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HEGOOD NEWS

- FROM YOUR PARISH

Let us go to Bethlehem and see -_1- PN BIRTH OF
- & JOHN THE BAPTIST

Christ is Born... Alleluia Liglla ...yal3oll alg —_—-

And we know that in all
things God works for the
good of those who love
him, who have been called
according to his purpose.

Romans 8:28

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL THE EPISTLE

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she Brothers and sisters, Tell me, you who desire to be
subject to the law, will you not listen to the law? For
it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a
slave woman and the other by a free woman. One,
the child of the slave, was born according to the
with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the flesh; the other, the child of the free woman, was
: / : : _ born through the promise. Now this is an allegory:
child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his hase women are two covenants, One woman, in
fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children for
slavery. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in
slavery with her children. But the other woman
Then they began motioning to his father to find out what corresponds to the Jerusalem above; she is free, and
she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, you
childless one, you who bear no children, burst into PHAYEH
and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were 50ng and shout, you who endure no birth pangs; for
the children of the desolate woman are more
amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his numerous than the children of the one who is echorah SallEl bt b
married.” Now you, my friends, are children of the .. o - reality. An aged
promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time the child o rren woman has gi'urer;
came over all their neighbours, and all these things were Who was born according to the flesh persecuted the pjrth to a son and his name is
child who was born according to the Spirit, so it is John. You have truly filled his
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. now also. But what does the scripture say? “Drive parents and all those who
s out the slave and her child; for the child of the slave witnessed his birth, with
All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then | o share the inheritance with the child of the Ll'nmajﬁse ang inilescrih:lble
free woman.” So then, friends, we are children, not Nappiness. Grant us 1rue
hend afdne.for of the slave but of the free woman. For freedom happiness that we seek in

bore a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the

Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced

father. But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John."

name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet

Heavenly Father, The
fulfilment of Your promise to

tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear

will this child become?"” For, indeed, the

e r li r fulfillin
was with him. Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do $:ur c:‘lel?ﬁ gthM?;rgu}:e ualway%
not submit again to a yoke of slavery. s I
Lk 1: 57-66 Gala21-5: "eicice in Your Glory and
Al%2l-9:L Sbundant graces. Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

The fourth light that is coming out of the star in this blessed
Season of the Birth of our Lord is the birth of His forerunner, John
the Baptist. In this Season, the Maronite Church dedicates one
whole week to reflect on this great man and prophet. Contrary to
what many believe, lohn was the last prophet to exist before
Jesus. In our Maronite Liturgy for this week, the Hoosoyo prayer
describes John as follows: “You are the covenant linking the two
covenants, for you brought the old covenant to an end and began
the new.” The message of John the Baptist was a combination of
the Old Testament and MNew. John proclaimed the need for
repentance, baptism and confession of sins as the new way. Jesus
completed what John has started. Jesus did not eliminate John or
replace him, rather He perfected what John stood for. God does
not want to erase our unigue personalities. Rather he longs to see
us blossom and grow into all that he planned us to be. Our

O Child of the Manger we are
grateful to you!

Let us continue to thank the Lord this Christmas, under our parish
theme, as we "Go to Bethlehem and see", for all the graces that He
has bestowed upon us, asking Him to further strengthen our Faith
and Trust in Him. May He keep our hearts as a warm and safe
manger, a refuge where He may dwell, beholding His Glory that
will continue to shine like the Star of Bethlehem for all to see. May
this Christmas be unmarred by what we do not have, but rather be
filled with gratitude for all the blessings that we do have in this
present life, preparing us for the perfect joy of eternal life. Hence,
we shout in one voice: “we are grateful to you O Child of the
Manger for everything!” May we again fill our churches with songs
of praise and shouts of joy and gratitude as we gather with families
and friends to celebrate this joyful Season of Christmas.

The preparations for the feast are continuing under the light of the

Christmas Star. On Tuesday, the Christmas Novena starts. It is one
of the most beautiful prayers in our Maronite liturgy. | call you all
to commit to the novena and come to the church to pray it
together so we can be spiritually ready to receive the Child of the
More than two thousand years ago, in the little town of Manger. We have also a joyful occasion with the Christmas Carols
Bethlehem, a baby was born in a manger, a feeding trough, ©n Saturday 12 December from 7.30 pm till midnight. All families
drawing the hungry souls to Him. Among them were the poor and and parishioners are invited. For more information, please take a
unclean weary shepherds with their flocks, the wealthy and wise copy of the program for Christmas and Epiphany, available at the
with their precious gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. entrance of the church.

Travelling far and wide, they came following a star to kneel before

the King of kings and Lord of lords, who has come into the world | hope to see you all in these spiritual and social activities to
to beckon the outcasts and sinners. experience together the joy of Christmas as one parish family. The

Lord has bestowed on us the grace to welcome around 600
2020 years later, a new type of star is beckoning the hungry and parishioners in the CathEl.':ITHL in llght of the new di_rectives from
weary to seek the comfort of Christ the LORD. In the midst of a the State Government. It is a Christmas grace and gift. | urge you
viral enemy giving rise to fear, anxiety, pain, isolation and all however be abide by all the instructions of public safety and
uncertainty, we are witness again a similar pilgrimage to the place social distancing, and to book your spots ahead for the evening
where Christ is to be found. From all walks of life, we see the poor, masses and celebrations. Th_is is the joy of Christmas with the light
the rich, the humble, the wise, from every country, city and town, of the Star of Bethlehem, this is a blessed season.
flock to the Presence of the Lord, hungry for the Sacraments of

life.
BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Unconventional is the key word for this Sunday Gospel passage on
the Birth of John the Baptist. But then again events leading to the
birth of Jesus were all very unconventional.

personality is not something which needs to be bypassed in order
for God to use us. Instead he has unique tasks for each of us
which only each of us can fulfil.

Father Tony Sarkis

(3]

ROSA MYSTICA

During November 24 1946 and
December 8 1947 the Our Lady

——

. . appeared to Sister Pierina in a little ‘ -
So we have an elderly couple who give birth to a son very late church in Montichiari Italy, eleven times. o \
in their years — very unlikely and very unconventional. Then we I ofieof Rer firet visits thaRlscsad e
have the couple name the child John, despite no relatives Mother requested to b khown as-the E N

bearing that name — very unconventional for the times.
Finally, we have the mute Zechariah suddenly burst forth in
praise of God — again very unexpected but then again

God was never predictable.

¢ Mystical Rose. In a vision after Holy Communion, Sister saw the
" Our Lady and was told by her "My Son is so greatly offended by the
sins of the people, especially by the sins of impurity. He is already
planning to send the deluge upon the people, for their destruction,
but | have asked Him to show mercy, and not send destruction. 5o
. that is why | have appeared, to ask for penance and atonement for
-. the sins of impurity",

God may be unconventional but always in an unexpected '
loving way. There is neither malice nor deception in the way

God behaves. Rather it is with over abundant love and mercy
and that is why it stuns many, as we read in the Gospel today,

that many ‘pondered’ (v66). Our Lady requested for Sister to return again on December 8 at

12 noon. When asked how she should prepare, Our Lady
advised her with "prayers and penance". She was to pray the
51st psalm three times with arms outstretched. On December 8,
some 10,000 people gathered inside a little Church with Sister
reciting the Rosary. Suddenly Our Lady appeared to them saying
"I am the Immaculate Conception, the Mother of all graces,
and the Mother of my Beloved 5on, Jesus. | want to be known
as the Mystical Rose. My wish is that every year on the 8th
' December, at noon, an 'Hour of Grace' will be installed.
Many spiritual graces and physical blessings will be
. received by those u.‘u;ho pray, undisturbed, during this
% our",

What do we do with God? Do we box God in and
expect behaviour according to our standards? Or do we
allow ourselves to be challenged by God's mysterious
workings and very unconventional ways?

At first Zechariah was hesitant in accepting the unexpected. But ™
in time he was able to break down expectations and not only

name his son an unanticipated name but also break out in public
praise of God. Elizabeth went along with the unconventional and
embraced the opportunity of becoming mother in her latter years,
and in chnosin? so, she received great joy. The villagers watch the
unconventional take place before their very eyes and went off

wondering. Our Lady requested this be made known to the

Pope (Pius Xll) and a statue of the Rosa Mystica
: placed on the spot she stood and carried in

~ procession through the town, at which time many
graces will be given and cures will take place.

And us? Will we be present to the challenges to be unconventional
as John the Baptist and his parents were? Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday in our Maronite liturgy, we witness with Zechariah
and Elizabeth the fulfilment of the first of the announcements in
this Season of the Glorious Birth of our Lord. The birth of John the
Baptistis a joyful occasion for the household that long awaited this
son. Our Eparchy also rejoices this week and celebrates the
ordination of its son, our new priest: Father Charbel Dib, ordained
last Saturday at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral. | congratulate Fr
Charbel on his ordination and pray that, in the example of 5t John,
he dedicates his life to prepare the way of the Lord and proclaim at
every celebration of the Eucharist: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!” {John 1:29).

The birth of 5t lohn, and the manner in which it occurred, was an
announcement of the work of God. The people took a long time to
believe that it was the hand of God behind these unusual events,
believing only when Zechariah miraculously regained his voice.
They had never heard of, nor experienced anything like this. But
we are not in the same position now. We do know of the operation
of God in history. We do know that He is the Lord of all Creation,
and that although sin and death have entered it through
disobedience, yet He had a plan for salvation, and He has allowed
His plan to slowly unfold.

The centrepiece of God’s plan of salvation is of course the life,
passion, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, who
founded His Church upon the rock, and who instituted the
sacraments so that divine grace could be assured to His flock.

We all have a role in that plan, no matter how humble we are. But,
we cannot take part in God's plan unless we both know that it
exists, and have faith that it is good. When we do good, whether
we are attending Mass or saying our prayers, helping someone in
need, being patient with a crying child, or listening patiently to
someone with a long story to tell, we are taking a positive part in
God's plan of salvation. It may be only a small thing we do. But that
does not matter.

COME ALIVE CORNER

As we near the end of another year, a very different
year, although a year of struggle and at times frustrating,
we are still going, and as we near the birth of our Lord

V7 1

A /)0
in the humble manger, where the king and saviour of the world was
born, we must reflect on what we have accomplished, where we have

What matters is that it is a good thing done for the love of God.
And when we do it, we are stepping out of the crowd of people
who do little more than watch and talk: we become actors on
the biggest stage of all - the stage of God’s action in the world.

When 5t John was born, his mother Elizabeth was congratulated
by her neighbours and relatives. We are told “they rejoiced with
her” This is a central point: although these same people had felt
perhaps Elizabeth had sinned, and so was being punished by
having no children, when they knew what had happened, they
dropped their criticisms, and shared in her gladness. The family
and relatives were not jealous of Elizabeth, but rather rejoiced
with her when she bore a son. The same can also be true of us:
just as we can step forward and play a part in the unfolding of
God's plan of salvation, so too other people can—and we should
not envy them. We should want to be able to rejoice when we
see good things happening to others.

May we, in our preparation for Christmas, recall the mercy and
love of God in our lives, and in turn show mercy towards our
brothers and sisters and become active workers in God's action
in the world.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
Christmas Decorating

Be creative and colour the angel and santa
cut and hang it up on your Christmas
tree, Make sure you use lots of colours!

excelled and also where we have failed, in our faith, in our families and

in our schooling lives.

COLOR AND CUT
IHESERT TAR
IHTE BLOT

We must ask Our Lord to continue to guide us so that everything we do
be pleasing to Him and according to His will. We must submit ourselves
fully to God, everything good and everything in which we lack. We must
continue to persevere, as |'ve stated in prior articles, becuase in the end
God will always be there for us, with both arms opened, even when we
go on the wrong path

To my dearest come alive, please remember your parish is your home,
our clergy are always ready to hear our concerns, your leaders are
always ready to be there for you even when you don't want anyone
there for you. And finally do not ever underestimate or forget your
parents. Even when we do the wrong thing or mess up, they would
never turn their backs on us and always love us. Pray for them and do
every you possibly can for them .

Finally, | would like to thank the entire come alive team, who
continuously strive and sacrifice much time to be there for the teens,
may God bless you all and your families.

Joseph Khoury



PARISH CAMERA
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Family of Divine Word with Fr Danny  Vocations Discernment evening with
Fr Charbel

Maronite Flame

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 6 December: Birth of John The Baptist

8:00am Sodality Mass.

5:00pm Fouaz Fouad Ghosn from Diman (Died in Lebanon).

Monday 07 December 2020:

6:00pm Samir Badr from Ain Dara (Died in Lebanon).

Tuesday 08 December 2020: Immaculate Conception

12:00pm Rosa Mystica hour of Grace.

6:00pm Renewal of the Sodality Vows.

Wednesday 09 December 2020:

7:00pm 40 Day Mass Andrew Buddy Khoury from Bane.

Friday 11 December 2020:

6:00pm Renewal of Vows.

Saturday 12 December 2020:

6:00pm 40 Day Mass Adel Khreich from Ain Ebl.

Sunday 13 December: Revelation to Joseph

8:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intention of peace in
Lebanon commemorating the apparitions of the Virgin
Mary at Fatima.

9:30am One year Antonios Al-Hadi from Hadchit.

5:00pm 40 Day Mass Almaza Youssef wife of Bachir Bechara
from Karm el Mohr.

ANNOUNGEMENTS
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OLOL FERSEN AL ADRA PRESENTS

Saint Barbara Dress Up &

Christmas Party
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Renewal of marviage Voe
enewa .cy/ marviiage Vouws.
Friday, December 11th 2020 at épm

Our Lady of Lebanon Family Commitbee is onganising a spedal mass for the Renewal
of Marriage Vows. It will include a special recognition of couples celebrating 5, 10, 15,
20, 25 etc... years of marriage arytime in 2020

W you Eall into this categony, please contact or SMS Rana on
DA25335707 or email lamiycommittes@ ool ong su
‘.u'l:&l-\.‘.or VOUr Mg, S0 reservesd Seans and a special gift can

E o be organised Tor you on the day
W . Ripistrations close - Monday, 30th November
o Mg Bookings Are Essential
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Receiving Holy Communion

For the communion, while it is still strongly recommended to be taken
by the hand, it is now permitted to be given in the mouth. However,
those who wish to take the Eucharist in the mouth, must approach the

priest at the end of the queue.

QOUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL

A CHRISTMAS CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

SAT 12 DECEMBER T-10 PM - & P
TOF LEVEL CAR FARK - 40 AUCE ST, HARRIS ["ARE
PERTOAMED 81 A SPOCIAL APPENRNCE FOOD
OLOL CHOIRS SANTA ! IS AVAILABLE

"DUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS. BOOKING 15 REQUIRED * o

T0 REGISTER, VESIT WWW.OLOLORG.AU OR SCAN THE QR CODE WITH YOUR PHONE CAMERA
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan, Joe Barakat ({C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [(G) (H) Madeline & Paul
Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daugghter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Tannous & Jamilie Hawach
and their children, Hanna Hawach, Mkhael & Maria Habib & their children (1) {J) Charbel Jabbour, Tony Joseph & his wife Jamilie
}L L (Bh:] Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri KhnudairJL} (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert
- echara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa, Saada & Badoui
Mawad & their children I:Né.EuElyn & Boutros Naoum (Q) (P) (Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen,
Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Saade Youssef Saade & his wife & daughter & his parents, Saade & Khattar family

(T) [U) [V) [W) Ray WehbeWehbe (X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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Let us go to Bethlehem and see

(Luke 2:15)

Christ is Born... Alleluia
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