT
The last few months have been a challenge in implementing new
ways for the youth to be united once again. November saw our
cocktail evening, which was not only successful as an event, but
was the launchpad that saw the social interaction that is so vital to
parish life and faith formation return. In addition to this, the Faith
on Fire bible study has been reintroduced every second
Wednesday, and through drawing meaning from the word of God,
has so far prepared us for the Birth of our Lord. We are beyond
excited to see the parish slowly return to the vibrant, welcoming
community it is. Especially with the upcoming Christmas Carols
and Novena, which always remind us of the reason behind the
season. Stay posted on our social media pages for all updates on

In these Gospel readings we find all the elements
necessary for a good and harmonious family life. We see
the faith of the Holy Family, their willingness to be guided
by God. We see the justice of St Joseph, which led him to
support Mary despite what anyone else might think or say.
And most of all, we see an unconditional love, which is
built on the firm foundation of the love of God. This is an
unselfish love which seeks for the members of the family
what is best for them, not what is most comfortable for
ourselves.

Each member of the family is individual, and their
individuality is a gift from God. We do not always
understand this, and we do not always understand those
we love. But, as Pope Francis tells us, God is a God of
surprises, and as Christians we must be willing to accept
surprises when they come from God — even in the form of
our families.

On this Sunday, let us pray that our homes be truly like that
of the Holy Family in Nazareth, filled with the faith and the
love of the Holy Family and ready to face the challenges of
life like them. And this can come only through faith,
through sacrifice, through putting the needs of others
before our own, through accepting our unique vocation,
and the worship of God so that we revere His Will above
our own.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

Christmas Decorating
Colour, cut and attach to cardboard. Malke sure
you use lots of colours and place the nativity set
next to your Christmas treel
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PARISH CAMERA

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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THE CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR . Receiving Holy Communion

For the communion, while it is still strongly recommended to be taken

by the hand, it is now permitted to be given in the mouth. However,

those who wish to take the Eucharist in the mouth, must approach the
priest at the end of the queue.

MYQ invites you to the Season of Giving é 2
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity

especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

souls who have no one to pray for them [B) Milian Bou Raidan, Roumanos Bazouni & his wife Rosa & his son (C) (D) (E) Matthew

Essey, Milad Elias Elhesen (F) (G) %H} Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Maurice

& Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Khalil Youssef Issa & his wife Marina (J) Charbel Jabbour, Tony Joseph & his wife Jamilie, Youssef

» erﬁes Jallis & his wife Miryana (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon.

chara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah

Salim Moussa (N) (O) (P} {Q) g] Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son

Kenny, Jalil Semaan & his wife & family (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray WehbeWehbe (X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr
Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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