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THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL
. _ ]
During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To
: the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in
country in haste to a town of Judah, where she Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the s in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the

heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before
Gl s o L L the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless

the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his

f . children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace

the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to that he freely hEStﬂwEd on us in the Beloved. In him
we have redemption through his blood, the
me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches

For at the moment the sound of your greeting of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom
and insight he has made known to us the mystery of

reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for his will, according to his good pleasure that he set
joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to

gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled."

things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, so that we, who
were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for
the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal
of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God's own
people, to the praise of his glory.

Lk 1: 39-45

Sunday 29 November 2020
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FROM YOUR PARISH

UISITATI[IN OF THE
VIRGIN TO
ELIZABETH

Shout for joy you heavens;
rejoice, you earth; burst
into song, you mountains!
For the Lord comforts his
people and will have
compassion on his afflicted
ones.

Isaiah 49:13

PRAYER

“Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb”. Lord
Jesus give us the grace like
you did Elizabeth to always
recognise Your Presence in

everyone and to rejoice for

Eph 1:1-14 You are Emmanuel! Amen
b e o b b e go‘::ﬁ'c;ﬂki: {Dean): 0433 211 248
Rosary: T nj Parish Offlce: 9589 2899
3?3@33%5:3‘53:?: pay  Moen, Tues, Thurs, Fri Mon- Sat ;: ;nuwal;}m :“'D“‘{ﬂ.'“ngg':‘fsgw 445 Opening Hours:
3 aAnn ‘au
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Media

S:30am - Sat 5 Dec. T:30am

Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ; Our Bells Are Ringing Twice

While we are one step closer to the manger of Bethlehem where
the Divine Child, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, our Saviour
and God Jesus Christ is born, we arrive today to the Sunday of the
Visitation of the Virgin to Elizabeth.

- . _ The surest sign of taking Jesus with us in our visits is to live by His
Through that visit, Jesus was born in the house of Zechariah commandments, like our newest priest, Charbel Antoine Dib,
before Bethlehem, asin that place, John was touched by the glory yhase priesthood motto is the Lord’s commandment to the Head
leapt with joy from His peace and gave this joy of peace to his yisits will be in the likeness of the Good Shepherd Himself, so we
mother. It was the peace that Mary had carried with her along her can be “holy and faultless” as Saint Paul tells us to be in his letter
long and arduous journey from Nazareth to the mountains of today (Ephesians 1:4). With his motto, Father Charbel will be

Judea where the house of Elizabeth, her child and husband was carrying Jesus Himself to the whole parish, watching over them
situated. She delivered her son’s peace to them with all 3nd feeding them in His name.

faithfulness. Mary knew how to keep the peace of Jesus with her

all the way along, despite the difficult days and nights she had gehold our bells of the feast are ringing twice! One for the
spent on the road before she arrived. Mary did not waste that eypected birth of our Saviour, and one for the birth of a new priest
peace in the long nights of travel, nor did she allow it to melt i, gur blessed parish and eparchy. Happy is the parish that begets
under the sun of long distances. good shepherds to watch over her flock, feeding her sheep, as the

i , Lord Himself has asked His disciples to do through Peter. | ask you
The mystery of Mary’s visit is that it teaches us how to carry out g pray for our new priest Father Charbel and his family so the Lord
our visits to one annther_m our daily lives, especially that we are may bless his work, and Our Lady of Lebanon who teaches us how

but she was carrying the greatest gift: the Lord Jesus, his peace more vocations to the priesthood, as the harvest is indeed
and service. She hurried to Elizabeth carrying with her the whole jbyndant but the labourers few (Luke 10:2).
tabernacle!

y b , , This way, we really prepare ourselves for the feast, and when the
While we are preparing PUrSEl""'ES‘ to receive the Child '?f the angels come to bring us the good news of the Birth of the Child of
Manger, the season of visits has arrived. How are we carrying on the Manger, we can act like the shepherds and apply the motto of
did? The sign of taking Jesus with us to wherever we go is the pethlehem to see this event” (Luke 2:15). And once we find Him

peace that we carry with us to any place we reach! It is the peace there, we all shout in one voice: “the Saviour is born.... Alleluia!”
of love not hatred, the peace of consolation not offence, the

peace of checking on others not gossiping about them, the peace
of joy not sorrow, the peace of giving not taking, the peace of

forgiving not judging. Father Tony Sarkis

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

In our journey towards
Christmas, the Visitation is
In last week's Gospel, the Archangel Gabriel told Our Lady that meaningful. It invites us to
her relative Elizabeth, whom many had thought to be unable to meditate on the encounter
bear children was now pregnant and in her sixth month. He of the two mothers, Mary
added the important words that “with God nothing is impossible” and Elizabeth, the two babies
(Lk 1:37). In today’s Gospel, we see God performing miracles in the womb Jesus and John,
within the warm and welcoming circle of a beautiful extended the two testaments the Old
family, just like those which we cherish in our Middle and the New. All these
Eastern-based cultures. extraordinary events are

. uided by the Holy Spirit who invites us to believe, to serve and to
In this Gospel we are shown Mary, who when she heard of [ove. Our role is now to learn how to apply this Gospel in life: to
Elizabeth’s pregnancy, quickly made the journey into the hills of yisit those who need us; to travel even long distances without
Judaea to give her help. As she entF;red the housei]she greeted counting the steps; and to speak simply and from the heart. And
her, and when Elizabeth heard Mary's Wlﬁehthe baby which was what is more, when we visit people what do we bring them with
in her womb, and who was to become John the Baptist, leapt ,s? What kind of gifts? Nothing is more beautiful in Christmas
with I_’;’-‘-‘v’- The Holy Spirit imparted to Elizabeth knowledge of what than to make sure that Jesus is present in our families and we

was happening, and inspired her to cry out in a loud voice, would be proud to take him to the people we are visiting.
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your

womb!” (Lk 1:42). These beautiful words were, af‘mursei placed we should wish with all our hearts that when we enter other
in the heart of that most beautiful prayer, the “Hail Mary. houses, we can be like Our Lady: present with family and friends

LTy . in a spirit of love and service, but lacking in any sense of
It would be very easy to miss it in this wonderful account, but this competition, or of showing off. Too much of our lives is given to

and they, like Our Lady believed, and were filled with the Holy i - i
Spirit. Later, angels would make an announcement to shepherds, ;?jﬁf'}“t?,‘g'ﬁgrﬂfd SSIVICA i Fe Beick Wal, [OtWEIT.t0 iR g dng

and they too will believe. This is one lesson we can find in this

Gospel: the incarnation of God into this world has been it Elizabeth, let us say: “Blessed is she who believed, for there

announced to all of us. Who do we resemble? Do we resemble || be a fulfilment of those things, which were told to her from
those who want reassurance, or those who feel the spirit and ¢e | ord” (Lk 1:45).

respond wholeheartedly? Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Dear Brothers and Sisters,



FEED MY SHEEP

What is joy? Is it that temporary emotion experienced at big
milestones? The unwrapping of presents? The winning of your
favourite football team? The student award for best listener? Is joy
that feeling you get when you purchase something new? Clothes?
Shoes? Phone? Or perhaps it is something deeper and more
meaningful. Perhaps it is the collective smiles around the Church
when man and woman are pronounced husband and wife. Perhaps
joy is the peace inside when You receive Jesus in the Eucharist? or
maybe it is the feeling of freedom when you are washed clean from
our sins? Is it the sigh of relief when someone sick has been
anointed? Is it the welcoming of a newly baptised and confirmed
into God's family? Or perhaps joy is the elation of the heart when
you see a dear son, brother, nephew, uncle, grandson, godson,
father and husband being raised to the priesthood of Christ on the
altar of the Maronite Eparchy of Australia? If this is joy, then let us
all come and see this great mystery and glorify God and marvel at
His great love for humanity! For the priesthood is the joy of the
heart of God!

Charbel Dib was born to Antoine and Hiam Dib on the 27th January
1986 and received the Sacraments of Baptism and Chrismation on
the 20th September 1986 at 5t Charbel’s Church, Punchbowl. In his
childhood, Charbel was a student at the Maronite College of the
Holy Family, formerly known as Our Lady of Lebanon College, here
in Harris Park. On the 15th May 1994, Charbel received his first
Communion here at Our Lady of Lebanon and began discerning the
priesthood in 2008. He began his theological and philosophical
studies in 2010. On the 21st July 2012 Charbel married Rosemary
Ishac through the sacrament of Crowning at Our Lady of Lebanon
and have been blessed with three children, Antonio, George and
Dominic. In an interview with Rosemary, she spoke of her joy when
she found out Charbel was discerning the priesthood and what her
initial response to this was. “/ felt great joy and the only answer |
could give from my heart was a yes. | was overwhelmed and knew
that my place was to support my husband in his vocation as I was
proud to be standing next to him”. 2015 saw Charbel complete a
Bachelor of Theology at the Catholic Institute of Sydney and on the
12th November 2016 was ordained into the Subdiaconate by His
Excellency Bishop Antonie-Charbel Tarabay. On the 28th February
2019, Charbel was ordained to the Diaconate by Bishop Tarabay,
here at Our Lady of Lebanon. Charbel has a Graduate Certificate in
Theology and Leadership which he completed in 2020 and is
currently serving here at Our Lady of Lebanon. He serves as
chaplain for youth and holds the office of the Director for Youth in
the Maronite Eparchy of Australia.

“What is joy? It is the feeling that | have today experiencing my
spiritual son being ordainedto the priesthood after journeying
with him for eleven years and | have witnessed his vocation grow.
The priesthood is the joy of Christ and as a godfather it is the joy
of sharing this great joy with my godson who is now my brother in
the priesthood”. - Fr Tony Sarkis.

It is with great joy that the hearts of every faithful welcome the
new priest, Father Charbel Dib as a priest on the altars of the
Maronite Church in Australia. “f am as overjoyed in the same way
that | was overjoyed at my own ordination. | am reliving my own
ordination” - Fr Danny Nouh.

The priestly logo of Deacon Charbel represents the Maronite
Cross embedded in two rings with the words “Feed my Sheep”
in Syriac inscribed at the top. The cross at the centre represents,
the Cross of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The cross is an
eternal sign of God's love and power. Through this sign a priest
is ordained and from this sign, the mysteries take their power.
The inner circle is symbolic of the Most Holy Eucharist, the
Bread of life and Food for souls. The outer circle is symbolic of
the wedding ring and the blessing of marriage and family life.
The priestly motto (Syriac writing on the top) “Feed my Sheep”
is symbolic of when Peter had denied Jesus three times, Our
Lord gave him a chance to reaffirm his love for him by asking
him three times “do you love me?". After Peter’s third response
“Lord you know all things, you know that | love you" Jesus tells
him “Feed my Sheep”Therefore, the call to be a shepherd for
the people of God is at the heart of the priestly ministry. The
verse is written in Syriac, as a way of showing respect and
honoring the Antiochene Syriac heritage of our Maronite
Church. The overall design of the logo was inspired by the stain
glass windows of Our Lady of Miziara Church in Lebanon. The
village church where Deacon Charbel's parents learned the love
of Christ, and thus passed it on to him and his siblings, planting
the importance of faith and helping him to come to know the
Love of God in his life.

Here are some explanations about the symbols and vestments
of the priesthood:

The Bashkoon: this is the veil that seperates the candidate from
the people. It is a sign that he was elected by the people and
separated from them to be consecrated to God and then
instituted to serve the Sacraments and sanctify them.

The Chrism: the bishop consecrates the hands of the new priest
with chrism. The oil is the sign of the consecration of kings in the
past. The priest is in the likeness of Christ the King as he leads
the people of God and sanctifies them through the Sacraments.
The Amice: piece of material put on the head, symbolising the
helmet the soldier wears in war. It is the "helmet of salvation”
It also symbaolises the crown of thorns that was placed on the
head of Christ.

The Stole: is the sign of the yoke of service which the priest
places around his neck to serve the people of God. It is the light
yoke of Christ through which graces of the Lord flow unto the
people of God.

The belt: is the reminder of Christ to always be ready to go and
respond to the call of service at any moment.

The cope: is the revered vestment of priesthood, the vestment
of kings.

We pray Lord just as you gave the grace to St Peter to feed Your
flock of sheep. We ask You in Your mercy to give Fr Charbel this
grace as well. He is Your servant and Your loved one too. Give
him the strength and the courage to always serve the people of
God. Amen

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. John 21:17



PARISH CAMERA

@) @OlolSyd
o) @DurladyofLebanon
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@Dlolsydney

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 29 November 2020: Visitation to Elizabeth
11:00am First Mass celebrated by Father Charbel Dib.
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Monday 30 November

N cpds e iy
6:00pm Fahimeh Habib Harb widow of the late Boutros Tanios (Y GO
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Harb from Tannourin (Died in Lebanon).

Tuesday 1 December
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Friday 4 December: Feast of Saint Barbara
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Saturday 5 December

6:00pm 40 Day Maryam Youssef Younes wife of Youssef J s @ Cudl

George Younes from Debel. ot e i g ey dag) el g page Lagagall sl Ve
Sunday 6 December: Birth of John The Baptist Gl Uag dlga saf 0480 ol v md
8:00am Sodality Mass. (lpaly oainze selial B L5 e I8 Az
5:00pm Fouaz Fouad Ghosn from Diman (Died in Lebanon). (o H"jj:u} Clasll e Gt NE 3lgh agaall 014

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL

VOCATION DISCERNMENT NIGHT

PRESENTED BY THE
MARDH“E : ( - A CHRISTMAS CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
VOCATIONS oo . FOF LEVEL CAR PARK - 40 AUICE ST .Tl;l.\ Parx
CENTRE % - & rwowsose B smwemsws F00D.
: ) OWOLCHORS [ SANIAL < isavaLABLE
—i— B e ————— \ G
DO YOU FEEL CALLED T0 A VOCATION? “DUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS. BOOKING IS REQUIRED * :
TO REGISTER, VISIT WWW.OLDL.ORG.AL OR SCAN THE QR CODE WITH YOUR PHONE GAM ERA\D

TOPIC: LIFE TESTIMONY AND JOURNEY TO PRIESTHOOD
PRESENTER: FATHER CHARBEL DIB

- P .

DATE: WEDNESDAY, 2ND DECEMBER 2020 O« 2 3 Ef “h
ey } Renewal ry maviiage Vows.. r
COMMENCING WITH THE DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY & TALK Friday, December 11th 2020 at 6pm
PLACE: DUR LADY OF LEBANOR CO-CATHEDEAL FOLLOWED BY THE Our Lady of Lebanon Family Committes is onganising a special mass for the Renewal

r " of Marriage Viows. It will include a special recognition of couples celebrating 5, 10, 15,
COMMUNITY AND PASTORAL CENTRE. SEMIDRS ROOM e 20, 25 elc... years of marriage anytime in 2020
I you fall inta this category, please contact or SMS Rana on
0425335707 or email Amilycommittee@obol.org.au
to register your names, 5o reserved seats and a special gift can
= be organised for you on the day
Registrations close - Monday, 30th November
Bookings Are Essential

LIGHT EEFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERWED IN THE COMMUNITY AND PAEPARAL CENTRE AFTER MATS
*NETONERE AN LN ARE RECRMMINDLE"

mﬁm %;LETHM CONTALT: FRTHER DAANY NOUH -
) -85 ALICE STREET, IARRES PARK, M, 3150 %Iﬁmﬁ
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